
Excellence in Education ………………...………..………...Every Student……………………...………………………...Every Day 

May 2021 Edition May 2021 Events 

 1: MS Track Invitational  (9am)                                                 
PHS Prom (8pm)  

 3: Deadline for PSF Scholarship 

 7-8: PHS Spring Drama 
Production (7pm) 

 11: School Board Meeting (6pm)               
MS Band/Choir Concert (7pm) 

 23: SLC Graduation (12:30pm)      
PHS Auditorium                                        
PHS Graduation (2pm) PHS Gym 

 25: School Board Meeting (6pm)  

 26: Kindergarten Circus (10am)   

 28: Last Day of School for 
students 

 31: Memorial Day-Offices Closed 

 

For the latest on events, updates, and 
cancellations, please visit pcsd1.org 

Please enjoy this edition of 

the Community Link that 

covers the events and 

happenings in the District 

during the months of 

March and April. 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message                  Mr. Jason Sleep 

Park #1 Virtual Academy preparing for launch in 2021 
Park County School District #1 is pleased to announce the grand opening of the Park 
#1 Virtual Academy. The Park #1 Virtual Academy will be starting classes in the fall of 
2021. We will be offering an early application process starting May 21st to help us 
prepare for the fall opening. The Park #1 Virtual Academy application will be located 
on our district Facebook page and website at www.pcsd1.org. Applications will be 
reviewed by the Park #1 Virtual Academy staff to ensure students enrolling in our 
academy will be successful in a virtual environment. Park #1 Virtual Academy is 
partnering with Acellus for our virtual programming. Acellus is an interactive learning 
accelerator. It combines technology and learning science to help students master 
content, learning more effectively (greater mastery) and efficiently (in less time). 
Backed by scientific research, Acellus delivers online instruction, compliant with the 
latest standards, through high-definition video lessons made more engaging with 
multimedia and animation. Each lesson is carefully designed to connect with 
previously learned knowledge like interlocking building blocks. Park #1 Virtual 
Academy will be available to students in grades K-12. The courses offered will be 
certified by the Wyoming Department of Education and supported by Wyoming 
certified teachers. Park #1 Virtual Academy will offer a comprehensive slate of 
courses, which will allow students to graduate from Park County School District #1 
with a diploma. This program is free for students who reside in Park, Big Horn, Hot 
Springs, and Washakie counties.   

As students progress through each course, every response is recorded and monitored 
by the Park #1 Virtual Academy educators. There is a Live monitoring tool that parents 
can access through the parent interface, which allows parents to check on their child's 
progress in real-time, view their child's grades on assessments and exams, and see 
how often their child signs in and the total time spent watching lessons or working on 
problems. This shared access enables you to collaborate with your school community 
and contribute to your child's learning experience. Parents can learn more about the 
Acellus program at: https://www.cybrschool.com/enrollment-overview/ 

Park #1 Virtual Academy is being offered for students who are interested in being full-
time virtual students. Students will be provided with a Chromebook and internet, if 
needed, to access their classes. Park #1 Virtual Academy will have limited seats 
available for next fall, so apply as soon as the application is available. We are excited 
to partner with students and parents looking for a new way of learning in a virtual 
environment. Join us in this new journey. 

http://www.pcsd1.org
http://www.pcsd1.org
http://www.cybrschool.com/enrollment-overview


April’s Staff Recognition  

Justin MaGill 
PCSD#1 Transportation Mechanic 

Recognizing 4 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Justin has worked in education for five years.  He was born in Sacramento, grew up in Worland, graduated 
from Greybull, and calls Powell home.  He attended NWC for welding and learned his love of all things 
mechanic-related from his Papa Eugene.   
Justin’s job is very multi-faceted.  He does pretty much anything and everything that is asked of him.  He 
maintains and services all the District vehicles, including the buses, Suburbans, and passenger cars.  When 
he isn’t under the hood of a bus, you may see him behind the wheel as a substitute driver!  

 
“Part of my job I enjoy is not knowing what each day will bring. No day is ever the same as the last, which 

for me makes it really fun. I enjoy having to adapt and come up with solutions for problems on the fly. I have 
the greatest boss in the world. Not only is he my boss, but he is also a huge support and great friend. He 

always has my back in times of need and never fails to bring out the best in me every single day. It’s because 
of his support that I enjoy being able to come to work every day and try to make some sort of difference.” 

Bryce Meyer 
PCSD#1 Powell High School AG Teacher, FFA Advisor and Welding Instructor 

Recognizing 8 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mr. Meyer has worked in education for twenty-eight years.  He is originally from Genesee, Idaho.  He 
received his Bachelor's and Master's degrees from the University of Idaho in Moscow, ID.  He recently 
achieved his Certified Associate Welding Inspector License. 

At PHS, he teaches a variety of different subject areas.  In Agriculture, they cover topics ranging from 
Animal and Plant Sciences, Rangeland Management to Agricultural Issues and Parliamentary Procedure, 
and Public Speaking.  The Welding Department covers everything from beginning welding to advanced 
fabrication, which includes multiple welding processes. 

 

"I feel that my favorite part of my job is allowing my students to take charge in an area or skill as I 
oversee the process and then watching them work through the process until they succeed.  I have a 
variety of different levels of learners in my programs, and it's awesome to see how Vocational areas 

allow them to see how their education is applied.” 



April’s Staff Recognition  

Sherri Simpson 
PCSD#1 Admin Assistant for Support Services 

Recognizing 15 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Simpson has worked in education for fifteen years.  Originally from Powell, she graduated from PHS and 
attended Northwest College. 

If you’ve called the Administration Building, chances are Sherri has answered the phone.  She visits all the 
district buildings on the mail run each day and works with all the custodians and the maintenance 
department for all their supply needs.  She’s the School Dude taskmaster, oversees all of our building 
temperature controls, and edits the weekly “Direct Line” for district staff.  After fifteen years of dedicated 
service, Sherri is retiring at the end of this school year. 

“All of my Supervisors have been great!  I really enjoy working with Mr. McCray and our outstanding 
Custodial & Maintenance Staff.  They ALL do such a great job & I am going to miss them.  It is really is hard 

retiring from such a great job!” 

Jenne Wittwer 
PCSD#1 Parkside Elementary Kindergarten Teacher 

Recognizing 1 year of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Wittwer has worked in education for seven years.  Originally from Cannonville, Utah, she received a 

liberal arts degree with a Creative Writing Minor from Southern Virginia University.  She received her 

Elementary Education Teaching Degree from Southern Utah University.  Mrs. Wittwer began teaching at 

Sage Hills in Saratoga Springs, Utah.  She taught third grade for two years, moved to Enoch, Utah, and 

taught fifth grade at Three Peaks for two years.  She and her husband moved to Mesquite, Nevada where 

she taught the Advanced Learning Model teaching style in fifth grade for two more years.  Last year, she 

moved to Powell and currently teaches kindergarten at Parkside Elementary School.   

In her own words: I teach a class of fifteen kindergarteners. I work with my amazing team to meet the 

needs of each student.   

“The 5 and 6 year olds are full of sweet, fun energy! It is a fun stage because I have seen them learn their 

letter names and sounds and then transition that into decoding simple words. AND now they can write 

three complete sentences!  They are little sponges, and they love to learn and participate!”   



Student Spotlight 

Each morning, Kyra is typically seen with a big smile on her face, going out of her 
way to hold the door open for others and greeting them “good morning!” Kyra 
loves school and is eager to learn. Throughout the school year, she has shown 
tremendous academic growth in both her core and elective classes. Kyra is quick 
to share that Literature and Composition are her two favorite classes. She loves to 
write both fictional and non-fictional stories and is considering a pursuit in 
journalism. If she does not become a journalist, she also loves children and health 
care, so a pediatric nurse would be her next choice as a career. Outside of school, 
Kyra enjoys gymnastics and dance. She is looking forward to joining the Cheer 
team as a 7th grader next year and growing her skills and knowledge as a student.  

Saige is known for her work ethic in every class. Although she has a quiet 
personality, she carries strong personal leadership qualities in the classroom and in 
athletics. Saige is willing to go above and beyond to help and support others 
regularly. She is consistently determined to be at her best in the classroom, on the 
court or in the field. Saige’s favorite classes are Composition and Literature. She 
thoroughly enjoys reading and writing, which she feels have always been strengths 
of hers. Saige’s personal interests are going to the gym to work out, doing anything 
in the outdoors, and raising sheep, horses and rabbits with 4-H. She is really 
looking forward to high school next year, particularly the opportunity to compete 
in athletics at a higher level.  

Audrey is recognized as one of the hardest working students by our middle school 
teachers. She is a student that never settles for “good enough.” Audrey not only 
takes pride in her daily academic work but also regularly seeks opportunities to 
improve herself in whatever she’s assigned or takes a personal interest in. She is 
very respectful to her teachers and classmates and is always willing to step in and 
help others. According to her 7th grade teachers, “Audrey brings positive to 
anything!” Audrey loves Math and Art. Personally, she enjoys music, playing the 
harp, hiking with her family, soccer, running, and reading. Audrey is really looking 
forward to 8th grade next year with the variety of electives and opportunities to 
grow her academic strengths. She is also looking forward to improving herself as 
an athlete and a well-rounded person.  
 

Audrey Johnson, 7th Grade  

Saige Kidd, 8th Grade  

Kyra Kincy, 6th Grade  



Around the District 

Speech and Debate Team 2020-2021 Season  
Head Coach: Nicole Maier Reitz   Assistant Coach: Chris Jeide  

Team Captains: Aiden Chandler and Anna Atkinson  

 
 
 

 

Tournaments and Results 

Jackson Invitational (February 5-6, 2021) 
Addie Moretti, Humor, 6th   
Elsie Spomer and Jaxton Braten, Duo, 5th  
Elsie Spomer, McKenzie Alley and Kaitlyn O'Rourke 
qualified for semis 
Isabella Gomez, Congress, Super Congress 
 

Campbell Invitational (February 12-13, 2021) 

Liz Peterson, LD, 2nd  
Aiden Chandler, Oratory, 1st 
Team Sweepstakes, 2nd 

 

Rock Springs Invitational (February 26-27, 2021) 

Aiden Chandler, Oratory, 6th   
Elsie Spomer, Humor, 3rd 
 
State Competition (March 11-13, 2021)  

Elsie Spomer and Jaxton Braten, Duo, 2nd overall  
and 1st in 3A. 
Aiden Chandler and Dacovney Brochu, PF, 3A State 
Champions    
Isabella Gomez, Congress, 3rd 
 

Districts (March 18-20, 2021) 
National Qualifiers: 
Elsie Spomer and Jaxton Braten, Duo  
Aiden Chandler, Oratory  
Dacovney Brochu, World Schools Debate 
Isabella Gomez, Congress 
 
Nationals (online) June 13-19, 2021 
Nationals will not be held in Iowa as planned, but 

instead will be an online event. Some events will be 

asynchronous and others will be synchronous.  The 

team plans to meet at the SSB during the week for 

competition.  

 

East Cheyenne (November 5, 2020 ) 

Isabella Gomez, Congress, 2nd 

Jeremy Estes, Informative, 5th 

McKenna Alley and Kaitlyn O'Rourke, Duo, 5th  

Anna Atkinson and Jaxton Braten, Public Forum (PF), 3rd 

Aiden Chandler and Dacovney Brochu, PF, Champions  

 
University of Wyoming (December 12, 2020) 
Isabella Gomez, Congress, 4th  
Bailey Phillips and Kaelin Crichton, Duo, 6th 
Allie Gilliatt, Humor, 4th 
Nolan Reitz, Humor, 6th 
Emma Johnson, Lincoln-Douglas Debate (LD), 4th in Speaker 
points 
Kaelin Crichton, Oratory, 5th  
Liz Peterson, Oratory, 4th   
Team Sweepstakes, 2nd   
 
Hot Springs Invitational (January 15-16, 2021) 
Isabella Gomez, Congress, 7th  
Allie Gilliatt, Humor, 5th  
Jaxton Braten and Elsie Spomer, Duo, 1st 
Emma Johnson, LD, 3rd 
 
PHS Invitational (January 22-23, 2021) 

The PHS Speech and Debate Team hosted a successful online 
tournament for schools all around the state and Canada! The 
team spent months organizing this Invitational, and their hard 
work was much appreciated by the Wyoming Speech and 
Debate Association. 
 
Campbell Invitational (January 29-30, 2021) 

George Higgins, Allie Gilliatt, and Addy Moretti broke to semis 
in humor 
Kaitlyn O'Rourke and McKenna Alley broke to semis in duo 
Aiden Chandler, Oratory, 4th  
Jaxton Braten and Elsie Spomer, Duo, 4th   

 



Around the District 

Congratulations to the 2021 National Honor Society Inductees 

Chase Anderson 

Kaitlyn Beavers 

Holden Cooper 

Shelby Fagan 

Owen Fink 

Lilyan Halter 

Jace Hyde 

Megan Jacobsen 

Allison Morrison 

Gabriella Paterson 

Hannah Sears 

Michael Staley 

Anna Bartholomew 

Dacovney Brochu 

Gage Dunsey 

Nathan Feller 

Josie Griffin 

Kalin Hicswa 

Jade Ilg 

Sydney Legler 

Gretel Opps 

Regan Sapp 

Sydney Spomer 

Abigail Wambeke 



Around the District 

 

  



                The Dish 
from the Food Services Department 

SCHOOL MEAL HERO WEEK 

WHEREAS, the School Lunch Program has served our nation 

admirably since it was permanently established in 1946; and 

WHEREAS, the School Meal Program is dedicated to the health and 

well-being of our nation’s children; and 

WHEREAS, nutritious meals at school are an essential part of the 

school day; and 

WHEREAS, the staff of the school meals and nutrition department 

are committed to providing healthful, nutrition meals to Wyoming’s 

children; and 

WHEREAS, research shows that school-age children who experience 

hunger have higher levels of absenteeism, nurse’s visits, and have 

more challenges than children receiving a well-balanced diet; and 

WHEREAS, frequent studies have shown that meals provided at 

school not only contribute to the nutritional needs of students, but 

also significantly increase and enhance their ability to learn; and 

WHEREAS, as parents, teachers, and school food personnel, we are 

endowed with the responsibility of providing the children of our 

communities and state with their basic resources needed to grow, learn, discover their own potential, and 

live happy fulfilling lives; and 

WHEREAS, the men and women who prepare and serve school meals help nurture our children through their 

daily interaction and support; and 

WHEREAS, offering meals as part of the school day improves children’s diets, builds healthy lifelong eating 

habits and allows students to begin their days focused and ready to learn. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MARK GORDON, Governor of Wyoming, do hereby proclaim March 8 through March 12, 

2021, as 

SCHOOL MEAL HERO WEEK 

In Wyoming, I encourage all citizens to recognize the efforts made by schools, their food service directors, 

and cafeteria staff to ensure the health, safety and success of our children in the past as well as during this 

pandemic. 

IN OFFICIAL RECOGNITION WHEREOF, I hereby affix my signature this 10th day of March 2021. 

The Honorable Mark Gordon, 33rd Governor of the Great State of Wyoming 



Shout outs! 

Do you have a teacher, staff member, student, event or activity you would like to recognize in our Shout Out 

section? Please email your shout out nomination to Amy at ALJohnson@PCSD1.org 

Shout out to Mr. McCray, TJ Bell & Crew! 

Thanks for planning for the future, planting trees 
& keeping our grounds looking great!   

Shout out to Allen Wilson-thanks for 

keeping the deliveries on time, the 

warehouse accurate, and receiving our 

deliveries.  Best wishes on your retirement! 

Shout out to the Food Services Staff!  Thank 

you for providing our students with the 

opportunity for free breakfast and lunch ALL 

year and doing it with a SMILE!   

Shout out to the Food Services 

Staff at PVHC for providing meals 

to all the kids not enrolled in 

PCSD1 and the lovely ladies that 

hand the meals out! 




