
Excellence in Education ………………...………..………...Every Student…………………………….……………………...Every Day 

 

February 2020 Events 

 14: BB JV Girls (4pm) JV Boys 

(4pm) V Girls (5:30pm) V Boys

(7pm) 

 17: Presidents’ Day-No School  

 18: MS 7th Grade Boys BB (4:15pm) 

 20: MS 8th Grade Boys BB 

(4:15pm) 7th Grade Boys BB 

(5:15pm) 

 21: Legally Blonde (7pm) 

 22: MS 7th Grade Boys BB 
Jamboree (9am) at PHS                  
7th & 8th Grade Swimming 
Triangular (10am)                               
Legally Blonde (7pm)                            

 27: MS Band/Choir Concert (7pm) 

February 2020 Edition 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message                    Mr. Jason Sleep 

Input on Planning Grants 
Can you believe this school year is already half over? By the time you read this winter 
newsletter, we will be nearly two months into the second semester. Unbelievably, this 
time of year involves a lot of planning for the 2020-2021 school year. Part of our 
planning process includes gathering input from our stakeholders inside and outside the 
school district.  
Our district receives federal grant funds to support many of our programs offered in the 
district. You might remember earlier in the school year we conducted a survey of our 
parents, staff, and students, which included questions about how PCSD #1 is using our 
federal funds. We will be hosting two separate meetings in late May to gather more 
meaningful consolation from our community as well. Parents and community members 
can also contact the school district and share their thoughts on the topic. My email 
address is jwsleep@pcsd1.org and I would be happy to hear from people, inside and/or 
outside the district, about ideas for our federal grants. The table below provides a short 
description about the federal grant and how PCSD #1 expends the federal grant. Our 
role in the partnership with parents is to focus on the learning of students while 
supporting the family unit and stakeholder input is valuable to meet this end. Thank you 
and stay warm. 

Title IA 
Provides support for academically underperforming students in the areas of math and reading. These funds are currently 
utilized by the District's “school wide” schools:  Southside Elementary (grades K-5), Parkside Elementary (grades K-5), Westside 
Elementary (grades K-5), Clark Elementary (K-4), and Powell Middle School (grades 6-8). 

Title ID 
Provides support for neglected and delinquent youth. These funds are utilized for the District's drop-out prevention programs 
and tutoring services. 

Title IIA 

Provides support for teacher quality/professional development. These funds are directed to assist staff with meeting school 
improvement goals through professional development opportunities. PCSD #1 has focused funds to increase the number of 
teachers who are effective in improving student academic achievement in schools. PCSD #1 pays the salary of two class size 
reduction teachers. 

Title III 
Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) was enacted to ensure that English learners, including 
immigrant children and youth, develop English proficiency and meet the same academic content and academic achievement 
standards that other children are expected to meet. 

Title IV-A 

Title IV, Part A is a recently enacted grant for 2017-2018, known as the Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) 
Grant. Title IV-A is a flexible block grant that authorizes activities in three broad areas: 

Providing students with a well-rounded education; 
Supporting safe and healthy students; and 
Supporting the effective use of technology. 

IDEA 611  

VI-B & 619 

IDEA 611 VI-B & IDEA 619 - Provides support for students with special education needs. These funds are utilized for students 
that have been identified as having special education needs in grades Pre-K through 12. 

Perkins V 

The Carl D. Perkins Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century Act was signed by the president on July 
31, 2018. Perkins V, as it is now referred to, is a federal act designed to develop more fully the academic and career technical 
skills of secondary education students and post-secondary education students who elect to enroll in career technical education 
programs. Currently, these funds are utilized for CTE programs at Powell High School that are part of a program of study. 

mailto:jwsleep@pcsd1.org


January’s Staff Recognition  

Chelsea Buher 
PCSD#1 Powell Middle School Physical Education Teacher 

Recognizing 4 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Ms. Buher has worked in education for eight years. She earned her Bachelor of Science degree from Indiana State 
University. Ms. Buher completed her Masters of Education in Educational Leadership from American College of 
Education. She spent four years teaching Physical Education at Parkview Junior High School in Lawrenceville, Illinois. Ms. 
Buher coached JV Girls' Basketball for two years and then Varsity Head Girls' Basketball for two years, Volleyball for one 
year, served as Varsity Softball Assistant for three years, and Varsity Head Softball coach for one year.  

Ms. Buher currently teaches physical education for the middle school, teaching grades 6 through 8. She also teaches two 
classes of Advanced Physical Education, which includes teaching 8th graders the basics of weight training and speed/
agility to prepare them for high school weight classes and/or Zero Hour for athletes. Before becoming the Head Girls' 
Basketball coach at Powell High School this year, she served as the Freshman Girls' coach for the past two years. 

“While I really enjoy teaching Physical Education to our middle school students, I've thoroughly enjoyed implementing our 
Advanced PE course into our schedule. This allows our 8th graders to have another choice when looking at what they 

would like to focus on for their physical education and their future. We offer regular physical education, lifetime sports, 

and now, advanced physical education.” 

Vicky Coy 
PCSD#1 Westside Elementary Instructional Facilitator 

Recognizing 35 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Coy has been in education for thirty-seven years. She earned her Bachelor of Science degree from 
Eastern Montana College (now MSU-Billings) and her Master of Arts from Grand Canyon University. 
She spent two years in Gillette and thirty-five here in Powell! Mrs. Coy taught first grade before 
becoming the Instructional Facilitator (IF) at Westside for the past three years. 

Mrs. Coy loved, loved, loved teaching first grade, so when given the opportunity to become the IF, it 
was a difficult decision. Change is hard for her but she took the plunge and she loves her job! As the IF, 
she enjoys getting to be involved with ALL grade levels. She collaborates on many PLC teams, works 
with individual teachers, has intervention meetings with parents, facilitates some adult learning 
opportunities and gets her “kid fix” by running a few small groups. 

“The best part about my job is that I have the opportunity to work with and have a relationship with 
EVERYONE in the school, adults and kids alike!” 



January’s Staff Recognition  

Scott Schiller 
PCSD#1 Southside Elementary Principal 

Recognizing 16 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mr. Schiller has worked in education for thirty years. He received his Bachelors degree in Elementary 
Education and Master of Arts in Educational Leadership from the University of Wyoming. Mr. Schiller has 
held a variety of positions, including grades 5/6 teacher at Encampment K-12 School, Principal at Saratoga 
Middle School, and Assistant Principal at Powell Middle School.  

This is his sixteenth year at PCSD#1. He currently serves as the Principal at Southside Elementary. He 
considers himself lucky to be part of a large and amazing team of adults at Southside who are on a mission 
to help ALL students learn at a high level. His role is to collaborate with teachers and their teams to 
determine the best course of action to help each student reach their potential.  

“Truly, I love every part of my job. It starts with morning recess and ends with afterschool crosswalk. I love 
to start and end my day with recess and crosswalk duty because I get to see a steady stream of happy kids. 
They are happy to come to school where they know they are safe, and the adults in our school are going to 

take great care of them and focus on their learning. When they cross my crosswalk at the end of the day, we 
say good-bye, fist bump, or high five, and they still have a smile on their face because they are on their way 

home to their families, but they are also smiling because they know they will come back to Southside 
tomorrow to a school full of caring adults.” 

Scott McKenzie 
PCSD#1 High School Activities/Athletic Director and Dean of Students 

Recognizing 30 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mr. McKenzie has worked in education for thirty years. Mr. McKenzie attended Northwest College and earned 
his Associate of Arts in Journalism. He then received his Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education/Language 
Arts and a minor in Athletic Coaching from Black Hills State University. He received his Masters from Grand 
Canyon University in Curriculum & Instruction. 

This is Mr. McKenzie’s thirtieth year at PCSD#1! Mr. McKenzie works with activities and athletics to support and 
help each program grow. He works closely with Mr. Wormald and Mr. Lensegrav to help out in the office with 
whatever is needed. Mr. McKenzie coordinates and proctors the WYTOPP testing for PHS as well.  

“My favorite part of this job is witnessing the amazing things that our sponsors and coaches do for our students 
both in the classroom and during competitions.  PCSD#1 is the greatest district for a reason, and I get to be a 

part of this family every day!” 



Student Spotlight 

Meet the Board 

Rowan Borcher 

Rowan is an 
amazing 
young lady 
that has 
shown that 
she can 
handle any 
challenge with 
a positive 
attitude and a 
smile on her 

face. She is not only one of the 
kindest students that her teachers 
have had the pleasure to teach, but 
she also has the grit to accomplish 
whatever she sets her mind to. 
Seeing her confidence grow this year 
has been amazing. Rowan is 
“thankful for the nurse and all the 
Westside teachers and who have 
inspired her to learn and supported 
her health.” 

Lydia as Anne Frank in the Wax Museum 

Lydia Waite is one of the kindest, 
most hard-working kids ever to come 
through Westside Elementary. She 
encourages her classmates to push 
through challenges by giving them 
positive feedback like, “Keep working 
and you can succeed!” She has read 
EVERY single day of third grade, 
including weekends and holidays, 
writes phenomenal responses on her 
reading, and her math brain is second 
to none! When asked what she enjoys 
about school, Lydia stated, “I like to 
learn and do new and fun things at 
school. I always try my best, even if 
things get tough.” 

The PCSD#1 Board of Trustees includes seven elected members, each serving a four-year term. Board members 
volunteer their time to oversee the management of the district’s schools, including the use of public funds, 
curriculum, employment, and facilities, as well as serving as the policy-making body within the district.  

In his tenth year serving on the Board, Trace Paul currently holds the position of Vice-Chairman.  Mr. Paul has been 
involved in many community activities and has never considered serving on the Board of Trustees until approached 
by Greg Borcher.  After serious consideration, he chose to run and the voters elected him to the Board. He enjoys 
serving with his fellow board members and finds it fulfilling. 
“There is not just one answer” to the question of what he loves most about PCSD#1.  It is a collective answer that 
includes the students and their families, the staff that works with our students, the administration team, the Board, 
and our community.  We are fortunate to have our team in place and Powell has a great reputation within the 
state. When discussing the most challenging item that PCSD#1 faces, he thoughtfully acknowledges the importance 
of student and staff safety.  It isn’t a pressing challenge, but a continuous need to make sure that our students and 
our staff feel safe and secure.  Safety and security isn’t always a fun topic. Still, whether we are talking about the 
district’s physical security or our cybersecurity, it is necessary to ensure that we reach our collective goal of 
educating our students. 
As for something memorable over his tenure, there isn’t one event, but every graduation ceremony, when he gets 
to shake the hand of each graduate, it reminds him why we are here: to educate the students.   There are so many 
great things going on it our classrooms EVERY DAY and they don’t make the paper.  He says, “Thank you to our 
staff. Remember we are all here to do what is best for the kids and keep doing what you are doing.”  
 

Isaiah Camacho  

This young man 
has such a kind 
heart. He is a 
true gentleman 
to his peers and 
teachers. Isaiah 
always wears a 
big grin into each 
activity he does, 
and he does it 
with his best 
effort. He loves 
to attack new 
challenges and 
isn’t afraid to 
share his new 
thinking with his 
classmates. Isaiah is a true blessing to 
have in our district. Isaiah “likes to learn 
new things” and especially enjoyed the 
wax museum because he “got to read his 
speech.” 

Isaiah posing as  
Gustave Eiffel  



Around the District 

7th Grade 
Boys 



Around the District 

During halftime on January 10, 2020, two 

Championship banners were unfurled.  

Cheerleading added the 2019 Championship to 

their banner and the Boys Tennis team unveiled 

PHS’s first ever Championship banner. 

Photo by Greg Wise 

Photo by Greg Wise 



Around the District 

On January 31 students from 
Powell Middle School 
participated in the Regional 
Science Fair at Northwest 
College. The students 
prepared for the science fair 
with the help of Mrs. Hanks 
and Mr. Hedges. 



Around the District 

Director Bob Hunt 
Assistant Director/Vocal Director Jeff Greaham 
Head Choreographer      Madison McDonald 
Stage Manager      Natalie Dillivan 
Dance Coach      Maddie Reideinger 
Costumes/Projections/Props     Christi Greaham 
Set Crew/Backup Dancers  Stockton Buck, Josh Ashcraft,  

Jarret Wood, Dane Lauritzen, 
Follow Spot Operators   Jenna Merritt, Hailey Bott 
Sound Board     Jeff Greaham 
Moving Lights Programmer   Bob Hunt 
Light Board    Madison McDonald 
Publicity      Nicolas Fulton 
Set Construction      Cast/crew, Acting 2 Class, Josie 

Griffin, Stockton Buck, Josh Ashcraft 

Cast List Legally Blonde 
Elle Woods Ashlyn Aguirre  
Emmett Forest   Joe Kousoulos  
Paulett Buonofuonte Taeli Hessenthaler 
Pilar  Greta Artursson  
Margot  Elsie Spomer  
Serena  Bailey Phillips 
Kate    Ashley Dunkerley  
Leilana    Abby Landwehr  
Gaelen   Alex Escalera  
Dana      Kaitlyn Church  
Sales Woman   Sophe Morrow  
Store Manager   Elisa Polson  
Callahan  Nicolas Fulton  
Warner Huntington III Jace Bohlman  
Vivienne Kensington   Rachel Bozell  
Brooke Wyndham    Addison Moretti  
Kyle B. O’Boyle     Tanner Moore  
Enid Hoops    Emma Bucher  
Mr. Woods       Grant Dillivan  
Mrs. Woods      Madelyn Horton  
Cashier (Dancer)       Dakota Hansen 
Bookish Client       Crystal Emmet  
Sundeep Padamadan       Jaxton Braten  
Aaron Schultz      Kaelin Crichton  
Dewey       CJ Brown  
Nikos Argitakos       Grant Dillivan  
Carlos       Kaelin Crichton  
Grand Master Chad       Brady Herzog  
Winthrop      Dallin Allred  
Pforzheimer       Devin Ott  
Lowell      Grant Dillivan 
Jet Blue Pilot  Thallen Sessions  
Whitney      Hannah Sears  
Chutney Wyndham  Lucy Jane Crimm  
D.A. Joyce Riley Courtney Childers 
Judge C.J. Brown
Court Stenographer Hannah Hawley
T.V. Reporter Thallen Sessions
Prison Guard Dallin Allred
Second Perfume Girl Dakota Hansen
Frat Boys Tanner, Jaxton, Grant

Kaelin, Devin, Brady
Sales Personnel Sophe, Elisa

Congratulations to Powell High School Theater for 
their production of Legally Blonde The Musical on 
February 21-22, 2020. The production was 
performed in two acts and is rated PG13.



                   The Dish 
from the Cafeteria 

To encourage more families to take advantage of the healthy choices available for school breakfast, Park 
County School District #1 schools will celebrate National School Breakfast Week during March 2-6, 2020.  
 
Busy weekday mornings make it a challenge for many families to find time for a healthy breakfast. However, 
US Department of Agriculture data show that more and more students are starting their day with a nutritious 
breakfast in their school cafeterias. The USDA School Breakfast Program currently serves more than 14 million 
students every day. Studies show that students who eat school breakfast are more likely to:  
 

Reach higher levels of achievement in reading and math 
Score higher on standardized tests 
Have better concentration and memory 
Be more alert 
Maintain a healthy weight 

 
The National School Breakfast Week (NSBW) campaign theme, “Out of This World,” reminds the entire school 
community that school breakfast provides a healthy and energizing start to the day for students. School 
nutrition professionals and students will be encouraged to show their enthusiasm for school breakfast from 
March 2-6 as the district celebrates with special menus, cafeteria events, and more.  
 
The district serves breakfast daily through the federally funded School Breakfast Program. School nutrition 
professionals in PCSD #1 prepare breakfast and lunches every day that meet federal nutrition standards – 
limiting fat, calories and sodium – while encouraging students to choose from the fruits, vegetables and 
whole grains offered with school meals. 
 
The “Out of This World” campaign is made possible by the School Nutrition Association and Kellogg’s®.  
 
About National School Breakfast Week 
National School Breakfast Week was launched in 1989 to raise awareness of the availability of the School 
Breakfast Program, a federally assisted meal program operating in public and non-profit private schools and 
residential child care institutions since 1975.   



Shout outs! 

Do you have a teacher, staff member, student, event or activity you would like to recognize in our Shout 

Out section? Please email your shout out nomination to Amy at ALJohnson@PCSD1.org 

Around the District 

Belated shout out to the 8th Grade Girls Volleyball and Basketball teams. Congratulations to both 
teams on finishing with winning seasons. Thanks to the coaches for all their time and effort. 

Powell High School is excited to announce that we are now able to live stream home events on the NFHS Network! We will 
stream events from Panther Gymnasium as well as at Panther Stadium. 

Panther fans can go to www.nfhsnetwork.com and subscribe to the monthly service for a fee. Enjoy home events even when 
you cannot make it to the game! Events are also archived to watch at a later date. Family and friends from all over the world 
can now subscribe and cheer on the Panthers! 

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! 

Watch Panther Athletics from ANYWHERE on any browser! 

Special shout out to the maintenance and 
custodial staff. Thank you for keeping the parking 
lots and sidewalks clear for our students and staff.   

Congrats to the PHS Prowl student journalists that attended 
the High School Journalism Convention held in Washington, 
DC in December. Rachel Kuntz, Abby Landwehr, Lauren 
Lejeune, and Lauren Dewitz represented PHS, Wyoming, and 
our community in an outstanding fashion. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nfhsnetwork.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR13sv3vIGhCn4wgvcM_c8kvpjn2KJ3BUcuTf1vIcc5k84Tjh4m1iyX3ihM&h=AT3POkDdYtw_sW7n9uIzKiKzU7mzEekK2EKVL0RCf4EzdKuBfRqSTaynGv-hIWtaQ-5l_ueXLU5kgTz-JjFsQobcppDIem5Pp8XUQPRfisKltOpMV8Oo9


Around the District 

8 reasons to support use of multi-factor authentication 
These data points support the need for MFA. 

1. Identity theft is an easy, low-risk, high-reward type of crime and a threat to all businesses. It is the 
fastest-growing type of crime and is now more profitable than drug-related crimes. 

2. Weak or stolen user credentials are hackers' weapon of choice, used in 95 percent of all web 
application attacks. 

3. From 2013 to 2014, the number of successful breaches went up by 27.5 percent. The malicious 
actors are winning the war. 

4. Headlines tend to belong to the household-name companies, but they are not the only companies 
being targeted. Of all targeted attacks, 31 percent are aimed at businesses with fewer than 250 
employees. 

5. Anti-virus systems and advanced firewalls are necessary security elements, as are vulnerability 
tests. Without user authentication, though, the front door is wide open to intruders. 

6. Password theft is constantly evolving as hackers employ methods like keylogging, phishing, and 
pharming. 

7. Cyber criminals do more than merely steal data. Often they destroy data, change programs or 
services, or use servers to transmit propaganda, spam, or malicious code. 

8. Employees are already accustomed to authenticating themselves in their personal lives, as 
providers of online services like home banking, gaming, social media, and email have all adopted 
mobile-based tools to effectively authenticate their users when accessing their systems. 

 

https://techbeacon.com/security/8-reasons-you-should-turn-multi-factor-authentication 

On November 15, 2019, PCSD#1 canceled school for 
the Panthers competition in the State High School 
Football Championship. As a result, the District 
needs to make-up that day. 

The calendar has been amended as follows: 

Last day for Students--Friday, May 29th (This will be 
a half-day Friday, replacing the half-day Friday we 
canceled) 

Last Day for Teachers--Monday, June 1st 

Tech Tip 








