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Assistant Superintendent’s Message   Mr. Jason Sleep 

Greetings Park County School District #1 family, friends and community partners. 
I want to take this opportunity to extend my best wishes to you and yours this 
holiday season.  It was a special time to be with family and friends over 
Thanksgiving and look forward to more of the same over Christmas.  Times like 
this remind me of how much I appreciate my family, friends and our community.  
As I reflect on 2019, I remember both memorable achievements and 
unprecedented challenges.  I find myself more grateful than ever to work with 
and for this extraordinary community, and looking forward to a new year of 
serving Powell’s children. 

Part of our reflection involves thinking about our policies and procedures at the 
building and the district level.  As a district, we know we can always get better 
for our kids, which requires an open and honest look at how we are doing as a 
school system.  The schools have submitted surveys to parents, students and 
staff to gather input on our practices.  We appreciate the input of our 
stakeholders and will review the data and report back to the public on what we 
found.  

Again, I wish everyone a peaceful and safe holiday season.  It is my hope that you 
take the time to relax and spend time with your loved ones.  I look forward to 
seeing everyone in the New Year and working with you to continue to provide 
the students and families that we serve with excellent educational opportunities. 

December 2019 Events 

 2:  PHS Band/Choir/ Guitar 
Concert (7:30pm)

 3:  MS Band and Choir Concert at 
PHS (7pm) 

 5:  PS Holiday Program at PHS 
(7pm) 

 9:  HS and MS Jazz Concert at 
PHS (7pm) 

 10:  School Board Meeting (7pm)

 11:  PHS Vespers Concert at 
Methodist Church (7:30pm) 

 12:  WS Holiday Program at PHS 
(6:45pm) 

 14:  JV/V Boys Wrestling (9am)

 16:  Freshman Girls Basketball 
(5pm) 

 19:  SS Holiday Program at PHS 
(6:45pm) 

 23-Jan 3, 2020:  No School 
Winter Break 
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December’s Staff Recognition 

John Fabela 
PCSD#1 Powell High School and Middle School Band Teacher 

Recognizing 12 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mr. Fabela has worked in education for thirty-three years.  From 1987 to 1990 he taught Secondary 
Instrumental Music in Gering, Nebraska.  Mr. Fabela moved to Sterling, Colorado in 1990 and taught Secondary 
Instrumental Music there from 1990 to 2008.  He grew up here in Powell and fought hard to come back in 
2008 and he feels this has been the best job he’s ever had.  

In his twelfth year here at PCSD #1, Mr. Fabela currently teaches Middle School and High School Jazz Bands, 
6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Bands, High School Band, and Introduction to Guitar. 

“The favorite part of my job is watching my students grow as musicians over time. I have the privilege of 
introducing them to instruments and figuring out how to play them, and at the other end of the spectrum, I get 

to help them experience music-making at a very high level. Facilitating that musical growth is my greatest 
passion and reward.” 

Michael Jaycox 
PCSD#1 Parkside and Clark Elementary Music Teacher  

Recognizing 3 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mr. Jaycox has worked in education for eight years. He taught high school band and choir and middle school 
band in Greybull for three years, and then taught K-5 general music, a middle school choir, drumming, and 
drama for the next two years in Greybull.  

Mr. Jaycox is in his third year teaching in PCSD #1. He teaches his Parkside students music literacy, music 
exploration, dance and movement, how to play a variety of instruments, and experience a variety of musical 
genres. 

“My job allows me to work closely with my students, and that is my favorite part of my job! I get to build 
deep and meaningful relationships in a unique way, as well as teach music to students. Music is my life and 

passion, and I love that I get to share that with my students!” 



December’s Staff Recognition 

Jo Mitchell 
PCSD#1 Westside Elementary School Music Teacher 

Recognizing 22years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Mitchell has worked in education for thirty-seven years. She earned her BA in Music Education from the 
University of Wyoming and earned her Master’s degree in K-12 Education Administration from Chadron State 
College. Mrs. Mitchell taught for eight years in Kaycee, WY as a K-12 Instrumental and Vocal teacher, seven 
years in Mountain View, WY as a middle school choir director and K-5 elementary music teacher. She has 
taught in Powell for twenty-two years as an elementary music teacher. She is the 2019 North Big Horn Basin 
Music Educator of the Year. 
Mrs. Mitchell teaches music to Kindergarten through 5th grade students at Westside. She focuses on learning 
to sing, participating in movement activities, and playing instruments. Her goal is to foster an enjoyment of 
music and provide a solid musical foundation so students can go on to be successful and enjoy music in middle 
school, high school, and as adults. 

“After 37 years of teaching, I still really enjoy teaching music to our students.  I enjoy spending time with the kids 
and building positive relationships with them.” 

Kati Sears 
PCSD#1 Southside Elementary Music Teacher 

Recognizing 8 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Ms. Sears has worked in education for seventeen years. She grew up in Torrington, WY and received her 
undergraduate degree in K-12 Vocal Music Education from Hastings College in Hastings, Nebraska. Ms. 
Sears received her Master's Degree in K-12 Adaptive Special Education from Fort Hays State University. 
After college, she moved to Brighton, Colorado, where she taught K-8 Vocal and General Music at Bromley 
East Charter School for seven years. After returning to Wyoming, Ms. Sears worked as a Special Education 
Para Educator in Sheridan, WY at SJHS for two years. 
This is her eighth year teaching in PCSD#1 at Southside Elementary. Each day, she helps students experience 
and create music! They learn together through singing, instrument playing, movement activities, games, 
and creating activities. She hopes to give students an appreciation for and enjoyment of music for their 
lifetime.  

“Every day, I get to play and sing with my favorite people, my students! A job doesn’t get much 
better than that!” 



Student Spotlight 

Through lots of 
determination 
and helpful 
staff at 
Southside, 
seven-year-old 
Ulises Resendiz 
is doing well in 

school! Ulises is very eager to 
read and write when he is at 
school.  He takes great pride in 
being able to show his teachers 
and classmates what he has 
learned. Ulises has been a great 
leader for other students and is 
always willing to help them when 
he can. Ulises loves recess and PE 
as well as math. When he is at 
home, he loves to help his father 
take care of the goats. Ulises is 
looking forward to warmer 
weather so he can play his 
favorite sport, basketball.  

Audreigh Douzenis has grown 
immensely in the last year. She 
has become a very focused and 
diligent worker. She puts forth a 
great effort to learn and to help 
others. Audreigh is the first to 
encourage both peers and adults. 
She is always happy to come to 
school and learn. Audreigh fills 
our lives with joy and motivates 
others to do and be their best.  

Bentley Streeter is a 
special student to the 
classroom and all of 
Southside. Her special gift 
is her huge heart. Bentley 
is concerned about the 
feelings of others, 
thoughtful in her 
interactions, and sensitive to diverse 
thoughts and opinions. Bentley is also a 
peacemaker and  a calming influence on the 
playground. In classroom transitions, she 
helps direct peers where they need to be 
and is a trustworthy “go-to” for substitute 
teachers and assisting paras.  Last year, 
Bentley was recognized as the Life Skills 
“Friend of the Year.” Bentley sets goals and 
is persistent in achieving them. She has 
already reached the marathon goal of 90 
laps earning her family a turkey for 
Thanksgiving. Bentley is a wonderful role 
model for Southside’s Life students, 
classmates, and staff.  

Meet the Board 

Mr. Kim Dillivan 

The PCSD#1 Board of Trustees includes seven elected members, each serving a 
four-year term. Board members volunteer their time to oversee the management 
of the district’s schools, including the use of public funds, curriculum, 
employment, and facilities, as well as serving as the policy-making body within the 
district.  

Mr. Dillivan joined the PCSD #1 Board of Trustees in 2016. Originally from Iowa, he 
now resides in Powell and is the Land Planner for Park County. He has always been 
a big fan of education and involved with education for many years, so it was 
important to him to be an asset and join the board. He believes that people of 
PCSD #1 make it unique. The parents are excited to support their students, and the 
faculty and staff are very skilled and offer great experiences for the students. 
When asked about the challenges PCSD #1 may face, he mentioned a few items. 
While funding is always an issue, everywhere not just Park County, the state of 
Wyoming, but across the country, he first listed school safety followed by the 
programs for At-Risk Students as the top challenges we encounter. 

In defining success, he encourages individuals to be creative, brave, take on 
challenges, and learn from mistakes. One of the most memorable achievements of 
his time on the board is hiring Mr. Curtis as Superintendent. This board is 
comprised of some very different individuals, and they may not see things the 
same way, but they work well together and get things done. 



Around the District 

Powell Middle School hosted a robotics competition on Friday, 
November 15. Nine teams from Greybull, Cody and Powell tested 
their knowledge and skills in robot design and programming, 
core values, and concept presentation. 

Teams Powerhouse and Black & Orange Storm were selected to 
represent Powell Middle School at the WY State Championship 
Robotics tournament in Casper December 6-7. 



Around the District 

Powell Middle School students 
honored veterans with an assembly in 
their gym. The school band and choir 
performed patriotic tunes. Guest 
speaker Jacque Mooney, U.S. Navy 
veteran and PCSD #1 employee, shared 
the values of the oath of enlistment. 
Students with a connection to a service 
member led the flag ceremony that 
opened and closed the event.  



Around the District 

Powell High School hosted its annual Veterans Day 
Assembly attended by many members of the 
community, several guest speakers/readers, and 
included performances by the PHS band and choir. 
Cookies and coffee were served to veterans and 
their families in the cafeteria following the 
ceremony.  Due to the chilly temperature, the 21-
gun salute by the flagpole in front of the school 
was canceled. 



Around the District 

Students from Mrs. Koritnik’s/Leighton’s 

second-grade class at Westside have been 

researching landforms and bodies of 

water. They each created their own island 

that included mountains, streams, lakes, 

and volcanoes. The project included a 

report, a model and a map of the island,  

and a postcard inviting family to visit the 

island. The students then presented their 

projects to their fifth grade bucket 

buddies from Mrs. Kalberer’s class. 

The Westside second-graders celebrated 

Thanksgiving with a feast of dried fruits, jerky 

and popcorn. They focused on practicing their 

manners: saying please and thank you, placing 

their napkins in their laps and waiting to eat until 

everyone was seated before they could sample 

the feast.   



The Dish 
from the Cafeteria 

Welcome to the newest addition to our newsletter, The Dish from our PCSD #1 Food Service Professionals! We’ll be 

featuring articles and information regarding our menus, healthy eating habits, upcoming events, and recipes! This 

month we are featuring our Health Bar, available at every school, not just to our school lunch participants, but to all 

students. The fruits and vegetables offered in the health bars are in addition to the fruit and vegetable provided with 

every school lunch in our district.  

This particular day, plums, broccoli, 

cucumbers, carrots, wedges of honeydew 

melon, grape tomatoes, red and yellow 

peppers and peas were offered. The items 

on the health bar are free of charge and 

available to all students, whether they 

chose the school prepared lunch or packed 

from home. 

When asked about the health bar, many of 

the 6th graders interviewed take 

advantage of the fresh offerings. A few 

have tried items not frequently found in 

their kitchens at home and encouraged 

their parents to consider purchasing items 

like zucchini, sugar snap peas and star fruit after being 

introduced to them on the health bar. Learning to make 

healthy choices as children, certainly helps to instill 

healthy lifelong habits. Jill Queen, Food Service Director, 

recommends asking your students what good things they 

put in their bodies today-food is always a fun conversation 

starter! 



Around the District 

On Tuesday, November 26, Officers Trevor Carpenter and 

Matt Koritnik visited Southside Elementary School to serve 

Thanksgiving lunch. After dishing up the turkey and mashed 

potatoes, they visited with the students. Officer Carpenter is 

the PCSD #1 School Resource Officer (SRO).  



Around the District 

The Student Leadership at Southside Elementary School organized Sock-tober during the month of October, 
collecting new socks for local kids in need, especially during the cold winter months. Southside third-graders 
amassed the most socks, with 109 pairs. First-graders came in at a close second with a total of 104. Schoolwide, 
Southside students donated 502 pairs of socks. 

Shout outs! 

Kandi Bennett wrote and was awarded a WDE Professional Development Grant to 
attend the NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) 
Conference November 18-25. She was accompanied by Jennifer Franks, Director 
and teacher at Little Learners Preschool, as a CTE Child Development Advisory 
Member. They attended with the goal of networking with Early Childhood 
Educators from around the world to encourage and provide opportunities for 
Powell High School Child Development students to pursue career opportunities in 
the field. The profession is growing and the diversity for training is as varied as the 
career field itself. Kandi and Jennifer returned with ideas for implementing 
certification opportunities at the high school CTE level and many ideas for working with children. Workshops 
included topics on diversity, literacy, and STEAM Skills. The conference had 9,100 attendees and offered over 350 
workshops. They are looking forward to strengthening the CTE Child Development Program at PHS. 

I'd like to do a Shout Out to Nicole MaierReitz, for 
Coaching the Speech and Debate Team. The S & D 
Team went all the way to Nationals in Texas last 
year and have over 50 team members this year! 
-Evangeline Linton

I would like to give a shout out to Jane Woods, 
Jacque Mooney, John Fabela, and John Miller for 
their hard work on the middle school Veteran’s Day 
assembly! Everything flowed so nicely and the 
students really rose to the challenge in such a 
respectful way. Thanks for all you guys do! 
-Stacie Faxon

Do you have a teacher, staff member, student, event 

or activity you would like to recognize in our Shout 

Out section?  Please email your shout out nomination 

to Amy at ALJohnson@PCSD1.org 



FYI 









https://www.factretriever.com/christmas-facts



