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Teacher Appreciation in the Midst of COVID - 19  

Teachers open children’s minds to the magic of ideas, knowledge, and dreams. Teachers 

carry out a major responsibility in preparing our young people to assume their roles as 

effective citizens, as well as mold the lives and shape the future of our next generation.  

Park #1 is fully immersed in distance learning and teachers’ work, although being done 

differently, is more important than ever.  

Although we cannot be together to celebrate teachers, the District recognizes the work 

being done in response to our students’ needs during the distance learning period.  

Thank you, teachers, for everything you do for our students and families. Teacher 

Appreciation Week was May 4 – 8, and it provides everyone an opportunity to express 

our gratitude for the service of teaching kids.  

Distance learning is a complicated method of delivering instruction in the best of 

circumstances.  Consider this; our students were receiving face-to-face instruction up 

until March 13, which was the beginning of spring break for the District.  While teachers 

and students were out for break, schools were closed indefinitely.  Teachers returned to 

face an educational paradigm shift by altering all instruction to a remote learning 

platform.  Two weeks later, on April 6, all of our schools were delivering education on-

line or via packets to approximately 1850 students.  It is one of the most amazing shifts 

in thinking and in action, I have ever witnessed.  It was remarkable to watch how fast 

our district staff responded to this challenge by learning new technology, new processes 

and altered communications with their students.  I am so grateful for all our teachers in 

this District.  You are appreciated! 

We all are teachers, no matter the position we serve in, and this is not lost on me, 

especially now.  We realize how challenging this time has been for students and families.  

I am especially heartbroken for the senior class who has had to endure the brunt of loss 

during the school closure.  I am encouraged by how the community of Powell has 

stepped up to make the seniors feel appreciated and celebrated regardless of what is 

going on around us.  There have been many stories about parents making heroic efforts 

to support their kids’ learning during this time.  We applaud parents, grandparents, 

guardians, big brothers/sisters, and anyone who has collaborated with educators for the 

cause of learning.   

The COVID-19 pandemic has turned our world upside down and is challenging us as a 

nation, as a state and as individuals in ways we never imagined.  Yet, there is hope for a 

better future.  Our appreciation of each other is deepening, our understanding that we 

must work together is heightened, and we see anew the importance of being connected 

as a community. 

May 2020 Events 

 4-8:  Lunch Pick Up at Southside 

Elementary (9am-11am) 

 11:  Kindergarten Registration 

Packet Pick up at Support 

Service Building (8am-4pm) 

 11-15:  Lunch Pick Up at Southside 

Elementary (9am-11am) 

 13:  Drive Thru TDaP Vaccination 

Clinic at Middle School (11am-

1:30pm) 

 18: Kindergarten Registration 

Packet Drop off at Support 

Services Building (8am-4pm) 

 18-22:  Lunch Pick Up at 

Southside Elementary (9am-

11am) 

 22:  Last Day of Remote Learning 

 24: SLC Graduation Ceremony 

(12:30pm)                                                

PHS Graduation Ceremony (2pm) 

For graduates and one vehicle 

followed by public car parade 

through town 

 26-29: Lunch Pick Up at 

Southside Elementary (9am-

11am) 

 27:  Curbside Device Trade for 

Southside Elementary Students 

(2pm) 

 29: Last Day of School 

 1 June:  Last Day for teachers 

For the latest on events and 
cancellations, please visit pcsd1.org 

http://www.pcsd1.org


Staff Retirements 

Kathy Ackley 
Administrative Assistant, Powell High School 

Retiring with 21 years of service to PCSD#1 

Carol Dunn 
Para Educator/Title 1, Southside Elementary School 

Retiring with 29 years of service to PCSD#1 

Lene Acker 
Fifth Grade Teacher, Southside Elementary School 

Retiring with 21 years of service to PCSD#1 

Tim Brus 
Fifth Grade Teacher, Parkside Elementary School 

Retiring with 25 years of service to PCSD#1 

Cliff Boos 
Psych Technician K-12, Cross Country Head Coach and Track Assistant Coach  

Retiring with 42 years of service to PCSD#1 



Staff Retirements 

Carol Johnston 
IMC Clerk, Southside Elementary School 

Retiring with 36 years of service to PCSD#1 

Patty Startin 
Computer Lab Clerk, Parkside Elementary School 

Retiring with 23 years of service to PCSD#1 

Jolyn Kawano 
Special Education Para Educator, Powell High School 

Retiring with 16 years of service to PCSD#1 

Marsha Neubert 
Health Teacher, Parkside, Southside and Westside Elementary School 

Retiring with 31 years of service to PCSD#1 

John Miller 
Music Teacher, Powell High School and Middle School 

Retiring with 28 years of service to PCSD#1 



Around the District 

On February 28, Powell 
Middle School students 
showcased their 
National History Day 
(NHD) Breaking Barriers 
in History projects. 
Exhibits, performances, 
websites, papers and 
documentaries were 
selected to move on to 
the Regional History Day 
competition in Greybull 
on March 11. Students 
that placed 1st or 2nd at 
Regionals were eligible 
to compete at the 
Wyoming State National 
History virtual 
competition.  



Around the District 
Five 8th Grade students, pictured at right, advanced to the final round at the virtual Wyoming History Day: 

Sam Johnston: Website, (3rd place and awarded the Colonial Dames Heritage Award) Breaking Through to the 
Other Side: World War II Through the Eyes of a Wyoming Soldier 

Aramonie Brinkerhoff: Website, (awarded the American West Experience & Historical Studies Award) Temple 
Grandin | Breaking the Barrier of Autism and Animal Science 

Kiyoko Hayano: Exhibit, Black, White, and Blue: Breaking the Color Barrier One Beat at a 
Time 

Marshall Lewis: Historical Paper, Conquering The Marathon; Running A Sub-Two Hour 
Marathon 

Emma Johnson: Documentary, (2nd place and continuing to National History Day) Jane 
Goodall - Man The Toolmaker: How An Untrained British Woman Broke The Barrier Of Man's 
Most Defining Characteristic 

Emma Johnson’s documentary will move on to the national competition scheduled for June 
14-18, 2020. Due to COVID-19, the competition will be held virtually instead of at the 
University of Maryland, College Park.  

Regional History Day participants 



Around the District 

Parkside students got in the spirit 
with Dr. Seuss dress up day! 



Around the District 

National School Breakfast 

Week was celebrated 

March 2-6.  Special guests 

served breakfast and 

visited with the students 

each day. 



Around the District 



Around the District 

On March 6, the culminating event of 

Westside Elementary’s Read-a-thon took 

place.  Mrs. Woyak had challenged the student 

body and the sponsoring PTC to raise $10,000.  

The students chose the goal of covering Mrs. 

Woyak in slime and they started reading.  The 

Read-a-thon raised well over the $10,000 goal 

and the students logged 77,504 minutes of 

reading. 

The students voted from four choices for the challenge if they 
reached their goal:  1. Mrs. Woyak would dress up as the school 
mascot and parade the halls; 2. She would be covered in banana split 
toppings; 3. She would be wrapped in toilet paper; 4. She would be 
covered in slime.   



Shout outs! 

Reflections on the coaching career of Nate Urbach 

Contributed by Nick Fulton and photos by Greg Wise 

After twenty-two seasons as a head wrestling coach, sixteen in Powell, Coach Nate Urbach has decided to hang up 

the whistle.  Coach Urbach has undoubtedly left an impact on the Powell community and the state of Wyoming 

wrestling community.  His legacy is one of excellence both on and off the mat, integrity and proving that work ethic 

and dedication to tasks at hand will pay dividends.  Whether you were an athlete for Coach Urbach, a fellow coach, a 

colleague in the school, or a student in his classroom, Nate has had positive influences in many spheres of our 

educational and athletic systems at Powell High School.   

Coach Urbach began his coaching career in Rushville, Nebraska, where after 

student teaching there, he accepted a Social Studies and Weight Training teaching 

position as well as being named the head wrestling coach.  During his tenure as the 

head wrestling coach in Rushville, his teams placed 10th, 2nd, 1st, 1st, 1st, & 3rd at 

the Nebraska State wrestling tournament.  

This is quite a feat coming from a division that had seventy-two teams in the field 

he was competing against.  

For his efforts, he was recognized as Nebraska Coach of the Year in 2001, 2002 & 

2003.  Another highlight of Coach Urbach’s career in Rushville was coaching Brett Hunter.  Brett was a two-time state 

champion in high school and went on to win two Division II National Wrestling Championships at Chadron State 

College. 

Coach Urbach moved to Powell in 2004, where he began a sixteen-year tenure as the Head Coach of the Panthers.  

During his career at Powell High School, his teams won six team championships (2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, 2014, & 

2015), three runner-ups (2010, 2016 & 2017).  

 In his sixteen years as the head coach at Powell, Coach Urbach had at least one state champion every year.  He also 

was recognized as the Wyoming 3-A Coach of the year in 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015 and regional Coach of 

the Year in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2015 & 2020.    

In total, Coach Urbach coached forty-eight state champions, two four-time state champions, two NHSCA High School 

Senior Nationals All-Americans. His dual record was 247-33 and has been a NHSACA National Coach of the Year 

Finalist in 2015 & 2020.   Coach Urbach should be a shoo-in to the Wyoming Coaches Association Hall of Fame.  This 

is a position known well to the Urbach family as his father, long time Greybull coach, Tom Urbach is also a member.   

Coach Urbach was able to gain success through building positive 

relationships with student athletes, maintaining high expectations for 

himself and others around him, constant and continuous hard work and 

dedication to athletes and excellence of coaching and education, and 

consistently being a student of the sport.  While the Panther program will 

miss him and his presence as the head wrestling coach at the high school, 

he will continue to teach at Powell High School as well as eighth-grade 

football.  He also has recently accepted the head middle school wrestling 

position.  

Thanks, Coach Urbach, for your years of dedication to the athletes and 

community of Powell. 

Coach Carter, Coach Urbach and Coach Fulton 



Around the District 

Cody Fisher, a 5th-grade Westside student in Mr. Graham's class, has been 
named as one of the twelve finalists for the Wyoming Agriculture in the 
Classroom Bookmark Competition. He competed against 1900 other 
students across the state in crafting a bookmark depicting Wyoming 
agriculture. With his recognition, the Westside tradition of finalists in this 
state-wide contest lives on. Typically there is a banquet in Cheyenne to 
recognize the finalists and allow them the opportunity to meet the 
Governor and other state-level representatives. The organizers still planning 
to host a celebration for the finalists and their families at a later date. 
Westside is extremely proud of Cody! 

Congratulations to Abby Landwehr, who has been chosen by the Freedom Forum and 
the USA Today/Al Neuharth Foundation as the Wyoming Free Spirit Journalist for 2020. 
Abby normally would receive an all-expenses-paid trip to the Free Spirit Journalism 
Conference in Washington, DC, in late June, to spend one week 
with the 50 other state/District of Columbia free spirits from 
around the country, but due to the pandemic, the experience will 
have to be truncated and relegated to Zoom and other digital 
platforms. 
For two years, Rachel Kuntz has ably handled the reins of the 
Prowl and will pass them along to Abby for next year. Rachel has 
been on the Prowl all three years it has been in existence and has 

provided exemplary leadership. Along with the other 14 kids in the class, Rachel and 
Abby have been busy producing some outstanding stories, especially since the 
pandemic began. 



Shout outs! 

From Theresa Miller - I would like to give a shout out to Holly Kienlen 
and Lisa Barrus. They do many wonderful things for the Shoshone 
Learning Center, including sharing their culinary talents. They bring 
in food for many occasions and sometimes for no occasion. We 
celebrate monthly birthdays for students, staff birthdays, good work 
by students, and National School Breakfast Week with food for all. 
Constitution Day (who even knew that was a day?), April Fools Day, 
PI Day, among others, bring out their creativity. Students can use 
some of their award points to choose a special treat made for them by Mrs. 
Kienlen. During this separation, I’m sure all of us at the SLC are missing the 
delicious goodies they make. 

From John Miller - Shout out for Denise Laursen 
spending part of her weekends putting together 
individual cooking packets each week for class 

assignments. 

Lena Jones    Savannah Layland 

Lorraine Griffith   Rhonda Stevens 

Tolena Wempen  Schelley Argento 

Katie Griffin   Suzanne Alexander  

THANK YOU TO OUR FOOD SERVICE WORKERS! 

Thank you for keeping our students fed during the closure!   






