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May 29, 2021

Dear Paramus Community,

Next week, we begin the final month of the 2020-2021 school year.  While we can all agree that
this school year has presented us with numerous--and oftentimes unforeseen--obstacles, it has
also repeatedly shown us that our community’s characteristic support and collaboration will
continue to provide us with the means to overcome these challenges.  Although the school year
has less than a month remaining, we continue to focus our energy on not only ensuring we are
prepared for next school year, but also on ensuring that we provide our students with the best
possible learning experience during these final weeks before summer.

To that end, please carefully review the information below for critical updates and clarifications
regarding the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year, the 2021 Summer Learning Program, and
the start of the 2021-2022 school year.  You may also view the Key Takeaways document
connected to this update for easy reference.

Updated Protocols: 2020-2021 School Year

Individual Desk Barriers
Based on the continuing decline in COVID-19 activity across our community, region, and State,
and in keeping with our approach of balancing the risk of disease transmission with the benefits of
offering high-quality in-person instruction, the following changes will take place beginning Tuesday,
June 1:

● High School
○ Effective immediately, high school students will no longer be required to use desk

shields.  Desk shields should not be returned to school.

● Middle School/Elementary School
○ Effective immediately, desk shields will no longer be required for middle and

elementary school students.  However, since these shields are mounted to each
desk, it will take time for our custodial staff to remove them.  As a result, many
desks will likely still have shields on them when students return on June 1.  We
expect that all desks will be shield-free prior to Monday, June 7.

○ For the remainder of this school year, if weather conditions require elementary
school students to eat lunch indoors, individual desk barriers will be temporarily
placed on student desks/tables only during the time students are eating lunch.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xyVoABDty8418PtwcAUD6mEQqRMcYS_Vkws0hRUSdrw/edit?usp=sharing


Masking Requirements
As discussed in the May 21 Community Update and during the May 24 Public Board Presentation,
Governor Murphy’s recently-issued Executive Order No. 241 declared that existing general mask
requirements for public schools must continue to be followed in all circumstances with the
following updated exception: individuals who are on school property, but outdoors and outside of
regular school hours, are not required to wear masks. In addition, the ten exceptions to mask
requirements that are identified starting on page 7 of Executive Order No. 175, and that have been
in place since the beginning of this school year, remain in effect.

Particularly relevant for this time of year is the second exception to mandatory mask wearing,
which states that the use of a face covering will not be mandated when the individual is exposed to
extreme heat outdoors.  Our district’s existing protocols already provide for the ability of staff and
students exposed to extreme heat to remove their masks while maintaining the required six feet of
social distance.  However, considering the increased likelihood of extreme outdoor heat days
during the month of June, and in the interest of health, safety, and district uniformity for our staff
and students, the following new protocol will be implemented beginning Tuesday, June 1:

● Districtwide Extreme Outdoor Heat Days
○ To be declared when at least one of the following two conditions are met:

■ The actual temperature is forecast to reach at least 80 degrees.
■ The heat index, also known as the “real feel” temperature, is forecast to

reach at least 80 degrees.  This temperature represents how hot the outdoor
air actually feels to people and is determined by factoring in both actual air
temperature and relative humidity.

○ On such days, students and staff will not be required to wear masks while outdoors
and while six feet of social distance can be maintained. Of course, individuals will
still have the option of wearing masks on these days if they choose.

○ In the interest of ensuring the greatest degree of accuracy while also providing
reasonable notice, these days will be determined on a weekly basis and included
on the Paramus Community Connection’s Extreme Outdoor Heat Days page.

Summer Learning Program: Summer 2021

Registration for all levels of the 2021 Summer Learning Program is now open and accessible
through the Genesis Parent Portal.  Please visit the Paramus Community Connection’s Summer
Learning Program 2021 page to access all relevant information about program options, including a
Frequently Asked Questions section that is updated on a regular basis.
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2021-2022 School Year

Safe Return Plan
As a reminder, all Paramus Public Schools will be open for full-time in-person learning during the
2021-2022 school year.  In addition, and as reviewed during the May 24 Public Board
Presentation, the New Jersey Department of Education is requiring all districts to submit a “Safe
Return to School” plan by June 24, 2021.  Included in this plan is a requirement for school districts
to seek and take into account public comment on their Safe Return Plans.  To that end, in the
coming weeks the district will be providing opportunities for the public to submit comments on the
development of the plan.

Continued District Planning
Please know that, well ahead of the NJDOE’s announcement of the above requirements, the
district had already been hard at work on ensuring our schools would be ready for the return of all
students to high quality, full-time in-person learning in September 2021.  Critical areas on which
we have been focusing include both logistical items (e.g., lunch, staffing, ventilation, etc.) as well
as academic and wellness items (e.g., academic reinforcement, social-emotional learning, mental
health, etc.).  As we work toward finalizing these plans and identifying contingency plans, we will
be providing the community with multiple means of reviewing this information beyond just the
minimally-required NJDOE Safe Return Plan, including through Community Updates, postings on
the Paramus Community Connections website, and virtual information sessions.

Thank you, and I hope you all enjoy the remainder of this Memorial Day Weekend!

Sincerely,

Sean Adams
Superintendent of Schools
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