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June 8, 2021

Dear Paramus Community,

As we near the end of the 2020-2021 school year, the importance of ensuring the health and safety of our
students, staff, and families remains our top priority. As we have seen within our community, region, and
State, the rate of COVID-19 transmission is steadily declining.  As a district, we must remain cognizant of
our mandate to carefully balance mitigating the risk of disease transmission with prioritizing other critical
matters of health and quality of learning.  Throughout this school year, the district has ensured that State
mandates are implemented within our schools and that State guidelines are carefully analyzed and applied
appropriately to our district’s individual circumstances.

To that end, on May 29, I announced to the community that the use of desk shields in school would no
longer be required, and the requirement to wear masks outdoors would be lifted on days of extreme heat
pursuant to the exceptions to masking requirements identified within Governor Murphy’s Executive Order
No. 175.  These two measures are clear examples of the ways in which the district’s leadership team has
taken into account the exhibited success of our COVID-19 transmission mitigation protocols, in addition to
the significantly high rate of vaccinations within the overall Paramus community and among individuals
within our schools.

While the exception to masking requirements in extreme heat situations identified within the Executive Order
specifically applies to outdoors only, yesterday afternoon Governor Murphy announced during his press
conference—and subsequently via Twitter—an important update that now “school officials are empowered to
relax masking among students and staff in their buildings given extreme weather conditions [and to] make
the best decision for their buildings and communities.” In light of this announcement, coupled with the fact
that the Executive Order also includes an exception to masking protocols in situations where wearing a
mask would inhibit an individual’s health, and following careful consideration of our assessment of the
district’s individual circumstances including the mitigating factors identified above, effective immediately
students and staff are permitted to remove their masks both indoors and outdoors due to the
extreme heat inherent to our area during this time of the year. Due to the amount of time students and
staff are exposed to these heat conditions throughout the school day, this exception will extend throughout
the remainder of this school year and into the district’s summer learning program, and will be applicable to
all indoor and outdoor school-related activities, including while students are riding the bus. Individuals will
continue to have the option to wear masks if they choose.  Families are encouraged to discuss this option
with their children and contact their principals if there are any specific requests.  All other existing health and
safety protocols will remain in effect.

Thank you, and please stay safe.

Sincerely,

Sean Adams
Superintendent of Schools


