
Office of the Superintendent Sean P. Adams
145 Spring Valley Road (201) 261-7800, ext. 3000
Paramus, NJ  07652 sadams@paramusschools.org

                                                                                                                                                        

June 17, 2021

Dear Paramus Community,

All districts that are receiving federal grant funding through the American Rescue Plan Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ARP ESSER) Fund are required to submit a "Safe Return to School"
plan by no later than June 24, 2021.  The Paramus Public School District has received close to $2.2 million
of funding through this grant.  These funds will be utilized to support our safe reopening of schools in
September and our ability to meet academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs.

The New Jersey Department of Education requires the plan to address specific components, including
taking into account public comment in the development of the plan.  To that end, the district has added a
Safe Return Plan section to its Paramus Community Connections website.  After reviewing the current draft
language responding to the required components of the plan, community members are encouraged to
complete the Safe Return Plan survey.  Feedback must be submitted by Monday, June 21, at 3:00 p.m. An
updated draft of the plan will then be presented at the Board of Education meeting that evening.

It is important to point out that the required components of this plan are separate from the district's ongoing
work related to our return to full-day in-person learning for the 2021-2022 school year.  While the grant funds
connected to this plan will be instrumental in supporting this work, there are many other factors to consider
ahead of September that will require additional collaboration with students, families, staff, administration,
and Board of Education members.  Opportunities for participation in this important work will be shared at a
later date.

Key Takeaways

● All districts receiving funding through the ARP ESSER fund are required to submit a “Safe Return
to School” plan.

● The current draft of the Paramus School District’s plan can be viewed on the Paramus
Community Connection’s Safe Return Plan page.

● Members of the school community may provide comments into the plan by completing the Safe
Return Plan survey by no later than Monday, June 21, at 3:00 p.m.

● An updated draft of the plan will be presented at the Board of Education meeting on Monday,
June 21, at 7:00 p.m.

● The final version of the plan will be submitted to the NJDOE on June 24, 2021.

Sincerely,

Sean Adams
Superintendent of Schools
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