
Office of the Superintendent Sean P. Adams
145 Spring Valley Road (201) 261-7800, ext. 3000
Paramus, NJ  07652 sadams@paramusschools.org

                                                                                                                                                        

May 5, 2021

Dear Paramus Community,

The school district received notification that there have been two recent reports of suspicious
incidents in Paramus.  These incidents are summarized in the below information from the Paramus
Police Department:

On Monday, May 3, 2021 officers interviewed a resident who reported that their ten (10)
year old daughter was walking in the area of Van Binsberger Boulevard, near Midland
Avenue at approximately 3:20 PM. At that time a vehicle described as possibly a Jeep
Wrangler (described as jungle looking), dark in color pulled to the victim and asked “Do you
want a ride.”  The victim ran home and notified the police. The suspect was described as a
male white, heavyset, age possibly in 30-40’s. He had spikey hair, with a fade on the sides.
He was possibly wearing a blue and white checkered shirt.

The second incident occurred previously on April 8, 2021, at approximately 1:45 in the area
of Azalea Street and Roosevelt Boulevard.  At that time and date, an eight year old male
was riding his bike when a dark colored vehicle approached him and asked if he wanted
candy. The boy rode directly to his home and notified the police. The suspect was
described as a male white, age 20- 30 years old, with blond hair that was spiked.

Anyone with any information is asked to call the Paramus Police Department at
201-262-3400 or use our anonymous tips app located at www.paramuspolice.org

Please review the following list of safety tips for your children:

● Check first. Children should check first before going anywhere with anyone at any time for
any reason, including going with relatives and people the child knows. They should always
check first with the person who is caring for them at that time. If it is impossible to check
with the caregiver, then the answer is “No! They may not go.”

● Use the buddy system. When outside, children should walk with at least one other person.
Groups of more than two are optimal.

● Remain anonymous. When outside the house, children should not wear clothing,
backpacks, or other articles with their names visible on it. Children are more likely to trust
someone who calls them by name.
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● Keep at arm’s length. Children should stay at least an adult arm’s length away from any car
that is occupied by a person trying to talk to them so that they cannot be reached by the
person inside the car.

● Just say no. If someone encourages a child to get into a car, to help find a lost pet, or to
leave with them for any reason, the child should yell “No” as loudly as possible and run to
the closest adult whom they know and trust. Yelling "No" indicates the child has been
prepared for the situation.

● Run in the other direction. If necessary, children should know to run in the opposite
direction from the one the car is facing. It is harder to drive in reverse than forward.

● Know your information. Children should know their full names, addresses, and the best
phone numbers (including area codes) to call in case of an emergency.

● Get the details. Older children should be taught to pay attention to the color and make of
the vehicle and/or its license information (state and number), the physical characteristics of
the person(s), and where they were approached. If they have cell phones, they should
immediately call 911 to report any suspicious activity. This information will assist the police
in their investigation.

● Know the code.  Create a secret code word and tell your child not to go with anyone under
any circumstances unless that person also knows the word.

The safety of the children of Paramus is the foremost concern of the Board of Education, school
administration and staff, and Police Department. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s principal or the Paramus Police
Department.

Sincerely,

Sean Adams
Superintendent of Schools

Page 2 of 2


