Paramus Public Schools:
Reopening Update

August 31, 2020

Timeline of Recent Events
Public Board Meeting
Revised reopening plan, including reasons for the
revisions, are presented to the public at the
special Board meeting.

Prior to August 26, 2020
Staﬃng vacancies are within
expected ranges.

Staﬃng Crisis and Community Notiﬁcation

The district continues to meet all
existing health and safety guidelines
as per the NJDOE’s “The Road Back”
document and continues to pursue
and implement additional health and
safety measures in line with its
philosophy to go above and beyond
State expectations.

The number of staff vacancies increases
signiﬁcantly (28 to 50), resulting in a
percentage change increase of 284.62%
over the course of three days. A special
Board meeting is scheduled and notiﬁcation
quickly sent to the entire school community
that there may be a need to delay the start
of in-person education.

8/26/20 - 8/27/20
8/25/20

While the district continues to meet all existing
health and safety guidelines as per the NJDOE’s
“The Road Back” document and continues to
pursue and implement additional health and
safety measures in line with its philosophy to go
above and beyond State expectations, it is unable
to meet its staﬃng requirements in order to
ensure proper monitoring and supervision for
health and safety due to the sudden and dramatic
increase in essential staff vacancies.

8/29/20 - 8/30/20
8/31/20

8/28/20
Initial Increase in Staff Vacancies
The number of staff vacancies doubles (13 to
28); however, the district is still able to meet
its staﬃng requirements in order to ensure
proper monitoring and supervision for health
and safety due to the relatively stable number
of vacancies prior to this point.
The district continues to meet all existing
health and safety guidelines as per the
NJDOE’s “The Road Back” document and
continues to pursue and implement additional
health and safety measures in line with its
philosophy to go above and beyond State
expectations.

11/09/20

Comprehensive Administrative Analysis

Revised Start Date for In-Person Learning

The full district administrative team
analyzes the vacancies by level and position
to determine if there is any pathway (e.g.,
restructuring of staff) to enable the district
to remain open for in-person education,
including the viability of opening for
in-person education at the elementary level.
Since there are no viable options, building,
staff, and student schedules must be
redone.

To allow the time necessary to post vacant
positions, screen and interview candidates,
obtain Board approval for ﬁnalists, and
receive results of required NJDOE candidate
checks, Monday, November 9, is the revised
start date for in-person learning. The district
will continuously monitor progress toward
achieving appropriate staﬃng levels and
may adjust the start date accordingly.

Health and Safety:
Important Points of Clarification
●

The district continues to meet all existing health and safety guidelines as per the NJDOE’s
“The Road Back” document.
○

●

However, the district is unable to meet its staffing requirements in order to implement these health and safety
guidelines and ensure proper monitoring and supervision for health and safety.

The district continues to pursue and implement additional health and safety measures in line
with its philosophy to go above and beyond State expectations (e.g., multiple layers of PPE).
○

Ventilation
■
The district meets the ventilation requirements as mandated in the NJDOE’s “The Road Back” document.
■
The recently-commissioned air quality study is an example of the district continuing to pursue ways in
which to exceed those requirements. Again, the district does meet the air quality requirements outlined
by the NJDOE and is bound by Executive Order from the Governor to provide in-person learning as long
as all other health and safety guidelines are met.

Scheduling:
Important Points of Clarification
●

While the target date for resuming in-person education is November 9, 2020, the district will
work steadfastly at meeting its obligation to reopen schools for students as soon as we are
safely able.
○
○

●
●

Accordingly, we may be able to reopen for in-person education for certain student populations and levels prior
to November 9, 2020.
We may also be able to reopen for in-person education for all students prior to November 9, 2020.

Middle and high school individual student schedules will be sent to families Tuesday,
September 1.
Elementary teacher assignments will be sent to families Tuesday, September 1.

Elementary School:
Sample Full-Remote Schedule

Middle School:
Sample Full-Remote Schedule

High School:
Full-Remote Schedule

Updated Resources
Paramus Community Connections
Health Resources for Parents/Guardians & Students
Health Resources for Staff
Technology Resources

