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"Developing Leaders One Student at a Time" 

 
          

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 16, 2020 

Greetings East Orange School District Parents and Guardians, 

We hope that this letter finds you and your family safe, sound, and in good spirits! We 

also hope that you had a wonderful summer! In 2019, Governor Phil Murphy signed 

legislation mandating the following:  

“A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and 

social contributions of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an 

appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as 

part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning 

Standards in Social Studies.”  

During the 2020-2021 school year, every school in the state of New Jersey is expected to 

infuse within their curricula the political, economic, and social contributions of LGBTQ 

individuals. In accordance with this act, the East Orange School District has created a 

curriculum resource guide, which consists of instructional materials including but not 

limited to books, documents, and lesson plans for teachers of scholars in grades 6-12. 
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"Developing Leaders One Student at a Time" 

During the 2020-2021 school year, middle and high school Social Studies teachers will 

utilize this guide as a reference during regular instructional time. If you have any 

questions or concerns regarding this mandate, please don't hesitate to contact me via 

email at s.richardson@eastorange.k12.nj.us.   

We thank you for your support as we seek to create engaging, empowering, and inclusive 

learning experiences for your child (ren). May we continue to collaborate and have a 

wonderful school year!  

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Shea Richardson 

Supervisor of Social Studies 

East Orange School District  

Department of Curriculum and Instructional Services  

35 Winans Street 

East Orange, New Jersey 07017 

Email: s.richardson@eastorange.k12.nj.us 

Cohesiveness...Consistency...Clear Communication 

 



Rationale 

 

Greetings East Orange School District faculty, staff, scholars and families. In 2019, Governor Phil Murphy 

signed legislation mandating the following:  

 

“A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of 

persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in 

the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Social Studies.”  

 

During the 2020-2021 school year, every school in the state of New Jersey is expected to infuse within their 

curricula the political, economic, and social contributions of LGBTQ individuals. In accordance with this act, the 

East Orange School District has created a resource guide, which consists of instructional materials including 

but not limited to books, documents, and lesson plans for teachers of scholars in grades 6-12. During the 

2020-2021 school year, middle and high school teachers will use this guide as a reference during regular 

instructional time. We thank you for your support as we seek to create engaging, empowering, and inclusive 

learning experiences for your child(ren).  



 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 

Theme / Unit:  Developing LGBTQ-Inclusive Classrom Resources 

 

 Resource Names   Resource Description  Link  

DEVELOPING LGBTQ-INCLUSIVE 
CLASSROOM RESOURCES 

One way that educators can promote safer 
school environments is by developing lessons 

that avoid bias and that include positive 
representations of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) people, 
history, and events. For LGBTQ students, 

attending a school with an inclusive curriculum 
is related to less-hostile school experiences and 

increased feelings of connectedness to the school 
community. Inclusive curriculum benefits all 
students by promoting diversity and teaching 
them about the myriad of identities in their 

communities.  

https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/2019-11
/GLSEN_LGBTQ_Inclusive_Curriculum_Reso

urce_2019_0.pdf 

Make It Better for Youth The Monmouth County Consortium for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer 

and Questioning Youth is an umbrella 
organization of concerned and determined 

educators, community leaders, arts and cultural 
organizations, businesses and individuals who 
are are pooling resources and ideas to make it 

better with education, outreach, and social 
opportunities for our LGBTQ youth. 

https://makeitbetter4youth.org/ 

SOCIAL JUSTICE STANDARDS: THE 
TEACHING TOLERANCE 
ANTI-BIAS FRAMEWORK 

Teaching Tolerance is dedicated to reducing 
prejudice, improving intergroup relations and 
supporting equitable school experiences for our 

nation’s children. 

https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/social-ju
stice-standards 

Be Prepared for Questions and Put-Downs 
Around Gender 

It is important to practice how to respond to 
questions related to gender and how to interrupt 

gender based teasing and bullying. Being prepared 
will help you embrace teachable moments with 

your students to foster a gender inclusive school. 

https://assets2.hrc.org/welcoming-schools/docu
ments/WS_Be_Prepared_for_Questions_and_P

ut-Downs_on_Gender.pdf 

https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/GLSEN_LGBTQ_Inclusive_Curriculum_Resource_2019_0.pdf
https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/GLSEN_LGBTQ_Inclusive_Curriculum_Resource_2019_0.pdf
https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/GLSEN_LGBTQ_Inclusive_Curriculum_Resource_2019_0.pdf
https://makeitbetter4youth.org/
https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/social-justice-standards
https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/social-justice-standards
https://assets2.hrc.org/welcoming-schools/documents/WS_Be_Prepared_for_Questions_and_Put-Downs_on_Gender.pdf
https://assets2.hrc.org/welcoming-schools/documents/WS_Be_Prepared_for_Questions_and_Put-Downs_on_Gender.pdf
https://assets2.hrc.org/welcoming-schools/documents/WS_Be_Prepared_for_Questions_and_Put-Downs_on_Gender.pdf


 

Gender & Children: A Place to Begin Creating schools that nurture academic 
achievement, provide physical and emotional 
safety and welcome all students is a common 

goal for all educators. In order for students to 
feel supported and empowered to express their 

identities and interests at school, educators 
must create gender inclusive environments that 

both affirm all children and help them move 
beyond the limitations of gender stereotyping. 

https://assets2.hrc.org/welcoming-schools/docu
ments/WS_Gender_and_Children_Place_to_Be

gin.pdf 

Esté Preparado Para Preguntas E Insultos 
Sobre El Género 

Es importante practicar cómo responder a 
preguntas sobre el género o interrumpir burlas 

hirientes basadas en él. Estar preparado le 
ayudará a abordar los momentos oportunos de 
enseñanza para fomentar una escuela inclusiva 

de género con sus estudiantes. 

https://assets2.hrc.org/welcoming-schools/docu
ments/WS_Be_Prepared_for_Questions_and_P

ut-Downs_on_Gender_(ESP).pdf 

RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS ABOUT 
LGBTQ TOPICS: AN INTERACTIVE 

SKILL-BUILDING EXERCISE 

This interactive exercise gives educators an 
opportunity to practice responding to questions 

about LGBTQ topics from students, families 
and colleagues that may feel challenging. The 
facilitator needs to foster a brave space where 

participants feel welcome to try out new 
vocabulary and language. The goal of this 
activity is for educators to learn from each 

other and increase their capacity to embrace 
teachable moments in their school communities. 

https://assets2.hrc.org/welcoming-schools/docu
ments/WS_Responding_to_Questions_about_L

GBTQ_Topics.pdf 
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LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 

Theme / Unit:   LGBTQ Lesson Plans 
 

 Grade Level    Resource Name   Resource Description  Link  

4 -5 Gender Roles During the Gold Rush This lesson seeks to introduce students to 
the California Gold Rush by examining the 
gender stereotypes of the time. This lesson 
asks students to consider how gender roles 

and stereotypes have changed since the 
Gold Rush. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ge
nder-roles-during-the-gold-rush-2/ 

4-5 Two Spirit and Non-Traditional 
Families 

This lesson seeks to introduce students to 
different family models, specifically through 
comparing American and Native American 
culture. This lesson also seeks to define what 

it means to be Two Spirit and to discuss 
personal family narratives. 

 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/tw
o-spirit-and-non-traditional-families/ 

4-5 Early Colonial Gender Roles This lesson seeks to introduce students to 
gender roles, stereotypes and family roles in 
pre-colonial and early colonial time periods. 

Students will also explore current gender 
systems and examine how gender roles have 

changed over time. 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ear
ly-colonial-gender-roles/ 

4-5 Native American Gender Roles and 
Spanish Colonialism 

This lesson explores culture, oppression, 
and colonialism by exploring Native 
American gender roles and how they 
differed from Spanish gender roles. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/nat
ive-american-gender-roles-and-spanis

h-colonialism/ 
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4-8 Charley Parkhurst and California Gold 
Rush 

This lesson centers around gender  
expression, within a 

broader conversation about opportunities 
available to migrants to California during 

the Gold Rush Era. 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kpgf4
eH6zAcJ4FoIymFdSURHrl5anH4m/v

iew 

5-8 Native Americans, Gender Roles, and 
Two-Spirit People 

This lesson plan explores two-spirit 
traditions in some Native American 

cultures. Students will learn different 
perspectives on gender roles and gender 

expectations. They will contrast the beliefs 
and values within these traditions with those 

of early European immigrants. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/nat
ive-americans-gender-roles-and-two-s

pirit-people/ 

6-8 Struggles for Justice: 
Love, War, and Honor in Ancient 

Greece 
 

 Struggle for justice in Ancient Greece using 
the text; The Iliad 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mNM3
PpDG4a8-4qTtZZlLRjT2bDfbsXn7/vi

ew 

6-8 Better Nate Than Never ELA based lesson by expanding Character 
Traits through Better Nate Than Ever 

 

http://makeitbetter4youth.org/wp-con
tent/uploads/2019/07/Sample-ELA-Les

son-Plan-Gr-6-8.pdf 

6-8 Friedrich von Steuben and the 
Continental Army 

Baron Von Steuben reveals the enduring 
issue of gays in the military 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1
p5ZKP1_qwqQGyn3_QK0lAgVMguS

G9pR7px6PbAeDfGs/edit 

 Elementary/ Middle 
School / High School 

What’s So Bad About “That’s So Gay”? 

 

Almost every teacher has heard students use 
the expression, “that’s so gay” as a way of 
putting down or insulting someone (or to 

describe something). These lessons will help 
students examine how inappropriate 

language can hurt, and will help them think 
of ways to end this kind of name-calling. 

 

https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-r
esources/tolerance-lessons/whats-so-ba

d-about-thats-so-gay 

Elementary School / 
Middle School  

What is Marriage Equality? This lesson provides an opportunity for 
students to explore marriage equality, gain 

background information about it, and 
reflect on their own thoughts and feelings 

about marriage equality. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/wh
at-is-marriage-equality/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kpgf4eH6zAcJ4FoIymFdSURHrl5anH4m/view
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Elementary School / 
Middle School  

What is a Hate Crime? In this lesson, students learn the definition 
of “hate” and how to use alternate words, 

discover and understand how national laws 
are made and apply that understanding to 

the concept of government protection. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/wh
at-is-a-hate-crime/ 

Elementary School / 
Middle School / High 

School 

Women’s Rights How and why was the Declaration of 
Sentiments modeled after the Declaration of 

Independence? 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/wo
mens-rights/ 

Elementary School / 
Middle School / High 

School 

 A Place in the Middle A Place in the Middle is the true story of 
Ho’onani, a remarkable eleven year old girl 

who dreams of leading the hula troupe at 
her inner-city Honolulu school. The only 
trouble is that the group is just for boys. 

She’s fortunate that her teacher 
understands first-hand what it’s like to be 

“in the middle” – the Native Hawaiian 
tradition of embracing both male and 
female spirit. As students and teachers 

prepare for a climactic end-of-year 
performance, together they set out to prove 

that what matters most is what’s inside a 
person’s heart and mind. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/a-p
lace-in-the-middle/ 

Middle School Effects of the Civil War Students learn about the unprecedented 
scale of death and destruction, and what 
that meant for the country that needed to 

rebuild and heal at the end of the war. They 
also study the experiences of Americans 
who did not serve as soldiers. The varied 

roles of women, African Americans, and the 
people who cared for the wounded all 
provide students with an up-close and 

complex understanding of the meaning of 
war.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/eff
ects-of-the-civil-war/ 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/what-is-a-hate-crime/
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http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/effects-of-the-civil-war/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/effects-of-the-civil-war/


 

Middle School Gay Pioneers Gay Pioneers is the story of the first 
organized annual “homosexual” civil  

rights demonstrations held in Philadelphia, 
New York and Washington, DC from 

1965-69. When few would publicly identify 
themselves as gay, these brave pioneers 

challenged pervasive homophobia. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ga
y-pioneers/ 

Middle School Boy Scouts of America Lifts Ban on Gay 
Leaders 

This lesson provides an opportunity for 
students to learn more about the evolution of 
the Boy Scouts’ position on gay members and 
leaders, analyze Robert Gates’ recent speech 
on the issue and explore students’ own points 
of view by writing persuasive essays. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/bo
y-scouts-of-lifts-ban-on-gay-leaders/ 

Middle School / High 
School 

Understanding 
Homophobia/Heterosexism and How to 

Be an Ally 

The goal of this lesson is to contribute to 
making classrooms and schools more safe 
and welcoming for all students—including 

LGBQ students and increase students’ 
understanding of and empathy for how 

homophobia manifests itself in schools and 
society. Middle and high school students will 

have the opportunity to learn more about 
what homophobia and heterosexism are and 
how they manifest themselves, read an essay 

about being an ally and discuss ways they 
can be an ally, including actions they can 

take on behalf of their school or community. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ma
tthew-shepherd-and-james-byrd-jr-ha

te-crimes-prevention-actduplicate/ 

Middle School / High 
School 

The History and Impact of Anti-LGBT 
Slurs 

In this lesson students listen to the oral 
history of an advocate for LGBT family 
rights, and use her personal story as a 
vehicle for considering how anti-LGBT 

attitudes are formed. Students explore the 
derivation of the words “gay,” “f*ggot” and 

“d*ke” in order to better understand the 
long history of judgment and hate behind 

these words. They also reflect on the 
testimony of LGBT teens about the impact 

of terms like “that’s so gay. 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the
-history-and-impact-of-anti-lgbt-slurs/ 
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Middle School / High 
School 

Winning the Right to Marry: Historic 
Parallels 

In this lesson, students explore marriage 
bans for same-sex couples within the context 

of earlier prohibitions, and use these 
historical parallels to determine the fairness 

of those restrictions.  
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/wi
nning-the-right-to-marry-historic-par

allels/ 

Middle School / High 
School 

Brother Outsider Bayard Rustin—a visionary yet largely 
unknown civil rights strategist, organizer  

and activist—is the subject of a compelling 
new documentary premiering on PBS on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day (Monday, 
January 20). This guide is intended to 

introduce Rustin and encourage viewing 
and discussion of Brother Outsider, a 

90-minute film produced and directed by 
filmmakers Nancy Kates and Bennett 

Singer. 
 
 

 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/br
other-outsider/ 

Middle School / High 
School 

The Exclusion of LGBT People from 
Societal Institutions: In-Group, 

Out-Group 

In this lesson, students explore the concept 
of exclusion on personal and societal levels. 
After participating in an exercise in which 

they experience the effects of 
inclusion/exclusion in a social situation, 

students do reflective writing in response to 
historical photographs depicting the 

exclusion of various groups in society. In the 
final part of the lesson, students identify 

ways in which LGBT people are currently 
excluded from societal institutions, listen to 
interviews of LGBT people describing their 
experiences with discrimination and create 

portraits of the interview subjects that 
reflect what they have learned. 

 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the
-exclusion-of-lgbt-people-from-societal

-institutions-in-group-out-group/ 
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Middle School / High 
School 

The Invisibility of LGBT People in 
History 

This lesson explores the ways in which 
LGBT people, events and issues have been 
made invisible in mainstream accounts of 

history. In the first half of the lesson, 
students reflect on excerpts from Ralph 
Ellison’s Invisible Man to explore the 

impact of invisibility on people and as a 
jumping off point for researching how  
different groups have been historically 

marginalized in society. In the second part 
of the lesson, students participate in a 

history matching game and listen to LGBT 
oral histories that increase their awareness 
of significant LGBT people and events, and 

the ways in which these topics have been 
erased from the historical record. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the
-invisibility-of-lgbt-people-in-history/ 

Middle School / High 
School 

Activism and Legislation In this lesson, students learn the provisions 
of the 14th and 15th amendments and the  
political forces supporting and opposing 

each. They will evaluate the agendas, 
strategies and effectiveness of Americans 
from underrepresented groups, including  

people with disabilities, in the quest for civil 
rights and equal opportunities and explore 

how laws uphold democratic ideals and how 
changes in laws accompany social change. 

 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/act
ivism-and-legislation/ 

Middle School / High 
School 

Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr.: 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act 

This lesson provides an opportunity for 
middle and high school students to 

understand the Matthew Shepard and 
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention 

Act, learn about how hate escalates, connect 
the understanding of the escalation of hate 

with Matthew Shepard and James Byrd 
Jr.’s murders and consider what young 

people can do in their schools and 
communities to prevent hate crimes. 

 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ma
tthew-shepherd-and-james-byrd-jr-ha

te-crimes-prevention-act/ 
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Middle School / High 
School 

Janet Miller – Organize Janet Miller, a teacher at Hoover Middle 
School, was blown away by district-wide 
statistics that revealed the risk of violence  
that transgender youth experience. Moved 

by the statistics, Miller stated to her 
colleagues that it was their responsibility to 
create a safe learning environment for ALL 
students and that any type of discrimination 

should not be tolerated. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/jan
et-miller-organize/ 

Middle School / High 
School 

LGBTQ History and Why It Matters? 

 

In this lesson, students will learn about 
LGBTQ history spanning from the Roman 
Empire to the year 2016 by participating in 
a human timeline activity. The activity uses 

resources created by GLSEN, a national 
organization dedicated to ensuring that all 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
questioning (LGBTQ) students have access 
to a safe and affirming school environment 

where they can learn and grow. 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educato
r-resources/current-events/lgbtq-histo

ry-and-why-it-matters 

Middle School / High 
School 

Teaching Tolerance 7 Various LGBTQ Lesson Plans https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-r
esources/learning-plans?keyword=Lg

btq 

9-12 Crash Course in Intersectionality This lesson serves to introduce students to 
the concept of intersectionality to help them 
gain a new framework for better examining 
themselves and how they fit into the world 

around them. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/cra
sh-course-in-intersectionality/ 

9-12 The Legacy of the Civil Rights  
Movement 

How did the black civil rights movement 
 influence other activist movements of the 

late 1960s and 1970s? 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/course/hi 
gh-school-lesson-plans-general-lgbtq/ 

9-12 Understanding Historical Limitations 
Placed Upon Minority Groups in 

American History 

Comparative analysis of histories of 
marriage discrimination within the 

Asian-American, African-American, LGBT, 
and disabled populations throughout 
American history for the purpose of 

understanding the various identities of 
American and how each has encountered 

obstacles to equal protection before the law. 

http://makeitbetter4youth.org/wp-con
tent/uploads/2019/07/Sample-Lesson-

HS-social-studies.pdf 
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9-12 The Lavender Scare The conditions of the Cold War led to the 
criminalization of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender and queer Americans. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cH58S
0hMuKseK3rm2jVyhobdvavDo1dl/vie

w 

9-12 The Lavender Menace (Lesbian 
Feminist Movement) 

This lesson covers the contributions of the 
Lavender Menace, or Lesbian Feminist 
movement, of the 1970s to the general 

Second Wave Feminist movement, as well as 
the limitations and downfalls of  

Lesbian Feminism. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the
-lavender-menace/ 

9-12 Shifting Gender Roles in the US This lesson seeks to explore how the 
industrial revolution changed perceptions of 
gender roles during the Victorian era. This 
lesson also seeks to have students observe 

changes and continuities over time in 
regards to gender roles in the United States. 

 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/shi
fting-gender-roles-in-the-us/ 

9-12 The AIDS Epidemic 3 Part Lesson Plan 
1. Activism and Marginalization – 

Voices Left Out 
2. Activism and Marginalization – Voices 

Left Out 
3. Community Healing – The National AIDS 

Memorial Grove 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/aid
s-crisis-government-role-part-i/ 

 
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/aid

s-activism-part-ii/ 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/nat
ional-aids-memorial-part-iii/ 

9-12 To what extent was the movement for  
LGBT rights part of the broader 

movement for Civil Rights? 

In this lesson, teachers will contextualize the  
LGBT rights movement by answering the 

question: “How did various movements for 
equality build upon one another?”  

 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/to- 
what-extent-was-the-movement-for-lg
bt-rights-part-of-the-broader-moveme

nt-for-civil-rights/ 

9-12 What caused the Black Cat Tavern 
Riots? 

Students will learn about the Black Cat 
Tavern riots and the start of the queer 

rights movement 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/wh
at-caused-the-black-cat-tavern-riots/ 
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9-12 Were the 1950s truly the “dark ages” 
for gay Americans as some historians 

have claimed? 

Students will analyze 6 -10 (or more 
depending on the class) primary and 

secondary sources. These sources will serve  
as historical evidence for students as they 
determine their response to the inquiry 

question. After students read and annotate 
each source, they will then collaborate and 

create a DBQ Poster. The DBQ poster 
process requires students 1) to sort the 
sources into 2 or more categories, 2) to 

consider all historically relevant content and 
3) construct a group thesis that directly 

answers the inquiry question. 
 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/we
re-the-1950s-truly-the-dark-ages-for-g
ay-americans-as-some-historians-have 

-claimed/ 

9-12 Through analyzing Audre Lorde’s essay 
on multiple identities and systems of 

oppression, how do power and privilege 
impact the relationships people have 

with each other as well as with 
institutions? 

In this lesson, students will familiarize 
themselves with the concept of 

intersectionality — how intersecting 
identities and oppressions shape 

perspectives and experiences. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/thr
ough-analyzing-audre-lordes-essay-on
-multiple-identities-and-systems-of-op
pression-how-do-power-and-privilege-
impact-the-relationships-people-have-
with-each-other-as-well-as-with-instit
ut/ 
 

9-12 How did the movement for LGBT 
equality go from assimilation to 

“coming out” in the 1950s-1970s? 

In this lesson students learn about the 
diverse perspectives and organizations that 
shaped the movement for LGBTQ equality 
from the 1950s through the 1970s. Students 
will participate in a simulation where they 

play the role of members of specific, 
historically significant organizations that 
emerged in the LGBT movement between 

1950-1970s, trying to form a united coalition 
and make decisions about the big political 

questions of the day.  
 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ho
w-did-the-movement-for-lgbt-equality
-go-from-assimilation-to-coming-out-i

n-the-1950s-1970s/ 
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9-12 Stonewall Riots In the early hours of June 28, 1969, a police 
raid of the Stonewall Inn exploded into a 

riot when patrons of the LGBT bar resisted 
arrest and clashed with police. The 

Stonewall Riots are widely considered to be 
the start of the LGBT rights movement in 
the United States. In this lesson, students 

analyze four documents to answer the 
question: What caused the Stonewall Riots? 

 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/sto
newall-riots/ 

 
 

9-12 How did Bayard Rustin’s identity shape 
his beliefs and actions? 

In this lesson, students will examine 
primary sources to understand how Bayard 
Rustin’s identity shaped and influenced his  
actions as a Civil Rights leader. They will 

participate in whole group discussions and 
small group work to deepen their 

knowledge on who Bayard Rustin is and 
how his identity as a gay man affected his 
life as an advocate. They will demonstrate 
their learning by writing an argumentative 

essay answering the inquiry question. 
 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ho
w-did-bayard-rustins-identity-shape-h

is-beliefs-and-actions/ 

9-12 The Lavender Scare How did the conditions of the Cold War 
lead to the criminalization of lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and queer 
Americans? 

 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the
-lavender-scare/ 

9-12 How were gays and lesbians viewed and 
treated by the U.S. government? 

Students will study the treatment of gay and 
lesbian federal workers during the period of 

McCarthyism 
 
 

 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ho
w-were-gays-and-lesbians-viewed-and

-treated-by-the-u-s-government/ 
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9-12 How did Harvey Milk and the Briggs 
Initiative unite marginalized groups? 

In this lesson, students will analyze the 
purpose of the Briggs Initiative (Prop 6), 

which was on the California general election 
ballot in 1978. The referendum sought to 

ban gays and lesbians, and potentially 
supporters of gays and lesbians, from 

working in California’s public schools. 
Then, students will evaluate voices of those 
opposed to the initiative by reading posters 

and flyers. Harvey Milk, the first openly gay 
elected official, was a key political figure 

that led the debate against people like 
Senator John Briggs and Anita Bryant. 
Additionally, the Briggs Initiative was 

challenged by other marginalized groups 
including African Americans, feminists, and 

unionists. Finally, students will conduct a 
close reading of Harvey Milk’s speech given 

after the defeat of the Briggs Initiative on 
June 25, 1978 at California’s Gay Freedom 

Day. 
 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ho
w-did-harvey-milk-and-the-briggs-init

iative-unite-marginalized-groups/ 

9-12 How did The Ladder magazine provide 
lesbian women support in the 1950s? 

Students will experience strategies that will 
help them analyze primary sources, 

examine and use literacy strategies that will 
help them access primary sources, engage in 
close reading and text-based discussions in 
various settings including in pairs/groups 

and as a classroom and generate at least one 
writing task. 

 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ho
w-did-the-ladder-magazine-provide-le

sbian-women-support-in-the-1950s/ 

9-12 Were the 1920s a time of cultural 
change? 

In this lesson, students will learn about 
changes and continuities in the 1920s, 

particularly focused on cultural and social 
areas. Students will analyze primary and 

secondary sources that explore race, gender, 
and sexuality. 

 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/we
re-the-1920s-a-time-of-cultural-chang

e/ 
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9-12 What were men and women’s 
experiences of World War I? 

While the battles of World War I primarily 
took part in Europe, the effects of the war 
reached around the world. Men, women, 

and children experienced the consequences 
of the conflict. Men volunteered or were 

conscripted into the military to fight on the 
battlefields. The success of each side’s 

military required not only manpower, but 
weapons, food, and supplies. These 

materials had to be produced at home or in 
the colonies, which required women to take 
on duties that were not considered feminine 

roles, such as working in factories and 
farming. Because entire societies were 

mobilized to support the war effort, World 
War I is considered a total war. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/wh
at-were-men-and-womens-experiences

-of-world-war-i/ 

9-12 Why have Americans disagreed about 
granting equal rights to women? 

This lesson addresses the development of 
women’s rights in the United States. It 

begins with an overview of women’s roles in 
the nineteenth century, then moves to a 

discussion of the fight for women’s suffrage, 
and concludes by looking at the ultimately 

failed battle to ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment. In the lesson, the students  

interpret primary-source documents such as 
a legal ruling, cartoons and a painting using 

a Primary Source Analysis. 
 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/wh
y-have-americans-disagreed-about-gr

anting-equal-rights-to-women/ 

9-12 What role did female impersonators in 
various soldier camp performances  play 

in allowing soldiers to explore their 
identity? 

Students will engage in quote analysis, 
photo analysis, letter reading, and 

collaborative group discussions to answer 
the inquiry question, understanding the role 
that cross-dressing played in various soldier 

camps during World War I. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/wh
at-role-did-female-impersonations-in-
various-soldier-camp-performances-pl
ay-in-allowing-soldiers-to-explore-thei

r-identity/ 

9-12 Critiquing Hate Crimes Legislation In this lesson, students learn to access, study 
and compare primary-source documents, to 

research and organize information and to 
plan, organize and execute a live 

performance. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/cri
tiquing-hate-crimes-legislation/ 
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http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/what-role-did-female-impersonations-in-various-soldier-camp-performances-play-in-allowing-soldiers-to-explore-their-identity/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/what-role-did-female-impersonations-in-various-soldier-camp-performances-play-in-allowing-soldiers-to-explore-their-identity/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/critiquing-hate-crimes-legislation/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/critiquing-hate-crimes-legislation/


 

9-12 Understanding Gender Identity In this lesson students learn about gender 
identity and explore the impact of rigid 

gender role expectations and stereotypes. 
Using various media—an audio interview 
and a video of a spoken word performance 

transgender people and issues are 
personalized and clarified for students. 
Students then discuss real-life scenarios 

depicting conflicts around gender 
expression in school settings, and 
brainstorm ways to be an ally to 

transgender and gender non-conforming 
people. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/un
derstanding-gender-identity/ 

9-12 Homosexual Life Under Nazi Rule: The 
Legacy of Paragraph 175 

Students will examine personal testimonies 
in order to understand what conditions 
were like for homosexuals living in Nazi 
occupied Germany before and during 

WWII. They will also learn to recognize and 
analyze the ways in which homosexuals in 

Nazi occupied Germany responded to  
persecution and repression. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/ho
mosexual-life-under-nazi-rule-the-lega

cy-of-paragraph-175/ 

9-12 Transgender Identity and Issues This lesson will provide an opportunity for 
high school students to learn more about 

transgender identity and issues, the barriers 
faced by people who identify as transgender 
or are gender non-conforming and how we  
can make our schools safe and welcoming 

for transgender and gender non-conforming 
students. 

 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/tra
nsgender-identity-and-issues/ 

9-12 The Gay ’80s, ’90s and ’00s In this lesson, students research and create 
a timeline that illustrates how attitudes 

toward gay and lesbian issues have changed 
over the last 30 years. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the
-gay-80s-90s-and-00s/ 

9-12 Art As Activism Students will learn about and experience the 
works of Audre Lorde and James Baldwin 
and discuss how and why someone might 

use their passions for activism. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/art
-as-activism/ 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/understanding-gender-identity/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/understanding-gender-identity/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/homosexual-life-under-nazi-rule-the-legacy-of-paragraph-175/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/homosexual-life-under-nazi-rule-the-legacy-of-paragraph-175/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/homosexual-life-under-nazi-rule-the-legacy-of-paragraph-175/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/transgender-identity-and-issues/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/transgender-identity-and-issues/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the-gay-80s-90s-and-00s/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the-gay-80s-90s-and-00s/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/the-gay-80s-90s-and-00s/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/art-as-activism/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/art-as-activism/


 

9-12 Under the Radar: Identity Politics and 
“Passing” 

Students will learn about Billy Tipton, an 
American jazz musician and bandleader. He 
was born Dorothy Lucille Tipton. After his 

death, Billy was discovered to be female 
assigned at birth. Students will discuss 

whether you can be both out and “in the 
closet” and debate whether it was okay for 
Billy Tipton’s family to “out” him as trans 

after his death. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/un
der-the-radar-identity-politics-and-pa

ssing/ 

9-12 Brenda Howard: The Mother of Pride Students will learn about the history of 
Pride in the U.S. and Brenda Howard, an 

American bisexual rights activist who 
originated the idea for a week-long series of 
events around Pride Day that are now held 

around the world  
every June. 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/br
enda-howard-the-mother-of-pride/ 

9-12 1. AIDS & HIV ACTIVISM 
2. AUDRE LORDE 

3. BAYARD RUSTIN 
4. BLACK CAT RIOTS 

5. DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS 
6. FAIR EDUCATION ACT 

7. HARVEY MILK 
8. HOLLYWOOD, 1920S–1930S 

9. LGBTQ CIVIL RIGHTS 
10. URBANIZATION & GENDER 

11. MAGNUS HIRSCHFELD 
12. LGBTQ EQUALITY, 

1950–1970 
13. VIETNAM WAR 
14. WORLD WAR I 

 

The lesson plans integrate fair, accurate, 
inclusive and respectful representations of  
the LGBTQ community and people with 
disabilities into their social studies and 

history classes. 

https://www.onearchives.org/lgbtq-les
son-plans/ 

 
 

9-12 LGBTQ Multimedia / Videos Various Videos, Podcasts and Apps about 
LBGQT 

 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/videos-an
d-multimedia/ 

http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/under-the-radar-identity-politics-and-passing/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/under-the-radar-identity-politics-and-passing/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/under-the-radar-identity-politics-and-passing/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/brenda-howard-the-mother-of-pride/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/brenda-howard-the-mother-of-pride/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/brenda-howard-the-mother-of-pride/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/lesson/brenda-howard-the-mother-of-pride/
https://www.onearchives.org/lgbtq-lesson-plans/
https://www.onearchives.org/lgbtq-lesson-plans/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/videos-and-multimedia/
http://www.lgbtqhistory.org/videos-and-multimedia/


 
 

 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: K-5 
 
 
 

Theme / Unit:  LGBTQ Books  

 

Grade Level  Resource Name Author  Resource Description 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Baby’s First Words Stella Blackstone A board book features a city baby whose parents happen to be two 
dads. With tabs and brief text, Baby’s First Words follows the 
baby’s daily activities of a city baby while featuring terms for 

objects, actions, and sounds. 
 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Harriet Gets Carried 
Away 

Jessie Sima Harriet, an African American girl, with two dads loves costumes 
and can get a little carried away! A fun story about remembering 
where you belong, no matter how far you roam, or what you’re 

wearing when you get there.  
 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Families Shelley Rotner  
Sheila M. Kelly 

Big or small, similar or different, there are all kinds of families 
featured in the many photos. This inclusive look can help children 
see beyond their own experiences and begin to understand others. 

 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Families, Families, 
Families! 

Suzanne Lang 
 Max Lang 

A host of silly animals represent all kinds of families.  Depicted as 
portraits, framed and hung,  these goofy creatures offer a warm 

celebration of family love. 
 

 



 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Family Is a Family Is 
a Family 

Sara O'Leary When a teacher asks the children in her class to think about what 
makes their families special, the answers are all different in many 

ways— but the same in the one way that matters most of all. 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Two Dads: A book 
about adoption 

Carolyn Roberston A lively text and colourful illustrations, Two Dads is an affirming 
story told from the perspective of the adopted child of two fathers, 

one white and the other black. 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Two Dads Are Better 
Than One 

K.C. Eckels Tells the story of little Suzie who lives with her same-sex parents. 
Suzie describes all the fun she has with her dads and how they 
support and love her, and also mentions the hurt when other 

children say mean things. 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

This Day in June Gayle E. Pitman Invites little readers to experience a pride celebration in the LGBT 
community. It also includes a reading guide full of facts about  
LGBT history and culture as well as advice on how to talk to 

children about sexual orientation and gender identity. Is a fantastic 
tool for teaching respect, acceptance, and understanding of lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, and transgender people. 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

A Church for All Gayle E. Pitman Celebrates diversity with a Sunday morning at an inclusive church 
that embraces all people regardless of age, class, race, gender 

identity, and sexual orientation. 
 

 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Two Mommies Tierra Williams Follow a little boy and his two moms as they go about their day, 
from having fun at the beach to saying grace before dinner. 

  
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Two Moms and a 
Menagerie 

Carolyn Robertson Is a delightful story about two moms (one Black, one White), their 
two adopted sons and their ever-expanding animal family. 

 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Keesha & Her Two 
Moms Go Swimming 

Bey-Clarke Keesha and her two moms head out for a fun day at the pool where 
they meet up with Trevor and his two dads, an affirming story that 

normalizes LBGT families and promotes tolerance. 



 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Keesha’s South 
African Adventure 

Bey-Clarke After learning about South Africa in school, Keesha dreams of 
travelling there one day. She gets the surprise of a lifetime when her 
two moms decide to take her there for her birthday. Keesha’s South 
African Adventure follows the family as they experience the diverse  

landscapes, cultures and people of South Africa. 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Love Is Love Michael Genhart A young boy is being bullied about having two dads. He is being told 
that he doesn’t have a real family. When he confides in his friend, 
he discovers that his friend’s parents―a mom and a dad―and his 
two dads are actually very much alike. Love Is Love is a gentle yet 

straightforward story that shows that love is what makes a family. A 
great resource to discuss discrimination. 

 
 
 

Preschool - 
Kindergarten 

Zak’s Safari Christy Tyner When the rain spoils Zak’s plan for a safari adventure, he invites 
readers on a very special tour of his family instead. We learn about 
how his two moms met, fell in love, and wanted more than anything  
to have a baby—so they decided to make one using a sperm donor. 

Zak’s Safari is a fun and informative book that explains sperm 
donation in simple but accurate language and that celebrates family. 

 

Preschool - 1 The Family Book Todd Parr The Family Book is an inclusive children’s book that celebrates 
families in all the different varieties they come in. With Todd Parr’s  

signature quirky style, it assures little readers that every family is 
special and unique, whether you have two  

moms or two dads (a reference that this amazing book was actually 
banned for!), a big family or a small family, a clean family or a 

messy one. 
 

Preschool - 1 All Are Welcome Alexandra Penfold Follow a diverse group of children from all kinds of families 
through a day at school, where everyone is welcomed with open 

arms. It lets young children know that no matter what, they have a 
place, they have a space, they are welcome in their school. 

Preschool - 1 The Adventures of 
Honey and Leon 

Alan Cumming  
Grant Shaffer 

The two rescue dogs shadow their dads on a trip across the sea, 
keeping them out of danger at every turn! How did their dads 

survive without Honey and Leon’s protection for this long? 
 



 

Preschool - 1 Maiden Voyage Jaimee Poipoi 
Adam Reynolds  

Chaz Harris 

When a fisherman's daughter inherits a map and joins the crew of a 
courageous female captain, a bond between them soon forms into 
love. Pursuing them on the high seas adventure is a fierce band of 

pirates, bewitched by a wicked Queen.  
 
 
 

Preschool - 1 The Bravest Knight 
Who Ever Lived. 

Daniel Errico Follow Cedric on his journey from a humble pumpkin farmer to a 
full-fledged knight. In the end, will he follow his heart, and prove 
that sometimes the bravest thing you can do is choose for yourself 

how your fairy tale ends? Made into a TV series on Hulu. 
 

Preschool - 1 Prince & Knight Daniel Haack A prince searched near and far for a bride. When his lands were 
threatened by a dragon, the prince raced back to protect his 

kingdom and was met by a brave knight in a suit of brightly shining 
armor. Together they fought the dragon and discovered that special 

something the prince was looking for all along. 
 

Preschool - 1 Stella Brings the 
Family 

Miriam B. Schiffer Stella's class is having a Mother's Day celebration, but what's a girl 
with two daddies to do? Fortunately, Stella finds a unique solution 

to her party problem in this sweet story about love, acceptance, and 
the true meaning of family. 

 

Preschool - 1 A Tale of Two 
Daddies 

Vanita Oelschlager A young girl answers a friend's questions about what it is like to 
have two fathers. The boy asks straightforward questions. The story 
ends with simply, “Who is your dad when you're sad and need some 

love?” 
 

Preschool - 3 The Great Big Book 
of Families 

Mary Hoffman Features all kinds of families and their lives together. Each spread 
showcases one aspect of home life - from houses and holidays, to 

schools and pets, to feelings and family trees. 
 

Preschool - 3 Donovan's Big Day Lesléa Newman Captures the excitement of  a young boy as he and his extended 
family prepare for the boy’s two moms’ wedding. A picture book 

about love, family, and marriage. 
 



 

Preschool - 3 A Tale of Two 
Mommies 

Vanita Oelschlager A Tale of Two Mommies is a beach conversation among three 
children. One boy asks another boy about having two mommies. A 

young girl listening in asks some questions too. True to a child's 
curiosity, practical questions follow.  

K-1 The Different Dragon Jennifer Bryan Shows how the wonderful curiosity and care of a little boy, with 
some help from his two moms, can lead to magical places with a 

dragon who is tired of being tough. 
 

1-3 Home at Last Vera B. Williams 
Chris Raschka 

After Lester is adopted by Daddy Albert and Daddy Rich, he  
develops a big problem—he can't fall asleep. It's the sweet dog, 

Wincka, who finally solves the problem and helps Lester feels home 
at last. 

 

1-3 Pride: The Story of 
Harvey Milk and the 

Rainbow Flag 

Rob Sanders Trace the life of the Gay Pride Flag, from its beginnings in 1978 
with social activist Harvey Milk and designer Gilbert Baker to its 

spanning of the globe and its role in today's world. 
 

3-5 The Gay Rights 
Movement  

Eric Braun What has changed throughout the history of the gay rights 
movement? Learn about the key people and events that have paved 

the way for the modern gay rights movement. 
 

 

Elementary 
School 

Why Do I Have Two 
Mommies? 

Janai Akerele “Why do I have two moms?” Angel goes on a journey to find an 
answer to this question. She won’t stop until she’s questioned every 

member of the family. Not only does Why Do I Have Two 
Mommies? feature LGBT characters but also a range of other 

diverse characters, from the Middle-Eastern neighbour to the Asian 
best friend and the interracial grandparents. 

 
 

Elementary 
School 

In Our Mothers’ 
House 

Patricia Polacco Just like any other family, Marmee, Meema and their three kids like 
to cuddle, cook and dance together. Some people don’t accept them 
but the family gains strength from their love and lives by their own 

rules. With expressive drawings of loving family interactions, In 
Our Mothers’ House teaches children that different isn’t wrong and 

that love is what makes a family. 
 



 

Elementary 
School 

  I am Jazz Jessica Herthel 
Jazz Jennings 

 

Presents the story of a transgender child who traces her early 
awareness that she is a girl in spite of male anatomy and the 

acceptance she finds through a wise doctor who explains her natural 
transgender status. 

 

Elementary 
School 

Jacob’s New Dress Sarah Hoffman 
Ian Hoffman 

Jacob, who likes to wear dresses at home, convinces his parents to 
let him wear a dress to school, too. 

 

Elementary  
School 

Large Fears Myles E. Johnson Jeremiah Nebula is a black boy who loves pink things and wants to  
travel to Mars. But in order to reach Mars he has to confront the 

large fears that stand between him and his goal. 
 

Elementary 
School 

Morris Micklewhite 
and the Tangerine 

Dress 

Christine Baldacchino A young boy faces adversity from classmates when he wears an 
orange dress at school. 

Elementary 
School 

Red: A Crayon’s 
Story 

Michael Hall Red's factory-applied label clearly says that he is red, but despite the best 
efforts  of his teacher, fellow crayons and art supplies, and family members, 
he cannot seem to do anything right until a friend offers a fresh perspective. 

 

Elementary 
School 

And Tango Makes 
Three 

Justin Richardson 
Peter Parnell 

At New York City's Central Park Zoo, two male penguins fall in 
love and start a family by taking turns sitting on an abandoned egg 

until it hatches. 
 

Elementary 
School 

10,000 Dresses Rex Ray Bailey longs to wear the beautiful dresses of her dreams but is 
ridiculed by her unsympathetic family which rejects her true 

perception of herself. 
 

ElementarySc
hool 

Antonio’s Card/ 
Latarjeta de Antonio  

Rigoberto González Mother’s Day is around the corner, and Antonio searches for 
wordsto express his love for his mother and her partner, Leslie. 
When his classmates make fun of Leslie, a tall artist who wears 

paint-splattered overalls, Antonio feels hurt and confused. 
Complemented by richly hued paintings, Antonio’s Card is a warm 
and tender story about standing up for yourself and the people you 

love. 
 

https://coloursofus.com/product/0892393874/US/colofus-20/?cart=y
https://coloursofus.com/product/0892393874/US/colofus-20/?cart=y


 

Elementary 
School / 

Middle School 

Princess Princess 
Ever After 

Katie O.Neill When the heroic princess Amira rescues the kind-hearted princess 
Sadie from her tower prison, they discover that they bring out the 
very best in each other. Together, the two very different princesses 

embark on a journey to defeat their greatest foe yet: a jealous 
sorceress, who wants to get rid of Sadie once and for all. Princess 
Princess Ever After is a queer, feminist and multicultural graphic 

novel that children will love! 
 

 

Elementary  
School / 

Middle School 

The Tea Dragon  
Society 

Katie O’Neill After discovering a lost tea dragon, blacksmith Greta learns about 
 the dying art form of tea dragon care-taking from the kind tea shop 
owners. As she befriends them and their shy ward, Greta sees how 
the craft enriches their lives—and eventually her own. From the  

award-winning author of Princess Princess Ever After comes The 
Tea Dragon Society, a charming graphic novel with a diverse cast of 

LGBTQ characters and  multicultural people. 
 
 

2-4 Captain Underpants 
and the Sensational 

Saga of Sir 
Stinks-A-Lot 

Dan Pilkey When George and Harold try to avert disaster, they travel into the 
future and seek the help of their adult selves. Harold is pictured 

with his husband and their kids. 
 
 

3-5 The Best Man Richard Peck With humor and insight, Newbery Medalist, Richard Peck, follows a 
boy from elementary school to middle school navigating school and 

family dynamics. Starts with a wedding disaster and ends with a 
great one.  

3-5 The Misadventures of 
the Family Fletcher 

Dana Alison Levy From camping trips to scary tales told in the dark, from new schools 
to old friends, from imaginary cheetahs to very real skunks, the 

Fletchers’ school year—as always—is anything but boring. Meet the 
Fletchers: four boys, two dads, and one new neighbor who just  

might ruin everything. Continues with The Family Fletcher Takes 
Rock Island. 

3-6 The Pants Project Cat Clarke Liv knows he was always meant to be a boy but he hasn’t told 
anyone yet – not even his two moms. Now, his new school has a 

terrible dress code, he has to wear skirts! The only way for Liv to 
get what he wants is to go after it himself with a mission to change 

the policy and his life. 

https://coloursofus.com/product/1620103400/US/colofus-20/?cart=y
https://coloursofus.com/product/1620103400/US/colofus-20/?cart=y
https://coloursofus.com/product/1620104415/US/colofus-20/?cart=y
https://coloursofus.com/product/1620104415/US/colofus-20/?cart=y


 

3-6 The Parker 
Inheritance 

Varian Johnson Candice discovers a mysterious old letter about an injustice from 
decades ago. With the help of Brandon, she begins to decipher the 

clues to a story that leads them deep into their South Carolina 
town’s history—a history full of ugly deeds and forgotten heroes. 

Good historical detail and LGBT characters included.  

3-7 Drum Roll, Please Lisa Jenn Bigelow This summer brings big changes for Melly: her parents split up just 
 before she goes to Camp Rockaway, her best friend ditches her, and 
she finds herself falling for a girl at camp. To top it off, Melly's not 

sure she has what it takes to be a real rock 'n' roll drummer.  
 

4-6 Riding Freedom Pam Muñoz Ryan A fictionalized account of the true story of Charley (Charlotte) 
Parkhurst who ran away from an orphanage, lived as a boy, moved 

to California, drove stagecoaches and continued to live as a man. 
Spanish edition: Un caballo llamado Libertad.  

 

4-6 The House of Hades Rick Riordan In the fourth installment of the Heroes of Olympus series, Demigod 
Nico comes out and admits he is in love with Percy. The topic 

continues into The Blood of Olympus as he develops a crush on a 
counselor at Camp Half-Blood.  

 
 
 
 

4-6 The Popularity 
Papers: Research for 

the Social 
Improvement and 

General Betterment 
of Lydia Goldblatt 

and  
Julie Graham-Chang. 

Amy Ignatow Two fifth-grade best friends are determined to uncover the secrets 
of popularity by observing, recording, discussing, and replicating 

the behaviors of the “cool” girls. Notebook format with a lot of 
illustrations. Julie has two dads. There are seven books in the series. 

The second book specifically looks at bullying. 
 

4-7 Also Known as Elvis James Howe Skeezie’s got the leather jacket of a tough guy, but a heart of gold. 
While stuck at home for the summer taking care of his sisters and 
working five days a week to help out his mom, he navigates first 

crushes and tough choices about family and friends. 
 
 
 



 

4-8 Hurricane Child Kheryn Callender Feeling lonely and bullied daily with cruel remarks about her dark 
skin tone, Caroline finally befriends a new student, Kalinda. As 

Caroline develops a crush on Kalinda, they work together to find 
Caroline’s mother.  

5-7 The Mysterious Edge 
of the Heroic World 

E. L. Konigsburg Two boys find themselves caught up in a story that links a sketch, a 
young boy's life, an old man's reminiscence, and a painful secret 

dating back to the outrages of Nazi Germany. Includes revelations 
about the victimization of artists and gays during the Holocaust. 

 
 

5-7 Ivy Aberdeen's Letter 
to the World 

Ashley Herring Blake In the wake of a destructive tornado, one girl develops feelings for 
another in this stunning, tender novel about emerging identity. 

 
 
 

5-7 Ashes to Asheville Sarah Dooley After Mama Lacy’s death, Fella was forced to move in with her 
grandmother while her sister Zoey stayed with Mama Shannon. 

One night, Zany shows up determined to fulfill Mama Lacy’s dying 
wish: to have her ashes spread at the last place they were all happy 

as a family. So, the sisters take off on a wild road trip.  
 
 
 

5-8 Drama Raina Telgemeier Graphic novel through drama – a play – and drama between 
characters explores middle school feelings with boyfriends and 

girlfriends, and boyfriends and boyfriends. 
 
 
 

5-8 Not Your Sidekick C.B. Lee Welcome to Andover, where superpowers are common, but 
internships are complicated. On the upside, Jessica gets to work 

with her longtime secret crush, Abby. But, with a sudden and 
dangerous turn, she uncovers a plot larger than heroes and villains  

altogether. Sequel: Not Your Villain.  
 
 
 



 

5-9 Gay & Lesbian 
History for Kids: The 

Century-Long 
Struggle for LGBT 

Rights 

Jerome Pohlen This book puts the historic struggle for LGBTQ equality into 
perspective Given today's news, it would be easy to get the 

impression that the campaign for LGBTQ equality is a recent 
development. This resource helps put recent events into context.  

5-9 The Stars Beneath 
Our Feet 

David Barclay Moore A boy tries to steer a safe path through the projects in Harlem in the  
wake of his brother’s death. Then Lolly’s mother’s girlfriend brings 

him a gift that will change everything: two enormous bags filled 
with Legos. 

5-9 Zenobia July Lisa Bunker Zenobia July is starting a new life in Maine with her aunts. People 
used to tell her she was a boy; now she's able to live openly as the 
girl she always knew she was. When someone anonymously posts 

hateful memes on her school's website, Zenobia knows she's the one 
with the hacking skills to solve the mystery.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  LGBTQ Books  

 

Grade 
Level 

 Resource Name Author  Resource Description 

4-6 Riding Freedom Pam Muñoz Ryan A fictionalized account of the true story of Charley (Charlotte) Parkhurst who ran 
away from an orphanage, lived as a boy, moved to California, drove stagecoaches 

and continued to live as a man. Spanish edition: Un caballo llamado Libertad.  

4-6 Queer Heroes: Meet 53 
LGBTQ Heroes From Past 

and Present!  

Arabelle Sicardi Discover the inspiring stories of a diverse selection of LGBTQ artists, writers, 
innovators, athletes, and activists who have made great contributions to culture, 

from ancient times to present day. Full-color portraits accompanied by short 
biographies. 

4-6 The Gay Rights Movement Eric Braun The Stonewall Riots brought light to a movement that would later establish gay 
pride parades, help in the fight against AIDS and work towards marriage equality. 
What challenges has the movement faced? Learn about the key people and events. 

4-6 The House of Hades Rick Riordan In the fourth installment of the Heroes of Olympus series, Demigod Nico comes out 
and admits he is in love with Percy. The topic continues into The Blood of Olympus 

as he develops a crush on a counselor at Camp Half-Blood.  

4-6 The Popularity Papers: 
Research for the Social 

Improvement and General 
Betterment of Lydia 
Goldblatt and Julie 

Graham-Chang 

Amy Ignatow Two fifth-grade best friends are determined to uncover the secrets of popularity by 
observing, recording, discussing, and replicating the behaviors of the “cool” girls. 

Notebook format with a lot of illustrations. Julie has two dads. There are seven 
books in the series. The second book specifically looks at bullying. 

4-6 The Best Man Richard Peck Follows a boy from elementary school to middle school navigating school, bullying 
and family dynamics including his uncles' growing involvement with the man who is 

the student teacher in the boy's school. His uncle and the student teacher get 
married by the end.  



 

4-7 Also Known as Elvis James Howe Skeezie’s got the leather jacket of a tough guy, but a heart of gold. While stuck at 
home for the summer taking care of his sisters and working five days a week to help 
out his mom, he navigates first crushes and tough choices about family and friends 

4-7 Forward: My Story Abby 
Wambach 

Abby Wambach Abby has always pushed the limits of what is possible. The iconic soccer player 
captured the nation’s heart when she led her team to it’s the World Cup 

Championship. Looks at how we can live our best lives and become our truest selves. 

4-7 The Moon Within Aida Salazar  Celi Rivera’s life swirls with questions. About her changing body. Her first 
attraction to a boy. And her best friend’s exploration of what it means to be 

genderfluid. But most of all, her mother’s insistence she have a moon ceremony, an 
ancestral Mexica ritual, when her first period arrives.  

4-7 The Best at It Maulik Pancholy The start of middle school is making Rahul, a gay Indian American boy, feel 
increasingly anxious, so his grandfather gives him some well-meaning advice: Find 
one thing you’re really good at and become the BEST at it. Rahul is ready to crush 

this challenge—discovering that the only thing you need to be the best at being 
yourself. 

 

4-7 Hurricane Season Nicole Melleby Fig, a sixth grader, is sure it’s up to her alone to solve her father’s problems and 
protect her family’s privacy. But with the help of her best friend, a cute girl at the 
library, and a surprisingly kind new neighbor, Fig learns she isn’t as alone as she 

once thought . . . and begins to compose her own definition of family. 
 

4-7 The War that Saved My 
Life 

Kimberly Brubaker Bradley Ada has never left her apartment because of her mother’s shame of Ada’s twisted 
foot. But when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, 
Ada sneaks out to join him. While Susan is still mourning her partner, Becky, she is 
forced to take them in. Historical fiction that is equal parts adventure and a moving 

tale of family and identity. 
 

4-8 We Are One: The Story of 
Bayard Rustin 

 Larry Dane Brimmer Rustin's story is set against the history of segregation in his time and focuses on his 
leadership role, largely unacknowledged, in the struggle for civil rights. His gay  

identity is mentioned in the afterword.  
 

4-8 Hurricane Child Kheryn Callender Feeling lonely and bullied daily with cruel remarks about her dark skin tone, 
Caroline finally befriends a new student, Kalinda. As Caroline develops a crush on 

Kalinda, they work together to find Caroline’s mother.  
 



 

4-8 Pride: Celebrating 
Diversity & Community 

Robin Stevenson Pride events are an opportunity to honor the past, protest injustice, and celebrate a 
diverse and vibrant community. How did Pride come to be? And what does Pride 

mean to the people who celebrate it? Includes extensive photos and descriptive text. 

4-8 Throwing Shadows E.L. Konigsburg Five extraordinary short stories capture the moment when someone’s life changes — 
when a chance meeting between two people casts a shadow on what things have been  

like and what they can become. Includes a gay couple, multiracial family and a 
single-parent family. 

4-9 The Stonewall Riots: The 
Fight for LGBT Rights 

(Hidden Heroes) 

Tristan Poehlmann Discusses the 1969 Stonewall Riots which is now commemorated each year with 
LGBTQ Pride. Look at what led up to them, what happened at Stonewall, key 

people, and how the riots launched the modern LGBT rights movement.  

5-6 To Night Owl From 
Dogfish 

Holly Goldberg Sloan  
 Meg Wolitzer 

Told in letters between two young girls, when their fathers fall in love with one 
another. When the two men get out of town for a romantic summer vacation, they 

send the girls to summer camp, hoping to create a bonding experience for them. Do 
things go as planned? Not exactly. 

5-7 The Mysterious Edge of the 
Heroic World 

E. L. Konigsburg Two boys find themselves caught up in a story that links a sketch, a young boy's life, 
an old man's reminiscence, and a painful secret dating back to the outrages of Nazi 

Germany. Includes revelations about the victimization of artists and gays during the 
Holocaust. 

5-7 Ivy Aberdeen's Letter to 
the World 

Ashley Herring Blake In the wake of a destructive tornado, one girl develops feelings for another in this 
stunning, tender novel about emerging identity. 

 

5-7 The Revealers Doug Wilhelm At Parkland Middle School, three bullied seventh graders start an email forum to 
publicize their experiences. Many other kids come forward with similar troubles. It’s 

clear that the problem at their school is larger than anyone knew. In one email, a 
student tells his troubles of being called gay.  

 

5-7 Ashes to Asheville Sarah Dooley After Mama Lacy’s death, Fella was forced to move in with her grandmother while 
her sister Zoey stayed with Mama Shannon. One night, Zany shows up determined  
to fulfill Mama Lacy’s dying wish: to have her ashes spread at the last place they 

were all happy as a family. So, the sisters take off on a wild road trip.  
 

5-7 It Wasn’t Me Dana Alison Levy When Theo’s self-portraits are vandalized with gay slurs in the student gallery, Ms. 
Lewiston calls Theo and the bystanders of the incident—as Theo narrates “the 

Over-achiever, the Jock, the Nerd, the Weirdo, and the Screw-up”—to a five-day 
“Justice Circle” during school vacation. 



 

5-8 Drama Raina Telgemeier Graphic novel through drama – a play – and drama between characters explores 
middle school feelings with boyfriends and girlfriends, and boyfriends and 

boyfriends. 
 

5-8 The Stonewall Riots: 
Coming Out in the Streets 

Gayle Pitman Provides an accessible introduction to the Stonewall Riots by looking at the people, 
places, news clippings and artifacts from the time of Stonewall in short, readable 
chapters. It also covers events leading up to Stonewall, as well as the aftermath. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5-8 Not Your Sidekick C.B. Lee Welcome to Andover, where superpowers are common, but internships are 
complicated. On the upside, Jessica gets to work with her longtime secret crush, 
Abby. But, with a sudden and dangerous turn, she uncovers a plot larger than 

heroes and villains altogether. Sequel: Not Your Villain.  

5-8 So Hard to Say Alex Sanchez When Frederick arrives, Xio is thrilled. The new boy is shy, cute, and definitely good 
boyfriend material. Before long, Xio pulls him into her circle of friends. Frederick 

knows he should be flattered by Xio's attention. So why can't he stop thinking about 
Victor, the captain of the soccer team, instead?  

5-9 Totally Joe James Howe Looks at the life of Joe, a character from The Misfits, while he navigates middle 
school questioning gender expectations and traditional roles as he realizes he is gay. 

He has supportive family and friends while dealing with name-calling and 
controversy. One of four in The Misfits series.  

5-9 Gay & Lesbian History for 
 Kids: The Century-Long 
Struggle for LGBT Rights 

Jerome Pohlen This book puts the historic struggle for LGBTQ equality into perspective Given 
 today's news, it would be easy to get the impression that the campaign for LGBTQ 
equality is a recent development. This resource helps put recent events into context.  

 

5-9 Saturdays with Hitchcock Ellen Wittlinger When 12-year-old Maisie learns that Gary likes her, things get a little 
complicated—she doesn’t like Gary that way, but her best friend, Cyrus, does. 

5-9 The Marvels Brian Selznick Two stories – one in pictures, one in prose. Begins in 1766, when a young boy 
survives a shipwreck. It continues a century later when another young boy looking 

for clues about his family finds refuge with his uncle in a beautiful, mysterious home.  
 



 

5-9 The Misfits James Howe Four best friends try to survive seventh grade in the face of all-too-frequent taunts 
based on their weight, height, intelligence, sexual orientation, and gender expression. 

The story of the four friends continues with Totally Joe, Addie on the Inside, and 
Also Known as Elvis. 

5-9 The Stars Beneath Our 
Feet 

David Barclay Moore A boy tries to steer a safe path through the projects in Harlem in the  
wake of his brother’s death. Then Lolly’s mother’s girlfriend brings him a gift that 

will change everything: two enormous bags filled with Legos. 

5-9 Zenobia July Lisa Bunker Zenobia July is starting a new life in Maine with her aunts. People used to tell her 
she was a boy; now she's able to live openly as the girl she always knew she was.  

When someone anonymously posts hateful memes on her school's website, Zenobia 
knows she's the one with the hacking skills to solve the mystery. 

5-12 Troublemaker for Justice: 
The Story of Bayard 

Rustin, the Man Behind 
the March on Washington 

Jacqueline Houtman  Bayard Rustin was one of the most influential activists of our time, who was an 
early advocate for African Americans and for gay rights. He was a mentor to Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., teaching him about the power of nonviolent direct action. 
A Best Book of 2019 by School Library Journal. 

6-8 On a Sunbeam Tillie Walden  Two timelines. One love. A ragtag crew travels to the deepest reaches of space, 
rebuilding beautiful, broken structures. Two girls meet in boarding school and fall 
deeply in love—only to learn the pain of loss. A graphic novel with an epic quest for 

love. 

6-9 After Tupac & D Foster Jacqueline Woodson The day D Foster enters Neeka and her best friend’s lives, the world opens up for 
them. Through her, the girls see another side of life. They share a passion for the rap 

music of Tupac Shakur. They also deal with discrimination directed at the gay 
brother of one of the girls. 

6-9 Playground: A Mostly 
True Story of a Former 
Bully. Curtis "50 Cent" 

Jackson 

Laura Moser  A realistic look at bullying from the perspective of an African American young boy 
in middle school. Looks at the boy’s feelings as both a target and perpetrator of 
bullying. Also looks at divorce and LGBTQ parenting. Contains some explicit 

language.  

6-12 Stage Dreams Melanie Gillman This book puts readers in the saddle alongside Flor and Grace, a Latinx outlaw and 
a trans runaway, as they team up to thwart a Confederate plot in the New Mexico 

Territory. 

7-12 Ready Player One Ernest Cline In a dystopian world, Wade has devoted his life to the puzzles within a worldwide 
virtual reality game that promises power and fortune. But he finds himself beset by 

players willing to kill to take the ultimate prize. The book also explores privilege as it 
turns out that Wade’s best friend uses a white male avatar although she is a black 

lesbian. 



 

Elementary  
School / 
Middle 
School 

Princess Princess Ever  
After 

Katie O.Neill When the heroic princess Amira rescues the kind-hearted princess Sadie from her  
tower prison, they discover that they bring out the very best in each other. Together, 

the two very different princesses embark on a journey to defeat their greatest foe 
yet: a jealous sorceress, who wants to get rid of Sadie once and for all. Princess 
Princess Ever After is a queer, feminist and multicultural graphic novel that 

children will love! 
 
 
 

 

Elementary 
School / 
Middle 
School 

The Tea Dragon Society Katie O’Neill After discovering a lost tea dragon, blacksmith Greta learns about the dying art 
form of tea dragon care-taking from the kind tea shop owners. As she befriends 

them and their shy ward, Greta sees how the craft enriches their lives—and 
eventually her own. From the  

award-winning author of Princess Princess Ever After comes The Tea Dragon 
Society, a charming graphic novel with a diverse cast of LGBTQ characters and 

multicultural people. 
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LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  American Revolution  

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Women in the Revolutionary War Website Roles women played in the 
Revolutionary War 

https://historyofmassachusetts.org/
the-roles-of-women-in-the-revoluti

onary-war/ 

“The Gay Man Who Saved The 
American Revolution” 

 

 Artice  Article is about Baron Von 
Steuben who was openly gay 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/th
e-gay-man-who-saved-the_b_78385

06 

Deborah Sampson: Woman 
Warrior of the American 

Revolution 
 

Website Deborah Sampson was a woman 
who disguised herself as a man and 

fought as a soldier in the 
Continental Army during the 

American Revolution . 

https://historyofmassachusetts.org/
deborah-sampson-woman-warrior-

of-the-american-revoultion/ 

“America’s first gender bending 
soldier fought in the Revolutionary 

War” 

 

Article Deborah Sampson dressed as a 
man to join the Army. While she 

married and had children after the 
war, her gender identity wasn't 

important on the battlefield. 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/
08/americas-first-gender-bending-s
oldier-fought-revolutionary-war/ 

Cross-Dressing Women in the 
Revolutionary and Civil War 

 

Website  There were perhaps more than a 
thousand women who 

cross-dressed as men to join in 
both the Revolutionary War and in 

the Civil War but only the most 
famous or those that were written 

have survived the test of time. Here 
are some short biographies of these 

cross-dressing women. 

http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w
/page/121214496/CrossDressingWo

men 

https://historyofmassachusetts.org/the-roles-of-women-in-the-revolutionary-war/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/the-roles-of-women-in-the-revolutionary-war/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/the-roles-of-women-in-the-revolutionary-war/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-gay-man-who-saved-the_b_7838506
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-gay-man-who-saved-the_b_7838506
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-gay-man-who-saved-the_b_7838506
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/continental-soldiers-revolutionary-war/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/continental-soldiers-revolutionary-war/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/american-revolution/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/deborah-sampson-woman-warrior-of-the-american-revoultion/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/deborah-sampson-woman-warrior-of-the-american-revoultion/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/deborah-sampson-woman-warrior-of-the-american-revoultion/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/08/americas-first-gender-bending-soldier-fought-revolutionary-war/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/08/americas-first-gender-bending-soldier-fought-revolutionary-war/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/08/americas-first-gender-bending-soldier-fought-revolutionary-war/
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen


 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 
 
 
Grade Level: 6-8 
 
 

Theme / Unit:   The Constitution and the 14th Amendment 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Fourteenth Amendment for Kids Website The Fourteenth Amendment is the 
longest amendment to the 

Constitution. It was ratified in 
1868 in order to protect the civil 

rights  of freed slaves after the Civil 
War. It has proven to be an 
important and controversial 

amendment addressing such issues 
as the rights of citizens, equal 
protection under the law, due 

process, and the requirements of 
the states. 

 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/
us_government/fourteenth_amend
ment.php  

14th Amendment Summary 
 

Website The 14th Amendment to the United 
States Constitution  deals with 

several aspects of U.S. citizenship 
and the rights of citizens. 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/us-con
stitution-14th-amendment-summar
y-105382 

The Gay Rights Controversy Website with activity The issue:  Does the Constitution 
protect homosexual conduct? What 

limitations does the Constitution 
place on the ability of states to 

treat people differently because of 
their sexual orientation? 

 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/proje
cts/ftrials/conlaw/gayrights.htm 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_rights/african-american_civil_rights_movement.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_rights/african-american_civil_rights_movement.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/fourteenth_amendment.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/fourteenth_amendment.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/fourteenth_amendment.php
https://www.thoughtco.com/us-constitution-fast-facts-105425
https://www.thoughtco.com/us-constitution-fast-facts-105425
https://www.thoughtco.com/us-constitution-14th-amendment-summary-105382
https://www.thoughtco.com/us-constitution-14th-amendment-summary-105382
https://www.thoughtco.com/us-constitution-14th-amendment-summary-105382
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/gayrights.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/gayrights.htm


 

The Right to Marry Website with activity The Issue:  Does the Constitution 
protect the decision to enter into a 

marital relationship?  
Does the Constitution protect the 
right to marry for inmates? The 

mentally retarded?  Cousins? 
Persons of the same sex? 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/proje
cts/ftrials/conlaw/righttomarry.ht
m 

Right to an Abortion? Website with activity The Issue:  Does the Constitution 
guarantee women the right to 

choose to terminate a pregnancy by 
having an abortion? 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/proje
cts/ftrials/conlaw/abortion.htm 

 
 
 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 

 
Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  Westward Movement and Gender Diversity in 
Frontier Life (1800-1870) 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

“Gold Fever!”  Website Museum of California site about 
the California Gold Rush 

http://explore.museumca.org/goldr
ush/fever01.html 

Meet Charley Parkhurst: the Gold 
Rush's Fearless, Gender 

Nonconforming Stagecoach Driver 
 

Website A stagecoach driver lived her life 
disguised as a man 

https://www.kqed.org/news/117424
67/meet-charley-parkhurst-the-gol
d-rushs-fearless-gender-nonconfor

ming-stagecoach-driver 

“The California Gold Rush 
Experience: Gold Rush Women.”  

Website Women during the Gold Rush https://bancroft.berkeley.edu/Exhi
bits/Goldrush/room_06.html 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/righttomarry.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/righttomarry.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/righttomarry.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/abortion.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/abortion.htm
http://explore.museumca.org/goldrush/fever01.html
http://explore.museumca.org/goldrush/fever01.html
https://www.kqed.org/news/11742467/meet-charley-parkhurst-the-gold-rushs-fearless-gender-nonconforming-stagecoach-driver
https://www.kqed.org/news/11742467/meet-charley-parkhurst-the-gold-rushs-fearless-gender-nonconforming-stagecoach-driver
https://www.kqed.org/news/11742467/meet-charley-parkhurst-the-gold-rushs-fearless-gender-nonconforming-stagecoach-driver
https://www.kqed.org/news/11742467/meet-charley-parkhurst-the-gold-rushs-fearless-gender-nonconforming-stagecoach-driver
https://bancroft.berkeley.edu/Exhibits/Goldrush/room_06.html
https://bancroft.berkeley.edu/Exhibits/Goldrush/room_06.html


 
 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 
 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  Native Americans, Gender Roles and Two-Spirit 
People 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

The 'Two-Spirit' people of 
indigenous North Americans 

 

Website Native American two-spirits were 
male, female, and sometimes 
intersexed individuals who 

combined activities of both men 
and women with traits unique to 

their status as two spirits. 

https://www.theguardian.com/musi
c/2010/oct/11/two-spirit-people-nor

th-america 

First Nations’ Perspectives of 
Gender... 

Website / Lesson Plan 
-see pages 12/13 & 54/55 

The goal of this lesson is to provide 
students with an introduction to 

how some First Nations groups in 
North America traditionally 
viewed gender roles prior to 

European influences. 

http://www.nlta.nl.ca/wp-content/u
ploads/public/documents/resources

/gender_spectrum.pdf 

5 Genders: The Story of the Native 
American Two-Spirits 

 

Website Prior to Christian intervention, 
fluid gender identities of the Native 
American Two Spirits were seen as 
a gift from the gods. It wasn’t until 

Europeans took over North 
America that natives adopted the 
ideas of gender roles. For Native 
Americans, there was no set of 

rules that men and women had to 
abide by in order to be considered 
a “normal” member of their tribe. 

 

https://www.the-numinous.com/20
16/07/06/native-american-two-spiri

ts/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/music/2010/oct/11/two-spirit-people-north-america
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2010/oct/11/two-spirit-people-north-america
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2010/oct/11/two-spirit-people-north-america
http://www.nlta.nl.ca/wp-content/uploads/public/documents/resources/gender_spectrum.pdf
http://www.nlta.nl.ca/wp-content/uploads/public/documents/resources/gender_spectrum.pdf
http://www.nlta.nl.ca/wp-content/uploads/public/documents/resources/gender_spectrum.pdf
https://www.the-numinous.com/2016/07/06/native-american-two-spirits/
https://www.the-numinous.com/2016/07/06/native-american-two-spirits/
https://www.the-numinous.com/2016/07/06/native-american-two-spirits/


 

Native American/First Nations 
Perspectives of Gender 

 

Lesson Activity   After reading articles or viewing 
videos about two-spirit identities, 
compare and contrast the beliefs 
about gender traditionally held by 
some Native American people with 
those traditionally held in 
‘Western’ or colonial cultures. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1jcM9cjvg6I0sHYHHUi1Q-n2gJ

1RRZ_AJNLUjjgZ2e5o/edit 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/14_YC7jcf5dVYYoFe79vQN1Tw

wtk8cOvJ0YNVApgfgts/edit 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=8JcmAoderl4 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 
 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  Civil War Period 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

“The Women Who Fought in the 
Civil War” 

 

 Article  Hundreds of women concealed 
their identities so they could battle 

alongside their Union and 
Confederate counterparts 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/
history/the-women-who-fought-in-t

he-civil-war-1402680/ 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcM9cjvg6I0sHYHHUi1Q-n2gJ1RRZ_AJNLUjjgZ2e5o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcM9cjvg6I0sHYHHUi1Q-n2gJ1RRZ_AJNLUjjgZ2e5o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcM9cjvg6I0sHYHHUi1Q-n2gJ1RRZ_AJNLUjjgZ2e5o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14_YC7jcf5dVYYoFe79vQN1Twwtk8cOvJ0YNVApgfgts/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14_YC7jcf5dVYYoFe79vQN1Twwtk8cOvJ0YNVApgfgts/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14_YC7jcf5dVYYoFe79vQN1Twwtk8cOvJ0YNVApgfgts/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JcmAoderl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JcmAoderl4
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-women-who-fought-in-the-civil-war-1402680/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-women-who-fought-in-the-civil-war-1402680/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-women-who-fought-in-the-civil-war-1402680/


 

Cross-Dressing Women in the 
Revolutionary and Civil War 

 

Website  There were perhaps more than a 
thousand women who 

cross-dressed as men to join in 
both the Revolutionary War and in 

the Civil War but only the most 
famous or those that were written 

have survived the test of time. Here 
are some short biographies of these 

cross-dressing women. 
 
 
 
 

http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w
/page/121214496/CrossDressingWo

men 

Jennie Hodgers, aka Private Albert 
Cashier 

 

Website One of the most famous female 
soldiers of the Civil War was 

Jennie Hodgers. Born in 1843, her 
pre-war life seems filled with 

controversies and scandal.  

 
 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/jennie
-hodgers-aka-private-albert-cashie

r.htm 

PHOTOS: Civil War LGBT — and 
Feminist — Heroes 

Website  A photo exhibit celebrates those 
who crossed gender lines to serve 

in the Civil War 

https://www.advocate.com/politics/
transgender/2014/11/26/photos-civi

l-war-lgbt-and-feminist-heroes 

“In Civil War, Woman Fought 
Like A Man For Freedom” 

 

Article  After her secret was discovered, 
Hodgers told different stories to 

different people about why she had 
chosen to live as a man. 

 

https://www.npr.org/templates/stor
y/story.php?storyId=104452266?st

oryId=104452266 

Loreta Janeta Velazquez Website Loreta Janeta Velazquez 
Biography 

 
 
 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/
biographies/loreta-janeta-velazque

z 

http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
https://www.nps.gov/articles/jennie-hodgers-aka-private-albert-cashier.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/jennie-hodgers-aka-private-albert-cashier.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/jennie-hodgers-aka-private-albert-cashier.htm
https://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/11/26/photos-civil-war-lgbt-and-feminist-heroes
https://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/11/26/photos-civil-war-lgbt-and-feminist-heroes
https://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/11/26/photos-civil-war-lgbt-and-feminist-heroes
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104452266?storyId=104452266
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104452266?storyId=104452266
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104452266?storyId=104452266
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/loreta-janeta-velazquez
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/loreta-janeta-velazquez
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/loreta-janeta-velazquez


 

Madame Loreta Janeta Velazquez: 
Heroine or Hoaxer 

Website Madame Velazquez claimed to  
have so fervently supported the 

Southern cause that she donned the 
Confederate uniform as Lieutenant  

Harry Buford and fought at the 
battles of First Bull Run, Fort 

Donelson, and Shiloh. 

 
 

https://www.historynet.com/mada
me-loreta-janeta-velazquez-heroin

e-or-hoaxer.htm 
 

Sarah Emma Edmonds Website  Emma Edmonds was one of 
approximately 400 women who 

succeeded in enlisting in the army 
(either Union or Confederate) 

during the Civil War. Her 
uniqueness is that she not only 
succeeded in remaining in the 

army for several years, but was 
also eminently successful as a 

Union spy-all while impersonating 
a man. 

 
 

https://civilwarhome.com/edmonds
bio.html 

“Nurse and Spy in the Union Army” Digitized Book Nurse and Spy is a record of events 
which transpired in the experience 
of military life in Camp, Field and 
Hospital during the Civil War. The 
author participated in numerous 

battles, including Bull Run, 
Williamsburg, Antietam and 

Fredericksburg, in the capacity of 
"Spy" and as "Field Nurse" for 

over two years. 

 
 
 

https://archive.org/stream/nursesp
yinuniona00edmo#page/n7/mode/2

up 

https://www.historynet.com/madame-loreta-janeta-velazquez-heroine-or-hoaxer.htm
https://www.historynet.com/madame-loreta-janeta-velazquez-heroine-or-hoaxer.htm
https://www.historynet.com/madame-loreta-janeta-velazquez-heroine-or-hoaxer.htm
https://civilwarhome.com/edmondsbio.html
https://civilwarhome.com/edmondsbio.html
https://archive.org/stream/nursespyinuniona00edmo#page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/nursespyinuniona00edmo#page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/nursespyinuniona00edmo#page/n7/mode/2up


 

“Nurse and Spy in the Union Army” Audio Book Nurse and Spy is a record of events 
which transpired in the experience 
of military life in Camp, Field and 
Hospital during the Civil War. The 
author participated in numerous 

battles, including Bull Run, 
Williamsburg, Antietam and 

Fredericksburg, in the capacity of 
"Spy" and as "Field Nurse" for 

over two years. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=B0BEN7AWDis 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 
 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  Romantic Friendships Increase Women’s Rights 
(1890-1930) 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Declaration of Sentiments (1848) Online Text At the conclusion of the First 
Women's Rights Convention, 68 
women and 32 men signed the 

Declaration of Sentiments  drafted 
by Elizabeth Cady Stanton  and the 

M'Clintock family. 

 

https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/his
toryculture/declaration-of-sentime

nts.htm  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0BEN7AWDis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0BEN7AWDis
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/elizabeth-cady-stanton.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm


 

“But Were They Gay? The 
Mystery of Same-Sex Love in the 

19th Century” 
 

 Article It was a time of "Boston 
marriages" between women and 

intimate letters between men. But 
what happened behind closed 

doors is anybody's guess. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/nation
al/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-g
ay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in

-the-19th-century/262117/ 

“Outing Jane Addams” Article  Article questions if the Chicago 
heiress Mary Rozet Smith, was 

married to Addams for more than 
30 years? 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/n
ews/ct-xpm-2007-02-06-070206027

3-story.html 

'Female Husbands' In The 19th 
Century 

 

Website Questions of gender identity are 
nothing new. Way before 

Transparent and Chaz Bono and 
countless other popular culture 
stepping stones to where we are 
now regarding gender identity, 
there were accounts of "female 

husbands." 

https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-
history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/
-female-husbands-in-the-19th-cent

ury 

Romantic Friendships Increase 
Women’s Rights (1890-1930) 

Lesson Activity Handout: Women Relationships 
During the Progressive Era 

During the Progressive Area 
(1890-1930), women worked 

together with other women to 
further their common interests as 

well as a variety of 
social issues. A woman’s success 

was often determined by her 
relationships with others. Read 

about these women of the 
Progressive area and 

complete this chart to learn how 
their relationships may or may not 

have furthered their causes. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1
3i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/v

iew 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-gay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in-the-19th-century/262117/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-gay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in-the-19th-century/262117/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-gay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in-the-19th-century/262117/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-gay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in-the-19th-century/262117/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2007-02-06-0702060273-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2007-02-06-0702060273-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2007-02-06-0702060273-story.html
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3502262/
http://www.chazbono.net/index.php
https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/-female-husbands-in-the-19th-century
https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/-female-husbands-in-the-19th-century
https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/-female-husbands-in-the-19th-century
https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/-female-husbands-in-the-19th-century
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/view


 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  Gays in the Military  
 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Brotherhoods of Warriors 
 

Website Discusses Homosexuality in the 
military from after the First Punic 

War until 1990. 

http://www.soldiers-of-misfortune.
com/history/gay-warriors.htm 

Coming Out Under Fire Online Video Coming Out Under Fire features 
nine gay and lesbian veterans who 

recount how they joined the 
patriotic war against fascism in the 

1940s only to find themselves 
fighting two battles: one for their 

country and another for their right 
to serve. 

https://www.deepfocusproductions.
com/films/coming-out-under-fire/ 

Articles of War (1912-1920) 

 

Website On June 30, 1775, the Second 
Continental Congress established 69 

Articles of War to govern the 
conduct of the Continental Army. On 
April 10, 1806, the first United States 

Congress enacted 101 Articles of 
War, which were not significantly 
revised until over a century later. 

The military justice system 
continued to operate under the 

Articles of War until May 31, 1951, 
when the Uniform Code of Military 

Justice went into effect. The 
documents below show a part of the 
legislative history of the 1912-1920 

revisions to the Articles of War. 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military
_Law/AW-1912-1920.html 

http://www.soldiers-of-misfortune.com/history/gay-warriors.htm
http://www.soldiers-of-misfortune.com/history/gay-warriors.htm
https://www.deepfocusproductions.com/films/coming-out-under-fire/
https://www.deepfocusproductions.com/films/coming-out-under-fire/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/AW-1912-1920.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/AW-1912-1920.html


 

The Gay Veterans Movement To 
Achieve 

Equality In America's Armed 
Forces 

Website Timeline gay veterans movement 
in this country from 1987 to 2008 

http://www.gaymilitarysignal.com/
0905HistoryII.html 

Kicked Out of Air Force for Being 
Gay, Helen Grace James Wins 

Honorable Discharge 

Website Helen Grace James won her 
honorable discharge from the U.S. 

Air Force at the age of 90. It's a 
battle she fought for 60 years. 

 
 

https://www.npr.org/transcripts/57
9205780 

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell: From the 
Inside Out 

 

Article  Article is about a soldier talking 
about keeping his sexuality a secret 

during a time that “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy even before it 

became law.  
 
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/do
nt-ask-dont-tell-from-t_b_42310 

Executive Order 10450--Security 
requirements for Government 

employment 

Website Prohibited the federal government 
from hiring gay and lesbian people 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-r
egister/codification/executive-order

/10450.html 

Executive Order 10450: Six 
Decades of 

Government-Sanctioned 
Oppression 

 

Website / Opera from Boston The overwhelming threat hanging 
over the heads of the characters in 

Fellow Travelers  was known as 
Executive Order 10450, which 

prohibited the federal government  
from hiring gay and lesbian people. 

Signed by President Dwight 
Eisenhower in April 1953, the 

Executive Order was drafted by 
Robert “Bobby” Cutler, a noted 

Bostonian who was the first person 
appointed as National Security 

Advisor to the President of the U.S. 
It remained in full force until 1973 

and was only revoked in its 
entirety in 2017. 

 
 

http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-
10450 

 
 
 

http://www.gaymilitarysignal.com/0905HistoryII.html
http://www.gaymilitarysignal.com/0905HistoryII.html
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/579205780
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/579205780
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/dont-ask-dont-tell-from-t_b_42310
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/dont-ask-dont-tell-from-t_b_42310
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450


 

Experiencing War: Serving in 
Silence. Gay, Lesbian and  

Transgender Service People share  
their stories. 

Website Gay members of the Armed Forces 
have had to live with an extra layer  
of discretion and professionalism.  

Here are stories of men and women 
who served their country while 
balancing the need to keep their 

private lives private. 

https://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-
war-lgbt.html 

“Hatred and Homosexuality – 
Queer Men in the First World 

War” 
 

Article Article portrays the very real lives 
of homosexual men during the 

period of WWI 

https://vadamagazine.com/features
/opinions/homosexuality-first-worl

d-war 

Gays and Lesbians  Website As part of the Nazis’ attempt to 
purify German society and 

propagate an “Aryan master race,” 
they condemned homosexuals as 
“socially aberrant.” Soon after 

taking office on January 30, 1933, 
Hitler banned all gay and lesbian 

organizations. Brownshirted storm 
troopers raided the institutions and  

gathering places of homosexuals. 
While this subculture had flourished 

in the relative freedom  
of the 1920s, Nazi tactics greatly 

weakened it and drove it 
underground. 

 

https://www.ushmm.org/collections
/bibliography/gays-and-lesbians 

“This Veteran's Job Was 
Discharging Gay Sailors In The 
Navy — But He Had A Secret” 

 

Article  From a closeted gay sailor who 
typed the dishonorable discharges 

for Korean War servicemen 
accused of homosexuality, to a 
lesbian correctively raped by 

Marines while serving in Desert  
Storm, these are the stories of 

LGBT veterans and their 
decades-long fight for equality in 

the armed forces. 
 
 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/art
icle/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job
-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the

-navy-bu 

https://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-lgbt.html
https://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-lgbt.html
https://vadamagazine.com/features/opinions/homosexuality-first-world-war
https://vadamagazine.com/features/opinions/homosexuality-first-world-war
https://vadamagazine.com/features/opinions/homosexuality-first-world-war
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/bibliography/gays-and-lesbians
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/bibliography/gays-and-lesbians
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu


 

“Remembering LGBT History: 
How World War II Changed Gay 

and Lesbian Life in America” 

Article  Article explains how World War II 
Changed Gay and Lesbian Life in 

America 

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2
012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-L
GBT-History-How-World-War-II-
Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in

-America 

“Opening the Closet Doors on the 

 Second World War” 

Article  One of the Boys: Homosexuality in  
the Military during World War II. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1
3 

i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RVE
/view 

“On the same side: Homosexuals 
during the Second World War” 

Article  Article reveals some of the varied 
experiences of homosexuals who 

served in the armed forces during 
the Second World War. 

 

 

https://www.historyextra.com/peri
od/second-world-war/on-the-same-
side-homosexuals-during-the-secon

d-world-war/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RVE/view
https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/on-the-same-side-homosexuals-during-the-second-world-war/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/on-the-same-side-homosexuals-during-the-second-world-war/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/on-the-same-side-homosexuals-during-the-second-world-war/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/on-the-same-side-homosexuals-during-the-second-world-war/


 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 
 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  Harlem Renaissance (1917-1935) 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Harlem Renaissance Prezi  Many of the most prominent artists 
of the Harlem Renaissance were 

LGBTQ, including writers such as 
Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen 
and Zora Neale Hurston; Professor 

Alain Locke; music critic and 
photographer Carl Van Vechten, 

and entertainers Ma Rainey, Bessie 
Smith, Ethel Waters and Gladys 

Bentley. 
 
 

https://prezi.com/u2zgo-dj2ttf/the-
harlem-renaissance/ 

"Howl" by Alan Ginsberg Poem Written in 1955 and considered 
controversial by some.  

 
 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
poems/49303/howl 

Gay Men, Lesbians, Bisexuals and 
Transgenders in Harlem 

Website LGBTQ in Harlem  http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/bl
ues/homo.html#More 

Gay Harlem Renaissance Article  The Harlem of the 1920s, which 
produced a flowering of art, music 
and writing, was indisputably gay. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theroot.com/the-gay-h
arlem-renaissance-1790864926 

https://prezi.com/u2zgo-dj2ttf/the-harlem-renaissance/
https://prezi.com/u2zgo-dj2ttf/the-harlem-renaissance/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/49303/howl
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/49303/howl
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/blues/homo.html#More
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/blues/homo.html#More
https://www.theroot.com/the-gay-harlem-renaissance-1790864926
https://www.theroot.com/the-gay-harlem-renaissance-1790864926


 

The Harlem Renaissance Website Was the development of the Harlem 
neighborhood in New York City as a 

black cultural mecca in the early 
20th Century and the subsequent 
social and artistic explosion that 

resulted. Lasting roughly from the 
1910s through the mid-1930s, the 

period is considered a golden age in 
African American culture,  

manifesting in literature, music, 
stage performance and art. 

https://www.history.com/topics/roa
ring-twenties/harlem-renaissance 

Bessie Smith and Ma Rainey 
Forged a Powerful Friendship 
That Helped Bring Blues to the 

Mainstream 

Article  Although they crossed paths for a 
very short period early in their 

careers, Smith and Rainey became 
two of the most important figures 

in the burgeoning genre of the 
blues. 

 

https://www.biography.com/news/b
essie-smith-ma-rainey-biography 

Harlem Renaissance Exhibit Website Information about the Harlem 
Renaissance 

 

http://www.kurahulanda.com/temp
orary-harlem-renaissance 

The Harlem Renaissance: What 
Was It, and Why Does It Matter? 

 

Website On February 28, 2014, Humanities 
Texas held a one-day teacher 

professional development 
workshop in Austin focusing on the 

history and literature of the 
Harlem Renaissance. Professor 
Cary D. Wintz, Distinguished 
Professor of History at Texas 

Southern University, opened the 
workshop with the following 
lecture titled "The Harlem 

Renaissance: What Was It, and 
Why Does It Matter?" In his 
remarks, Wintz addresses the 

origins and nature of the 
movement—a task, he says, that is 

far more complex than it may 
seem. 

 

https://www.humanitiestexas.org/n
ews/articles/harlem-renaissance-w
hat-was-it-and-why-does-it-matter 

https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/harlem-renaissance
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/harlem-renaissance
https://www.biography.com/news/bessie-smith-ma-rainey-biography
https://www.biography.com/news/bessie-smith-ma-rainey-biography
http://www.kurahulanda.com/temporary-harlem-renaissance
http://www.kurahulanda.com/temporary-harlem-renaissance
https://www.humanitiestexas.org/news/articles/harlem-renaissance-what-was-it-and-why-does-it-matter
https://www.humanitiestexas.org/news/articles/harlem-renaissance-what-was-it-and-why-does-it-matter
https://www.humanitiestexas.org/news/articles/harlem-renaissance-what-was-it-and-why-does-it-matter


 

Gladys Bentley Was The Gender 
Nonconforming, Lesbian Superstar  

Of The Harlem Renaissance 
 

Article  Harlem Renaissance superstar 
Gladys Bentley brought infamy to 
her favorite venue—a notorious  

speakeasy called the Clam 
House—and created a gay nightlife 
scene 100 years ahead of its time. 

 
 

https://bust.com/feminism/18503-gl
adys-bentley-clam-jam.html 

Countee Cullen Website Countee Cullen is one of the most 
representative voices of the Harlem 

Renaissance. His life story is 
essentially a tale of youthful 

exuberance and talent of a star 
that flashed across the African 
American firmament and then 

sank toward the horizon. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
poets/countee-cullen 

Langston Hughes  Website Biography and work of Langston 
Hughes 

https://poets.org/poet/langston-hug
hes 

The Elusive Langston Hughes Article  Article about Langston Hughes https://www.newyorker.com/maga
zine/2015/02/23/sojourner 

Zora Neal Hurston  Website Archive  Zora Neale Hurston Archives http://chdr.cah.ucf.edu/hurstonarc
hive/ 

Black Past Website Alain Leroy Locke, a leading black 
intellectual during the early 

twentieth century and an 
important supporter of the Harlem 

Renaissance. 

https://www.blackpast.org/african-
american-history/locke-alain-1886-

1954/ 

 Ma Rainey Website Biography of Ma Rainey https://www.biography.com/musici
an/ma-rainey 

The Bessie Smith Story Website  The life story of Bessie Smith http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/bl
ues/bsa.html 

Ethel Waters Website Yale Library Exhibit about Ethel  
Waters 

http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu 
/exhibitions/cvvpw/gallery/waters1.

html 

https://bust.com/feminism/18503-gladys-bentley-clam-jam.html
https://bust.com/feminism/18503-gladys-bentley-clam-jam.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/resources/learning/glossary-terms/detail/harlem-renaissance
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/resources/learning/glossary-terms/detail/harlem-renaissance
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/countee-cullen
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/countee-cullen
https://poets.org/poet/langston-hughes
https://poets.org/poet/langston-hughes
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/02/23/sojourner
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/02/23/sojourner
http://chdr.cah.ucf.edu/hurstonarchive/
http://chdr.cah.ucf.edu/hurstonarchive/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/locke-alain-1886-1954/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/locke-alain-1886-1954/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/locke-alain-1886-1954/
https://www.biography.com/musician/ma-rainey
https://www.biography.com/musician/ma-rainey
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/blues/bsa.html
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/blues/bsa.html
http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu/exhibitions/cvvpw/gallery/waters1.html
http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu/exhibitions/cvvpw/gallery/waters1.html
http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu/exhibitions/cvvpw/gallery/waters1.html


 

Gay Influence Website Carl Van Vechten is credited with 
bringing the worlds of uptown 
Afro-American Harlem and 
downtown Whites together. 

http://gayinfluence.blogspot.com/2
012/02/carl-van-vechten.html 

#TBT: Carl Van Vechten and the  
Harlem Renaissance 

Article  Carl Van Vechten and  other  
Famous People of the Harlem 

Renaissance 

https://www.advocate.com/arts-ent 
ertainment/art/photography/2015/0
2/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harl

em-renaissance 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  The Lavender Scare and the 1950s  

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

The “Lavender Scare”: 
Homosexuals at the State 

Department 
 

Website In the 1950s and 60s, security 
within the U.S. government, 

including the State Department, 
was on high alert for internal risks, 
particularly Communists and what 

were considered to be sexual 
deviants—homosexuals and 

promiscuous individuals. 
Investigating homosexuality 

became a core function of the 
Department’s Office of Security, 

which ferreted out more people for 
homosexuality than for being a 

Communist. 

https://adst.org/2015/09/the-lavend
er-scare-homosexuals-at-the-state-

department/ 

http://gayinfluence.blogspot.com/2012/02/carl-van-vechten.html
http://gayinfluence.blogspot.com/2012/02/carl-van-vechten.html
https://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/art/photography/2015/02/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harlem-renaissance
https://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/art/photography/2015/02/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harlem-renaissance
https://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/art/photography/2015/02/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harlem-renaissance
https://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/art/photography/2015/02/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harlem-renaissance
https://adst.org/2015/09/the-lavender-scare-homosexuals-at-the-state-department/
https://adst.org/2015/09/the-lavender-scare-homosexuals-at-the-state-department/
https://adst.org/2015/09/the-lavender-scare-homosexuals-at-the-state-department/


 

“The Lavender Scare: 
Homosexuals in the State 

Department.”  

Article  Contains the personal recollections 
and opinions of the individual 

interviewed. The views expressed 
should not be considered official 

statements of the U.S. government 
or the Association for Diplomatic 

Studies and Training. onducts oral 
history interviews with retired U.S. 
diplomats, and uses their accounts 
to form narratives around specific 

events or concepts, in order to 
further the study of American 

diplomatic history and provide the 
historical perspective of those 

directly involved. 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/th
e-lavender-scare-homose_b_81794

98 

Lavender Scare Movie Website / Movie  April 27, 1953: For LGBT 
Americans, a Day That Lives in 

Infamy 
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ap
ril-27-1953-lavender-scare_b_1459

335 

Executive Order 10450--Security 
requirements for Government 

employment 

Website Prohibited the federal government 
from hiring gay and lesbian people 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-r
egister/codification/executive-order

/10450.html 

“Today in History: State 
Department Reveals Purge of 91 

Homosexuals.” 

Website On this date in history, February 
28, 1950, amidst the paranoia of 

red scare created by Sen. Joe 
McCarthy, Deputy Undersecretary 

of State John Peurifoy revealed 
that the State Department had 
dismissed 91 homosexuals in an 
ongoing purge that eventually 

came to sweep the entire Federal  
government. 

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2
012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-histor
y-State-Department-reveals-purge-

of-91-homosexuals 

Kicked Out of Air Force for Being 
Gay, Helen Grace James Wins 

Honorable Discharge 

Website Helen Grace James won her 
honorable discharge from the U.S. 

Air Force at the age of 90. It's a 
battle she fought for 60 years. 

https://www.npr.org/transcripts/57
9205780 

At Long Last... 
 

Website / Video  U.S. Congressional Hearing. 
McCarthy-Army Hearings 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=oc6Yo3A7CC8&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-lavender-scare-homose_b_8179498
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-lavender-scare-homose_b_8179498
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-lavender-scare-homose_b_8179498
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/april-27-1953-lavender-scare_b_1459335
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/april-27-1953-lavender-scare_b_1459335
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/april-27-1953-lavender-scare_b_1459335
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-history-State-Department-reveals-purge-of-91-homosexuals
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-history-State-Department-reveals-purge-of-91-homosexuals
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-history-State-Department-reveals-purge-of-91-homosexuals
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-history-State-Department-reveals-purge-of-91-homosexuals
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/579205780
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/579205780
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oc6Yo3A7CC8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oc6Yo3A7CC8&feature=youtu.be


 

The Lavender Scare Movie  Website / Video  The untold story of a brutal witch 
hunt and the courageous few who 

fought back. 

https://www.thelavenderscare.com/ 

 
 

 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: 6-8 
 

Theme / Unit:  Amendments, Laws and Court Decisions Expand 
Equality (1868-Present) 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

1873 Comstock Act Website In 1873, the U.S. Congress passed 
what became known as the 

“Comstock” laws. The act made it 
illegal to import, mail, or transport 

in interstate commerce obscene 
materials, including contraceptive 
devices and information on birth 

control. 
 
 
 

https://link.springer.com/reference
workentry/10.1007%2F978-0-306-4

8113-0_101 

Bowers v. Harwick (1986). The 
Supreme Court Landmark Cases. 

Website In Bowers v. Hardwick (1986), the 
Supreme Court ruled that the 

Constitution does not protect the 
right of gay adults to engage in 

private, consensual sodomy. 
 
 
 

https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supr
emecourt/rights/landmark_bowers.

html 

https://www.thelavenderscare.com/
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-0-306-48113-0_101
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-0-306-48113-0_101
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-0-306-48113-0_101
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_bowers.html
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_bowers.html
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_bowers.html


 

Glenn v. Brumby (2011) Website Federal lawsuit filed on behalf of a  
transgender woman fired from her 
job as a Legislative Editor after she 

stated her intention to live as a 
woman in accordance with her 

health care providers' 
recommendations. 

 
 
 

https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-co
urt/cases/glenn-v-brumby-et-al 

Hollingsworth v. Perry. Scotus 
Blog. July 30, 2013. 

Website The proponents of California’s ban 
on same-sex marriage did not have 

standing to appeal the district 
court’s order invalidating the ban. 

 

https://www.scotusblog.com/case-fi
les/cases/hollingsworth-v-perry/ 

Lawrence v. Kansas Legal Decision 
(2003) 

Website Was a landmark decision of the 
U.S. Supreme Court in which the 
Court ruled that American laws  
prohibiting private homosexual 

activity between consenting adults 
are unconstitutional 

 
 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/
html/02-102.ZO.html 

Macy v. Holder (2013) Website Mia Macy’s Case Changed the 
Legal Landscape for Transgender 

Employees 
 
 

https://transgenderlawcenter.org/a
rchives/8633 

 

Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) Website Is a landmark civil rights case in 
which the Supreme Court of the 

United States ruled that the 
fundamental right to marry is 

guaranteed to same-sex couples by 
 both the Due Process Clause and 
the Equal Protection Clause of the 

Fourteenth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution.  

 

https://www.scotusblog.com/case-fi
les/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/ 

https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/glenn-v-brumby-et-al
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/glenn-v-brumby-et-al
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/hollingsworth-v-perry/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/hollingsworth-v-perry/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/02-102.ZO.html
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/02-102.ZO.html
https://transgenderlawcenter.org/archives/8633
https://transgenderlawcenter.org/archives/8633
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/


 

Romer v. Evans (1996) Website / Movie Colorado voters passed a 
constitutional amendment, 

popularly known as amendment 
two, which bans and repeals any 

state law which specifically 
protects homosexuals from 
discriminiation in 1992. The 

Supreme Court decided to hear 
this case which challenges the  

amendment’s constitutionality in 
February 1995. People on both 

sides of this issue and a journalist 
talked about the case and the 
larger issue of civil rights for 

homosexuals. 
 
 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?676
14-1/romer-v-evans 

Schroer v. Billington (2015) Website Landmark Federal decision on 
transgender employment 

discrimination 

http://transworkplace.blogspot.co
m/2008/09/landmark-federal-decisi

on-on.html 

U.S. v. Windsor. June 26, 2013. Website Is a landmark United States 
Supreme Court civil rights case 
concerning same-sex marriage. 
The Court held that Section 3 of 

the Defense of Marriage Act, which 
denied federal recognition of 
same-sex marriages, was a  

violation of the Due Process Clause 
of the Fifth Amendment. 

 

https://www.scotusblog.com/case-fi
les/cases/windsor-v-united-states-2/ 

The 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution 

Website The 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, ratified in 1868, 

granted citizenship to all persons 
born or naturalized in the United 

States—including former 
slaves—and guaranteed all citizens 

“equal protection of the laws. 
 
 

https://constitutioncenter.org/inter
active-constitution/amendment/am

endment-xiv 

https://www.c-span.org/series/?theSupremeCourt
https://www.c-span.org/series/?theSupremeCourt
https://www.c-span.org/video/?67614-1/romer-v-evans
https://www.c-span.org/video/?67614-1/romer-v-evans
http://transworkplace.blogspot.com/2008/09/landmark-federal-decision-on.html
http://transworkplace.blogspot.com/2008/09/landmark-federal-decision-on.html
http://transworkplace.blogspot.com/2008/09/landmark-federal-decision-on.html
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/windsor-v-united-states-2/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/windsor-v-united-states-2/
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xiv
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xiv
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xiv


 

“How Gay Marriage Became a 
Constitutional Right.” 

Article  How Gay Marriage Became a 
Constitutional Right 

The untold story of the improbable  
campaign that finally tipped the 

U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politic
s/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-su
preme-court-politics-activism/3970 

52/ 

Queering Immigration in the Age 
of Trump: A Roundtable on 

Boutilier v. INS 

 

Article  To commemorate the anniversary 
of one of the LGBT movement’s 

most important early losses before 
the U.S. Supreme Court, 

NOTCHES is pleased to host a 
roundtable with five scholars who  
have studied Boutilier  and related 

aspects of queer immigration. 

http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/
queering-immigration-in-the-age-o
f-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-

v-ins/ 

Ban on Same-Sex Marriage Article  Hollingsworth v. Perry / 
Proposition 8 / California Ban on 
Same Sex Marriage / Timeline of 

Events 
 

https://igs.berkeley.edu/library/elec
tions/proposition-8 

Freedom to Marry in NJ Article  A law allowing same-sex couples  
to enter into domestic partnership 

takes effect in New Jersey. 
 

http://www.freedomtomarry.org/st
ates/new-jersey 

The Supreme Court: Homosexual 
Rights; Justices, 6-3, Legalize Gay 

Sexual Conduct in Sweeping 
Reversal of Court’s ’86 Ruling 

Article  The Supreme Court: Homosexual 
Rights; Justices, 6-3, Legalize Gay 

Sexual Conduct in Sweeping 
Reversal of Court’s ’86 Ruling 

 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/
27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-r
ights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexu
al-conduct.html?pagewanted=all 

Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA): 
Frequently Asked Questions. 

Website Answers to the most commonly 
asked questions about the so-called 
"Defense of Marriage Act," what it 
does, and what the legal challenges 

to it are. 
 
 

https://www.glaad.org/marriage/do
ma 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-supreme-court-politics-activism/397052/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-supreme-court-politics-activism/397052/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-supreme-court-politics-activism/397052/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-supreme-court-politics-activism/397052/
http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/queering-immigration-in-the-age-of-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v-ins/
http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/queering-immigration-in-the-age-of-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v-ins/
http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/queering-immigration-in-the-age-of-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v-ins/
http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/queering-immigration-in-the-age-of-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v-ins/
https://igs.berkeley.edu/library/elections/proposition-8
https://igs.berkeley.edu/library/elections/proposition-8
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/states/new-jersey
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/states/new-jersey
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-conduct.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-conduct.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-conduct.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-conduct.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.glaad.org/marriage/doma
https://www.glaad.org/marriage/doma


 

Special Forces Commander 
Transitions from Man to Woman 

Article  David Schroer was a star in the 
U.S. Army, rising through the 

ranks to become a Special Forces  
Commander while leading a 
classified anti-terrorism unit 
involved in covert operations; 

Transitions from Man to Woman. 
 
 

https://abcnews.go.com/2020/Healt
h/story?id=1235196&page=1 

Transgender Rights in the 
Workplace Are Still Unclear 

 

Article  It's illegal to fire employees 
because of their sex. But switching 
genders can still cost people their 

jobs. 
 
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/nation
al/archive/2012/06/transgender-rig
hts-in-the-workplace-are-still-uncle

ar/258822/ 

Supreme Court Delivers Major  

 
Victory To LGBTQ Employees 

 

Article  June 2020: LGBT rights advocates 
triumphed at the Supreme Court  

 
Monday, winning a sweeping 
decision from the justices that 

protects gay, lesbian and 
transgender employees from being 
disciplined, fired or turned down 

for a job based on their sexual 
orientation. 

 

https://www.npr.org/2020/06/15/86
3498848/supreme-court-delivers-m 

 
ajor-victory-to-lgbtq-employees 

 
https://www.politico.com/news/202
0/06/15/supreme-court-lgbt-rights-

decision-319693 

Two conservative justices joined 
decision expanding LGBTQ rights 

 
Website / Video  

June 2020:Five years after the US 
Supreme Court declared a  

fundamental right for same-sex 
couples to marry, the justices 

produced another landmark for 
the gay rights movement by ruling 
 that federal anti-bias law covers 

millions of gay, lesbian and 
transgender workers. 

 
 
 
 

reme-couhttps://www.cnn.com/202
0/06/15/politics/suprt-expanding-ga

y-rights/index.html 

https://abcnews.go.com/2020/Health/story?id=1235196&page=1
https://abcnews.go.com/2020/Health/story?id=1235196&page=1
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-are-still-unclear/258822/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-are-still-unclear/258822/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-are-still-unclear/258822/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-are-still-unclear/258822/
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/15/863498848/supreme-court-delivers-major-victory-to-lgbtq-employees
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/15/863498848/supreme-court-delivers-major-victory-to-lgbtq-employees
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/15/863498848/supreme-court-delivers-major-victory-to-lgbtq-employees
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/15/supreme-court-lgbt-rights-decision-319693
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/15/supreme-court-lgbt-rights-decision-319693
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/15/supreme-court-lgbt-rights-decision-319693
http://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/opinions/scotus-ruling-gay-transgender-people-workplace-honig/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/opinions/scotus-ruling-gay-transgender-people-workplace-honig/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/politics/supreme-court-expanding-gay-rights/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/politics/supreme-court-expanding-gay-rights/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/politics/supreme-court-expanding-gay-rights/index.html


 

"Bathroom Bill" Legislative 

 

Website  A bathroom bill is the common 
name for legislation or a statute 

that defines access to public toilets 
by gender (restrooms)—or 

transgender individual. 
 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/educ
ation/-bathroom-bill-legislative-tra

cking635951130.aspx 

The Rise and Fall of the Bathroom 
Bill: State Legislation Affecting 

Trans & Gender Non-Binary 
People 

 

Website Some states and municipalities 
have adopted provisions 

addressing the use of restrooms by 
transgender people, with some 

permitting transgender individuals 
to use public restrooms that match 
their gender identities and others 

prohibiting it. 
 

https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-
fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legis
lation-affecting-trans-and-gender-

non-binary-people 

40 Years After The Assassination 
Of Harvey Milk, LGBTQ 
Candidates Find Success 

 

Article  Article is about how LGBTQ 
candidates, are just being elected 

after 40 years after the 
assassination of Harvey Milk 

 

https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/67
0657965/40-years-after-the-assassi
nation-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candid

ates-find-success 

Harvey Milk becomes the first  
openly gay person elected to public  

office in California 

 

Website After moving to San Francisco in 
 the early 1970s, Milk established 

himself as a leading political 
activist for the gay community.  

Winning a seat on the city's Board 
of Supervisors, he emerged as one 
of the country's preeminent openly 
gay elected officials, spearheading 
an important anti-discrimination 

measure. 
 

https://www.history.com/this-day-i 
n-history/harvey-milk-first-openly-

gay-person-elected-in-california 

20 Historic Moments in the Fight  
for LGBTQ Rights 

Website Take a look at some of the most 
major moments in our country’s 

history that have strongly  
propelled the LGBTQ rights 

movement forward. 
 

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/l
gbt-equality-key-moments-timeline 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/-bathroom-bill-legislative-tracking635951130.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/-bathroom-bill-legislative-tracking635951130.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/-bathroom-bill-legislative-tracking635951130.aspx
https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legislation-affecting-trans-and-gender-non-binary-people
https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legislation-affecting-trans-and-gender-non-binary-people
https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legislation-affecting-trans-and-gender-non-binary-people
https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legislation-affecting-trans-and-gender-non-binary-people
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/670657965/40-years-after-the-assassination-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidates-find-success
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/670657965/40-years-after-the-assassination-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidates-find-success
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/670657965/40-years-after-the-assassination-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidates-find-success
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/670657965/40-years-after-the-assassination-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidates-find-success
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/harvey-milk-first-openly-gay-person-elected-in-california
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/harvey-milk-first-openly-gay-person-elected-in-california
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/harvey-milk-first-openly-gay-person-elected-in-california
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/lgbt-equality-key-moments-timeline
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/lgbt-equality-key-moments-timeline


 

LGBTQ Rights in NJ 
Website Everyone deserves legal 

protections, regardless of who they 
love or the gender they’re assigned 
at birth. The ACLU-NJ stands up 

for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer-identifying, 
and questioning New Jerseyans. 

https://www.aclu-nj.org/theissues/l
gbt-rights 

NJ now second state to require that 
schools teach LGBT history 

Article  New Jersey has become the second 
state in the nation after California 
to adopt a law that requires schools 
to teach about LGBT history in a 
move hailed by civil rights groups 

as a step toward inclusion and 
fairness. 

https://www.northjersey.com/story
/news/2019/02/01/nj-schools-teach-l
gbt-history-new-law/2743028002/ 

The 15 Most Influential LGBT 
Advocates in NJ Politics 

 

Website These are the fifteen  NJ advocates 
and elected officials who set the 

stage, and who stand to keep 
pushing forward for LGBTQ 

Rights. 

https://observer.com/2016/04/the-1
5-most-influential-lgbt-advocates-i

n-nj-politics/ 

2018 NJ’s LGBT Powerlist Website 100 Power List, a first-of-its 
kind-tribute to influential LGBTs 

in New Jersey politics. 

https://www.insidernj.com/wp-cont
ent/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ
%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGB
T%20Power%20List%202018.pdf 

 LGBTQ People from New Jersey Website People from New Jersey who are 
known to be Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual or Transgender. This list 
may not reflect recent changes. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Categ
ory:LGBT_people_from_New_Jers

ey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aclu-nj.org/theissues/lgbt-rights
https://www.aclu-nj.org/theissues/lgbt-rights
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2019/02/01/nj-schools-teach-lgbt-history-new-law/2743028002/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2019/02/01/nj-schools-teach-lgbt-history-new-law/2743028002/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2019/02/01/nj-schools-teach-lgbt-history-new-law/2743028002/
https://observer.com/2016/04/the-15-most-influential-lgbt-advocates-in-nj-politics/
https://observer.com/2016/04/the-15-most-influential-lgbt-advocates-in-nj-politics/
https://observer.com/2016/04/the-15-most-influential-lgbt-advocates-in-nj-politics/
https://www.insidernj.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGBT%20Power%20List%202018.pdf
https://www.insidernj.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGBT%20Power%20List%202018.pdf
https://www.insidernj.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGBT%20Power%20List%202018.pdf
https://www.insidernj.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGBT%20Power%20List%202018.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:LGBT_people_from_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:LGBT_people_from_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:LGBT_people_from_New_Jersey


 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 

Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:  LGBTQ Books  

 

Grade 
Level 

 Resource Name Author  Resource Description 

4-9 The Stonewall Riots: The 
Fight for LGBT Rights 

(Hidden Heroes) 

Tristan Poehlmann Discusses the 1969 Stonewall Riots which is now commemorated each year with 
LGBTQ Pride. Look at what led up to them, what happened at Stonewall, key 

people, and how the riots launched the modern LGBT rights movement.  

5-9 Totally Joe James Howe Looks at the life of Joe, a character from The Misfits, while he navigates middle 
school questioning gender expectations and traditional roles as he realizes he is gay. 

He has supportive family and friends while dealing with name-calling and 
controversy. One of four in The Misfits series.  

5-9 Gay & Lesbian History for 
Kids: The Century-Long 

Struggle for LGBT Rights 

Jerome Pohlen This book puts the historic struggle for LGBTQ equality into perspective Given 
today's news, it would be easy to get the impression that the campaign for LGBTQ 
equality is a recent development. This resource helps put recent events into context.  

 

5-9 Saturdays with Hitchcock Ellen Wittlinger When 12-year-old Maisie learns that Gary likes her, things get a little 
complicated—she doesn’t like Gary that way, but her best friend, Cyrus, does. 

5-9 The Marvels Brian Selznick Two stories – one in pictures, one in prose. Begins in 1766, when a young boy 
survives a shipwreck. It continues a century later when another young boy looking 

for clues about his family finds refuge with his uncle in a beautiful, mysterious home.  
 

5-9 The Misfits James Howe Four best friends try to survive seventh grade in the face of all-too-frequent taunts 
based on their weight, height, intelligence, sexual orientation, and gender expression. 

The story of the four friends continues with Totally Joe, Addie on the Inside, and 
Also Known as Elvis. 

5-9 The Stars Beneath Our 
Feet 

David Barclay Moore A boy tries to steer a safe path through the projects in Harlem in the  
wake of his brother’s death. Then Lolly’s mother’s girlfriend brings him a gift that 

will change everything: two enormous bags filled with Legos. 



 

5-9 Zenobia July Lisa Bunker Zenobia July is starting a new life in Maine with her aunts. People used to tell her 
she was a boy; now she's able to live openly as the girl she always knew she was. 

When someone anonymously posts hateful memes on her school's website, Zenobia 
knows she's the one with the hacking skills to solve the mystery. 

5-12 Troublemaker for Justice: 
The Story of Bayard 

Rustin, the Man Behind 
the March on Washington 

Jacqueline Houtman  Bayard Rustin was one of the most influential activists of our time, who was an 
early advocate for African Americans and for gay rights. He was a mentor to Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., teaching him about the power of nonviolent direct action. 
A Best Book of 2019 by School Library Journal. 

6-9 After Tupac & D Foster Jacqueline Woodson The day D Foster enters Neeka and her best friend’s lives, the world opens up for 
them. Through her, the girls see another side of life. They share a passion for the rap 

music of Tupac Shakur. They also deal with discrimination directed at the gay 
brother of one of the girls. 

6-9 Playground: A Mostly 
True Story of a Former 
Bully. Curtis "50 Cent" 

Jackson 

Laura Moser  A realistic look at bullying from the perspective of an African American young boy 
in middle school. Looks at the boy’s feelings as both a target and perpetrator of 
bullying. Also looks at divorce and LGBTQ parenting. Contains some explicit 

language.  

6-12 Stage Dreams Melanie Gillman This book puts readers in the saddle alongside Flor and Grace, a Latinx outlaw and 
a trans runaway, as they team up to thwart a Confederate plot in the New Mexico 

Territory. 

7-12 Ready Player One Ernest Cline In a dystopian world, Wade has devoted his life to the puzzles within a worldwide 
virtual reality game that promises power and fortune. But he finds himself beset by 

players willing to kill to take the ultimate prize. The book also explores privilege as it 
turns out that Wade’s best friend uses a white male avatar although she is a black  

lesbian. 

9-12 Hero 
 

Perry Moore The last thing in the world Thom Creed wants is to add to his father's pain, so he 
keeps secrets. Like that he has special powers. And that he's been asked to join the 
League - the very organization of superheroes that spurned his dad. But the most 

painful secret of all is one Thom can barely face himself: he's gay. 

9-12 Simon Vs The Homo 
Sapiens Agenda  

Becky Albertalli Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for 
the school musical. But when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk 

of being thrust into the spotlight. Now Simon is actually being blackmailed: if he  
doesn’t play wingman for class clown Martin, his sexual identity will become 

everyone’s business. 

9-12 Rethinking Normal Katie Rain Hill In her unique, generous, and affecting voice, nineteen-year-old Katie Hill shares her  
personal journey of undergoing gender reassignment. 



 

9-12 Geography Club Brent Hartinger I knew that any wrong action, however slight, could reveal my true identity... 
 

Russel is still going on dates with girls. Kevin would do anything to prevent his 
teammates on the baseball team from finding out. Min and Terese tell everyone 

they're really just good friends. But after a while, the truth's too hard to hide - at 
least from each other - so they form the "Geography Club." Nobody else will come. 

Why would they want to? Their secret should be safe. 

9-12 Grasshopper Jungle  Andrew Smith Sixteen-year-old Austin Szerba interweaves the story of his Polish legacy with the 
story of how he and his best friend , Robby, brought about the end of humanity and 

the rise of an army of unstoppable, six-foot tall praying mantises in small-town Iowa. 
To make matters worse, Austin's hormones are totally oblivious; they don't care that 

 the world is in utter chaos. 

9-12 Fans of the Impossible Life  Kate Scelsca Mira is starting over at Saint Francis Prep. She promised her parents she would at 
least try to pretend that she could act like a functioning human this time, not a girl 

who can’t get out of bed for days on end, who only feels awake when she’s with 
Sebby. 

9-12 Tell Me Again How A 
Crush Should Feel 

Sara Farizan High-school junior Leila has made it most of the way through Armstead Academy 
without having a crush on anyone, which is something of a relief. Her Persian 

heritage already makes her different from her classmates; if word got out that she 
liked girls, life would be twice as hard. But when a sophisticated, beautiful new girl,  
Saskia shows up, Leila starts to take risks she never thought she would, especially 

when it looks as if the attraction between them is mutual. 

9-12 Ask The Passengers  A.S. King Astrid Jones desperately wants to confide in someone, but her mother's pushiness 
and her father's lack of interest tell her they're the last people she can trust. Instead, 

Astrid spends hours lying on the backyard picnic table watching airplanes fly 
overhead. She doesn't know the passengers inside, but they're the only people who 

won't judge her when she asks them her most personal questions--like what it means 
that she's falling in love with a girl. 

 

9-12 We Are Everywhere Matthew Riemer and Leighton 
Brown 

 

A rich and sweeping photographic history of the Queer Liberation Movement, from 
the creators and curators of the massively popular Instagram account 

@lgbt_history, released in time for the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots. 

9-12 On Earth We’re Briefly 
Gorgeous 

 

Ocean Vuong Poet Ocean Vuong’s debut novel is a shattering portrait of a family, a first love, and 
the redemptive power of storytelling. With stunning urgency and grace, Ocean 

Vuong writes of people caught between disparate worlds, and asks how we heal and 
rescue one another without forsaking who we are. 



 

9-12 Untamed 

 

Glennon Doyle 

 

In her most revealing and powerful memoir yet, activist, speaker, and bestselling 
author, Glennon Doyle explores the joy and peace we discover when we stop striving 

 to meet others’ expectations and start trusting the voice deep within us. 

9-12 The Stonewall Reader Foreword by Edmund White 

Edited byNew York Public 
Library 

For the fiftieth anniversary of the Stonewall uprising, an anthology chronicling the 
tumultuous fight for LGBTQ rights in the 1960s and the activists who spearheaded 

it. 

9-12 Sister Outsider 

 

Audre Lorde 

 

The essential writings of black lesbian poet and feminist writer Audre Lorde. In this 
charged collection of fifteen essays and speeches, Lorde takes on sexism, racism, 
ageism, homophobia, and class, and propounds social difference as a vehicle for 

action and change. 

9-12 Rubyfruit Jungle Rita Mae Brown 

 

In bawdy, moving prose, Rita Mae Brown tells the story of Molly Bolt, the adoptive 
daughter of a poor Southern couple who boldly forges her own path in America. 

With her startling beauty and crackling wit, Molly finds that women are drawn to 
her wherever she goes—and she refuses to apologize for loving them back. 

9-12 Romance in Marseille 

 

Claude McKay 
 

 

The pioneering novel of physical disability, transatlantic travel, and black 
international politics. A vital document of black modernism and one of the earliest 

 overtly queer fictions in the African American tradition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:  American Revolution  

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Women in the Revolutionary War Website Roles women played in the 
Revolutionary War 

https://historyofmassachusetts.org/
the-roles-of-women-in-the-revoluti

onary-war/ 

“The Gay Man Who Saved The 
American Revolution” 

 

 Artice  Article is about Baron Von Steuben 
who was openly gay 

 
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/th
e-gay-man-who-saved-the_b_78385

06 

The American Revolution’s 
Greatest Leader Was Openly Gay 

 

Cartoon  Kicked out of his home country of 
Germany for his sexual orientation, 

“Baron Von Steuben” was 
responsible for whipping the U.S. 

military into shape when things were 
looking bleakest. 

 

https://thenib.com/the-american-re
volution-s-greatest-leader-was-ope

nly-gay-baron-von-steuben/ 

Deborah Sampson: Woman 
Warrior of the American 

Revolution 
 

Website Deborah Sampson was a woman who 
disguised herself as a man and 

fought as a soldier in the Continental 
Army during the American 

Revolution . 
 

https://historyofmassachusetts.org/
deborah-sampson-woman-warrior-

of-the-american-revoultion/ 

“America’s first gender bending 
soldier fought in the Revolutionary 

War” 

 

Article Deborah Sampson dressed as a man 
to join the Army. While she married 
and had children after the war, her 
gender identity wasn't important on 

the battlefield. 
 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/
08/americas-first-gender-bending-s
oldier-fought-revolutionary-war/ 

https://historyofmassachusetts.org/the-roles-of-women-in-the-revolutionary-war/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/the-roles-of-women-in-the-revolutionary-war/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/the-roles-of-women-in-the-revolutionary-war/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-gay-man-who-saved-the_b_7838506
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-gay-man-who-saved-the_b_7838506
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-gay-man-who-saved-the_b_7838506
https://thenib.com/the-american-revolution-s-greatest-leader-was-openly-gay-baron-von-steuben/
https://thenib.com/the-american-revolution-s-greatest-leader-was-openly-gay-baron-von-steuben/
https://thenib.com/the-american-revolution-s-greatest-leader-was-openly-gay-baron-von-steuben/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/continental-soldiers-revolutionary-war/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/continental-soldiers-revolutionary-war/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/american-revolution/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/american-revolution/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/deborah-sampson-woman-warrior-of-the-american-revoultion/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/deborah-sampson-woman-warrior-of-the-american-revoultion/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/deborah-sampson-woman-warrior-of-the-american-revoultion/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/08/americas-first-gender-bending-soldier-fought-revolutionary-war/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/08/americas-first-gender-bending-soldier-fought-revolutionary-war/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2017/08/americas-first-gender-bending-soldier-fought-revolutionary-war/


 

Cross-Dressing Women in the 
Revolutionary and Civil War 

 

Website  There were perhaps more than a 
thousand women who cross-dressed 

as men to join in both the 
Revolutionary War and in the Civil 
War but only the most famous or 

those that were written have 
survived the test of time. Here are 

some short biographies of these 
 cross-dressing women. 

http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w
/page/121214496/CrossDressingWo

men 

 
 

 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:   The Constitution and the 14th Amendment 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

10 Supreme Court cases about the 
14th Amendment 

 

Website 10 historic Supreme Court cases 
about due process and equal 

protection under the law. 
 

https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/
10-huge-supreme-court-cases-abou

t-the-14th-amendment 

Equality and The Fourteenth 
Amendment: A New Constitution 

 

Website with video The Fourteenth Amendment 
introduced the ideal of equality to 
the Constitution for the first time, 
promising “equal protection of the 

laws.” 
 

http://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution
-usa-peter-sagal/equality/#.XuoX8

EUZ7q9 

Constitutional amendments and 
same-sex marriage  

Lesson Plan To examine the process of 
amending the U.S. Constitution 
through the issue of same-sex 

marriage 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extr
a/lessons-plans/constitutional-amen

dents-and-gay-marriage/ 

http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/10-huge-supreme-court-cases-about-the-14th-amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/10-huge-supreme-court-cases-about-the-14th-amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/10-huge-supreme-court-cases-about-the-14th-amendment
http://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/equality/#.XuoX8EUZ7q9
http://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/equality/#.XuoX8EUZ7q9
http://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/equality/#.XuoX8EUZ7q9
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/constitutional-amendments-and-gay-marriage/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/constitutional-amendments-and-gay-marriage/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/constitutional-amendments-and-gay-marriage/


 

The Gay Rights Controversy Website with activity The issue:  Does the Constitution 
protect homosexual conduct? What 

limitations does the Constitution 
place on the ability of states to 

treat people differently because of 
their sexual orientation? 

 
 
 
 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/proje
cts/ftrials/conlaw/gayrights.htm 

The Right to Marry Website with activity The Issue:  Does the Constitution 
protect the decision to enter into a 

marital relationship?  
Does the Constitution protect the 
right to marry for inmates? The 

mentally retarded?  Cousins? 
Persons of the same sex? 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/proje
cts/ftrials/conlaw/righttomarry.ht

m 

Right to an Abortion? Website with activity The Issue:  Does the Constitution 
guarantee women the right to 

choose to terminate a pregnancy by 
having an abortion? 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/proje
cts/ftrials/conlaw/abortion.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/gayrights.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/gayrights.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/righttomarry.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/righttomarry.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/righttomarry.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/abortion.htm
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/abortion.htm


 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:  Westward Movement and Gender Diversity in 
Frontier Life (1800-1870) 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Overlooked No More: Charley 
Parkhurst, Gold Rush Legend 

With a Hidden Identity 

 

Article A swashbuckling, one-eyed 
stagecoach driver lived her life 
disguised as a man. After her 

death, the revelation that she was a 
woman provoked widespread 

astonishment. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/
05/obituaries/charley-parkhurst-ov

erlooked.html 

 “Tennessee’s Partner”  Short-story Discusses two men and their 
friendship during the late 1800s 

https://www.bartleby.com/195/15.h
tml 

“The Improbable, 200 year old 
story of one of America’s first 

same sex “marriages.”  

Article  One of America’s first same sex 
marriages 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/n
ews/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/20/th
e-improbable-story-of-one-of-amer
icas-first-same-sex-marriages-from

-over-200-years-ago/ 

The Sensibilities of Our 
Forefathers 

 

Website The History of Sodomy Laws in the 
United States 

 

https://www.glapn.org/sodomylaws
/sensibilities/introduction.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/05/obituaries/charley-parkhurst-overlooked.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/05/obituaries/charley-parkhurst-overlooked.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/05/obituaries/charley-parkhurst-overlooked.html
https://www.bartleby.com/195/15.html
https://www.bartleby.com/195/15.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/20/the-improbable-story-of-one-of-americas-first-same-sex-marriages-from-over-200-years-ago/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/20/the-improbable-story-of-one-of-americas-first-same-sex-marriages-from-over-200-years-ago/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/20/the-improbable-story-of-one-of-americas-first-same-sex-marriages-from-over-200-years-ago/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/20/the-improbable-story-of-one-of-americas-first-same-sex-marriages-from-over-200-years-ago/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/20/the-improbable-story-of-one-of-americas-first-same-sex-marriages-from-over-200-years-ago/
https://www.glapn.org/sodomylaws/sensibilities/introduction.htm
https://www.glapn.org/sodomylaws/sensibilities/introduction.htm


 
 

 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:  Native Americans, Gender Roles and Two-Spirit 
People 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Who are the Two Spirits? 

 

Website Native American two-spirits were 
male, female, and sometimes 
intersexed individuals who 

combined activities of both men 
and women with traits unique to 

their status as two spirits. 
 
 

http://www.willsworld.org/twospiri
tq-a.html 

Two Spirit Movie  Movie Clips PBS Two Spirit Movie and 
Resources  

 
 

https://www.pbs.org/independentle
ns/films/two-spirits/# 

Two-Spirit People PowerPoint Sex, Gender & Sexuality in 
Historic and Contemporary Native 

America 

http://www.ncai.org/policy-researc
h-center/initiatives/Pruden-Edmo_

TwoSpiritPeople.pdf 

Sexual and Gender Diversity in 
Native America and the Pacific 

Islands 

 

Website An introduction to the significant 
diversity in gender roles, 

sexualities, and identities among 
the native peoples of the United 

States—American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, and native  

Hawaiians. 
 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/lgbtqt
heme-nativeamerica.htm 

http://www.willsworld.org/twospiritq-a.html
http://www.willsworld.org/twospiritq-a.html
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/two-spirits/#
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/two-spirits/#
http://www.ncai.org/policy-research-center/initiatives/Pruden-Edmo_TwoSpiritPeople.pdf
http://www.ncai.org/policy-research-center/initiatives/Pruden-Edmo_TwoSpiritPeople.pdf
http://www.ncai.org/policy-research-center/initiatives/Pruden-Edmo_TwoSpiritPeople.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/articles/lgbtqtheme-nativeamerica.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/lgbtqtheme-nativeamerica.htm


 

Indigenous People Lesson Plan In this lesson, students will explore 
indigenous perspectives of gender, 

and contrast these to European 
beliefs. Students will also consider 
the impact of these colonial ideas 

about gender on indigenous people 
and communities. 

h ttps://bc.sogieducation.org/indige
nous-perspectives 

Native American/First Nations 
Perspectives of Gender 

 

Lesson Activity   After reading articles or viewing 
videos about two-spirit identities, 
compare and contrast the beliefs 

about gender traditionally held by 
some Native American people with 

those traditionally held in 
‘Western’ or colonial cultures. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1jcM9cjvg6I0sHYHHUi1Q-n2gJ

1RRZ_AJNLUjjgZ2e5o/edit 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/14_YC7jcf5dVYYoFe79vQN1Tw

wtk8cOvJ0YNVApgfgts/edit 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=8JcmAoderl4 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://bc.sogieducation.org/indigenous-perspectives
https://bc.sogieducation.org/indigenous-perspectives
https://bc.sogieducation.org/indigenous-perspectives
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcM9cjvg6I0sHYHHUi1Q-n2gJ1RRZ_AJNLUjjgZ2e5o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcM9cjvg6I0sHYHHUi1Q-n2gJ1RRZ_AJNLUjjgZ2e5o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcM9cjvg6I0sHYHHUi1Q-n2gJ1RRZ_AJNLUjjgZ2e5o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14_YC7jcf5dVYYoFe79vQN1Twwtk8cOvJ0YNVApgfgts/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14_YC7jcf5dVYYoFe79vQN1Twwtk8cOvJ0YNVApgfgts/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14_YC7jcf5dVYYoFe79vQN1Twwtk8cOvJ0YNVApgfgts/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JcmAoderl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JcmAoderl4


 
LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 

 
 
 

Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:  Civil War Period 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

“The Women Who Fought in the 
Civil War” 

 

 Article  Hundreds of women concealed 
their identities so they could battle 

alongside their Union and 
Confederate counterparts 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/
history/the-women-who-fought-in-t

he-civil-war-1402680/ 

PHOTOS: Civil War LGBT — and 
Feminist — Heroes 

Website  A photo exhibit celebrates those 
who crossed gender lines to serve 

in the Civil War 

https://www.advocate.com/politics/
transgender/2014/11/26/photos-civi

l-war-lgbt-and-feminist-heroes 

Was Pres. James Buchanan Gay?  Website As the only "bachelor president", 
many historians have speculated 
about the 15th president's sexual 

orientation 
 

https://potus-geeks.livejournal.com
/753439.html 

Cross-Dressing Women in the 
Revolutionary and Civil War 

 

Website  There were perhaps more than a 
thousand women who 

cross-dressed as men to join in 
both the Revolutionary War and in 

the Civil War but only the most 
famous or those that were written 

have survived the test of time. Here 
are some short biographies of these 

cross-dressing women. 
 
 

http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w
/page/121214496/CrossDressingWo

men 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-women-who-fought-in-the-civil-war-1402680/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-women-who-fought-in-the-civil-war-1402680/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-women-who-fought-in-the-civil-war-1402680/
https://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/11/26/photos-civil-war-lgbt-and-feminist-heroes
https://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/11/26/photos-civil-war-lgbt-and-feminist-heroes
https://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/11/26/photos-civil-war-lgbt-and-feminist-heroes
https://potus-geeks.livejournal.com/753439.html
https://potus-geeks.livejournal.com/753439.html
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen
http://queerhistory.pbworks.com/w/page/121214496/CrossDressingWomen


 

Albert D. J. Cashier: Woman 
Warrior, Insane Civil War 

Veteran, or Transman? 

 

Article  Challenging Gender Boundaries: A 
Trans Biography Project 

A collection of biographies written 
by the students in Dr. Catherine 

Jacquet's trans*, gender 
non-conforming, and intersex 

history class. 

 

http://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/
tgi-bios/albert-cashier 

Jennie Hodgers, aka Private Albert 

 Cashier 

 

Website One of the most famous female 
soldiers of the Civil War was 

Jennie Hodgers. Born in 1843, her 
 pre-war life seems filled with 

controversies and scandal.  

 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/jennie
-hodgers-aka-private-albert-cashie

r.htm 

“In Civil War, Woman Fought 
Like A Man For Freedom” 

 

Article  After her secret was discovered, 
Hodgers told different stories to  

different people about why she had 
chosen to live as a man. 

 

https://www.npr.org/templates/stor
y/story.php?storyId=104452266 

Loreta Janeta Velazquez Website Loreta Janeta Velazquez 
Biography 

 
 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/
biographies/loreta-janeta-velazque

z 

Madame Loreta Janeta Velazquez: 
Heroine or Hoaxer 

 

Website Madame Velazquez claimed to 
have so fervently supported the 

Southern cause that she donned the 
Confederate uniform as Lieutenant 

Harry Buford and fought at the 
battles of First Bull Run, Fort 

Donelson, and Shiloh. 

 
 

https://www.historynet.com/mada
me-loreta-janeta-velazquez-heroin

e-or-hoaxer.htm 

http://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/tgi-bios/albert-cashier
http://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/tgi-bios/albert-cashier
https://www.nps.gov/articles/jennie-hodgers-aka-private-albert-cashier.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/jennie-hodgers-aka-private-albert-cashier.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/jennie-hodgers-aka-private-albert-cashier.htm
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104452266
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104452266
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/loreta-janeta-velazquez
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/loreta-janeta-velazquez
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/loreta-janeta-velazquez
https://www.historynet.com/madame-loreta-janeta-velazquez-heroine-or-hoaxer.htm
https://www.historynet.com/madame-loreta-janeta-velazquez-heroine-or-hoaxer.htm
https://www.historynet.com/madame-loreta-janeta-velazquez-heroine-or-hoaxer.htm


 

“Inventing Loreta Velasquez: 
Confederate Soldier Impersonator, 
Media Celebrity, and Con Artist” 

 By William C. Davis 
2016 

Published by: Southern Illinois 
University Press 

Book She went by many names—Mary 
Ann Keith, Ann Williams, 

Lauretta Williams, and more—but 
history knows her best as Loreta 
Janeta Velasquez, a woman who 

claimed to have posed as a man to 
fight for the Confederacy. In 
Inventing Loreta Velasquez , 

acclaimed historian William C. 
Davis delves into the life of one of 

America’s early celebrities, peeling 
back the myths she herself created 
to reveal a startling and even more 

implausible reality. 
This groundbreaking biography 
reveals a woman quite different 

from the public persona she 
promoted. In contrast to her 

bestselling memoir, The Woman in 
Battle, in which she claimed she 
was an emphatic Confederate 

patriot, Velazquez in fact never 
saw combat. Instead, during the 
war she manufactured bullets for 

the Union and convinced her 
Confederate husband to desert.” 

n/a 

Sarah Emma Edmonds Website  Emma Edmonds was one of 
approximately 400 women who 

succeeded in enlisting in the army 
(either Union or Confederate) 

during the Civil War. Her 
uniqueness is that she not only 
succeeded in remaining in the 

army for several years, but was 
also eminently successful as a 

Union spy-all while impersonating 
a man. 

https://civilwarhome.com/edmonds
bio.html 

https://muse.jhu.edu/search?action=browse&limit=publisher_id:186
https://muse.jhu.edu/search?action=browse&limit=publisher_id:186
https://civilwarhome.com/edmondsbio.html
https://civilwarhome.com/edmondsbio.html


 

“Nurse and Spy in the Union Army” Digitized Book Nurse and Spy is a record of events 
which transpired in the experience 
of military life in Camp, Field and 
Hospital during the Civil War. The 
author participated in numerous 

battles, including Bull Run, 
Williamsburg, Antietam and 

Fredericksburg, in the capacity of 
"Spy" and as "Field Nurse" for 

over two years. 

https://archive.org/stream/nursesp
yinuniona00edmo#page/n7/mode/2

up 

“Nurse and Spy in the Union Army” Audio Book Nurse and Spy is a record of events 
which transpired in the experience 
of military life in Camp, Field and 
Hospital during the Civil War. The 
author participated in numerous 

battles, including Bull Run, 
Williamsburg, Antietam and 

Fredericksburg, in the capacity of 
"Spy" and as "Field Nurse" for 

over two years. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=B0BEN7AWDis 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://archive.org/stream/nursespyinuniona00edmo#page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/nursespyinuniona00edmo#page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/nursespyinuniona00edmo#page/n7/mode/2up
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0BEN7AWDis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0BEN7AWDis
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Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:  Romantic Friendships Increase Women’s Rights 
(1890-1930) 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Declaration of Sentiments  (1848) Online Text At the conclusion of the First 
Women's Rights Convention, 68 
women and 32 men signed the 

Declaration of Sentiments  drafted 
by Elizabeth Cady Stanton  and the 

M'Clintock family. 

The Declaration of Sentiments 
begins by asserting the equality of 
all men and women and reiterates 

that both genders are endowed 
with unalienable rights to life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. It argues that women 
are oppressed by the government 

and the patriarchal society of 
which they are a part. 

 
 

https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/his
toryculture/declaration-of-sentime

nts.htm  

“But Were They Gay? The 
Mystery of Same-Sex Love in the 

19th Century” 
 

 Article It was a time of "Boston 
marriages" between women and 

intimate letters between men. But 
what happened behind closed 

doors is anybody's guess. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/nation
al/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-g
ay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in

-the-19th-century/262117/ 

https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/elizabeth-cady-stanton.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-gay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in-the-19th-century/262117/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-gay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in-the-19th-century/262117/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-gay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in-the-19th-century/262117/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/09/but-were-they-gay-the-mystery-of-same-sex-love-in-the-19th-century/262117/


 

My Dear Boy: Gay Love Letters 
through the Centuries 

 

Anthology  My Dear Boy is an anthology of gay 
love letters documenting the 

heartbreak and joy of love between 
men for almost two thousand 

years. 
 

http://rictornorton.co.uk/dearboy.h
tm 

“Outing Jane Addams” Article  Article questions  if the Chicago 
heiress Mary Rozet Smith, was 

married to Addams for more than 
30 years? 

 
 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/n
ews/ct-xpm-2007-02-06-070206027

3-story.html 

'Female Husbands' In The 19th 
Century 

 

Website Questions of gender identity are 
nothing new. Way before 

Transparent and Chaz Bono and 
countless other popular culture 
stepping stones to where we are 
now regarding gender identity, 
there were accounts of "female 

husbands." 
 
 
 
 

https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-
history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/
-female-husbands-in-the-19th-cent

ury 

“To Believe in Women: What 
Lesbians Have Done For America - 

A History” 

 
Written by: Lillian Faderman 

Publisher: Mariner Books (June 8, 
2000) 

Book Focuses on a select group of 
late-nineteenth- and 

early-twentieth-century lesbians 
who were in the forefront of the 
battle to procure the rights and  
privileges that large numbers of 

Americans enjoy today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

n/a 

http://rictornorton.co.uk/dearboy.htm
http://rictornorton.co.uk/dearboy.htm
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2007-02-06-0702060273-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2007-02-06-0702060273-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2007-02-06-0702060273-story.html
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3502262/
http://www.chazbono.net/index.php
https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/-female-husbands-in-the-19th-century
https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/-female-husbands-in-the-19th-century
https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/-female-husbands-in-the-19th-century
https://legacy.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/01/29/382230187/-female-husbands-in-the-19th-century


 

Romantic Friendships Increase  

Women’s Rights (1890-1930) 

Lesson Activity 
 

Handout: Women Relationships  
During the Progressive Era 

During the Progressive Area 
(1890-1930), women worked 

together with other women to 
further their common interests as 

well as a variety of 
social issues. A woman’s success 

was often determined by her 
relationships with others. Read 

about these women of the 
Progressive area and 

complete this chart to learn how 
their relationships may or may not 

have furthered their causes. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1
3 

i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/vi
ew 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1X0FtOElaUW5hNVE/view
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Theme / Unit:  Gays in the Military 
 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Brotherhoods of Warriors 
 

Website Discusses Homosexuality in the 
military from after the First Punic 

War until 1990 

http://www.soldiers-of-misfortune.
com/history/gay-warriors.htm 

Coming Out Under Fire Online Video Coming Out Under Fire features 
nine gay and lesbian veterans who 

recount how they joined the 
patriotic war against fascism in the 

1940s only to find themselves 
fighting two battles: one for their 

country and another for their right 
to serve. 

https://www.deepfocusproductions.
com/films/coming-out-under-fire/ 

Articles of War (1912-1920) 

 

Website On June 30, 1775, the Second 
Continental Congress established 69 

Articles of War to govern the 
conduct of the Continental Army. On 
April 10, 1806, the first United States 

Congress enacted 101 Articles of 
War, which were not significantly 
revised until over a century later. 

The military justice system 
continued to operate under the 

Articles of War until May 31, 1951, 
when the Uniform Code of Military 

Justice went into effect. The 
documents below show a part of the 
legislative history of the 1912-1920 

revisions to the Articles of War. 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military
_Law/AW-1912-1920.html 

http://www.soldiers-of-misfortune.com/history/gay-warriors.htm
http://www.soldiers-of-misfortune.com/history/gay-warriors.htm
https://www.deepfocusproductions.com/films/coming-out-under-fire/
https://www.deepfocusproductions.com/films/coming-out-under-fire/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/AW-1912-1920.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/AW-1912-1920.html


 

“Sexuality, Sex Relations, 
Homosexuality [during World War 

1]” 

Article This article provides an 
international overview of the 

history of sexuality in the Great 
War, including (1) the venereal 

disease epidemic, prostitution, and 
expanding state surveillance of 

sexuality; (2) the war’s effects on 
perceptions of intimacy and 

sexuality; and (3) the war’s effects 
on sexual reform movements, 

particular the homosexual 
emancipation movement in 

Germany. 
 
 

https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-onli
ne.net/article/sexuality_sexual_rela

tions_homosexuality 

The Gay Veterans Movement To 
Achieve: Equality In America's 

Armed Forces 

Website Timeline gay veterans movement 
in this country from 1987 to 2008 

http://www.gaymilitarysignal.com/
0905HistoryII.html 

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell: From the 
Inside Out 

 

Article  Article is about a soldier talking 
about keeping his sexuality a secret 

during a time that “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy even before it 

became law.  

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/do
nt-ask-dont-tell-from-t_b_42310 

Executive Order 10450--Security 
requirements for Government 

employment 

Website Prohibited the federal government 
from hiring gay and lesbian people 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-r
egister/codification/executive-order

/10450.html 

Fellow Travelers 
 

By Thomas Mallon 
Publisher: Vintage; Reprint edition 

(May 6, 2008) 

Book The story centers on the love affair 
between two men working for the 

federal government—Hawkins 
"Hawk" Fuller, a State 

Department official, and Timothy 
Laughlin, a recent college graduate 

working in a senator's office. 

n/a 

Kicked Out of Air Force for Being  
Gay, Helen Grace James Wins 

Honorable Discharge 

Website Helen Grace James won her  
honorable discharge from the U.S. 

Air Force at the age of 90. It's a  
battle she fought for 60 years. 

 

https://www.npr.org/transcripts/57 
 

9205780 

https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/sexuality_sexual_relations_homosexuality
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/sexuality_sexual_relations_homosexuality
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/sexuality_sexual_relations_homosexuality
http://www.gaymilitarysignal.com/0905HistoryII.html
http://www.gaymilitarysignal.com/0905HistoryII.html
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/dont-ask-dont-tell-from-t_b_42310
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/dont-ask-dont-tell-from-t_b_42310
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/579205780
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/579205780


 

Executive Order 10450: Six 
Decades of 

Government-Sanctioned 
Oppression 

 

Website / Opera from Boston The overwhelming threat hanging 
over the heads of the characters in 

Fellow Travelers  was known as 
Executive Order 10450, which 

prohibited the federal government 
from hiring gay and lesbian people. 

Signed by President Dwight 
Eisenhower in April 1953, the 

Executive Order was drafted by 
Robert “Bobby” Cutler, a noted 

Bostonian who was the first person 
appointed as National Security 

Advisor to the President of the U.S. 
It remained in full force until 1973 

and was only revoked in its 
entirety in 2017. 

 
 
 
 

http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-
10450 

 
 
 

Experiencing War: Serving in 
Silence. Gay, Lesbian and 

Transgender Service People share 
their stories. 

Website Gay members of the Armed Forces 
have had to live with an extra layer 
of discretion and professionalism. 

Here are stories of men and women 
who served their country while  
balancing the need to keep their 

private lives private. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-
war-lgbt.html 

“Hatred and Homosexuality – 
Queer Men in the First World 

War” 
 

Article Article portrays the very real lives 
of homosexual men during the 

period of WWI 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vadamagazine.com/features
/opinions/homosexuality-first-worl

d-war 

http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
https://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-lgbt.html
https://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-lgbt.html
https://vadamagazine.com/features/opinions/homosexuality-first-world-war
https://vadamagazine.com/features/opinions/homosexuality-first-world-war
https://vadamagazine.com/features/opinions/homosexuality-first-world-war


 

Gays and Lesbians  Website As part of the Nazis’ attempt to 
purify German society and 

propagate an “Aryan master race,” 
they condemned homosexuals as 
“socially aberrant.” Soon after 

taking office on January 30, 1933, 
Hitler banned all gay and lesbian 

organizations. Brownshirted storm 
troopers raided the institutions and 

gathering places of homosexuals. 
While this subculture had 

flourished in the relative freedom 
of the 1920s, Nazi tactics greatly 

weakened it and drove it 
underground. 

 
The website lists a bibliography 

that compiled to guide readers to 
materials on the Nazi persecution 
of gays and lesbians that are in the 
Library’s collection. It is not meant 
to be exhaustive. Annotations are 

provided to help the user 
determine the item’s focus, and call 

numbers for the Museum’s 
Library are given in parentheses 

following each citation. Those 
unable to visit might be able to find 

these works in a nearby public 
library or acquire them through 

interlibrary loan. Follow the “Find 
in a library near you” link in each 
citation and enter your zip code at 
the Open WorldCat search screen. 
The results of that search indicate 
all libraries in your area that own 
that particular title. Talk to your 

local librarian for assistance. 
 
 
 

https://www.ushmm.org/collections
/bibliography/gays-and-lesbians 

https://www.ushmm.org/collections/bibliography/gays-and-lesbians
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/bibliography/gays-and-lesbians


 

“This Veteran's Job Was  
Discharging Gay Sailors In The 
Navy — But He Had A Secret” 

 

Article  From a closeted gay sailor who  
typed the dishonorable discharges 

for Korean War servicemen 
accused of homosexuality, to a 
lesbian correctively raped by 

Marines while serving in Desert 
Storm, these are the stories of 

LGBT veterans and their 
decades-long fight for equality in 

the armed forces. 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/art
i 

cle/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job
-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the

-navy-bu 

“Remembering LGBT History: 
How World War II Changed Gay 

and Lesbian Life in America” 

Article  Article explains how World War II 
Changed Gay and Lesbian Life in 

America 

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2
012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-L
GBT-History-How-World-War-II-
Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in

-America 

“Opening the Closet Doors on the 
Second World War” 

Article  One of the Boys: Homosexuality in 
the Military during World War II. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1
3i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RV

E/view 

“On the same side: Homosexuals 
during the Second World War” 

Article  Article reveals some of the varied 
experiences of homosexuals who 

served in the armed forces during 
the Second World War. 

 

 

https://www.historyextra.com/peri
od/second-world-war/on-the-same-
side-homosexuals-during-the-secon

d-world-war/ 

Gays in World War II 
Remembered on 70th Anniversary 

of VE Day 

Article Gays in World War II 
Remembered on 70th Anniversary 

of VE Day 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1
3i47xbweh1Y3VvUE9xdzFEaFE/vi

ew 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/sydneyparker/this-veterans-job-was-discharging-gay-sailors-in-the-navy-bu
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/5/25/1094817/-Remembering-LGBT-History-How-World-War-II-Changed-Gay-and-Lesbian-Life-in-America
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RVE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1ek9LWDMyWTY2RVE/view
https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/on-the-same-side-homosexuals-during-the-second-world-war/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/on-the-same-side-homosexuals-during-the-second-world-war/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/on-the-same-side-homosexuals-during-the-second-world-war/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/on-the-same-side-homosexuals-during-the-second-world-war/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1Y3VvUE9xdzFEaFE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1Y3VvUE9xdzFEaFE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B13i47xbweh1Y3VvUE9xdzFEaFE/view
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Theme / Unit:  Harlem Renaissance (1917-1935) 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

Harlem Renaissance Prezi  Many of the most prominent artists 
of the Harlem Renaissance were 

LGBTQ, including writers such as 
Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen 
and Zora Neale Hurston; Professor 

Alain Locke; music critic and 
photographer Carl Van Vechten, 

and entertainers Ma Rainey, Bessie 
Smith, Ethel Waters and Gladys 

Bentley. 
 
 
 
 

https://prezi.com/u2zgo-dj2ttf/the-
harlem-renaissance/ 

"Howl" by Alan Ginsberg Poem Written in 1955 and considered 
controversial by some.  

 
 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
poems/49303/howl 

Gay Men, Lesbians, Bisexuals and 
Transgenders in Harlem 

Website LGBTQ in Harlem  http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/bl
ues/homo.html#More 

Gay Harlem Renaissance Article  The Harlem of the 1920s, which 
produced a flowering of art, music 
and writing, was indisputably gay. 

 
 

https://www.theroot.com/the-gay-h
arlem-renaissance-1790864926 

https://prezi.com/u2zgo-dj2ttf/the-harlem-renaissance/
https://prezi.com/u2zgo-dj2ttf/the-harlem-renaissance/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/49303/howl
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/49303/howl
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/blues/homo.html#More
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/blues/homo.html#More
https://www.theroot.com/the-gay-harlem-renaissance-1790864926
https://www.theroot.com/the-gay-harlem-renaissance-1790864926


 

Hamilton Lodge Ball Website The Balls at the Hamilton Lodge in 
Harlem drew thousands to dance 

and spectate in the 1920's and 
1930's, and they were 

cross-dressing extravaganzas. 
Here is an article doing the 

academic angle, and then a gaggle 
of clippings that give a look at the 
way the Balls and their customers 
were described, from curiosity to  

moral outrage. 

http://queermusicheritage.com/nov
2014hamilton.html 

The Harlem Renaissance Website The Harlem Renaissance was the 
development of the Harlem 

neighborhood in New York City as 
a black cultural mecca in the early 
20th Century and the subsequent 
social and artistic explosion that 

resulted. Lasting roughly from the 
1910s through the mid-1930s, the 
period is considered a golden age 

in African American culture, 
manifesting in literature, music, 

stage performance and art. 

https://www.history.com/topics/roa
ring-twenties/harlem-renaissance 

LGBTQ African Americans of the 
Harlem Renaissance 

 

Website  In  the 1920’s Harlem was a 
bustling neighborhood and hub 
for African American artistic 

excellence. It was home to 
writers, philosophers, actors, 

musicians, and the like who all 
helped contribute to an era of 

great growth for African 
American art, literature, and 

culture. 

During this time, Harlem was 
often welcoming for LGBT 
people and they formed a 

community, hanging out at 
famous spots like Connie’s Inn 
and the lavish parties held in 
the home of A'Lelia Walker.  

In celebration of Pride Month 

https://nmaahc.tumblr.com/post/89
382360830/lgbtq-african-americans 

-of-the-harlem-renaissance 

http://queermusicheritage.com/nov2014hamilton.html
http://queermusicheritage.com/nov2014hamilton.html
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/harlem-renaissance
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/harlem-renaissance
https://nmaahc.tumblr.com/post/89382360830/lgbtq-african-americans-of-the-harlem-renaissance
https://nmaahc.tumblr.com/post/89382360830/lgbtq-african-americans-of-the-harlem-renaissance
https://nmaahc.tumblr.com/post/89382360830/lgbtq-african-americans-of-the-harlem-renaissance


 

this Five You Should Know 
post identifies black cultural 

icons of the Harlem 
Renaissance who identified as 

LGBT, both publicly and 
privately.  

 

 

Bessie Smith and Ma Rainey 
Forged a Powerful Friendship 
That Helped Bring Blues to the 

Mainstream 

 

Article  Although they crossed paths for a 
very short period early in their 

careers, Smith and Rainey became 
two of the most important figures 

in the burgeoning genre of the 
blues. 

https://www.biography.com/news/b
essie-smith-ma-rainey-biography 

Harlem Renaissance Exhibit Website Information about the Harlem 
Renaissance 

 

http://www.kurahulanda.com/temp
orary-harlem-renaissance 

Queer Music History – The 1920s 
and 1930s 

Website 1920's & 1930's, featuring gay & 
lesbian artists and songs about 

homosexuality 
 

http://queermusicheritage.com/nov
2014.html 

The Harlem Renaissance: What 
Was It, and Why Does It Matter? 

 

Website On February 28, 2014, Humanities 
Texas held a one-day teacher 

professional development 
workshop in Austin focusing on the 

history and literature of the 
Harlem Renaissance. Professor 
Cary D. Wintz, Distinguished 
Professor of History at Texas 

Southern University, opened the 
workshop with the following 
lecture titled "The Harlem 

Renaissance: What Was It, and 
Why Does It Matter?" In his 
remarks, Wintz addresses the 

origins and nature of the 

https://www.humanitiestexas.org/n
ews/articles/harlem-renaissance-w
hat-was-it-and-why-does-it-matter 

https://www.biography.com/news/bessie-smith-ma-rainey-biography
https://www.biography.com/news/bessie-smith-ma-rainey-biography
http://www.kurahulanda.com/temporary-harlem-renaissance
http://www.kurahulanda.com/temporary-harlem-renaissance
http://queermusicheritage.com/nov2014.html
http://queermusicheritage.com/nov2014.html
https://www.humanitiestexas.org/news/articles/harlem-renaissance-what-was-it-and-why-does-it-matter
https://www.humanitiestexas.org/news/articles/harlem-renaissance-what-was-it-and-why-does-it-matter
https://www.humanitiestexas.org/news/articles/harlem-renaissance-what-was-it-and-why-does-it-matter


 

movement—a task, he says, that is 
far more complex than it may 

seem. 
 

Gladys Bentley Was The Gender 
Nonconforming, Lesbian Superstar 

Of The Harlem Renaissance 
 

Article  Harlem Renaissance superstar 
Gladys Bentley brought infamy to 
her favorite venue—a notorious 

speakeasy called the Clam 
House—and created a gay nightlife 
scene 100 years ahead of its time. 

 
 

https://bust.com/feminism/18503-gl
adys-bentley-clam-jam.html 

Countee Cullen Website Countee Cullen is one of the most 
representative voices of the Harlem 

Renaissance. His life story is 
essentially a tale of youthful 

exuberance and talent of a star 
that flashed across the African 
American firmament and then 

sank toward the horizon. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
poets/countee-cullen 

Langston Hughes  Website Biography and work of Langston 
Hughes 

https://poets.org/poet/langston-hug
hes 

The Elusive Langston Hughes Article  Article about Langston Hughes https://www.newyorker.com/maga
zine/2015/02/23/sojourner 

Zora Neal Hurston  Website Archive  Zora Neale Hurston Archives http://chdr.cah.ucf.edu/hurstonarc
hive/ 

Black Past Website Alain Leroy Locke, a leading black 
intellectual during the early 

twentieth century and an 
important supporter of the Harlem 

Renaissance. 

https://www.blackpast.org/african-
american-history/locke-alain-1886-

1954/ 

 Ma Rainey Website Biography of Ma Rainey https://www.biography.com/musici
an/ma-rainey 

The Bessie Smith Story Website  The life story of Bessie Smith http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/bl
ues/bsa.html 

https://bust.com/feminism/18503-gladys-bentley-clam-jam.html
https://bust.com/feminism/18503-gladys-bentley-clam-jam.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/resources/learning/glossary-terms/detail/harlem-renaissance
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/resources/learning/glossary-terms/detail/harlem-renaissance
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/countee-cullen
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/countee-cullen
https://poets.org/poet/langston-hughes
https://poets.org/poet/langston-hughes
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/02/23/sojourner
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/02/23/sojourner
http://chdr.cah.ucf.edu/hurstonarchive/
http://chdr.cah.ucf.edu/hurstonarchive/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/locke-alain-1886-1954/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/locke-alain-1886-1954/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/locke-alain-1886-1954/
https://www.biography.com/musician/ma-rainey
https://www.biography.com/musician/ma-rainey
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/blues/bsa.html
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ug97/blues/bsa.html


 

Ethel Waters Website Yale Library Exhibit about Ethel 
Waters 

http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu
/exhibitions/cvvpw/gallery/waters1.

html 

Obscure Queer Blues Website Music during the Harlem 
Renaissance 

http://www.queermusicheritage.co
m/nov2014s.html 

White Mischief 
 

Article  The passions of Carl Van Vechten https://www.newyorker.com/maga
zine/2014/02/17/white-mischief-2 

Gay Influence Website Carl Van Vechten is credited with 
bringing the worlds of uptown 

Afro-American Harlem and 
downtown Whites together. 

 

http://gayinfluence.blogspot.com/2
012/02/carl-van-vechten.html 

#TBT: Carl Van Vechten and the 
Harlem Renaissance 

Article  Carl Van Vechten and  other  
Famous People of the Harlem 

Renaissance 

https://www.advocate.com/arts-ent
ertainment/art/photography/2015/0
2/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harl

em-renaissance 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 
 
 

http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu/exhibitions/cvvpw/gallery/waters1.html
http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu/exhibitions/cvvpw/gallery/waters1.html
http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu/exhibitions/cvvpw/gallery/waters1.html
http://www.queermusicheritage.com/nov2014s.html
http://www.queermusicheritage.com/nov2014s.html
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/02/17/white-mischief-2
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/02/17/white-mischief-2
http://gayinfluence.blogspot.com/2012/02/carl-van-vechten.html
http://gayinfluence.blogspot.com/2012/02/carl-van-vechten.html
https://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/art/photography/2015/02/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harlem-renaissance
https://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/art/photography/2015/02/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harlem-renaissance
https://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/art/photography/2015/02/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harlem-renaissance
https://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/art/photography/2015/02/12/tbt-carl-van-vechten-and-harlem-renaissance


 
Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:  The Lavender Scare and the 1950s  

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

The “Lavender Scare”: 
Homosexuals at the State 

Department 
 

Website In the 1950s and 60s, security 
within the U.S. government, 

including the State Department, 
was on high alert for internal risks, 
particularly Communists and what 

were considered to be sexual 
deviants—homosexuals and 

promiscuous individuals. 
Investigating homosexuality 

became a core function of the 
Department’s Office of Security, 

which ferreted out more people for 
homosexuality than for being a 

Communist. 

https://adst.org/2015/09/the-lavend
er-scare-homosexuals-at-the-state-

department/ 

“The Lavender Scare: 
Homosexuals in the State 

Department.”  

Article  Note: Our accounts contain the 
personal recollections and opinions 
of the individual interviewed. The 

views expressed should not be 
considered official statements of 

the U.S. government or the 
Association for Diplomatic Studies 
 and Training. ADST conducts oral 
history interviews with retired U.S. 
diplomats, and uses their accounts 
to form narratives around specific 

events or concepts, in order to 
further the study of American 

diplomatic history and provide the 
historical perspective of those 

directly involved. 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/th
e-lavender-scare-homose_b_81794

98 

Lavender Scare Movie Website / Movie  April 27, 1953: For LGBT 
Americans, a Day That Lives in 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ap
ril-27-1953-lavender-scare_b_1459

https://adst.org/2015/09/the-lavender-scare-homosexuals-at-the-state-department/
https://adst.org/2015/09/the-lavender-scare-homosexuals-at-the-state-department/
https://adst.org/2015/09/the-lavender-scare-homosexuals-at-the-state-department/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-lavender-scare-homose_b_8179498
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-lavender-scare-homose_b_8179498
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-lavender-scare-homose_b_8179498
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/april-27-1953-lavender-scare_b_1459335
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/april-27-1953-lavender-scare_b_1459335


 

Infamy 
 

335 

Executive Order 10450--Security 
requirements for Government 

employment 

Website Prohibited the federal government 
from hiring gay and lesbian people 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-r
egister/codification/executive-order

/10450.html 

Fellow Travelers 
 

By Thomas Mallon 
Publisher: Vintage; Reprint edition 

(May 6, 2008) 

Book The story centers on the love affair 
between two men working for the 

federal government—Hawkins 
"Hawk" Fuller, a State 

Department official, and Timothy  
Laughlin, a recent college graduate 

working in a senator's office. 
 
 

n/a 

Executive Order 10450: Six 
Decades of 

Government-Sanctioned 
Oppression 

 

Website / Opera from Boston The overwhelming threat hanging 
over the heads of the characters in 

Fellow Travelers  was known as 
Executive Order 10450, which 

prohibited the federal government 
from hiring gay and lesbian people. 

Signed by President Dwight 
Eisenhower in April 1953, the  

Executive Order was drafted by 
Robert “Bobby” Cutler, a noted 

Bostonian who was the first person 
appointed as National Security 

Advisor to the President of the U.S. 
It remained in full force until 1973 

and was only revoked in its 
entirety in 2017. 

 
 
 

http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-
10450 

 
 
 

“Today in History: State 
Department Reveals Purge of 91 

Homosexuals.” 

Website On this date in history, February 
28, 1950, amidst the paranoia of 

red scare created by Sen. Joe 
McCarthy, Deputy Undersecretary 

of State John Peurifoy revealed 
that the State Department had 

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2
012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-histor
y-State-Department-reveals-purge-

of-91-homosexuals 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/april-27-1953-lavender-scare_b_1459335
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/10450.html
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
http://blog.blo.org/executive-order-10450
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-history-State-Department-reveals-purge-of-91-homosexuals
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-history-State-Department-reveals-purge-of-91-homosexuals
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-history-State-Department-reveals-purge-of-91-homosexuals
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2012/2/28/1069129/-Today-in-history-State-Department-reveals-purge-of-91-homosexuals


 

dismissed 91 homosexuals in an 
ongoing purge that eventually 

came to sweep the entire Federal 
government. 

Kicked Out of Air Force for Being 
Gay, Helen Grace James Wins 

Honorable Discharge 

Website Helen Grace James won her 
honorable discharge from the U.S. 

Air Force at the age of 90. It's a 
battle she fought for 60 years. 

https://www.npr.org/transcripts/57
9205780 

At Long Last... 
 

Website / Video  U.S. Congressional Hearing. 
McCarthy-Army Hearings 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=oc6Yo3A7CC8&feature=youtu.be 

The Lavender Scare Movie  Website / Video  The untold story of a brutal witch 
hunt and the courageous few who 

fought back 
 

https://www.thelavenderscare.com/ 

“The Lavender Scare: The Cold 
War Persecution of Gays and 

Lesbians in the Federal 
Government” 

Written by: David K. Johnson 
Publisher: University of Chicago 
Press (May 15, 2006) 

 

Book The book demonstrates that 
communist were not the only 
victims of Joseph McCarthy's 

effort to remove subversives from 
the federal government.  It 

chronicles how gays and lesbians 
were considered threats to national 

security during the cold war and 
how this targeting by the federal 

government politicized the 
community, helping to empower a 

new civil rights movement for 
LGBT Americans. 

n/a 
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Theme / Unit:  Amendments, Laws and Court Decisions Expand 
Equality (1868-Present) 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

1873 Comstock Act Website In 1873, the U.S. Congress passed 
what became known as the 

“Comstock” laws. The act made it 
illegal to import, mail, or transport 

in interstate commerce obscene 
materials, including contraceptive 
devices and information on birth 

control. 
 

https://link.springer.com/reference
workentry/10.1007%2F978-0-306-4

8113-0_101 

Bowers v. Harwick (1986). The 
Supreme Court Landmark Cases. 

Website In Bowers v. Hardwick (1986), the 
Supreme Court ruled that the 

Constitution does not protect the 
right of gay adults to engage in 

private, consensual sodomy. 
 

https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supr
emecourt/rights/landmark_bowers.

html 

Glenn v. Brumby (2011) Website Federal lawsuit filed on behalf of a 
transgender woman fired from her 

job as a Legislative Editor after 
she stated her intention to live as a 

woman in accordance with her 
health care providers' 

recommendations. 
 
 
 

https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-co
urt/cases/glenn-v-brumby-et-al 

Hollingsworth v. Perry. Scotus 
Blog. July 30, 2013. 

Website The proponents of California’s ban 
on same-sex marriage did not have 

standing to appeal the district 
court’s order invalidating the ban. 

https://www.scotusblog.com/case-fil
es/cases/hollingsworth-v-perry/ 

Lawrence v. Kansas Legal Decision 
(2003) 

Website Was a landmark decision of the 
U.S. Supreme Court in which the 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/
html/02-102.ZO.html 

https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-0-306-48113-0_101
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-0-306-48113-0_101
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-0-306-48113-0_101
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_bowers.html
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_bowers.html
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_bowers.html
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/glenn-v-brumby-et-al
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/glenn-v-brumby-et-al
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/hollingsworth-v-perry/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/hollingsworth-v-perry/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/02-102.ZO.html
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/02-102.ZO.html


 

Court ruled that American laws 
prohibiting private homosexual 

activity between consenting adults 
are unconstitutional. 

 

Macy v. Holder (2013) Website Mia Macy’s Case Changed the 
Legal Landscape for Transgender 

Employees 
 

https://transgenderlawcenter.org/a
rchives/8633 

 

Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) Website Is a landmark civil rights case in  
which the Supreme Court of the 

United States ruled that the 
fundamental right to marry is 

guaranteed to same-sex couples by 
both the Due Process Clause and 

the Equal Protection Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution.  
 

https://www.scotusblog.com/case-fil 
es/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/ 

Romer v. Evans (1996) Website / Movie Colorado voters passed a 
constitutional amendment, popularly 

known as amendment two, which 
bans and repeals any state law which 

specifically protects homosexuals 
from discriminiation in 1992. The 

Supreme Court decided to hear this 
case which challenges the 

amendment’s constitutionality in 
February 1995. People on both sides 
of this issue and a journalist talked 

about the case and the larger issue of 
civil rights for homosexuals. 

 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?676
14-1/romer-v-evans 

Schroer v. Billington (2015) Website Landmark Federal decision on 
transgender employment 

discrimination 
 

http://transworkplace.blogspot.com
/2008/09/landmark-federal-decision

-on.html 

U.S. v. Windsor. June 26, 2013. Website Is a landmark United States https://www.scotusblog.com/case-fil

https://transgenderlawcenter.org/archives/8633
https://transgenderlawcenter.org/archives/8633
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/obergefell-v-hodges/
https://www.c-span.org/series/?theSupremeCourt
https://www.c-span.org/series/?theSupremeCourt
https://www.c-span.org/video/?67614-1/romer-v-evans
https://www.c-span.org/video/?67614-1/romer-v-evans
http://transworkplace.blogspot.com/2008/09/landmark-federal-decision-on.html
http://transworkplace.blogspot.com/2008/09/landmark-federal-decision-on.html
http://transworkplace.blogspot.com/2008/09/landmark-federal-decision-on.html
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/windsor-v-united-states-2/


 

Supreme Court civil rights case 
concerning same-sex marriage. 
The Court held that Section 3 of 

the Defense of Marriage Act, 
which denied federal recognition of 

same-sex marriages, was a 
violation of the Due Process Clause 

of the Fifth Amendment. 
 
 

es/cases/windsor-v-united-states-2/ 

The 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution 

Website The 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, ratified in 1868, 

granted citizenship to all persons 
born or naturalized in the United 

States—including former 
slaves—and guaranteed all citizens 

“equal protection of the laws. 
 
 
 

https://constitutioncenter.org/inter
active-constitution/amendment/am

endment-xiv 

“How Gay Marriage Became a 
Constitutional Right.” 

Article  How Gay Marriage Became a 
Constitutional Right 

The untold story of the improbable 
campaign that finally tipped the 

U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politic
s/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-su
preme-court-politics-activism/3970

52/ 

Queering Immigration in the Age 
of Trump: A Roundtable on 

Boutilier v. INS 

 

Article  To commemorate the anniversary of 
one of the LGBT movement’s most 

important early losses before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, NOTCHES is pleased 
to host a roundtable with five scholars 
who have studied Boutilier  and related 

aspects of queer immigration. 

http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/
queering-immigration-in-the-age-of
-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v

-ins/ 

Ban on Same-Sex Marriage Article  Hollingsworth v. Perry / 
Proposition 8 / California Ban on 
Same Sex Marriage / Timeline of 

Event 

https://igs.berkeley.edu/library/elec
tions/proposition-8 

https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/windsor-v-united-states-2/
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xiv
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xiv
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xiv
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-supreme-court-politics-activism/397052/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-supreme-court-politics-activism/397052/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-supreme-court-politics-activism/397052/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/gay-marriage-supreme-court-politics-activism/397052/
http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/queering-immigration-in-the-age-of-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v-ins/
http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/queering-immigration-in-the-age-of-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v-ins/
http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/queering-immigration-in-the-age-of-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v-ins/
http://notchesblog.com/2017/05/22/queering-immigration-in-the-age-of-trump-a-roundtable-on-boutilier-v-ins/
https://igs.berkeley.edu/library/elections/proposition-8
https://igs.berkeley.edu/library/elections/proposition-8


 

Freedom to Marry in NJ Article  A law allowing same-sex couples 
to enter into domestic partnership 

 takes effect in New Jersey. 
 

http://www.freedomtomarry.org/st
ates/new-jersey 

The Supreme Court: Homosexual 
Rights; Justices, 6-3, Legalize Gay 

Sexual Conduct in Sweeping 
Reversal of Court’s ’86 Ruling 

Article  The Supreme Court: Homosexual 
Rights; Justices, 6-3, Legalize Gay 

Sexual Conduct in Sweeping 
Reversal of Court’s ’86 Ruling. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/2
7/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rig
hts-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-

conduct.html?pagewanted=all 

Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA): 
Frequently Asked Questions. 

Website Answers to the most commonly 
asked questions about the so-called 
"Defense of Marriage Act," what it 
does, and what the legal challenges 

to it are. 

https://www.glaad.org/marriage/do
ma 

Special Forces Commander 
Transitions from Man to Woman 

Article  David Schroer was a star in the 
U.S. Army, rising through the 

ranks to become a Special Forces  
Commander while leading a 
classified anti-terrorism unit 

involved in covert operations; 
Transitions from Man to Woman 

https://abcnews.go.com/2020/Healt
h/story?id=1235196&page=1 

Transgender Rights in the 
Workplace Are Still Unclear 

 

Article  It's illegal to fire employees 
because of their sex. But switching 
genders can still cost people their 

jobs. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/nation
al/archive/2012/06/transgender-rig
hts-in-the-workplace-are-still-uncle

ar/258822/ 

Supreme Court Delivers Major 
Victory To LGBTQ Employees 

 

Article  June 2020: LGBT rights advocates 
triumphed at the Supreme Court 

Monday, winning a sweeping 
decision from the justices that 

protects gay, lesbian and 
transgender employees from being 
disciplined, fired or turned down 

for a job based on their sexual 
orientation. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.npr.org/2020/06/15/86
3498848/supreme-court-delivers-m

ajor-victory-to-lgbtq-employees 
 
 
 

https://www.politico.com/news/202
0/06/15/supreme-court-lgbt-rights-

decision-319693 

http://www.freedomtomarry.org/states/new-jersey
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/states/new-jersey
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-conduct.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-conduct.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-conduct.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/27/us/supreme-court-homosexual-rights-justices-6-3-legalize-gay-sexual-conduct.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.glaad.org/marriage/doma
https://www.glaad.org/marriage/doma
https://abcnews.go.com/2020/Health/story?id=1235196&page=1
https://abcnews.go.com/2020/Health/story?id=1235196&page=1
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-are-still-unclear/258822/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-are-still-unclear/258822/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-are-still-unclear/258822/
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/06/transgender-rights-in-the-workplace-are-still-unclear/258822/
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/15/863498848/supreme-court-delivers-major-victory-to-lgbtq-employees
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/15/863498848/supreme-court-delivers-major-victory-to-lgbtq-employees
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/15/863498848/supreme-court-delivers-major-victory-to-lgbtq-employees
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/15/supreme-court-lgbt-rights-decision-319693
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/15/supreme-court-lgbt-rights-decision-319693
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/15/supreme-court-lgbt-rights-decision-319693


 

Two conservative justices joined 
decision expanding LGBTQ rights 

 
Website / Video  

June 2020:Five years after the US 
Supreme Court declared a  

fundamental right for same-sex 
couples to marry, the justices 

produced another landmark for 
the gay rights movement by ruling 

that federal anti-bias law covers 
millions of gay, lesbian and 

transgender workers. 

reme-couhttps://www.cnn.com/202
0/06/15/politics/suprt-expanding-ga

y-rights/index.html 

"Bathroom Bill" Legislative 

 

Website  A bathroom bill is the common 
name for legislation or a statute 

that defines access to public toilets 
by gender (restrooms)—or 

transgender individual. 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/educ
ation/-bathroom-bill-legislative-tra

cking635951130.aspx 

The Rise and Fall of the Bathroom 
Bill: State Legislation Affecting 

Trans & Gender Non-Binary 
People 

 

Website Some states and municipalities 
have adopted provisions 

addressing the use of restrooms by 
transgender people, with some 

permitting transgender individuals 
to use public restrooms that match 
their gender identities and others 

prohibiting it. 

https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-
fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legis
lation-affecting-trans-and-gender-n

on-binary-people 

40 Years After The Assassination 
Of Harvey Milk, LGBTQ 
Candidates Find Success 

 

Article  Article is about how LGBTQ 
candidates, are just being elected 

after 40 years after the 
assassination of Harvey Milk. 

 
 
 

https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/67
0657965/40-years-after-the-assassin
ation-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidat

es-find-success 

Harvey Milk becomes the first 
openly gay person elected to public 

office in California 

 

Website After moving to San Francisco in 
the early 1970s, Milk established 

himself as a leading political 
activist for the gay community. 

Winning a seat on the city's Board 
of Supervisors, he emerged as one 
of the country's preeminent openly 
gay elected officials, spearheading 
an important anti-discrimination 

measure. 

https://www.history.com/this-day-i
n-history/harvey-milk-first-openly-

gay-person-elected-in-california 

http://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/opinions/scotus-ruling-gay-transgender-people-workplace-honig/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/opinions/scotus-ruling-gay-transgender-people-workplace-honig/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/politics/supreme-court-expanding-gay-rights/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/politics/supreme-court-expanding-gay-rights/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/politics/supreme-court-expanding-gay-rights/index.html
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/-bathroom-bill-legislative-tracking635951130.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/-bathroom-bill-legislative-tracking635951130.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/-bathroom-bill-legislative-tracking635951130.aspx
https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legislation-affecting-trans-and-gender-non-binary-people
https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legislation-affecting-trans-and-gender-non-binary-people
https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legislation-affecting-trans-and-gender-non-binary-people
https://naspa.org/blog/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-bathroom-bill-state-legislation-affecting-trans-and-gender-non-binary-people
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/670657965/40-years-after-the-assassination-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidates-find-success
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/670657965/40-years-after-the-assassination-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidates-find-success
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/670657965/40-years-after-the-assassination-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidates-find-success
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/27/670657965/40-years-after-the-assassination-of-harvey-milk-lgbt-candidates-find-success
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/harvey-milk-first-openly-gay-person-elected-in-california
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/harvey-milk-first-openly-gay-person-elected-in-california
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/harvey-milk-first-openly-gay-person-elected-in-california


 

 

Milk (2008) Movie  Milk is a 2008 American 
biographical film based on the life 
of gay rights activist and politician 

Harvey Milk, who was the first 
openly gay person to be elected to 

public office in California, as a 
member of the San Francisco 

Board of Supervisors. 

n/a 

20 Historic Moments in the Fight 
for LGBTQ Rights 

Website Take a look at some of the most 
major moments in our country’s 

history that have strongly 
propelled the LGBTQ rights 

movement forward 

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/l
gbt-equality-key-moments-timeline 

LGBTQ History in 
GovernmentDocuments: Timeline 

of Documents 
 

Website LGBTQ History in Government  
Documents: Timeline of 

Documents 
 

https://ucsd.libguides.com/lgbtdocs/ 
timeline 

America Moved On From Its 
Gay-Rights Moment—And Left a 

Legal Mess Behind 

 

Article  Half a decade after the Supreme 
Court’s same-sex-marriage 

decision, the justices and Congress 
are still trying to figure out what 

federal law should say about 
LGBTQ rights. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politic
s/archive/2019/08/lgbtq-rights-ame

rica-arent-resolved/596287/ 

LGBTQ Rights Milestones Fast 
Facts 

 

Article  Here is a look at LGBTQ 
milestones in the United States 

https://www.cnn.com/2015/06/19/us
/lgbt-rights-milestones-fast-facts/in

dex.html 

LGBTQ Rights in NJ 
Website Everyone deserves legal 

protections, regardless of who they 
love or the gender they’re assigned 
at birth. The ACLU-NJ stands up 

https://www.aclu-nj.org/theissues/l
gbt-rights 

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/lgbt-equality-key-moments-timeline
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/lgbt-equality-key-moments-timeline
https://ucsd.libguides.com/lgbtdocs/timeline
https://ucsd.libguides.com/lgbtdocs/timeline
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2019/08/lgbtq-rights-america-arent-resolved/596287/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2019/08/lgbtq-rights-america-arent-resolved/596287/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2019/08/lgbtq-rights-america-arent-resolved/596287/
https://www.cnn.com/2015/06/19/us/lgbt-rights-milestones-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2015/06/19/us/lgbt-rights-milestones-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2015/06/19/us/lgbt-rights-milestones-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.aclu-nj.org/theissues/lgbt-rights
https://www.aclu-nj.org/theissues/lgbt-rights


 

for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer-identifying, 
and questioning New Jerseyans. 

NJ now second state to require that 
schools teach LGBT history 

Article  New Jersey has become the second 
state in the nation after California 

to adopt a law that requires 
schools to teach about LGBT 

history in a move hailed by civil 
rights groups as a step toward 

inclusion and  
fairness. 

https://www.northjersey.com/story/
news/2019/02/01/nj-schools-teach-lg

bt-history-new-law/2743028002/ 

The 15 Most Influential LGBT 
Advocates in NJ Politics 

 

Website These are the fifteen  NJ advocates 
and elected officials who set the 

stage, and who stand to keep 
pushing forward for LGBTQ 

Rights 

https://observer.com/2016/04/the-1
5-most-influential-lgbt-advocates-i

n-nj-politics/ 

2018 NJ’s LGBT Powerlist Website 100 Power List, a first-of-its 
kind-tribute to influential LGBTs 

in New Jersey politics. 

https://www.insidernj.com/wp-cont
ent/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ
%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGB
T%20Power%20List%202018.pdf 

 LGBTQ People from New Jersey Website People from New Jersey who are 
known to be Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual or Transgender. This list 
may not reflect recent changes. 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Categ
ory:LGBT_people_from_New_Jers

ey 

The Tyler Clementi Foundation: 
Tyler Clementi’s Story  

 

Website His story inspires thousands to 
stand up to bullying and 

harassment whether in person or 
online. The Tyler Clementi 

Foundation was founded by the 
Clementi family to prevent 

bullying through inclusion and the 
assertion of dignity and acceptance 

as a way to honor the memory of 
Tyler: a son, a brother, and a 

https://tylerclementi.org/tylers-stor
y/ 
 

https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2019/02/01/nj-schools-teach-lgbt-history-new-law/2743028002/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2019/02/01/nj-schools-teach-lgbt-history-new-law/2743028002/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2019/02/01/nj-schools-teach-lgbt-history-new-law/2743028002/
https://observer.com/2016/04/the-15-most-influential-lgbt-advocates-in-nj-politics/
https://observer.com/2016/04/the-15-most-influential-lgbt-advocates-in-nj-politics/
https://observer.com/2016/04/the-15-most-influential-lgbt-advocates-in-nj-politics/
https://www.insidernj.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGBT%20Power%20List%202018.pdf
https://www.insidernj.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGBT%20Power%20List%202018.pdf
https://www.insidernj.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGBT%20Power%20List%202018.pdf
https://www.insidernj.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Insider%20NJ%27s%20Insider%20100%20LGBT%20Power%20List%202018.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:LGBT_people_from_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:LGBT_people_from_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:LGBT_people_from_New_Jersey
https://tylerclementi.org/tylers-story/
https://tylerclementi.org/tylers-story/


 

friend. 

H.R.2747 - Tyler Clementi Higher 
Education Anti-Harassment Act of 

2019 

 

Website  This bill addresses harassment at 
institutions of higher education 

(IHEs). Harassment includes 
certain conduct undertaken 

through technological means that 
limits a student's ability to benefit 

from the IHE's programs, or 
creates a hostile or abusive 

educational environment at the 
school. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th
-congress/house-bill/2747?s=1&r=7 

 
 

https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/m
edia/doc/Tyler%20Clementi%20Hi
gher%20Education%20Anti-Haras
sment%20Act%20Fact%20Sheet

%20FINAL.pdf 

Tyler Clementi Center for 
Diversity Education and Bias 

Prevention 

Website The Tyler Clementi Center 
engages scholars, practitioners and 

thought leaders to examine the 
impact of bias, peer aggression and 

campus climate on students 
attending institutions of higher 

education. 

https://clementicenter.rutgers.edu/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LGBTQ RESOURCE GUIDE 
 

Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Theme / Unit:  LGBTQ in Wolrd History: Ancient History - Present 

 

 Resource Name   Resource Type   Resource Description  Link  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2747?s=1&r=7
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A Timeline of Gay World History 
 

Website A Timeline of Gay World History: 
from Ancient Times to The 

Twenty-first Century 
 

https://www.galva108.org/single-po
st/2014/05/08/A-Timeline-of-Gay-

World-History 

History of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender Social 

Movements 
 

Article  Although the LGBT community 
and individuals remain targets for 

hate violence and backlash 
throughout the world 

https://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resour
ces/history 

20 LGBT People Who Changed the 
World 

 

Website  Gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender people have existed as 
long as humanity itself. They have 

made history and important 
contributions even in the face of 

societies that discriminate against 
them or pretend they do not exist. 

In celebration of lives and 
achievements, the site has 20  of the 

most notable LGBT figures 
throughout time who have changed 

the world for the better. 
 

https://www.advocate.com/world/2
016/7/08/20-lgbt-people-who-chang
ed-world#media-gallery-media-1 

People with a History: An Online 
Guide to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

and Trans History 

Website People w ith  a History presents the 
history of lesbians, gay men, 
bisexuals and transgendered 

people; LGBT. It includes 
hundreds of original texts, 

discussions, and [soon] images, and 
addresses LGBT history in all 

periods, and in all regions of the 
world. 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/p
wh/ 

10 maps show how much LGBTQ 
rights vary around the world  

Article  LGBTQ rights vary greatly around 
the world, even among countries 

we often think of as inclusive. 

https://www.businessinsider.com/lg
btq-rights-around-the-world-maps

-2018-10 

Map of Countries that Criminalise 
LGBT People 

 

Website The map on the website provides 
an overview of the countries across 

the world where lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender people 

https://www.humandignitytrust.or
g/lgbt-the-law/map-of-criminalisati

on/ 

https://www.galva108.org/single-post/2014/05/08/A-Timeline-of-Gay-World-History
https://www.galva108.org/single-post/2014/05/08/A-Timeline-of-Gay-World-History
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https://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/history
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https://www.advocate.com/world/2016/7/08/20-lgbt-people-who-changed-world#media-gallery-media-1
https://www.advocate.com/world/2016/7/08/20-lgbt-people-who-changed-world#media-gallery-media-1
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https://www.humandignitytrust.org/lgbt-the-law/map-of-criminalisation/


 

are criminalised. 

Struggle Among Progress as  
Countries Restrict L.G.B.T.Q. 

Rights 
 

Article The world has been transformed in 
 many ways in the 50 years since 
the uprising at the Stonewall Inn, 

with major shifts in the past 
decade alone on every continent. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/
2 

3/world/global-lgbtq-rights.html 

The US Hasn't Only Stopped 
Defending LGBTQ Rights Around 
The World, Now It's Part Of The 

Problem 

 

Article This was the decade when it 
became clear that “gay rights are 
human rights,” but it was also the 
decade when the very notion that 

humans have universal rights came 
under attack. 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/art
icle/lesterfeder/lgbtq-rights-decade

-in-review 

LGBT rights | Amnesty 
International 

Website Around the world, people are 
under attack for who they love, 

how they dress, and ultimately for 
who they are. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-
we-do/discrimination/lgbt-rights/ 

International LGBTQA Dates to 

 Know 
 

Website 
International LGBTQA Dates to  

Know  

https://www.wright.edu/diversity-a
nd-inclusion/culture-and-identity-c 
enters/lgbtqa-affairs/international-

lgbtqa-dates-to-know 

A Global Report Card on 
LGBTQ+ Rights 

 

Article At a time when access to health 
care is a global concern, LGBT 

people remain vulnerable to 
discrimination, driven by health 
workers’ personal prejudice or 

government policy. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/
18/global-report-card-lgbtq-rights-

idahobit# 

 


