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Preparing for Virtual 
Engagement: 

Student/Parent 
Orientation

On September 3, 2020, Future Ready Prep hosted our first 
virtual orientation.  178 members of the FRP community 
logged on to find out what learning during the on-going 
COVID 19 Pandemic would mean for our scholars and 
their families during the 2020-2021 academic year.  
Families formally learned about the expectations of the 
virtual learning community,  but most importantly, they 
learned that in spite of the distance, we are still a family 
and no one  should feel alone.  In addition to sharing 
norms and standards, we also shared resources and 
provided support to those in need.  



Student Spotlight
Ka’Myah James – Grade 8

What Is Peace?

Peace is like a leaf falling on me 
Peace makes me feel like I’m at home 

Peace is my friend when I'm lonely 
           Peace is the blue sky when I'm sad

       Peace is a life being saved 
Peace is America being great again 

Peace is being on America's Got Talent 

Peace is going to college 
And finally, Peace is not destroying the world

9/2020



Student Spotlight
La’Riyah Williamson – Grade 7

Assignment: Unit Rate
Directions: For this activity, you will determine the best deal for certain items in the grocery store. You will determine the best value 
by comparing the unit rates. SHOW WORK.

Dairy Section  
There are two types of great cheese for sale! Determine which of the following would be a better purchase. 
Work and Answer for Dairy Section:

Kraft - 24 slices for $9.15 Kraft:  $9.15 / 24 = 0.38;
$0.37 per slice 

Sargento:  $4.15 / 11 = 0.37
Sargento - 11 slices for $4.15 $0.35 per slice

I divided to get these answers. Both packs of cheese would be equal If you 
rounded. In this case, I’m not going to round. Therefore, Sargento would be 
the better buy.            9/2020



Future Ready Prep participated in 
“Start With Hello Week” during 
the week of September 21st 
through September 25th.  Students 
and staff participated in various 
activities designed to strengthen 
the culture and climate of the FRP 
community.



Virtual Back to School Night
The Future Ready Prep staff hosted our Virtual Back to School Night on September 23, 2020.  Families were 
reminded of how our entire school community works together to collectively achieve the FRP vision, mission, and 
goals.  We are supporting our students in the development of critical thinking, commitment to service, evolving 
leadership, and local/global awareness. Standards-based teaching and learning abound; problem-orientated learning 
is emphasized.  Each grade level tackles a global issue identified by the United Nations; grade 6 – SDG 6, grade 7 – 
SDG 2 and Grade 8 – SDG 16. Additional information was also shared about Class Link and Schoology.

● ELA/Social Studies Department: Ms. Magro, Ms. Carr, Mr. Giotta, Ms. Exi, and Mr. Reed
● Math/Science Department: Ms. Elias, Ms. Maltabes, Mr. Donat, and Mr. Oro
● Support Staff and Counseling: Ms. King-Morton, Ms. Williams, and Ms. Campbell
● Administration: Dr. Richardson



Week of Respect
Each year, Future Ready Prep participates in the “Week of Respect.” We continued the tradition this year in spite of 
the circumstances we find ourselves in.  During the week of 10/5/2020 – 10/9/2020, teachers presented lessons on 
respect and emphasized the importance of ensuring our school community is a bully-free zone.  At FRP, cultivating 
a warm, nurturing environment is everyone’s responsibility.  If incidents of bullying occur, we strive to ensure 
students know when, where, and how to obtain assistance.  Students are exposed to lessons on bullying prevention, 
conflict resolution, and school safety. On 10/5, in solidarity with the organization stompoutbullying.org, we 
recognized the World Day of Bullying Prevention a.k.a.“Blue Shirt Day.” On 10/8 we had “Be a H.E.R.O. (Helping 
Everyone Respect Others)” day. Students and staff wore their superhero shirts to encourage all to be a hero for the 
day. On 10/9 we asked everyone to rep their culture by wearing something to represent where they are from. 
Students had the opportunity to present to their peers about where they are from, native foods, and customs that are 
unique to their culture. The goal behind that activity was to increase respect and tolerance for diversity.



Student Spotlight
Abudmaliki Touray – Grade 6

ASSIGNMENT   
TOPIC: As we are continuing with virtual education, there are many obstacles to overcome.  However, when we transition back to in-person schooling, there 
will be another set of problems.  Taking both of these into consideration, what is the biggest challenge faced by students today?

I feel like if we return to school in person it will be the biggest challenge the educational system will face. Emotionally and physically. 
Here are my reasons why I say it will be the biggest challenge.

The first point of why this will be a challenge is PTSD. If we're all in class and a kid who has a cold coughs everyone will scatter to the 
other side of the room thinking he has Covid 19. People will be scared to go near him. I know this reason has affected me and many more people. 

Second, after not leaving the house for months, people have become socially awkward. I cannot hold a conversation to save my life if it is 
not about my main topic. Imagine how this will be at school. You get called on for a question and you have to answer the question in front of the 
whole class. You can't turn your camera off in person.

My last reason why I think we should stay virtual is very important. Bullying. In person you can't just block somebody, they can get all up 
in your face but the best you can do is ignore it. But if we are virtual you can block their number block and their account. You can block them and 
just not hear or speak about them.  By the time schools open back up they would have lost interest in bothering you.

Those are all the reasons why I think we should stay virtual. 
            10/2020



World Food Day
October 16, 2020

In math class, 7th grade students learned from empirical data 
related to food waste.  They also took a “Hunger Quiz.”  A 
donation was made to help hungry people for every quiz 

students completed by 
www.worldhunger.org

http://www.worldhunger.org


World Food Day Oxfam Webinar
October 16, 2020

7th grade students participated in a webinar hosted by Oxfam International.  During the webinar students 
learned about how the distribution of resources impact the amount of food available globally.  High income 
countries have more financial resources than middle and low income countries.  As a result, food resources are 
not evenly allocated.  Access to food in high income countries are also impacted by financial resources.  The 
world produces enough food for all citizens worldwide.  Scarcity should not be a consideration.  FRP students 
are working on solutions to the problem of 
food scarcity locally and globally.



School Violence Awareness Week
In compliance with the requirements of the Department of Education, Future Ready Prep participated in the “School 
Violence Awareness Week.” During the week of 10/19/2020 – 10/23/2020, there was a continuation of what the 
students learned during the Week of Respect as well. The main focus of lessons this week was on school climate 
and safety, tolerance, and empathy. 

● 10/19 - “Being Bully Free is NO Sweat”
(wear sweats)

● 10/20 - “Team Up Against Bullying”
(wear team jersey or sportswear)

● 10/21 - National SAVE day
(wear ORANGE to show unity)

● 10/22 - “I’m too Bright to BULLY”
(wear neon colors)

● 10/23 - “Be All You Can Be...bully free”
(wear camouflage)

“Being Bully Free is NO Sweat”



Student Spotlight
Jordan Ross – Grade 6

A box of pens contains only red pens and blue pens.  The ratio of the number of red pens to the total number of pens in 
the box is 1:4. 

If there are 24 pens in the box, how many of them are blue?  Show your work and explain how you got your answer.

 Red pen 1 2 3 4 5 6
 Blue pens 3 6 9 12 15 18
Total pens 4 8 12 16 20 24

Blue   3     x     6 18
Total   4     x     6 24
If there are 24 pens in the box, 18 of them would be blue.

        10/2020 



Student Spotlight
Stacey Marc – Grade 8

The topic of homework has been highly debated over many years. Many Students believe that homework is a waste of time. It leaves many students 
frustrated and confused when they don’t understand it. In the Stanford study, many students said that they often did homework they saw as “pointless” or “mindless.” 
Homework causes a lot of stress as it is. Teenagers shouldn’t be spending hours on doing homework after school.

Homework doesn’t mean that you’ll get better at something or even get better grades. Sometimes it might even make things worse. It can make someone 
feel foolish or ignorant. Students shouldn’t be forced to do homework when they can be doing something else. The school board needs to keep in mind that some 
teenagers are dealing with personal problems. Such as breakups, family problems, bullying, sleepiness, and stress. There’s a lot that they need to worry about and one 
shouldn’t be handing in work on time.

Teachers say that students should have homework for more practice and exercise. Pedagogues say that it improves students' potential in learning the 
subject, but that’s not always the truth. Homework can lead to stress and depression. Students have to deal with being in school for eight hours, then having to go 
home and work on more stuff from school is very overpowering. Waking up at 7 or earlier just to go to an environment of learning repeatedly on weekdays for 8 
hours. Then going home to do something that was just taught is mind boggling. Even educators struggle with homework because of the grading that comes with it. 
Sitting at late hours grading a bunch of students grades isn’t enjoyable

Homework is also beneficial in some parts. It provides evidence that proves if a student actually paid attention in class. Homework strengthens learning and 
helps retain information learnt in class. It teaches you how to depend on yourself. Homework helps students work independently. Homework also helps with teacher 
grading, Oftentimes teachers put out homework to have a grade in on something.

Homework necessary is a positive or negative thing. Yes, it causes stress and yes it may be a good way to practice the information that was just learned. 
Regardless, no teenager's grade should be held accountable if they didn’t do their homework. There are pros and cons of doing homework and overall the whole idea 
of it. Nonetheless, Homework is a lot of stress and misery that should not be put on kids or young 
adults. 

Assignment: Argumentative Essay             10/2020



Movie Day Incentive
October 21, 2020

8th Grade was recognized for having the highest daily attendance during the month of
September 2020.



Virtual Field Trip
November 9, 2020

Future Ready Prep students took a schoolwide virtual field trip to the San Diego Zoo.  While on the “trip” 
students learned about different species of animals.  At the end of the trip students demonstrated their 
knowledge by creating slide presentations which included endangered status, continent of origin, animal 
classification status, and other pertinent information.



International Day for Tolerance
November 10, 2020

On Monday, November 16, 2020, Future Ready Prep celebrated International Day for 
Tolerance as a school community. Each subject area focused their lesson on promoting 
tolerance and teaching students how to create their own narrative.

In social studies class, students worked 
to create a tolerance curriculum in 
which each student group created and 
delivered lesson plans based on their 
chosen topic (race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, or ability). 



Future Ready Prep Presents: 
Oxfam and the Impact of Covid-19

On November 30, 2020, FRP students worked collaboratively schoolwide to educate the Future Ready Prep, the 
East Orange and the Essex County communities about the impact of Covid-19 on food security.  Students also 
highlighted that Essex County has the highest rate of food insecurity in the state of New Jersey.  As a part of the 
presentation, students provided information about resources that those in need can access locally.  Chef Ameer 
Natson, a local community servant was the keynote speaker.  Chef Natson discussed his work with feeding 
families.  This past Thanksgiving, his organization fed 6,000 families in the greater Essex County area.



Student Spotlight – Clean Water Essay
Imani Robinson-Ward – Grade 6

There Is A Problem!
Do you know that there is something wrong with the water people drink? Poor water quality around the world has become a 

crisis. There is not a lot of fresh water that is suitable for drinking. Scientists are working on ways to fix this, and they are trying 
desalination. No access to fresh, clean water is a water crisis, but solutions like desalination can help.

A lack of fresh water can cause health problems. This is important because people’s lives and animal’s lives are now in 
danger because drinking unclean water. “Poor water quality spreads disease, hurts plant growth and can even increase infant deaths” 
(“Clean Water Inequality”).  A lack of clean water does not hurt just humans, but plants and animals too.  These are just some ways 
that poor water can hurt the Earth. 

People and animals are hurting because of the water crisis. “Most of the world’s freshwater is hard to find…Only a small 
part of Earth's freshwater is easy for humans to use.” (Dwindling Freshwater Resources). Since fresh water is limited, we could all die 
if we do not find a sustainable source of water.  Scientists have found that there is a way to create clean water to drink if we cannot 
find it naturally.

Most of earth is covered with salt water, and we are unable to drink that water without getting hurt. We may have a chance of 
fixing the water crisis, but there is also a chance that the way of solving the water crisis can  harm some while helping others. “What 
if there is a way to make ocean water drinkable? There is. It is called desalination…But desalination is not perfect.” ( Solving the 
Clean Water Crisis”). Scientists found a way to take the salt out, but it is dangerous to other living things because the salt that gets put 
back into the ocean is harmful to sea animals.

Now you know what the water crisis is, how it happened, and how it can be solved. Hopefully, others will help find different 
ways to solve the water crisis because desalination does not work to protect every living thing on the Earth.  The water crisis is a big 
issue because we need water to survive. If we do not drink water, we will die. If we do drink water, but it is unclean, we because we 
are not drinking clean water. Stay safe, and be careful of the water that you drink.

12/2020



International Human Rights Day 
Symposium

December 10, 2020



Student Spotlight
Science

On Wednesday, December 9, 2020, our 8th graders performed the first of the district-wide virtual labs with the 
Students-2-Science group.  They explored the lab “Massive Attraction” by creating craters in foil using balls 

with various masses to experimentally determine how gravity would affect objects of different masses. 



Global Collaboration: 
East Orange and East Africa

December 11, 2020
On December 11, 2020, Future Ready Prep 7th grade students met with students from Kenya, East Africa.  
The students will work collaboratively to create a solution to the locust infestation that is contributing to food 
insecurity in East Africa.  Students will analyze data collected by NASA satellites and use information to make 
informed decisions about possible solutions.  Teams will be guided by content area specialists from the 
National Society of Black Engineers and researchers from North Carolina A & T.



Future Ready Prep 
Save Promise Club

The Future Ready Prep Save Promise Club's mission is to uphold the school's honor code and to make every 

student in the FRP community feel safe, included, and welcome by creating an environment of acceptance 

and tolerance. 



Dr. Renee N. Richardson, Administrator
renee.richardson@eastorange.k12.nj.us

Ms. Tamiko Gourdine - Broadway, Administrator
t.gourdine@eastorange.k12.nj.us

Upcoming Events

● January 15, 2021:
FRP Virtual Day of Service

● February 9, 2021:
Virtual Student Led Conferences

● February 17, 2021:
Future Ready Prep Screening Day

● February 23, 2021:
Awards Ceremony (Q2)

● February 25, 2021:
Digital Learning Day

● March 5, 2021:
Crispus Attucks Recognition

● March 15 - 22, 2021:
Sustainable Development Week

● April 19 - 23, 2021:
College and Career Week

● April 30, 2021:
Awards Ceremony (Q3)

● May 3 -7, 2021:
Teacher Appreciation Week

● May 28, 2021:
Virtual Field Trip

● June 1, 2021:
Global Day of Parents/PTO Awards/Student

Awards
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