Second Quarter
Newsletter

January 12, 2021

Happy New Year Miner Families!
We made it through the first semester of the 2020-2021 school year. When I reference “we” it has definitely been a team
effort. Thank you!
As we move forward into 2021, I wanted to share with you some new things that we will be implementing this semester.
The first new thing is “School Messenger.” This is an automated communication system that we have started using in order
to keep families updated on various things happening at the school. We have used it a couple of times and are getting better
at it with each use. However, it is a work in progress. To maximize the effectiveness of the tool, it is important for us to have
updated contact information. Please notify the school of any changes in your address, email, phone number, parent and/or
guardianship and emergency contact information. The website address to the Google form is provided below so that you can
update your information electronically. If you do not feel comfortable updating your information that way please stop by the
school or contact one of the secretaries in the front office and they will gladly help you.
Google Form ~ English – https://forms.gle/sSg9ZoJUxiqYcjrZA
Google Form ~ Spanish – https://forms.gle/aCLfQc3YZ7miqHYAA
The second new thing is the implementation of “Check-and-Connect.” Check-and-Connect is an evidenced based program
to help students stay engaged in school. The goals of the program are to increase attendance rates, decrease behavior
referrals, increase credit attainment which ultimately leads to an increase in graduation rates. Since this is an extensive
program, which takes time to implement, we will gradually be phasing it in. In other words “baby steps.” Our paraprofessionals
will start working with students and families to implement the program in the near future. I have included some basic
information about the program for you to review. Please contact me if you have any questions.
My next point of information is not necessarily new for the normal events of a regular school year but will be conducted in a
different way. We are still planning on taking school pictures however there will not be any class photos taken this year. More
information will be coming soon about individual photos.
Seniors need to have their pictures submitted for the yearbook by January 22, 2021. We are still planning on having
graduation in May and once again we will keep you updated on the specific date, time and how we will conduct the ceremony.
You can order your caps and gowns now on the Rembrandt website. We have not forgotten about promotion ceremonies for
the eighth graders and elementary students. We are also taking into consideration the planning of other special events such
as prom. We will do our best to try and make these events happen.
In closing, I’m looking forward to a successful and productive second semester!
With kind regards
Michelle Poppen Ed.D.
Principal
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Counselor’s Corner
 ASVAB will take place January 25th in the
MSMUSD Auditorium. All juniors and any
seniors wanting to retake the ASVAB need to
contact and register with Mr. J. before January
21st.
 FAFSA – A big thank you to our students who
have completed their FASFA. For students who
have not completed this, please do so ASAP.
Website: www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Reminder for Seniors: apply for community
colleges, universities or trade schools.
 Scholarships – We have scholarship
opportunities for students planning on
attending college. The following scholarships
have been offered in the past
o Fred & Sally Memorial
o Phillip Clark memorial
o Rene Acosta SR Family Sueno Americano
o SaddleBrooke Community Outreach
o SaddleBrooke Rotary
o Knights of Columbus
o Pinal County Credit Union
o San Pedro Lions
o San Manuel Rotary
o Asarco Employee Funded
o University of Arizona
o Northern Arizona University
o Arizona State University
o Central Arizona College Academic
o Grand Canyon University
o United States Army
o United States Airforce
o United States Navy
o United States Marines
o Air National Guard
 A number of our students have applied to and
been accepted to the U of A, ASU, and NAU.
 If you are applying for scholarships and need a
letter of recommendation, please contact the
Counselors’ or a teacher.

Need to Know


School website: https://www.msmusd.org

Upcoming Events
 Early Release Days
 January
 6, 13, 20, 27
 February
 3, 10, 17, 24
 March
 3, 10
 Half Days
 End of Quarter 3
 March 12, 2021
 Parent/Teacher Conference Days
 March 24, 2021
 March 31, 2021
 No School Days
 Martin Luther King Day
 January 18, 2021
 President’s Day
 February 12, 2021
 Spring Break
 March 15 – 19, 2021

The deadline for all senior documents (senior
portraits, baby pictures, quotes, & senior ads) is
January 22, 2021.
Senior ads need to be paid for online.
A letter with this information was sent via “snail
mail” and students received this information via
email.
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Pre-School News
A huge thank you to all our adults at home who have been supporting their preschooler during these very different
circumstances. We couldn’t have made the first semester a success without all of your help. As we say in preschool you
are fan-tastic! Mrs. Crissy and I are so proud of our preschoolers. They have been little bookworms and have read 192
books in EPIC, and have made leaps and bounds with their handwriting skills. Keep up the great work! We’ve had an
exciting time applying concepts to the real world such as patterns, syllables, comparing, contrasting, counting, letters,
rhyming and problem solving activities. We miss you all so much and love to see what your preschooler is doing at home
during our time apart. Keep those photos coming! From our preschool family to yours, Happy New Year.
We are excited to begin the third quarter in preschool! We are going to continue to work hard learning our letters,
numbers, and handwriting skills so that way our preschoolers will be Kinder ready. Parents it’s vital that your
preschooler participate in our recorded sessions and assignments. This will support their Kinder readiness and ensure
they will be ready. Preschoolers will continue to learn concepts through real world learning. A little hint, there will be
lots of sunshine in the preschool sessions. In February, there might be a chance of raining hearts. It could get cloudy
when we investigate the cold and learn about a “beary” big animal. Stay tuned for your child to report what they have
learned.

Ms. Carol

Kindergarten News
HAPPY NEW YEAR KINDERGARTEN! We are so glad to be back for the new year 2021! For this quarter, we will focus
more on independent learning. The students are understanding the importance of our letters and sounds and therefore
we want them to use their phonics skills as they write. Students should be independently writing their own sentences
this quarter, with very little help from parents. They are ready for independent work! In math, we are introducing
number bonds and word problems. In science, we will learn about Arctic animals and perform science experiments with
liquids and solids. In social studies, we will learn about special holidays and how we are all so different and unique. Let’s
have a great new year!

Mrs. Guerrero and Ms. Dana

First Grade News
We are still going strong in 1st Grade! We made it to 2021 and we are going to dive deeper into the skills we have been
building in the past year. In ELA, students will be working on becoming more fluent readers and bettering their
comprehension skills. Fluency is a big step when working towards 2nd Grade, and we want to be sure students are on
firm ground going forward. Sight word practice and being able to automatically remember their phonemes and
phonograms are still very important skills. So...practice, practice, practice!
In math, we have been working on place value and word problems. Students are still using different strategies, such as
counting on, decomposing numbers, and making 10 to solve their math problems. They are doing an outstanding job!
Remember...solid skills come from consistent and deliberate practice! Keep up the great work our Firstie Families!

Ms. Huerta and Mrs. Laguna

Elementary news continued on the next page
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Second Grade News
It was a busy second quarter learning about biomes, pilgrims, double digit addition & subtraction along with holidays
around the world. The students really enjoyed learning interesting facts about pilgrims and how other people celebrate
holidays in other countries. Starting third quarter classroom work will be due at 3:00 p.m. We want to thank all the
parents/guardians for their support and dedication they provide daily.

Mrs. Torres and Ms. McCutcheon

Third Grade News
Parental support is evident, thank you for monitoring your child’s progress. We cannot do it without your support, you
are an important member of our team. During the second quarter we learned and practiced reading comprehension,
story elements, inferences, facts, summarizing, context clues, and daily journals. For math, we used reading, writing,
multiplication, division, as well as commutative property skills to solve problems involving perimeter and area. In
science, we learned about properties of matter, the sun’s energy, sound waves, and sources of light. Social studies
started off by learning about Arizona Native Americans, Arizona web quests, and then we branched into WWII and
discussed the many factors that influenced history and the modern world. For quarter three, your child will be
responsible for reading passages of different genres and answering questions using higher order thinking. In math we
will continue with perimeter and area and then begin our journey with fractions.

Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Vender

Fourth & Fifth Grade News
Thank you to all the parents and students who have been so involved with our online classes. In the third quarter we
will continue to progress in reading, ELA, and math. We will also begin to prepare for our AzMERIT testing in
Reading/ELA, Math, and Science. All assignments are due and need to be submitted before Sunday at 7:00 pm each
week. All assignments are deleted on Sunday after 7:01 pm. Please understand that your child will not be able to
retrieve the week’s assignments via Google Classroom. Thank you for your support and understanding.

Mrs. Austin, Mrs. Fry, and Mrs. Walden

Junior High (6th – 8th grade)
Exceptional Student Service Classes are going well. I have officially transitioned into the role of
full-time teacher. Students engaged in a variety of projects learning about different genres of literature and writing their
own scary stories. Students learned the key parts of a story and engaged in activities that allowed them to show their
understanding of the story in a creative way. Students worked on their word problem skills by completing activities that
allowed them to use all four mathematical operations to complete the activity.

Ms. Allmendinger

Junior High news continued on the next page
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JH ELA – Our 6th and 7th grade second quarter was a successful one. The students are staying positive and
interacting more during our live sessions. The students are understanding how to use the Google programs more and
they are working hard to get their work done.
A huge shout-out to our super students in the 6th grade who were high academic achievers during second quarter:
Nicholas Aronson, Brody Fletcher, Jesus Guerrero, Vincent Hubbard, Sylviana Madrid, Daniel Najera, and Amar Zazueta.
A huge shout-out to our super students in the 7th grade who were our high academic achievers during second quarter:
Yasamin Jimenez, Bryson LeGrand, Julianna McClintock Rodriguez, and Athan Riekofski.
I have confidence in our students that our second quarter will be even better than the 1st and 2nd one. Thank you
students for all of your hard work during a challenging school year.

Mrs. Soqui

7th grade ELA – Mrs. Bracewell's 7th graders read Wonder and El Deafo this semester and had many great
discussions on how we each think about ourselves and how we think about and treat others. We had some wonderful
learning this semester--Mrs. Bracewell greatly enjoyed their enthusiasm for learning! Special shoutout to Ms. Priscilla
Molina and Ms. Maddee Richardson. Both of these young ladies were vocal in class, active in small groups, and awesome
at staying on track when working in their groups!

8th grade ELA – Mrs. Bracewell's 8th grade students just wrapped up a great unit on the classic young people's
novel A Wizard of Earthsea. Students focused on literary vocabulary, writing about literature, and considering ways that
writers write and ways that readers read. For the second semester, students will continue to focus on reading and
writing. Special shout-out to Mr. Sean McDermott II and Julian Noriega, who always keep class discussions flowing and
who always volunteer to answer and read in class!

JH Math – In our jr. high math class this last quarter most students have worked hard to learn new programs that
enhance their education. The 6th graders really love the competition of a good Kahoot! Students are also working hard in
our Google classroom as well as in MobyMax. When we had a competition for the most minutes done in MobyMax per
class during the Thanksgiving break, Derek, Ezechiel, and Juan won for which they received a reward. Juan had the most
minutes of all students with over 300. They did an awesome job! We also had a drawing for participation rewards. Our
top winners were Derek, Keith and Aliana. Jesus, Nicholas, Priscilla M., Yurem, and Alexa were also recognized as
winners. We want to congratulate our students who are working hard in this unusual setting.

Ms. Tate & Mrs. McRae

7th Grade Math – Ms. Robles's 7th graders are working on ratios and proportions. We will be working on
Expressions and Equations, Geometry and Statistics and Probability for second semester. Special thanks to Bryson,
Legrand, Athan Riekofski, Priscylla Ortiz and Julianna McClintock-Rodriguez for always volunteering their ideas and for
their helpfulness.

8th Grade Math – Ms. Robles's 8th grade students just wrapped up a unit on Geometry. Students focused on
transformations (translations, rotations, reflections and dilations). For the second semester, students will work on
Geometry, Expressions and Equations and Functions. Special thank you to Lane Large, Isaiah Huerta and Julian Noriega in
the 2/3 block who always are willing to share their knowledge. In 4/5 block, thank you to Sean McDermott and Angelica
Gomez for always keeping the discussion going.
Junior High news continued on the next page
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JH History — We had a wonderful second quarter, full of wonder and awe!

Our students have worked
extremely hard and have mastered the Google LMS. Our sixth graders learned about Ancient Egypt and Ancient
India. We continue to recognize the importance of water to civilizations. Seventh graders were focused on revolutions
throughout history and concluded with the industrial revolution. Learning about the foundations of our modern
government was the focus of our 8th grade students as we learned about the three Branches of Government, their
functions and why we must have checks and balances. We explored supreme court cases and took part in a mock voting
during the presidential election. I look toward an exciting and engaging 2nd semester!

Ms. Romero

High School (9th – 12th grade)
Art
In the second quarter, Art classes practiced drawing flowers, shapes and still life objects. Students typically draw 2 or 3
times a week. We have used our drawing skills to draw flowers that are significant to different peoples from the
Americas and Europe. We plan to continue to draw culturally significant symbols such as flowers and dwellings from
peoples of diverse backgrounds.
We will continue building our vocabulary through the third quarter with the use of Artist Interviews that are hosted
through the PBS website. The Public Broadcasting Station (PBS), has a plethora of art related content that generously
builds curriculum gaps that have widened during the pandemic.
Students, if you are interested in Art activities, consider joining our Art Club. We generally meet on Wednesdays at 10:00
AM on Google Meets. We have a few members that love art and help each other post their work onto the Google
Classroom with the help of Jam Board and Google Slides. So if you like talking about, looking at and making art, join our
Art Club by contacting Mr. Enriquez at: enriquezj@msmusd.org
Happy New Year!

Mr. Enriquez

Early Childhood Education
This quarter the Early Childhood Education students covered a lot of material online. Our Early childhood students
learned how to promote prosocial behavior in young children. They explored a variety of techniques and strategies to
encourage cooperation in play and learning. This included techniques to encourage children to identify, express, and
regulate their emotions appropriately. Students learned about visual art experiences that nurture creativity and self‐
expression for young children from birth to third grade. They also learned about the concepts of process vs. product art,
and a variety of other art media.
We started a fundraiser for our Early Childhood Education Program. Our class is selling goodies to teachers on their
workday (Wednesday). Our Community project is on its way as well. The Early Childhood class is making homemade
toys for Headstart. I also would like to do a shout out to Hannah Holley, Rianna Bowser, and Marialena Molina for
volunteering at the local Food Bank. They put together over 200 boxes for our Community.

Mrs. Reidhead

High School news continued on the next page
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Cabinet Making/Construction
In Mr. Schmidt's cabinetmaking and construction classes we are continuing to build simple desks for students in
our community. In the online classes, students are drawing construction plans for their own potential business,
which will later become a scaled down wood model that students can build at home.

Mr. Schmidt

History and Politics Department
The Miners made great strides in their historical, political, economic, and geographical studies during the second
quarter. Tenth graders studied various early civilizations from a myriad of geographic regions. They focused much of
their analysis on different cultures, societies, and religions of such civilizations. Juniors have just completed their study
of the War of 1812 and its consequences. Currently, these scholars are exploring the “Era of Good Feelings,”
nationalism, agriculture, and industry as we slowly move into the Antebellum Era. Seniors have studied various political
philosophies, the birth of the American Republic, the 2020 Election, and they have compared and contrasted the Articles
of Confederation with the Constitution. We are now beginning to discuss the Judicial Branch and landmark Supreme
Court cases. Seniors in AP Government are preparing themselves for their exam in May. They are doing an honorable job
of being true critical thinking scholars in their analyses of the American political system. I am so lucky to have each one
of these children as my students. They have made the best of a difficult school year and are continuing to learn despite
enormous obstacles. I look forward to another engaging semester.

Mr. Stocking

YOU ARE:
Awesome, Beautiful, Courageous, Delightful, Extraordinary, Fabulous,
Genuine, Helpful, Important, Joyous, Kind, Loved, Marvelous, Necessary,
Outstanding, Precious, Quirky, Real, Special, True, Unique, Valued,
Wondrous, Extraordinary, Yaba-daba-do, Xanas, and Zealous!
Always look for the positive in yourself,
Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Derrick, Mrs. Gonzales, Mrs. Gonzalez, and Mrs. Mortensen
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