
Hello Parents! 

We are Parent Educators that works with Parents 

and their children, age’s birth to three. As a Parent 

Educator, our roles are to: 

Provide individualized information 

about your child’s development. 

Provide information about how the 

brain functions in infants and toddlers. 

Provide age-appropriate activities to 

perform with your child in the 

convenience of your own home. 

Support and reinforce the importance of 

the parents’ role as the first teachers of 

your children. 

If you would like to register your child in the Parents 

As Teachers (PAT) Program, you may stop in the 

Birth to 3 Program Office in Room 101 & or call 

(708) 410-3710.

Thank You! 

Parents As Teachers (PAT) 

An early-learning program for 

pregnant mothers and parents with 

children birth to age 3 

Your baby was born to learn! 

 

 

The Importance of Early Reading 

and Writing Development 

Children start to learn language from the day 

they are born. As they grow and develop, their 

speech and language skills become 

increasingly more complex. They learn to 

understand and use language to express their 

ideas, thoughts, and feelings, and to 

communicate with others. During early speech 

and language development, children learn 

skills that are important to the development of 

literacy (reading and writing). This stage, 

known as emergent literacy, begins at birth and 

continues through the preschool years. 

Children see and interact with print (e.g., 

books, magazines, grocery lists) in everyday 

situations (e.g., home, in preschool, and at 

daycare) well before they start elementary 

school. Parents can see their child's growing 

appreciation and enjoyment of print as he or 

she begins to recognize words that rhyme, 

scribble with crayons, point out logos and 

street signs, and name some letters of the 

alphabet. Gradually, children combine what 

they know about speaking and listening with 

what they know about print and become ready 

to learn to read and write. 

  Bellwood School District 88 
      Birth to Three Program 

       Mission Statement 

District 88’s Birth to Three 

Program recognizes parents as the 

child’s first and primary teacher. We 

value this relationship and work in 

partnership with the family. We 

strive to enhance the child’s 

development as well as to deepen the 

family’s knowledge, skills, and 

abilities as they interact and raise 

their child. 

Bellwood District 88 

 Birth To 3 Program 

“Parents, you 

are your child’s 

first teacher” 



Your baby was born to learn. 

Q&A 

Question 

Why Join the Parent as Teachers program? 

Answer 
1. Learn how your child grows and develops. 

2. Share your experiences and receive support

from other families who have a child the same

age as yours. 

3. Give your child the best possible start in 

life. 

Question 

What services does the program provide? 

Answer 
1. Personalize home visits with PAT certified

parent educators.

2. Parent meetings with other parents to share

and learn more about parenting experiences.

3. Screenings to check development, hearing,

and vision.

The Parents As Teachers Program is a FREE program, 

which offers parents: 

❖ Research-based information on child development and

how the brain grows and functions in infants and

toddlers.

❖ Screening to help parents identify how their child is

developing.

❖ Activities and toys that foster learning, nurture

development, and strengthen parent-child relationship.

❖ Discussion of common parenting topics such as

positive discipline, techniques for problem solving,

realistic expectations of child behavior, nutrition, etc.

❖ Support and reinforce the importance of the parents’

role as the first teachers of their children.

Services: 

Personal Visits: by PAT certified parent educators to discuss your 

child’s developmental stage and techniques to encourage continued early- 
learning. 

Developmental Screening: Research suggests that from birth to 3 

years old, the brain goes through the most critical stages of development. 
Screenings reassure parents when the child is developing on target, and to 
identify problems early to foster improvement. 

Group Connections: Group meetings allow parents to share ideas, 
express concerns and obtain additional parenting information. 

Resources: Access to the toy and book lending libraries, playgroups, 
and workshops. 

Give your child the best possible start in life. Enroll in Parents as Teachers 

today!  Pregnant mothers are also welcome!  Stop in room 101 at Lincoln 

Primary (3519 Wilcox Ave.) or call 708-410-3731. Ask for Mrs. Harris, 

Mrs. Little-Goff, Mrs. Sanchez, Mrs. Villanueva or Mrs. Gonzalez

Bellwood District 88’s Birth to 3 Program Staff

4. Referrals to other services beyond the scope

of the program.

5. Resources within the community 

Question 
Who are the Parent Educators? 
Answer 
1. PAT certified parent educators who have

experience working with young children and

families.

2. Parent educators receive specialized 

training in child development. Yearly training

hours are required to maintain their

certification.

3. Parents decide if they will act on the 

information offered by the parent educator.

Question
Who participates in the program?
Answer 
1. All families are eligible to participate

throughout pregnancy until their child enters

Preschool (3 years old). 

2. Participation in the program is voluntary.




