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CUSD NEWSLETTER 
Important dates 

September 

October 

October 13, 2020 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

September 22, 2020 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

Follow CUSD @corcoranunified on Twitter to 
get the latest news! 

I keep hearing over and over again from staff members 
across our district expressing their desire to get kids back 
in our classrooms. We have listened to parents express 
they want their children back in school, and we hear from 
those same parents their children are ready to return. 
These are all expressions of the fundamental need of 
social, emotional, and relational—part of our being and 
how important that is in an educational environment.  
Our grounds department continues to do a great job of 
keeping our grounds aesthetically attractive and clean, 
especially during a heat wave. 

We have such a rich, effective digital distance learning 
experience for our staff and students.  Now, we will 
realize more than ever that there is no replacement for 
relationships. Most of us do what we do in this business 
because we love people - especially younger people - 

As students begin to return to our campuses, we will 
appreciate the hunger and appetite of both students and all 
staff members.  They will come back to embrace that unique 
and most valuable aspect of teaching and learning: the 
personal encounter! 

 

Now can we still build relationships and reach kids across a 
screen? Our teachers and paraprofessionals are proving it 
can be done. But we know and understand the social 
dimension of a classroom; a team, camaraderie and student 
interaction, and mutual learning have to return. And with 
all health and safety considerations in place, the sooner, the 
better. 

Equal Opportunity:  The Corcoran Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education.  District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from 
discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual 
or perceived characteristics, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with 
a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. 

October 27, 2020 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

Hungry for Relationships: 
Eager to Learn 
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Quotes and Proverbs 

The difference between face-to-face conversation and 
any other medium of communication is simple: 

No Distractions Allowed 
 

-Alexandra Petri 

 

The author of this quote must have been involved in distance learning school-age 
children because I do not think there is one teacher in our district that does not relate.  
Our teachers are doing an incredible job of reaching out and providing means of 
engagement for our kids.  But we all know our reach and ability to keep kids focused is 
limited.  We do not have the luxury of controlling the environment and potential and 
daily distractions on the other side of the screen. This is especially true for our youngest 
learners. 

This is why we are thankful we have permission to begin to have students on our 
campuses for specialized, targeted services.  Some students are more prone to distraction 
and less adept at staying focused and engaged through learning online.  Face-to-face 
learning and engagement is a powerful force for any learner.  However, it is a must, 
especially for those falling behind and having to have specialized services. 

Our teachers continue to find ways to engage students under the present set of 
circumstances, and we continue to improve.  Meanwhile, we are set up to appreciate and 
leverage how our students' interactions will be even more powerful as we eventually get 
back to normal.   
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Never Forgotten 

“I had dropped off my children at daycare and arrived at 

my college class where everyone was sad and some were 

even crying.  The professor came into the classroom and 

dismissed the class. I raced home to be with my family. 

The whole day was very sad and gloomy.” 

– Gina Gonzales, Secretary to Superintendent  

“I had woke up and saw what happened on the Today Show. 

-  Michael Balladarez, Attendance Analyst  

“I was in 4th or 5th grade. I remember that morning as we 

walked into our classroom, and the teacher had a concerned 

look on her face. She had the news up and was sharing with 

us what had just happened morning. At that age, you don't 

quite understand the magnitude of the problem, but I will 

never forget my teacher's face as she was sharing the news 

with us.” 

– Juana Perez, Accounts Payable  

“I was the Selma High School Principal and was 

calming a lot of fears and keeping everyone focused.” 

– Rich Merlo, Superintendent  

“On September 11th, 2001, I was in 6th grade at JMMS, I 

had Ms. Cooke as a teacher, and she explained to the entire 

class about what was happening on that day.  She described 

it in a way that impacted every single one of us.  We then 

organized a group called Project SAFE to help with this 

tragedy. It was such a great experience that I will never 

forget.” 

– Natalie Sierra, DO Secretary 

“On September 11, 2001, at approximately 8:30 am, I 

was working at Bret Harte School with Chris Bassett. 

We had a TV in the Library and would often turn it on 

to listen to it in the morning for approximately 30 

minutes. When the first plane crashed into the tower, 

we immediately looked up at the screen, and our mouths 

dropped to the floor. We stood in disbelief about what 

we just witnessed.  We felt the pain for all those who 

just lost their lives both in the tower and the plane. I 

remember we embraced each other and then grabbing 

our phones to call our husbands. Life was never the 

same from that point on.” 

– Rebecca Schreuder, DO Secretary 

“I was five months pregnant and was supposed to be getting 

ready for my ultrasound. I remember thinking, “Today is 

going to be the best day ever.” It was a bittersweet day to 

discover that my first baby would be a boy and see the 

countless lives lost that day. 9/11 will definitely be a day I 

will always remember.” 

– Elizabeth Mendoza, Director of Categorical Programs 

What were you doing on 
September 11, 2001? 
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High School has the GOODS! 
The Corcoran High School will supply bags full of supplies for High School Students. The 
free supplies can be picked up at Technology Learning Center (1101 Dairy Ave.) or the 
Main Building (1100 Letts Ave.) following the schedule below.  The High school asks that 
you continue to follow social distancing (6 feet) and other related guidelines (masks). 

9th Grade 
Tuesday, September 15th  

Last Names A – Ga 1:45 – 2:15 
Last Names Ge – N 2:15 – 2:45 
Last Names N – Z 2:45 – 3:15   

 
10th Grade 

Wednesday, September 16th  
Last Names A – Ga 1:45 – 2:15 
Last Names Ge – N 2:15 – 2:45 
Last Names N – Z 2:45 – 3:15   

 
11th Grade 

Thursday, September 17th  
Last Names A – Ga 1:45 – 2:15 
Last Names Ge – N 2:15 – 2:45 
Last Names N – Z 2:45 – 3:15   

 
12th Grade 

Friday, September 18th  
Last Names A – Ga 1:45 – 2:15 
Last Names Ge – N 2:15 – 2:45 
Last Names N – Z 2:45 – 3:15   




