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CUSD NEWSLETTER 
Important dates 

November 

Follow CUSD @corcoranunified on Twitter to 
get the latest news! 

We have a great opportunity that defines us as a district as educators, as employees, as 
leaders, as influencers and as people who did the right thing and made a difference for our 
kids.  We can look back on this moment in our history and look back with pride and note,  
 

"We did the right thing, we did the harder thing, and our staff, and our kids and our 
community are better off for it!" 

 

We already see the heroism (yes I used the "H" word because that truly describes the people 
that work in our district) exhibited and demonstrated by support staff, food service workers, 
secretaries, administrators, teachers, custodians, grounds staff, nurses - everyone.  And, do 
you know what all of these heroes have in common?  Attitude.  
 

They are among the people in life who understand that life is 10% what happens to them and 
90% of how they respond to what happens around them.  In other words, they keep on 
working and stay focused on their mission and are not dissuaded by circumstance, fear, 
rumor, negativity, etc. 
 

They stay on task and stay positive not moved by the naysayers that say we can't - they know 
better because not only we can, but we are and we will! 

Equal Opportunity:  The Corcoran Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education.  District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from 
discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual 
or perceived characteristics, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with 
a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. 

Built to Surpass  
November 10, 2020 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

November 11, 2020 
Veterans Day Holiday 
No School 

November 23-27, 2020 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
No School 

This year's theme for Corcoran Unified means is relevant 
for us more than at any time.  We are "Built to Surpass!" 
 

Surpass: “to go beyond in amount, extent, or degree; be 
greater than; exceed. to go beyond in excellence or 
achievement; be superior to; excel: to be beyond the range 
or capacity of; transcend:” 
 

Here is our challenge: 
 

Are we going to complain, add to the confusion, despair 
and negativity? 

Or? 
Are we going to be on the right side of history and take 
and make the opportunity to make incredible inroads 

into educational growth and change in the right direction 
for kids? 

December 
December 15, 2020 
Organizational/Regular 
Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 
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Quotes and Proverbs 
Hard times don’t create heroes.  It is during the hard times when 

the ‘hero’ in us within us is revealed. 
 

-Bob Riley 

One of my fellow coaches I competed against years ago used to say that 
football does not build character; it reveals it. Hard times reveal character, 
and when we are under pressure, what is inside has to come out. Many high 
character people in this district continue to expose themselves; they show 
who they really are. They are people who stay focused, stay on task, find 
solutions, keep their heads high, stay kind, and do what it takes to contribute 
to the well being of kids and each other. 

We see time and time again examples of staff responding to a need, a 
challenge, a problem when they step up and affirm with comments like, "I 
can do that," "we will make that happen," "I can make that work," on and on. 
Furthermore, they just so happen to step up and make it happen! What we do 
in the middle of a storm says a great deal about who we are and what we are 
made of. We are all so proud of the Corcoran DNA expression that makes the 
people we work with more than ordinary heroes. 
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On Thursday, October 29th, ABC 30 Action News featured John Muir’s Spaceflight Experiments 
Program (SSEP) students in their broadcast.  The SSEP Team includes Blake Cabral, Adrian 
Vasquez, Aaron Dias, and Steven Amador Sandoval.  The group of SSEP Mission 14 students is 
preparing to lead an experiment with assistance from astronauts onboard the International 
Space Station. With the help of advisors Keylee Navarro and Jerri Stokes, the students 
assembled their Red Piranha Venus Flytrap Germination in Microgravity experiment.  The 
design is to check whether the plant seeds will develop in microgravity.  The students are 
investigating any distinctions in the plant's germination time frame than the plant in space.  
Their experiment will launch into space on December 2, 2020.  
 
You can find the ABC News story at this site: 
https://abc30.com/education/corcoran-students-conduct-experiment-with-help-from-astronauts/7449796/ 
 
 

John Muir Students in the News! 
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ZERO is a Big Score for CHS  

A representative from the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC) came out to evaluate the quality of Corcoran High School's 
programs on October 19, 2020.  Principal Antonia Stone declared that the 
visit was phenomenal. The accreditor stated that the site has an 
outstanding team and is way ahead of so many schools.  He admired the 
campus, the students, the leadership, the staff, the groups, and the class 
visits.  Listed as strengths were; GearUp, the onsite College of the Sequoias 
counselor, the CFU/clipboard strategies, graduation rate, teaching 
strategies, progress on aligning learner needs, and parent engagement 
efforts.  For the first time, Corcoran High School has zero new areas to 
grow!  In the accreditor's words, "focus on getting your kids back to 
school."  Principal Stone thanks her staff for being such a significant part of 
a team that works so well together and is always pushing forward, no 
matter the obstacle! 

Superintendent Rich Merlo 
congratulated the staff members who 
earned this most complimentary and 
impressive WASC site visit that he has 
seen in his entire career!  This excellent 
report represents our staff's quality, hard 
work, and perseverance.  The 
outstanding trait of the school and team 
is their care and concern for their 
students.  Superintendent Merlo 
expressed, "Our district and our schools 
are indeed gems that shine in the middle 
of one of the largest challenges educators 
have ever faced."  

 
To learn more about the WASC accreditation 
process visit: 
 
https://www.acswasc.org/about/acs-wasc-overview/ 
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Reopening FAQ’s  
When will CUSD schools be able to reopen for students? 
Kings County is currently in the RED Tier as per the Blue Print for a Safer Economy. The Kings County Department of 
Public Health has announced that schools may reopen for in-person instruction as of October 28, 2020.  
 

Corcoran Unified School District will reopen  
all schools on November 9, 2020. 

 
Why is Corcoran Unified opening schools at this time? 

● The California and Kings County Health Departments allow us to open from one of the strictest COVID 
prevalence criteria in the nation. 

● The District has practices and resources in place that mitigate virus spread.  We have a very aggressive 
reopening plan with temperature scanners at every site and plexiglass shields for every desk and cafeteria 
seating area among several other resources and practices. 

● There is a great deal of empirical evidence thus far with schools in the country and all over the world already in 
place (in some cases for months) that shows that when proper precautions are taken, transmission in schools 
is rare. 

● We have health experts in our schools who team with the County Health Department. They work with staff and 
students to monitor any potential or actual virus exposure in order to mitigate any transmission in our 
schools.  We have been working with staff on campus since early August, and we have had no evidence of 
any COVID transmission within our offices or campuses.  All of our staff has done a wonderful job! 

● In-person instruction is necessary and the best option for our students in every level of their learning and 
learning experiences including academic, social, emotional, physical, and spiritual growth and success.  There 
are other health and safety risks our students are exposed to by not attending school. 

● It is imperative our schools open now with the permission of our health department and cooperation of all of 
our staff to keep everyone safe. 

 
Once schools reopen, can I move my child to distance learning at any point during the year? 
We are asking parents to make an instructional setting decision (in-person or distance learning) for the remainder of 
the 2020-2021 school year if your student attends Bret Harte, Fremont and Mark Twain schools.  John Muir and 
Corcoran High parents will have the option to choose prior to the end of this semester.  As we finalize plans and 
schedules to resume in-person learning, constant movement of students impacts staffing and class sizes. 

Once schools reopen, if I choose distance learning will my child lose his/her spot at his/her school? 
Your child will not lose their spot at their traditional school for this school year (2020-2021) no spots will be guaranteed 
at any CUSD school site, as we’ll be staffing teachers based on the number of students attending in-person and the 
numbers attending distance learning. Therefore, available traditional school spots will be limited. 
 
All students that have chosen to remain in distance learning for the 2020-2021 school year will default back to their 
original school site for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
What if I choose in person instruction for my child but feel uncomfortable and would like my child placed on 
distance learning? 
Staff placement for in person and distance learning is based on the parent's original choice made on the school choice 
form. The selection made was for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year, (for grades TK-5; middle and high 
school will have one more opportunity to make a selection for the second semester).   Any accommodations made to 
change a student to in-person learning or distance learning will be based solely on availability. 
 
Once schools reopen, what safety precautions are in place? 
Corcoran Unified has put together an extensive Reopening Plan that contains but is not limited to the following 
measures: 

● Students will be kept in their classroom cohort group all day long in our elementary schools.  Desks will be 
wiped down for each class transition for middle and high school classrooms. 

● Temperatures will be taken each morning before students enter the classroom 
● Signs will be placed throughout the campus on the ground and walls reminding students to keep their distance 
● Hand washing will take place across the day 
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Donec 
interdum 

Consectetuer: 

● Face coverings are required at all times 
● Breakfast and lunch will be served in the cafeteria with plexiglass shields, classrooms, or in outside 

areas. 
● Lunch will be 30 minutes and will eaten in either the classroom or on the yard in a designated 

location 
● Desks will be spaced apart in the classroom with plexiglass shields on every desk.  
● Throughout the day high touch surfaces will be wiped down 
● Each evening classrooms will be disinfected with a fogger and sanitized 

 
Once schools reopen, what will happen if a student has COVID symptoms or is ill? 
Upon the return of students for in-person instruction, at the direction of state and local Public Health 
guidelines, we will be following symptom-based criteria for determining student wellness. 
 
If a student is exhibiting COVID like symptoms, students are not allowed to return to campus without 
doctor’s permission or isolating for ten days. 
 
Students will be provided with work to complete at home during the 10-days they are out of school. 
 
Once schools reopen, are masks required? 
California’s Governor has issued a mandate requiring masks in public; masks are required for staff and 
students.  There will be times the students can remove their masks such as on breaks where 6 or more feet 
of distance is being maintained or if a lesson is conducted outside allowing students to physically distance. 
 
What are the school hours for in person and online instruction? 
8:00 - 2:30 Bret Harte and Fremont 
8:00 - 2:50 Mark Twain 
8:00 - 1:45 John Muir & Corcoran High School 
 
Once schools reopen, will there be sports? 
CUSD athletic activities are scheduled to begin practices on December 14 and some sports begin 
competing as early as December 28, as our County Health Department and the CIF (California 
Interscholastic Federation) permits. 
 
Once schools reopen, will there be co-curricular activities or clubs? 
Activities and clubs will operate in line with the reopening guidelines of physical distancing, wearing masks 
and using proper hand washing and sanitation standards. 
 
Once schools reopen, can parents volunteer this year? 
Volunteer activities have been suspended for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
Once schools reopen, what will the elementary look like and how will cohorts work at that level? 

● Recess and Lunch will be staggered, and grade level groups will be assigned different times for 
recess and lunch. Students will be pulled for class for PE and not mixed with other classes.  

● Breaks and Lunch will be staggered. 
 
Once schools reopen, what do the middle and high school schedules look like? 

● Students have separate lunches at the middle school  
● Students will be spread out on campus during lunch (CHS will have students off campus during 

lunch as well). 
● Extra staff will be available during lunches and breaks to ensure students are physically distanced.  
● Extra staff will be available during transitions. 
● Transitions between classrooms will be limited, when possible. 

Reopening FAQ’s (Continued) 
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Reopening FAQ’s (Continued) 

CUSD TRANSPORTATION 
 
Once schools reopen, can my student get transportation? 
In the interest of health and safety, we are encouraging parents to transport their students to school this 
year. If this is not feasible for a family, parents must apply for transportation when completing the survey. 

● Parents must apply for transportation. 
● Students will be assigned their route. 
● Students must have their bus pass to enter the bus. 
● Students will be required to wear a face covering on the bus. 

 
 
Once schools reopen, what will be the health and safety precautions in place on the bus? 

● Students are required to wear a face covering on the bus. 
● Students will use hand sanitizer upon entering the bus. 
● Students will be boarded from the back to the front 
● There will be one student per seat, unless seated with family members 
● Windows will be kept open on the bus as the weather permits 
● Busses will be disinfected and sanitized after the morning routes and at the end of the day 

 
CUSD FOOD SERVICES 

 
Once schools reopen, where will students eat? 
Students will eat in the cafeteria separated by plexiglass table barriers.  Students may also eat in outside 
areas, weather permitting. 
 
During Distance Learning can my student get meals? 
Yes, meals will be available to Distance Learning students as usual.  Meals may be picked up Monday thru 
Friday at any site from1:30 PM to 2:30 PM. 

DISTANCE LEARNING 
 
Once schools are open, will parents have a Distance Learning option for their students? 
Yes, parents may choose to have their students learn from home for the remainder of the school year.  This 
option is available for students who are attending their Zoom courses and currently earning passing grades. 
 
Once schools are open, what will the Distance Learning Program look like? 
For students in grades TK thru 5th grade, students will be assigned a new teacher with the similar 
curriculum and Zoom platform under the current schedule.  Students may also be required to meet with 
their instructor at least once a week. However, ALL testing must be done in person.  
 
John Muir and CHS students will remain on the same schedule and keep the same teacher.  There will be 
no change until the end of this semester.  Students will be assigned to a teacher who will supervise and 
assist students in their independent work in assigned Edgenuity courses.  Students may also be required to 
meet with their instructor in person at least once a week.   
 
Are meals available for students in distance learning? 
Yes, meals are still available via pickup at the various sites for students who remain in the Distance 
Learning Program.  Schedules and locations will be updated.  
 

Reopening FAQ’s and more information can be found on the Corcoran Unified School website. 
https://www.corcoranunified.com/ 
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  COVID-19 Halloween Guidance 

In response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Kings County Department of Public 
Health has issued the following Halloween Guidance in an effort to keep our community 
members as safe as possible while still enjoying the holiday. 

Permitted and Recommended 

• Online parties/contests (e.g. costume or pumpkin carving) 

• Car parades that comply with public health guidance for vehicle-based parades including:  

a. Drive-by events or contests where individuals dress up or decorate their vehicles and 
drive by “judges” that are appropriately physically distanced.  

b. Drive through events where individuals remain in their vehicles and drive through an 
area with Halloween displays.  

c. Drive-in events where individuals can receive a treat bag (limited to commercially 
packaged non-perishable treats) or take away item from an organizer while the 
participants remain in their vehicle. Face coverings should be in use at all times. 

• Halloween themed meals at outdoor restaurants (must comply with the current restaurant 
COVID-19 modifications) 

For more information, visit: https://www.countyofkings.com/home/showdocument?id=24573 

COVID-19 HALLOWEEN GUIDANCE  

Don’t forget to reset every one of your 
timekeepers! True, our phones and other 
intelligent gadgets will refresh to standard 
time naturally. However, search your home to 
ensure you have not ignored any primitive 
timepieces — the simple clock hanging on the 
wall or the advanced ones on the oven or 
coffeemaker. Additionally, remember the 
vehicle's dashboard clock; one wrong display 
can confuse your whole schedule. Be aware, 
that gadget you believe is not "smart" may 
have reset itself and tricked you into setting it 
for two hours back! 


