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What’s your story? 
What’s our story? What stories will be told of  our students? The answer 
imparts can be found in looking at what makes up a story. 

Think of  the original Star Wars episode where Luke released a proton 
torpedo into the tiny hole just in time to be the hero of  the movie. Most 
stories have such heroes who we all cheer for and feel good about 
because they have all of  these in common: 

A change for the better externally 
A change for the better internally 
Some sort of  moral victory (Good over evil) 
The existence of  a guide for the hero 
The existence of  a villain 

Every day we develop the story for our students and our staff. The story turns out well for all when the 
adults are the guides and not the heroes. We guide our students to be the heroes who end up doing the 
difficult thing and master their skills. As a result, the hero is a hero because their identity has changed 
from scared to bold, unsure to confident, skeptical, too optimistic, from fear to faith.  The story is 
unfolding in our District of  all the pieces coming together. 

We have awesome guides who help shape the following: 

Internal change: our adults set up our students for success and infuse faith in their ability to think, 
grow and achieve 

External change: our adults set up our students in their learning, practice, and feedback to produce 
results in their reading, math, academics, athletics, art, music, and the four 21st century learning skills: 
Communication, Creativity, Collaboration and Critical Thinking.  

Moral Victory: we celebrate the reality that all adults in our District are driven by the moral obligation 
to see every child learn and achieve. 

The Villain: Lastly, we focus on the real culprit that steals and destroys learning and success for all 
kids: ignorance, apathy, indifference, and lack of  vision. We elevate and challenge good or destructive 
ideas. We fight and resist destructive ideology and thinking, not people. 

We are set up for a great end of  the story / we win! 
Ideas adapted from sermon by Donald Miller November 1, 2018 Redding, CA 

CUSD NEWS

Important Dates: 

• Special Board Meeting, 
October 30 @ 9:45 a.m. 

• Board Site Visitations, 
November 1 @ 8:30 a.m. 

• No School, November 11 
- Veterans Day 

• Regular Board Meeting, 
November 12 @ 6 p.m.
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Meet our Staff
What is your work history, including at CUSD? 
I started as a Certificated Nursing Assistant (CNA) right after 
high school for a year, and then I went to Fresno State for 
nursing.  After doing CNA and Home Health Care for four 
years,  I  went  back to nursing school.   I  worked for  Tulare 
County Clinic for three years and have worked for the district 
for the past 4 years. I have had the opportunity to work at 
every school site. I started at Bret Harte and am currently at 
Mark Twain. I help cover the high school for lunch and cover 
John Muir in the afternoons.
What  is  most  rewarding  to  you  when  working  with 
students or in your job? 

The most rewarding part  of  my job is  getting to work with 
students and knowing that even the smallest gesture or attention means a lot to the 
students. It can be as simple as a bandage, an Ice pack, or listening to them.
What special project(s) are you working on with the 
students or in your job? 
I always try to help the students in the best way possible to 
make them feel better. I have a group of girls who come 
into my office. We talk about issues and they help me out 
with things around my office.
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? 
The biggest inspiration in my life has been my grandmother.  She was a very hard 
working woman who had the biggest heart, always helping those in need. She taught 
me always to be united as a family, to respect each other, and always be close to God.
Tell us a little about yourself: 
I was born in Mexico, moved to Corcoran in 1992. I am the oldest of eight siblings, 
and  we  always  enjoy  our  time  together.  I  am married  and  have  three  wonderful 
children. I enjoy working in my yard, and I love plants, especially roses. I also like 
listening to music, camping, and anything outdoors. I like to keep myself busy, and I 
always have something to do at home.
If the world were listening, what would you say? 
Love your family and enjoy your life. "Someone spoke to me all the days of my life 
into my ear, slowly, taking their time. He said to me: live, live, live! It was Death." 
-Jaime Sabine

Ana Alcantar
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Meet our Staff
What is your work history, including at CUSD? 
This  is  my  fifth  year  working  at  Corcoran  Unified  School 
District as a school counselor.  I spend my work hours at the 
following sites: Bret Harte, Fremont, Mark Twain, and Kings 
Lake. Before Corcoran Unified, I worked at the Tulare County 
Office of Education.
What  is  most  rewarding  to  you  when  working  with 
students or in your job? 
Definitely interacting and building a rapport with students! I 
love to see students grown and learn, especially in the area of 
social, emotional development. Another part of my job that is 
rewarding is connecting with other staff and providing support 
to them as well.

What  special  project(s)  are  you  working  on 
with the students or in your job? 
I am currently working on PBIS at Kings Lake and 
individual or small group counseling at my elementary 
sites.

Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life?  My parents and my sister 
continue to inspire me daily. They continue to be a positive role model with their hard 
work ethics, values, love, and support.
Tell us a little about yourself: 
I am from Visalia. I graduated from Fresno State with my degree 
in Counseling. This past year I have been experiencing all the joys 
of  being  a  new homeowner  from keeping the  lawn and plants 
from  dying  to  exploring  leaks  from  the  dishwasher.  I  enjoy 
learning, problem-solving, and creating all that is involved in my 
home.  My  free  time  varies  from exercising,  traveling,  hiking, 
cooking, art, concerts, or listening to podcasts.
If the world were listening, what would you say? 
"Where there is love, there is life." - Gandhi

Melissa Juarez
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Around the District

Grace Perez

The Mission 14 Patch winners were honored at the October 22 Board Meeting.  
Pictured above: Trustee Robert Alcorn, Trustee Karen Frey, Trinity Gomez, Grace 
Perez, Board President Patty Robertson, and Board Clerk Sammy Ramirez

Trinity Gomez
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Around the District

Corcoran High School

October 23 through 31- John Muir 

October 28 through November 1 
Bret Harte 

John C. Fremont 
Mark Twain 
High School 
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If  you don’t tell your story, 
Somebody else will. 

We have a story to tell, and because we own our story, we get to decide its 
outcome. Every day we see the hard work of  our staff. We see the 
challenges of  teaching and learning and the successes of  our support staff  
to make sure we do everything with excellence. 

We have a story to tell that inspires and motivates young people to dream 
and become the type of  individuals who live their passion. We tell a story 
of  how young people who come into our school system grow and achieve 
beyond what they believed they could do or become. 

We have a story to tell that makes our staff, parents, and community 
proud!  It’s a story that continues to unfold. Our school district is making 
Corcoran a destination and destiny for others.


