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CUSD NEWSLETTER 
Important dates 

November 

Follow CUSD @corcoranunified on Twitter to 
get the latest news! 

How can we press for change for the better for our 
students' life and future when we are right in the middle 
of not so good change? We can make positive changes if 
we leverage the freedoms we have to change our routines 
and practices. 
 
When a hurricane comes through and knocks our house 
down, we are saddened by the loss and effort it will take 
to restore. However, we also have a new opportunity to 
build an even better and bigger home.   
 
A storm swept through many of our lives and work, and 
most importantly, the lives of our students. Students have 
been deprived of social, athletic, and academic 
opportunities that have paid a toll on all of them and their 
families. But instead of focusing and mourning what has 
been taken away, we have a choice to think about how we 
are going to rebuild those "structures" that we have held 
so dear. 

Do you know what remains after this tsunami? One word: relationships! We still love our kids, 
and our kids love us. No distance or fear can sweep that away. We have that as a substance and a 
foundation. Let's build on that like we never have before. We have a huge advantage over the 
fact that our kids miss our staff, and our staff misses our kids. We have a huge opportunity with 
our families that entrust us to keep their kids safe and learning at school on our campuses. I 

happen to notice our families appreciate what we 
do more than ever. Let's build our new "house" with 
the intent to continue to develop that two-way 
appreciation of our relationships with our families 
and community. 
 
As we get back to "normal," we never settle for less 
than extraordinary in our love and appreciation for 
our students, their families, and each other. That is 
the house we can rebuild without much expense! 

Equal Opportunity:  The Corcoran Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education.  District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from 
discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual 
or perceived characteristics, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with 
a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. 

October 27, 2020 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

Pressing for Change  

November 10, 2020 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

October 

November 11, 2020 
Veterans Day Holiday 
No School 

November 23-27, 2020 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
No School 
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Quotes and Proverbs 

What works best is anything that increases the quality and number of 
relationships in a child’s life.  People, not programs change people. 

 

-Dr. Bruce Perry 

There are no doubt our students lost 
some learning due to COVID.  What 
they did not lose is a group of 
professionals that care about them and 
work hard to maintain those 
relationships from which we can 
make up that learning.   
 
Even with distance learning, our 
enrollment is very close to normal, 
and our attendance has stayed almost 
equal with our normal school day 
attendance.  I have to qualify many of 
our students' ability to stay on Zoom 
the whole day may not be 
perfect.  However, our staff has done 
an amazing job of communicating 
with our students and parents 
throughout this whole ordeal. 
 
We are proud of that fact that we do 
not lose that connectivity and that 
engagement with our kids even 
though they were not present on our 
campuses.  Relationships are key, and 
relationships have been put first and 
foremost in the hearts and minds of 
our staff. 

Math Teacher Chris Waba, South Dakota 
©https://tinyurl.com/yxzfdj8v 
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Every county in California is assigned to a tier based on its test positivity and adjusted case 
rate. At a minimum, counties must remain in a tier for at least three weeks before moving 
forward.  Tiers are updated every Tuesday.  Kings County must meet the next tier’s criteria 
for two consecutive weeks to move forward with the reopening of schools.  If the county’s 
metrics worsen for two straight weeks, it will be assigned a more restrictive level.  Kings 
County Schools may not reopen fully for in-person instruction until the county has been in 
the Substantial (Red) Tier for the required two weeks. 
 
The image below shows how the metrics work in light of King's County State Color Metric 
Status.  The numbers and the trends associated with them indicate a good likelihood the 
County will stay in at least a "Red" status.   
 

County COVID 19 Status 
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Studio 3:15 named 
Outstanding Design: 
Specialized Facility 

The High School’s Studio 3:15 received an award as an “Outstanding 
Design” and will be featured in the upcoming publication in November! 
 
D&D Integrated Solutions: Studio 3:15 Career Technical Education 
Pathways Program has been selected to appear as an Outstanding Design 
in the 2020 American School & University Architectural Portfolio—the 
premier showcase celebrating the best in education design! 
 
A panel of Architectural Portfolio judges selected 98 projects to be 
featured in the fall 2020 issue of American School & University. Corcoran 
was on that list! The list is on the SchoolDesigns.com site 
at https://schooldesigns.com/architectural-portfolio/. The Architectural 
Portfolio will be sent to 57,000+ subscribers, plus bonus circulation to 
school boards and industry partners. Studio 3:15 will also be put online in 
the "Find A Project" database of SchoolDesigns.com. 
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Creepin’ it Real in the Cafeteria  
John C. Fremont’s Cafeteria ladies 
are our “masked” heroes inside the 
kitchen and out!  Students have 
gotten used to a certain amount of 
uncertainty as the pandemic has 
worn on, but these ladies know how 
to bring a smile to a child’s face.  
Their lunch pick up display is a fun 
and welcoming attraction for our 
CUSD students.  Thank you for 
making lunchtime not just a usual 
break from the school day!  

MUMMY 
wants you to 

eat more fruits 
& veggies 

Security Riding Dirty Clean  
CUSD received two new security vehicles funded as part of the Clean Air Grant.  These are two of the 
five that were purchased to use in different departments throughout the District.  Pictured in the photo 
are our two security staff Daniel Ramirez, John Muir and Isaiah Alonzo, High School. 
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Donec 
interdum 

Consectetuer: 

The following contains segments from an important article written on the CDC 
website:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-schools.html 
 
As families and policymakers decide about their children returning to school, it is important to consider the 
full spectrum of benefits and risks of both in-person and virtual learning options. The best available evidence 
indicates that if children become infected, they are far less likely to suffer severe symptoms. Death rates 
among school-aged children are much lower than among adults. Simultaneously, the harms attributed to 
closed schools on the social, emotional, and behavioral health, economic well-being, and academic 
achievement of children, in both the short- and long-term, are well-known and significant. Further, the lack 
of in-person educational options disproportionately harms low-income and minority children and those living 
with disabilities. These students are far less likely to have access to private instruction and care and far more 
likely to rely on vital school-supported resources like food programs, special education services, counseling, 
and after-school programs to meet basic developmental needs. 
 
Aside from a child’s home, no other setting influences a child’s health and well-being than their school. The 
in-person school environment does the following: 

• provides educational instruction; 
• supports the development of social and emotional skills; 
• creates a safe environment for learning; 
• addresses nutritional needs; and 
• facilitates physical activity. 

 
The best available evidence indicates that COVID-19 poses relatively low risks to school-aged children. 
Children appear to be at lower risk for contracting COVID-19 compared to adults. To put this in perspective, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as of July 17, 2020, the United States 
reported that children and adolescents under 18 years old account for under 7 percent of COVID-19 cases 
and less than 0.1 percent of COVID-19-related deaths. Although relatively rare, flu-related deaths in children 
occur every year. From 2004-2005 to 2018-2019, flu-related deaths in children reported to CDC during 
regular flu seasons ranged from 37 to 187 deaths. During the H1N1pandemic (April 15, 2009, to October 2, 
2010), 358 pediatric deaths were reported to CDC. So far, in this pandemic, deaths of children are less than 
in each of the last five flu seasons, with only 64.  Additionally, some children with certain underlying 
medical conditions are at increased risk of severe illness from COVID-19. 
 
Scientific studies suggest that COVID-19 transmission among children in schools may below. International 
studies that have assessed how readily COVID-19 spreads in schools also reveal low transmission rates when 
community transmission is low. Based on current data, the rate of infection among younger school children, 
and from students to teachers, has been low, especially if proper precautions are followed. There have also 
been few reports of children being the primary source of COVID-19 transmission among family members. 
This is consistent with data from both virus and antibody testing, suggesting that children are not the primary 
drivers of COVID-19 spread in schools or the community. No studies are conclusive, but the available 
evidence provides reason to believe that in-person schooling is in the best interest of students, particularly in 
the context of appropriate mitigation measures similar to those implemented at essential workplaces. 

The Importance of Reopening 
America’s Schools this Fall 
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Importance of Reopening 
(Continued) 

 
Disparities in educational outcomes caused by school closures are a particular concern for low-income and 
minority students and students with disabilities. Persistent achievement gaps that already existed before 
COVID-19, such as disparities across income levels and races, can worsen and cause severe and hard-to-
repair damage to children’s education outcomes. Finally, remote learning makes absorbing information more 
difficult for students with disabilities, developmental delays, or other cognitive disabilities. In particular, 
students who are deaf, hard of hearing, have low vision, are blind, or have other learning disorders (e.g., 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)) and other physical and mental disabilities have had 
significant difficulties remote learning. 
 
Schools play a critical role in supporting the whole child, not just their academic achievement. Besides a 
structure for learning, schools provide a stable and secure environment for developing social skills and peer 
relationships. Social interaction at school among children in grades PK-12 is particularly essential for 
developing language, communication, social, emotional, and interpersonal skills. 
 
In an in-person school environment, children more easily learn how to develop and maintain friendships, 
how to behave in groups, and how to interact and form relationships with people outside of their family. In 
school, students can also access support systems needed to recognize and manage emotions, set and achieve 
positive goals, appreciate others’ perspectives, and make responsible decisions. This helps reinforce 
children’s feelings of school connectedness, or their belief that teachers and other adults at school care about 
them and their well-being.  
 
Additionally, extended closures can be harmful to children’s mental health. They can increase the likelihood 
that children engage in unhealthy behaviors. An environment where students feel safe and connected, such as 
a school, is associated with lower levels of depression, thoughts about suicide, social anxiety, sexual activity, 
higher self-esteem levels, and more adaptive use of free-time. 
 
For children with intellectual or physical disabilities, 
nearly all therapies and services are received through 
schools. These vital services are difficult to provide 
through distance learning models. As a result, more 
children with disabilities have received few to no 
services while schools have been closed. 
 
When schools are closed, children lose access to 
significant opportunities for physical activity. Many 
children may not be sufficiently physically active 
outside of the context of in-school physical education 
(PE) and other school-based activities. Beyond PE, with 
schools closed, children may not have sufficient 
opportunities to participate in organized and safe 
physical activity. They also lose access to other school-
based physical activities, including recess, classroom 
engagements, and after school programs. 

Extended school closure is harmful to children. It 
can lead to severe learning loss. The need for in-
person instruction is particularly important for 
students with heightened behavioral needs. 




