
If you have any doubt about the difference you make, all of that should be 
removed by the vast amount of evidence right in front of our eyes with our 
students'  recent  return.  No  matter  your  vocation  or  contribution,  you 
individually and collectively make a difference.
Here is the evidence:  

• I know you are unable to see facial expressions through those masks. 
However, every other indication of body language, the lightened-up eyes, 
and the positive emotions expressed from their voices paint the image of big 
smiles from our students' faces.

• I continue to ask our students, "Are you glad to be back at school?" And even the "cool" ones are unashamed; 
give me a loud yes and nod their heads without hesitation.

• Principal Albert asked a student if they were glad to be back, and they replied, "Yes, I get to see my friends and 
my teacher isn't on a screen."

• Principal Prins shared, "Students' laughter can be heard all over campus. Students come up to me regularly and 
ask, ‘Are you Mrs. Prins?’ Its good to meet you in person. I'm so glad to be at school'"

• "When talking with students on campus, they are all so excited to be back at school with their teachers and their 
friends." Principal Haas  

• "For me, it is the sound of the laughter and glee while they are playing on the playground equipment or sitting in 
the cafeteria eating their lunches." Principal Haas

• "One parent I spoke to about their child returning to school said, 'I already see a difference….He is happier and 
far less frustrated. He is so excited to get to interact with his friends. And we are so relieved that he is able to get 
some immediate support when there is a problem. Having to email and wait for a response was very frustrating! 
We are so grateful!'" Principal Haas

• Both middle and high school principals were both alarmed and encouraged that so many students readily 
adjusted to avoid wearing "colors" after the first days of returning to school. A return to school helped our kids 
realize their identity and rise to the expectations of high standards of dress and behavior to be successful in life.

Please be reminded, who you are,  what you think, and most importantly,  what you say and do has huge 
ramifications for each and every one of our students. Let there be no question about the great and positive 
influencer you are to our kids! Thank you for the joy and happiness you have shown in welcoming each child 
back to school.
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YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Upcoming Events: 

Board Meeting - March 23 at the 
TLC, 6:30 p.m. 

No School - March 29-April 5: 
Spring Break 

Holiday - April 2: Good Friday 

Board Meeting  - April 13 at the 
TLC,  6:30 p.m. 

    

z District Update z 

This document is to keep you abreast on upcoming items, current issues, and public relations on 
the many things happening in the District. 



This is a quote we have referred to for several years regarding our perspective, our 
expectations, and our faith and hope for our kids' welfare and future. There is a 
powerful truth here that reminds us, especially about the molding, advancement, 
and the potential change in young people's growth.   

There is an inherent expectation in every committed educator and every employee 
who loves kids. That expectation which is in our District DNA, looks like this: 

Look at a man the way he is 
and he only becomes worse, 

but look at him as if he were what he could be, 
then he becomes what he should be. 

-Goethe

We know we have actions that need to follow to make our students' vision become 
a reality. But now, we have a greater mandate than ever to take on the challenges 
that come with students missing and disengaged from school for a good period of  
time. Their hope and future depend a great deal on our hope for them. That hope 
has feet on each and every one of  us that walks and talks toward great growth and 
achievement for each and every CUSD student!



Bret Harte Elementary 
On March 2, 2021, and Dr. Seuss' Birthday, Superintendent Merlo took time from his very busy schedule 
to visit Bret Harte Preschool and read a book to our students. They were very excited to meet him and 
were wonderful listeners. They engaged with him and the story, and one child even excitedly asked, "Are 
you, Dr. Seuss?" 

Superintendent Merlo's thoughtful visit meant a lot to our children as 
well as our staff. Mrs. Monica Fredell and Ms.Cathrine Lampron-
Pappilli presented him with our first Preschool Published Book that 
included each student's entries. He was also presented with a 
beautiful Lorax Tree crafted with all of  the children's pictures on it, 
along with his very own Dr. Seuss Book. 

“We want to let Superintendent Merlo know how much we 
appreciate him coming to visit our preschool program, and the 
students welcome him back anytime!” - Marisela Contreras, Site 
Supervisor



John C. Fremont Elementary 
Last week John C. Fremont celebrated Read Across America with Dr. Seuss's books. Ms. Mireles's class 
got into the spirit and made green eggs and ham just like on-campus, who ate green eggs and ham for 
breakfast.  A special thank you to the awesome cafeteria staff ! 

In Ms. Martinez's class, she is motivating her students with desk pets. They collect points to take care of  
their pet. Students are excited and enjoying this fun program. 

We are so excited to have all our students on campus.  We keep all students safe by having 4 recesses and 
4 lunches.  Our groundsmen come and sanitize our equipment two times each day.  The lunchroom is 
also sanitized between lunches. 



Students have returned to campus at John Muir Middle 
School and it has made all the difference in the world. As we 
come upon the one year anniversary of  the COVID-19 
pandemic taking hold in the United States, the dark days of  
uncertainty, fear, and panic have been replaced with an 
energy of  gratitude and resolve to make every day at school 
the best day possible.  

Of  our 812 students, almost 600 have returned in person to 
their classrooms and in doing so have regained a sense of  
normalcy. The weight of  our school’s positive influence could 
be seen on the first day back last week as students began 
arriving around 6:30 a.m., nearly an hour and a half  before their first period class even began! Despite 
the inconvenience of  face masks and social distancing the joy and energy of  being back on campus was 
undeniable.  

Now some two weeks on the familiar rhythms of  our busy campus are fully evident. From ASB reopening 
the student store, to STEM classes utilizing the latest technologies, to PE classes and lunch periods 

making the most of  social distancing by enjoying time outside we haven’t missed 
a beat.  
One of  the most difficult aspects for us this last year has been that neither our 
students’ needs nor our desire disappeared when we closed our doors last spring. 
And yet we persevered and have been reunited. The relief  and comfort of  
coming back together as staff  and students is topped only by the hope we have in 
the great things yet to come for John Muir Middle School. We were truly built to 
surpass and our determination is unstoppable. 

Parent conferences are finishing up at Mark 
Twain school, and the students have started the 
MyOn Reading Challenge. Each week, one 4th 
grade class and one 5th grade class will be 
recognized and rewarded for the highest average 
minutes read. One student from each class will be 
recognized and rewarded weekly for the highest 
average minutes read.  

Mark Twain's staff  would like to thank Renaissance Learning for supplying prize bags for the students 
and an anonymous donor for purchasing pizza certificates from Pizza Factory to distribute to the winners! 

Mark Twain Elementary 

John Muir Middle School 

Vice Principal James Jay 



Social Distancing at the High School 

Corcoran High School 

480 student are back on 
campus for 

In-person Learning!

12th Grade Corcoran High School Student 
Jayden Diaz proudly shows off  her student 
partner ' s St . Patr ick ' s Day F loral 
Arrangement. 



At Kings Lake Education Center, we are working hard to get 
the students back on campus who are having difficulties with 
Distance Learning.  We understand the apprehension that 
parents might have, but there are policies and regulations in 
place to ensure the students' safety.  We provide masks to 
students and visitors.  Students have individual water bottles 
and dividers in between their desks.  Each class has a certain 
amount of  students to keep social distancing possible and 
classrooms are fogged during the day and between 
continuation classes.  The rooms aslo have additional sinks and 
we hold an endless number hand sanitizer bottles!  

Kings Lake also has several different incentives in place for students attending school regularly in person 
and online that we want to share. Incentives range from gift certificates from McDonald's, Subway, and 
Taco Bell to pizzas.  With the help of  our generous school board and Kiwanis, more incentives are rolling 
in that range from basketballs, soccer balls, and more. These incentives are based on performance, while 
others are based on necessity. 

We are proud to announce a partnership with the 
MJ Project via Mr. Tom Nelson that helps provide 
groceries for students that might need help with 
food security and reading materials during these 
times at no cost.  We here at Kings Lake want to be 
a source of  education and at the same time not turn 
a blind eye to what's taking place in the world and 
the community of  Corcoran.  

Several upgrades to the school structure are also in 
line for Kings Lake to bolster our safety and 
security. We are constantly working on adding more 
classes to serve the community's needs better. With 
the end of  the school year nearing, staff  is pushing 
potential graduates to come in for help to get their credits completed.  There are hopes for an in-person 
graduation event this year, but still have to take into account the condition of  the COVID-19 situation at 
that time. 

Kings Lake Education Center will also be offering a 2-week summer school 
program this year to address the learning loss that occurred during the 
quarantine. Overall, things are looking up here at Kings Lake, and we are 
excited about things to come! - Brian Brazier, Kings Lake Education Center 
Principal

Kings Lake Education Center 

Brian Brazier pictured with Tom Nelson 



Caught in the Act
What is your work history, including at CUSD? 
I started subbing for Kings County in 1995. I worked two years in Kettleman City 
as a 4th-grade teacher and a 1st/2nd-grade combo teacher. I have been in 
Corcoran since 2007, first as a 5th-grade teacher for five years and now as a 2nd-
grade teacher. 
What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your 
job? 
I love to see each student's growth throughout the year, especially when the student 
realizes that he or she improved and is proud of  themselves. 
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in 
your job? 
I am now focusing on my reading groups from 1:30 to 2:30 to help all of  my 
students in the classroom. 
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? 
My biggest inspiration has been my mom. She became a single parent with five 
children, and we have all done well for ourselves.

Laurie Martin
Tell us a little about yourself: 
I grew up in Lemoore and still live there. I have been married for 25 years to my husband Chris, and we have 
three adult sons ages 24, 23, and 20. We are now empty nesters with three dogs and four goats. 
If  the world were listening, what would you say? 
Be happy and smile!

What is your work history, including at CUSD? 
Prior to working here, I worked at a Prison for 3 years as a Family Liaison 
Specialist. 3 years at a nonprofit agency as an enrollment Technician for A Head 
start program. I have been with the District for 1.5 years as a District Secretary. 
What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in 
your job? 
The most rewarding thing for me when working with families and staff  is 
knowing that I can give back to the community I grew up in. 
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in 
your job? 
At the moment, I am working on the end of  the year orders with sites. 
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? 
The biggest inspiration in my life is my family and children. They remind me 
every day of  my purpose in life. I am so blessed and want to do everything I can 
to make them proud. My husband reminds me every day, when life gets hard, 
you get back up and continue doing your best. 
Tell us a little about yourself: 
I was born and raised in Corcoran. I am married and have two children; I enjoy spending time with my 
family. I have my Masters in Psychology. My long-term goal is to give back to the community. My inspiration 
comes from the excellent teachers that supported me here at CUSD. Mrs. Andrada, Mrs. Colli-Gomez, and 
Mr. Arreola You may not know it, but you have inspired me and made a difference in my life. 
If  the world were listening, what would you say? 
“You can't just sit there and wait for people to give you that golden dream. You've got to get out there and 
make it happen for yourself ” - Diana Ross

Natalie Sierra


