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CUSD NEWSLETTER 
Important dates 

Follow CUSD @corcoranunified on Twitter to 
get the latest news! 

Equal Opportunity:  The Corcoran Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education.  District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from 
discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual 
or perceived characteristics, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with 
a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. 

No Matter the Situation,  
They Still Need Us! 

  As we have discussed for the last ten months, our focus remains 
the same: educate our students in the safest conditions possible. 
But after almost a year of dealing with the effects of a pandemic 
and the decisions by policy and political leaders, we are still 
tempted to ask the "what about?":  
 

• What about the infection rate? 
• What about the new policies? 
• What about the stay at home orders? 
• What about the lifting of the stay at home order? 
• What about the ICU rates? 
• What about the absence of the flu? 
• What about the vaccine? 
• What about, what about, what about . . . ?? 

 
We do not have direct answers for all of the above, but we do 
have two immediate answers under our control: 

February 
February 8, 2021 
Lincoln’s Birthday 
No School 

February 9, 2021 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

We are going to stay safe AND Our primary response is, "What about our kids!" 
 
Several years ago, as a young Biology teacher, I vividly remembered standing behind my teaching 
presentation counter when I said to myself (as my rowdy class of kids left the room), "I don't need these 
kids!" Immediately from the depth of my being, an instantaneous and inspirational articulated thought 
seemed as though it roared in my soul: "Yes, but they need you." That epiphany, and what I believe was a 
thought from heaven, changed me forever and changed the focus of my service as an educator. 
 
Now more than ever, we are compelled with that same motivation. Our kids need us, and they need us to 
step up and meet their needs in every dimension of their being, spirit, soul, and body.   
 
We are so impressed as a District to continue to see so many of our staff members meeting that call and 
staying focused on what is most important in our work and our focus - our kids.  We are so blessed to have 
so many dedicated, committed people who put our students' needs ahead of the diversions and distractions 
of change and unpredictability. Thank you for standing your ground on our essential work. Getting back to 
normal is a certainty, but meanwhile, we champion whatever it takes to get our kids on top. 
 
Thank you! 

February 15, 2021 
President’s Day 
No School 

February 23, 2021 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 
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Quotes and Proverbs 
Understanding human needs is half the job of meeting them. 

-Adlai Stevenson 

The pandemic threw us some new curves, among which is the idea of 
educating students remotely. Even though we know our students have many 
needs that fit into the categories we strive to meet, we have found a separate 
set of requirements that we usually do not see and even have in past experience 
taken for granted. 
 
Staying at home and not interacting with other students, and losing the social-
emotional connections is a huge need we are beginning to understand and 
learn how to deal with. How do you recreate and make up for the student to 
student and student to teacher in-person interaction? 
 
I have to say, based on what we see among staff and students, our staff is doing 
some creative and innovative strategies and outreach to help make up for that 
large missing part of their school life. One piece of evidence is experiencing 
what John Muir is doing in their presentation to CSU Fresno and a group of 
Valley educators. This group visited John Muir virtually on Friday to validate 
their work with students regarding citizenship and character education. John 
Muir has applied for the prestigious Bonner Character and Citizenship Award.  
 
This movie that summarizes their work speaks for itself: 

 
https://youtu.be/cHFwuuWQ_vs 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters 
 The Big Brother Big Sister's program was very excited to share that the 

Virtual High School Bigs Program has been a great success. Program 
Coordinator Amanda Phelps stated over the next few months, the program 
has planned some entertaining and exciting activities such as dream 
catchers, virtual field trips, solar system, and kaleidoscopes, to name a few. 
During the holiday season, every Big and Little were mailed a $10 gift card 
in place of their annual holiday party. They wanted to make sure every 
student received something special for the holidays. Local donors stepped 
up to sponsor two families over the Holidays.   
 
The agency will be continuing its virtual program through the remainder of 
the 2020-21 academic school year. The CUSD appreciates this partnership 
and continued support. The 2021 Big Brother Big Sisters Educational 
Scholarship Application is now available and can be found on their 
website http://www.bigs.org. The due date for the scholarship is Friday, 
March 5, 2021. 

Their Mission: 

Our one-to-one mentoring relationships support the critical social and emotional 
development needed to help build resilience and promote the mental health and 
well being of thousands of children we serve across America. Now more than 
ever, Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies across the country are stepping up to find 
innovative ways in serving our communities to #KeepKidsConnected. 

https://www.bbbs.org 
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Meet Our Staff 
What is your work history, including at CUSD? 

Prior to working with the Corcoran Unified as a School 
Physiologist, I worked at Fresno Unified, Clovis Unified, and 
Firebaugh-Las Deltas. 

What is most rewarding to you when working with students or 
in your job? 

Being able to help students with their academic struggles and 
finding their areas of strength is something that I find very 
rewarding. 

What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in your job? 

Working one-on-one with students conducting assessments for special education 
services 

Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? 

My dad, whose motto in life is work harder, worry less. 
My mother, who taught me to do everything with love 
and kindness. And Keri Machado, a great mentor who 
gave me great perspective and confidence. 

Tell us a little about yourself: 

I'm also from a small town. I was raised in Porterville, where my parents still live and 
have many siblings. I look forward to working with each and every one of you to help 
our kiddos thrive :) 

If the world were listening, what would you say? 

Be KIND; we're stronger together than we ever could be divided. 

Jessica Ramos 
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Consectetuer: 

In Celebration of 
Black History Month 

 

T h e r e ’ s  n o t h i n g  w e  c a n  
d o  a b o u t  t h e  p a s t  s o  

t h e r e ’ s  n o  s e n s e  i n  
d w e l l i n g  o n  i t . . .  B u t  w e  
c a n  c h a n g e  t h e  f u t u r e . ”  

 
-  G e r t h a  T o n e y  

Gertha Toney, Board Member Bobby Toney's 
mother, reached the incredible age of 100 in 2006. 
She's was a woman who has saw decades of history, 
from riding a horse and buggy to riding a modern 
automobile from the time before television and 
radio to admiring technology such as camera 
phones. 

 
Born Gertha Mae Hill, her childhood was spent with 
games of imagination, family gatherings, and rich 
oral history.  In 1923 Gertha married Howard 
Toney.  The two made it through the Great 
Depression and the distressing Dust Bowl years.  
The family lost their land and became 
sharecroppers.  They saw their cattle slaughtered 
and received $5 ahead.  Those hard times resulted in 
the first of several moves that would bring the 
family to the Central Valley.  Through their trials 
and tabulations, they felt joy when they finally 
arrived in Corcoran, where they purchased a 
property in 1949.  Gertha shared with her 
grandchildren her and Howard's decision to move 
to the Central Valley.  They wanted to provide their 
children with better opportunities. 

Gertha believed that it was God's will for her to live to see 100 years of age.  She said God 
wanted her to teach her family about her faith, the importance of family, education, and 
standards for living.  She embodies that faith with her standard; In 1952, she and her 
husband spearheaded the effort to construct Corcoran's, St. Paul Baptist Church.  Her 
family was inspired when they would hear her sing in the church choir. 

Gertha is said to have strongly encouraged her children and grandchildren to further 
their education and attend college.  She expressed as a family; they must continue to love 
each other and stay close, despite their differences.  She has taught her family to respect 
elders, trust, and maintain a marriage, which she accomplished for 60 years.  Extending 
family members have benefited from her wisdom and knowledge.  They appreciate her 
teachings and will pass on more of the oral history in which their family is rich. 




