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CUSD NEWSLETTER 
“Built to Surpass” 

A ship in harbor is safe, but that is not what ships are built for.” 
 – John A. Shed 

Important dates 

August 

September 

August 12, 2020 
First Day of School 
Distance Learning 

August 25, 2020 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

September 7, 2020 
Holiday - Labor Day 
No School 

September 8, 2020 
Regular Board Meeting 
Board Room @ 6:00 p.m. 

Follow CUSD @corcoranunified on Twitter to 
get the latest news! 

I know this has been a roller coaster of year, but I hope you 
had a chance to enjoy your summer and just being around 
your loved ones.  On behalf of the school board and the 
district administration, I welcome you back to Corcoran 
Unified School District for the new 2020-21 school year!  This 
year’s theme is “Built to Surpass”. 

Regarding the quote, we are “built” for a time like this! We 
have spent much of the summer from the time we finished 
school June 2 up to today in preparing for our return in any 
capacity, including Distance Learning or a full reopening with 
students.   

Our School Board has approved a CUSD School Reopening Plan that provides direction, safeguards, and 
protocols for staff and students for whatever program or capacity from which the school facilities are 
being used.  As you know, we will begin school with students at home educated through a refined, 
rigorous Distance Learning Program.  Preschool is the only exception as students and staff will return 
under County and Health approved procedures and conditions. 

It has been another busy summer as we prepared our facilities for the new school year.  We had some 
significant project, improvements including our new CTE building and quad renovation at the high 
school. The track and gym went under huge face-lifts with improvements, and we have been busy 
getting all of our classrooms clean, sanitized, and ready for anyone to return to our buildings.  

Equal Opportunity:  The Corcoran Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education.  District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from 
discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual 
or perceived characteristics, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with 
a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. 
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Quotes and Proverbs 
Change will come our way. 

We can GO through it 
or we GROW through it. 

 We grow when we seek solutions 
rather that let obstacles hinder us. 

 
-George Couros 

Distance Learning 

We provide the best learning 
environment in the world by 

relentlessly collaborating, 
sharing effective strategies, 

and supporting best 
practices! 
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2020-21 New Teachers 

Naeila Abubaker 

Christopher Bell 

Vicente Corrales 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? JMMS 8th grade Math and Science 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I was born and raised here in the US. I come from an 
immigrant family from India. My religion is Islam. I can speak Urdu, Hindi, and some Spanish. 
I am a very active person and love to travel. I have gone to many states and countries. I have 
experience teaching overseas. 
Where did you grow up?  Visalia, CA 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I went to COS and then transferred to Fresno 
State and graduated. I have a BA in Liberal Studies. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  Yes, I have taught Middle School 
7th and 8th grades in all the subject areas for about six years. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I love to travel, take 
day trips, relax, and also watch movies. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy. 
My teaching philosophy is to make sure we educate students to the best we can and expose 
them to real-life experiences to make the right decisions. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to getting to know students, 
parents, and staff. 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  Corcoran High School, biology/physical 
science 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I'm married with two kids. I spend any of my free time skiing, 
swimming, or playing tennis. 
Where did you grow up?  Born in San Francisco and moved to Tulare when I was young. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  BYU and I am completing a MA in 
microbiology 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I worked in Tulare before coming 
here. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  White water rafting, 
snow skiing, water skiing/wakeboarding, tennis. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  Being a positive influence on my 
students will help them to reach their best potential. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  Working in such a close-knit community of 
teachers. 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  Corcoran High School, 9th and 10th 
Grades, Mathematics 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  My parents worked in the grape fields. My mother 
encouraged me to do well in school so that I wouldn't have to work in the same conditions. I 
went off to study in Los Angeles, where I majored in Economics. I returned home to help my 
family. I worked as a substitute teacher before deciding to pursue a teaching credential. Now I 
have a family of my own that includes my wife, Heidi, and my son Emiliano. We enjoy being 
outdoors; we enjoy going to the beach and the mountains. 
Where did you grow up?  Central Valley- Earlimart, California 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  UCLA- Economics B.A National University- 
Teaching Credential 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  Insurance Agent, Substitute 
Teacher, 7th Grade Science, High School Math teacher. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy playing and 
watching sports. Growing up, I played baseball and soccer. Now I mostly just watch the 
professionals. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  I want to help students relate 
lessons to the real world and empower them to take control of their learning. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to meeting my students. 



 

 

Corcoran Joint Unified School District  Issue #1, August 17, 2020 

4 

Carlos Garcia 

Kaitlyn Gobel 
 

Viktoria Granicy-
Bognuda 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  John S. Fremont Elementary 3rd Grade 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I am looking forward to my 1st year of teaching. I have two 
children, my daughter Mireya (11 years old) and son CJ (7 years old), and I enjoy coaching 
their sports teams. I have coached soccer, basketball, and baseball. I played soccer until I was 
11 years old, and I played basketball in high school. I enjoy going to the beach with my family 
every summer. I am excited to begin my teaching journey at Corcoran Unified, and I look 
forward to getting to know all. 
Where did you grow up?  Porterville, CA 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  Brandman University (B.A. in Liberal Studies 
with an emphasis in multiple subject teaching) and Fresno Pacific University (Credential 
Program) 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I have substituted for the last two 
years and completed two semesters of student teaching at Porterville Unified School District. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy coaching, 
watching different sports, cooking and BBQing, and spending time with my family. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  My teaching philosophy 
includes building relationships within the classroom community, having students understand 
that they all have the capability to learn equally, and students' knowledge that they all deserve 
the same opportunity to learn. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to learning from 
experienced educators and implementing technology effectively in teaching. 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  I will be teaching second grade at Fremont. 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I grew up on a farm on the outskirts of Porterville. I have three 
dogs, a pug, an English bulldog, and a Shih Tzu who take up most of my time. This is my first 
year teaching, and I could not be more excited! 
Where did you grow up?  Porterville 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  National University. BA in interdisciplinary 
studies 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  My prior work experience includes 
an after school program, AVID tutor, and substitute teacher. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy walking my dogs, 
traveling, and going to baseball games. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  My teaching philosophy is to 
encourage curiosity and creativity in each and every student and create a lifelong love of 
learning. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to getting to know my 
students as well as other teachers and having a great year! 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  CHS Agriculture, Floral & Ag Mechanics 
1&2, 9th-12th grade 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  Hello, My name is Viktoria Granicy-Bognuda, a new addition 
to the Agriculture Department team at Corcoran High School. Due to COVID, I have not yet 
been able to change my name, so I have decided to hyphen my maiden and new last name. I'm 
very excited about the opportunity to cultivate future agriculturists. 
Where did you grow up?  The Antelope Valley in Southern California 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  Reedley Jr. College California State University 
Fresno - BS in Agriculture Business and Minor in Plant Science Fresno Pacific University- 
Teaching Credential Currently a student at California Polytechnic State University where I’m 
working on my MA in Agriculture Education 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  Yes, this will be my 4th year 
teaching Agriculture base class. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  Home Decor house 
projects, plants and going to South Lake Tahoe 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  I believe everyone can learn, 
and everyone learns in their way, and as an educator, I enjoy helping students find and use the 
tools and skills to better him or herself. 
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Tyler Grove 

Dolores Hernandez 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  Bret Harte, 1st grade 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  My name is Dolores Hernandez. I have been teaching for six 
years in elementary grades. I am a teacher at heart; I knew I wanted to be a teacher since I can 
remember. I enjoy all teacher-related things, cute fonts, teacher shirts, coffee, and flair pens. 
Where did you grow up?  I grew up and resided in Corcoran. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I attended College of the Sequoias, where I 
received my A.A. in Liberal Studies with an emphasis in Child Development. Then transfer on 
to Brandman University received my BA, MA in Education, and Teaching credential. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I have been a teacher since 2014. I 
have taught 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy using my 
Cricut to do some projects and spending time with my family. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  Teaching is a lifelong learning 
process that involves learning about new philosophies, new strategies, and most important 
learning from the students. Helping students to care and respect themselves, others, and their 
environment occurs through sharing ideas and a positive approach to discipline. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to building strong 
relationships with colleagues, networking, and most importantly, serving the children and 
their families at CUSD. 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  John Muir-8th Grade Math, Science, and 
Response to Intervention (RTI) 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I was born in Visalia and lived there until college. I moved 
back and worked in various positions in the central valley, ranging from logistics to safety. I 
have been married for two years, and my wife works for Tulare City School District as a 
Speech-Language Pathologist. One interesting fact about myself is that I swam on the 
University team all four years. 
Where did you grow up?  I grew up in Visalia 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I attended UC Santa Cruz. I majored in 
History and minored in Sociology. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I have worked as a substitute for 
about a year and a half at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy hiking, 
swimming, running, and reading. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  My teaching philosophy 
revolves around a collaborative and interactive learning environment where each student is 
heard and respected. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to working in a district that 
has already implemented a one to one system before they had to. I am excited to work with the 
students and learn in a new environment. 

Teaching is a profession that 
teaches all of the other 

professions.  
- Author Unknown 
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Kailey Isch 

Nereida Lopez 

Cyndi Miranda 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  Mark Twain Elementary, 4th-grade  
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I am 27 years old. I grew up in Fresno, California, and 
graduated from Clovis East high school. I graduated college from CSU Fresno. I am engaged. 
We were supposed to get married in June, but coronavirus happened! Next June it is. We just 
moved to Hanford and bought our first home after living in Georgia for three years. I love to 
sing and travel. We have one dog and one cat that I am absolutely obsessed with. 
Where did you grow up?  I grew up in Fresno 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I went to Fresno City College to get my A.A. in 
liberal studies, and then transferred to Fresno State University, where I got my B.A. in liberal 
studies and my multiple subject teaching credentials\. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I taught fourth grade for three 
years in Leesburg, Georgia. In the first two years, I taught social studies and science to three 
classes of students. In my third year, I was self-contained and taught all subjects. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  Away from work, I 
enjoy spending time with my fiancé, family, and friends. I love getting outside and traveling. I 
also love trying new restaurants. If I could do anything other than teach, it would be singing. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  I believe that children learn 
best when they feel safe to have fun and make mistakes along the way. The most important 
thing to do is to build a relationship with the child. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to meeting and getting to 
know the teachers and students in my new community. 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  I will be teaching first grade at Bret Harte! 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I’m a wife and a mama to two sweet girls (2 and 7 months). ♥ 
I’m a 7w8 on the enneagram, and I love a good dance party. 
Where did you grow up?  I grew up in Hanford, but until recently, spent most of my adult life in 
Portland, Oregon. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I have a BA in psychology and a MA in 
Teaching from Concordia University in Portland. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I taught kindergarten for five years 
and was a long-term substitute at Bret Harte last year. I'm excited to be returning, and to be 
working with “firsties” this year! 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  When I’m not in the 
classroom, I love exploring the great outdoors, drinking all the iced coffee, textile crafting (like 
macramé and weaving), listening to podcasts, experiencing life with my baby girls and husband, 
and eating nachos! � 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  I believe that all children are 
capable and complete and deserve to be seen, heard, and believed in. I think that if children feel 
safe and loved and valued, that everything else will fall into place! I have experience working in 
a mindful school, which has largely shaped the lens in which I approach my teaching. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to working with the amazing 
Bret Harte staff again! 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  High School, Spanish, grades 9-12 
Where did you grow up?  Los Angeles 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I got all my education at Fresno State. I have a 
BA in Liberal Studies, a BA in Spanish, and an MA in Spanish literature. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  Yes, this is my 13th year teaching. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy spending 
time with family, hiking, going to the beach, reading, and baseball. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  "Educating the mind without 
educating the heart is no education at all" -Aristotle. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to making a positive 
impact on my students' lives. 
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Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I was stationed in Germany on an Army Base as a 
Preschool and Kindergarten Teacher in college with Camp Adventure. After college, I worked at Asamiah 
International School as an English Kindergarten Teacher in Jordan. While earning my Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential, I student taught in a kindergarten classroom as well as a 4/5 GATE Combo in Yorba Linda, CA. For the 
past two years, I was positioned in Visalia as a fourth-grade teacher. I am so excited and honored to be teaching 
first grade with CUSD this year! 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy writing poetry, cooking, playing 
with my two healthy dogs, and learning new crafts. I love riding my baby blue bike, jogging, and swimming in my 
parents' pool. I am a proud member of a book club. I spend a great deal of time studying for my MA. I enjoy 
making memories with my family, enjoying the simple things in life with them like backyard picnics, walks around 
the neighborhood, gardening, and having fun with music. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  As a teacher, I am a lifelong student. I believe in 
student-centered learning, where students feel safe, valued, and inspired to make progressive, positive differences 
in our community. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? 
I am looking forward to strengthening my skills as a teacher with CUSD and motivating students to challenge 
themselves in a caring, positive, and driven environment. 
 

Machala 
Orton-Bochman 

Shereen Sawalha 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  John C. Fremont Elementary, Grade 3, 
multiple subjects 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I’m a major Nerd! I love anything Disney, especially the 
Haunted Mansion! I love to draw and cook! I’m also a massive history buff and love 
learning new things about the past! 
Where did you grow up?  Stratford 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I went to college at BYU-Idaho and 
majored in Education. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I’ve been a substitute for 
everything from the day I graduated from high school until this year! I’ve been everywhere 
from the kitchen to Office Secretary! 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy art and 
making all sorts of crafts! My house has so many different creations in it, and I love it! 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  If something doesn’t work, 
try looking at it another way! Even the bleakest outcomes can become positive when you 
look at it another way! 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  Working with amazing staff to help my 
students grow! 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  Bret Harte, Multiple Subjects, First 
Grade 
Tell us a little bit about yourself: Sawalha is pronounced like Koala but with an "S". I am a 
motivated teacher that identifies as a lifelong student. I earned my Liberal Arts BA and 
Multiple Subject Teaching Credential from the California State University of Fullerton. I am 
currently working on a second teaching credential as a Reading Specialist and MA in 
Education, Reading, with the California State University of Fresno. I have taught 
kindergarten overseas and fourth grade in CA for two years. Growing up, I cared deeply 
about becoming a teacher. Today, I feel like I am living the dream! I aim to listen, motivate, 
and to inspire. 
Where did you grow up?  I grew up in Amman, Jordan, until I was ten years old. Then, I 
became neighbors with Mickey Mouse by Disneyland, CA. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  Liberal Arts, B.A and Multiple Subject 
Teaching Credential with California State University, Fullerton. Currently in progress with 
California State University, Fresno for a MA in Education, Language Arts-Reading, and a 
second teaching credential as a reading specialist with a 4.0 GPA :) 
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Carlos Solis 

Rebecca  
Wooden-Pashnyak 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  Mission Community Day School 6-8 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I moved with my family to the Central Valley in 2016, fro 
Southern California, and WE LOVE living here!! My wife is also a teacher. We have three 
beautiful children; two married and one still at home in High school. I am a proud grandpa!! 
Where did you grow up?  I grew up in the barrios of Santa Ana, Ca. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I completed my undergraduate and MA at 
Azuza Pacific University. I also attended Cal Poly Pomona to pursue an admin credential. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I have 20 years of teaching 
experience. My passion is working with at-risk kids since I once walked in their shoes. It was 
a special teacher who helped me out, and I want to be that someone for our students!! 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I love to fish and 
going to classic car shows!! I'm currently in the middle of restoring a '48 GMC truck : ) 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  I believe children are 
precious, gifted, worthy, and capable, and regardless of their circumstances, they can be 
successful in life!! I am also a champion of social-emotional learning. I strongly believe that 
the proper application of the principles of SEL can help students thrive both academically 
and personally. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I'm looking forward to working with my new 
teaching team and meeting my new students and families. I'm also looking forward to 
someday being able to welcome my students back into their classroom!! I am looking 
forward to making a positive impact on my students' lives. 

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching?  I will be teaching 4th grade at Mark 
Twain Elementary. 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I recently got married and moved to Lemoore with my 
husband and our two dogs. 
Where did you grow up?  I grew up in Douglasville, Georgia. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I graduated from the University of West 
Georgia with a BA in Early Childhood Education. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I have been a teacher for the last 
five years in Georgia. I have taught 1st grade, 3rd grade, and was a reading intervention 
teacher for K-5. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I enjoy reading, 
hiking, watching movies, and spending time with my family. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  My number one goal is to 
have students on track for a positive learning career by teaching them to think for themselves. 
It is my wish to share my knowledge with students and give them all the tools to succeed in 
life (not just in the classroom). 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to meeting my students 
and growing alongside them during these challenging and exciting times. 

2020-21 New Teachers 




