
We are going places as a district, and we are growing despite the 
circumstances. Nothing can stop a committed, dedicated, and 
passionate group of  people who love kids; nothing. All of  us 
have been handed a set of  circumstances.  Circumstances not 
unique to just about any group of  people in the world. The 
problems we have overcome are not unique to us. Everyone is 
dealt a similar set of  cards. The question is, “What do we do 
with what we have been given?" 

"I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me 
and 90% of  how I react to it." 

- Charles Swindoll 

How do we react to the challenges of  the last year? We do what we always do. We keep 
planting and watering seeds - seeds of  hope, seeds of  strength, seeds of  encouragement, 
seeds of  consistency, seeds of  achievement, seeds of  promise, seeds of  optimism, seeds 
of  expectation, and seeds of  security. Plant, nurture 
and water those seeds, and guess what happens? 
Those seeds grow in even the most sterile, dry, and 
challenging environments because that is what seeds 
do. They can and will grow anywhere.  That is what 
we are seeing with our students and our district's 
progress now and in the future. We keep it going 
because that is what we do and part of  who we are! 
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GOING AND GROWING

Upcoming Events: 

Board Meeting  - May 11 at the 
TLC,  6:00 p.m. 

Board Meeting  - May 25 at the 
TLC,  6:00 p.m.  

No School - May 31 
Memorial Day 

Last Day of  School - June 3 

    

z District Update z 

This document is to keep you abreast on upcoming items, current issues, and public relations on 
the many things happening in the District. 



Even in bad weather, farmers know their seeds are working underground and can 
rest knowing the seed is still alive and functioning. So it is with our work and our 
influence on the people and the children we influence. That is, we have joy and 
confidence in knowing our work is not in vain. We sow seed daily into the lives of  
others and our students with faith, knowing that we get results even in the middle 
of  the challenges we endured now for a year. Kids are still kids, people are still 
people, and they need kindness, encouragement, and someone to build into their 
lives. 

One of  the most encouraging and uplifting experiences I have witnessed that we 
have endured this last year is our staff  members' welcoming and joyful reactions 
and responses to see our students return to campuses. Our staff  missed our 
students in person, and they exhibited great attitudes and a heart of  appreciation 
to get somewhat back to normal even with the conditions we still had to work 
under. They showed their joy is in the relationship in working with our kids and 
the satisfaction in sowing the life-lifting seeds of  destiny into their lives! 

Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, 
but by the seeds you plant. 
-Robert Louis Stevenson



“I am very proud to announce that three local 
merchants in Corcoran have joined in alongside us 
and decided to help host our very First Annual Art 
S y m p o s i u m i n s i d e t h e i r 
establishment! The morning class 
students' art is hosted at Mariscos 
El Capitan with their display of  4 
different kinds of  canvas's.  The 
afternoons class students' artwork 
is displayed at Amore Caffe and 
four different types of  canvas art. 
Mrs. Martinez and Contreras's 
classes can be found at Cost Less.  
Please go by and support our local 
m e r c h a n t s a n d t a k e t h e 
opportunity to enjoy Bret Harte 
Preschool's students' work. The art 
will be displayed until this Saturday morning.” 

~Mrs. Monica Fredell, Preschool Teacher

1st Annual Art 
Symposium

Bret Harte Preschool 

Mariscos El 
Capitan 

Students work are 
displayed in the 
entrance, register, 
and all along the 
tables.





John C Fremont
Some of  our Fremont teachers wanted to do something fun for their students and families 
with all the challenges and changes they faced in the 2020-21 school year. A few of  
Fremont's 2nd-grade teachers decided to take it back to "old school." Mrs. Early, Mrs. 
Martin, and Mrs. Welsh got together this week and snapped an old class photo. Some of  
us remember getting together with our whole class and posing for the camera. For these 
second graders, it was an odd and unique experience. Something that they will have 
forever. As principal and teacher in Corcoran, I remember my first class took this same 
picture on the Mark Twain cafeteria steps many years ago. 
~Pearl Prins, Principal



Mark Twain Elementary 
As the school year winds down, the Mark Twain Eagles are gearing up for The 
California Assessment of  Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) testing. Our 
testing begins May 3 and continues until May 28. To prepare for CAASPP testing, 
teachers and students have solidified their understanding of  grade-level content and 
standards. Along with testing preparation, students are also finishing up Standardized 
Test for the Assessment Reading (STAR) and STAR Math testing. These results will help 
with summer school placement and referrals.  

The Mark Twain staff  and students would like to thank the MJ Project and our local 
Kiwanis Club for supporting our intramural basketball tournament. The students loved 
receiving their basketballs.  

Please mark your calendars with our summer school 
dates: Monday, June 7 through Friday,  June 25, 2021. 
More information will follow. …

We are also excited to announce our 
upcoming Open House scheduled 
for Tuesday, June 1, 2021. Please be 
on the lookout for more information 
regarding this event. 



Spring is in full swing! The students, staff, and 
parents of  John Muir continued their determined 
march back to better with special events and 
America’s pastimes - baseball and softball! 

Of  our 812 students, over 600 are now regularly attending in person, and the 
change in atmosphere and energy is palpable. During the month of  April, John 
Muir continued to host baseball and softball games. Fans for both the home and 
away teams cheered their students (from a safe distance) and enjoyed snacks from 
the ASB snack bar. Completing the scene was that all familiar crack of  the bat that 
at once seemed to clear the fog of  the last year. 

On April 20th John Muir welcomed back parents and guardians for an in-person 
Open House. The event was well attended. In fact, we topped our usual attendance 
numbers for the evening, providing even more evidence of  the importance our 
school plays in the community. Also, on April 20th, the JMMS Drama class posted 
their Storytelling project to FlipGrid for all to enjoy.  
We have said it before, but it bears repeating, the relief  and comfort of  coming back 
together as staff  and students are topped only by the hope we have in the great 
things yet to come for John Muir Middle School. We were truly built to surpass, and 
our determination is unstoppable.

John Muir Middle 

2021 Open House            Storytelling With JMMS Drama 
https://flipgrid.com/c2f6a114  https://flipgrid.com/0de127d6 

Ms. Oldham welcomes a student 
into her classroom. 

https://flipgrid.com/c2f6a114
https://flipgrid.com/0de127d6
https://flipgrid.com/c2f6a114
https://flipgrid.com/0de127d6


Last Friday, 4/23, we had our first 
"modified" outdoor rally, which included 
having homecoming (although the 
opponent canceled our football game) 
announcements of  the Senior King & 
Queen and recognizing the Seniors from 
the Band and the Football team. We 
extended the invite to family and friends 
of  the individuals that were being recognized. In addition, because the event was 
considered "public," we had the community members sit in chairs on the track 
separately from the student body. The event ran smoothly and looked great with 
decorations in the stadium. After the event, the family of  the recognized Seniors was 
extended to having cake, cookies, and pictures in a separate location.  

We are looking forward to more rallies in our future! 
~Kellen Ornellas, Activities Director 

Corcoran High School 







On Wednesday, April 14, 2021, 
participating Corcoran High School 
students and Ms. Crystal Salinas 
attended the virtual Fresno State 
Young Writers' Conference. Students 
listened to and interacted with the 
keynote speaker, American New York 
Times bestselling author of  young 
adult fiction, Nic Stone. Ms. Stone 
shared her inspiration for writing her 

books and demonstrated writing techniques to help students with their writing. The 
Fresno State English Department also provided students with a series of  writing 
workshops led by graduate students. High school students were able to experience 
creative writing in a college-level setting. Students were also given a copy of  the 
Fresno State Spectrum Journal.  
~Crystal Salinas, CHS Teacher 



Kings Lake is getting ready for this year's graduation, which will be held in person.  The quad area located 
on the high school in front of  the 3:15 building will be the location of  this year's commencement.  We are 
excited for this year's graduating class as we all know how last year was held as a drive-through due to 
COVID restrictions.  The graduation will take place at 6:00 pm on June 7, 2021.  Kings Lake Education 
Center is very excited to partner with the CenCal impact Mentoring program to bring quality, trained 
mentors to the campus to assist students with issues ranging from academics, mental health, behavior, and 
more five days a week.   

On April 28, SATF and the Corcoran Kiwanis (special thanks to Anna Muthana and Laura Duran) donated 
several basketballs and footballs to the Kings Lake Education Center.  These awesome gifts will serve as 
incentives for students coming in-person to stay on the path, achieve academically, have excellent 
attendance, and in behavioral areas that will directly benefit them.  The Corcoran Adult school is proud to 
announce that we will be adding a GED class for the community next year.  This will help students who are 
significantly behind in credits cut significant time off  their studies by preparing and passing the GED test 
rather than completing credits which might take longer for some.  Summer school for Kings Lake will start 
on June 7 and run for two weeks until June 18.  Class times will be from 8 am until 12 pm Monday – Friday. 

Kings Lake will also be a food distribution site this summer for students that might need a meal.  We will 
post the hours and days that this will occur soon via this newsletter, the District's Facebook, Kings Lake 
Marquee, and the Kings Lake website.  Improvements are coming to the Kings Lake campus, and we will be 
releasing that information soon.  State testing will start for us on May 17 and run through the 21, 2021. 

Lastly, Kings Lake has been offering a free computer class for the community to teach basics for parents to 
assist the students with their work.  So far, there have been two meetings of  this class, April 12 and April 26.  
Jari Stokes and Marcelo Huizar have most generously volunteered to teach the class 
.  
We will be offering one more session of  this class in May before the end of  the school year.  All community 
members are welcomed to come and learn.  The date in May for the last course of  the year will be 
announced shortly. 
~Brian Brazier, CHS Teacher 

Kings Lake Education Center 


