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Upcoming Events &
Reminders
• Board Meeting - Tuesday,
May 14 @ 6:00 p.m.
• Facilities Subcommittee
Meeting - Thursday, May
15 @ 3:30 p.m.
• Human Resource
Subcommittee Meeting Tuesday, May 21 @ 3:30
p.m.
• Board Meeting - Tuesday,
May 28 @ 6:00 p.m.

District Update

z

This document is to keep you abreast on upcoming items,
current issues.and what is happening in the District.

Inviting the Best
A phrase I kept hearing from a few years ago came back in my mind
recently and sort of stuck:

"Live the best of your life the rest of your life."

The saying resonates to me because it runs against the grain of
mediocrity. In order to live the best, we have to expect the best and fight
for the best. This applies to our work as influencers of young people.
We are reminded never to sell ourselves short of what we do and what we
can become as people who make huge differences in the lives of others.
When we stop short of doing and being the best, we stop short of being
who we need to be. We instill that desire for young people never to sell
themselves short of what they can become.

A saying I often quote and live by is:

"Look at a man the way he is, he becomes worse. Look at a man the
way he could be, he becomes what he should be." - Goethe
With that said, there is an appreciation for the many adults who work on our campuses who see kids
not as they are; they see them as what they could be. We see a young man who struggles in his
reading, but we have instructional aids and teachers who continually push and stretch him to read as
he should read, and he ends up growing several grade reading levels in a short time. We have seen
young ladies who may not have had much confidence in Math and Science. Yet they become inspired
by a school, teachers and a principal they have created the opportunity and
the faith for them to create a science project that gets launched into space!
As we move on to finishing the school year, we can witness the fruits of our
labor as we see more and more of our students succeed, excel and move on
the higher and higher levels in just about every measure of learning in our
District. This is not by accident - our staff and students already saw this
success before it was realized!

Every Corcoran Student Can Achieve!

Quotes and Proverbs
“The Absence of Risk is a Sure Sign of Mediocrity”
~Charles De Foucauld
When your head is looking toward to just what is in front of you, that is all you see.
However, if we dare to look beyond what just lies only immediately what is in front of us,
we can see a horizon of opportunities and benefits that could not be seen and experienced
otherwise.
We dwell on what could be, and that thinking helps us move on and overcome what is.
This is what great people and great educators do constantly.
The reason why the troubled young man approaches the friendly custodian who loves kids is because that
custodian has the vision and the heart to see beyond the young man's current issues and challenges.
The reason why that coach gets so many kids to take a risk and join her team is because she loves to develop
young people from where they are to where they could be.
The reason why that teacher asks her principal to send the toughest kids to her class because she loves seeing
the miracle of taking a non-reader or the low reader to reading levels far beyond their grade level.
No wonder so many of our talented young people are looking up; the people around them will not let them
see otherwise!

High School JROTC Recognized!
A big congratulations to the Air Force JROTC at the Corcoran High School! They earned the
Distinguished Unit Award for the 2018-19 Academic school year! The Distinguished Unit Award
recognizes the personal growth and accomplishments to the cadets, the contributions of the
instructors as mentors of the cadets, and the support of the school and community. This award is
limited to the very best of the best and the High school was one of 376 units to receive the award.

Equal Opportunity: The Corcoran Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education. District programs, activities, and practices shall be free
from discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual
orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or
more of these actual or perceived characteristics.

Caught in the Act
What is your work history, including at CUSD?
I started my journey as a teacher in my homeland of Honduras where I worked
teaching grades 2-5 for thirteen years. After moving to CA from Central America, I
worked for the Dual Immersion Program in Hanford Elementary School District
teaching 2nd grade. I have been working for Corcoran Unified since 2002. I worked
for eleven years a Bret Harte Elementary as a first-grade teacher, and 3 years as a
kindergarten teacher which I considered my toughest assignment ever. Since I wanted
to change environments and teach my first language and culture to others, I
transferred to Corcoran High and taught Spanish for a year. I am currently the
Reading Intervention Teacher at John Muir Middle School where I have working for
the last 5 years.
Jackie Miller

What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your
job?
One of the most rewarding experiences I have had is to see students improve their
Reading Comprehension Skills. Equally rewarding is the opportunity I have as an educator to build relationships
with my students and see them responding positively as I try to connect with them in many ways. This is the
relational profession we have chosen!
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in your
job?
Recently I started a guitar club after school just to give students the opportunity to
explore music and discover potential hidden talents through learning a musical
instrument. Above all, the most significant ongoing project is teaching my students the
value of setting academic goals every 4 weeks. Together we design a plan of action on
how to reach our goals. While not all of the students reach their intended goal,
everybody makes progress. That is awesome!
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life?
Definitely my Dad has been the biggest inspiration in my life. His integrity, work ethics,
and forgiving heart still inspire me today.
Tell us a little about yourself:
I love music and languages. I am still in the process of learning French! (J'adore le
français) I taught myself how to play the bass guitar about 5 years ago. This summer I
want to learn how to play the ukulele. When I learn to play "Somewhere Over the
Rainbow,” then I'll know I have learned how to play this instrument well. I was born and
raised in Tegucigalpa, Honduras where my husband and I made an unusual love
connection. I have been happily married for 20 years! One day I hope to write a book
about how my husband and I met. It is pretty heartwarming! I would like to mention a
few interesting things about me: I can whistle as loud as my coworkers, laugh almost as
loud as my pastor, and cry while watching my favorite Hallmark movies as much as my
sister in law. I believe soccer is the best sport on earth. When I don't answer the phone is
because I am "busy" watching soccer. On a more serious note, I like to share my
Christian faith when people allow me at the right time and the right place.
If the world were listening, what would you say?
Be constantly grateful because that is the antidote to stress and trials of daily living. Whether you worry or not,
things get done, so why worry? Count your many blessings as you focus on all the great things that are in your
life.

Caught in the Act
What is your work history, including at CUSD?
For the first 10 years of my career in education, I taught English at the high school and
middle school level. For the next 7 years, I worked as an assistant principal at the
middle school level, focussing on curriculum and instruction and student services.
Next, I became principal of the high school, Parlier High School, from which I
graduated from. After two years, I was promoted to the district office to work in the
capacity of Deputy Superintendent, Interim Superintendent, and eventually to the role
of Superintendent.
Having left administration in 2017, with a desire to return
to my first love (teaching English), I was blessed to have
been hired to teach English at Corcoran High School. The
last 2 years at CHS have been a fantastic experience for me.
I have really enjoyed working with our staff and
Edward Lucero
administration. With that said, the happiest times that I
have experienced at CHS have been teaching, being in the
classroom, attending athletic events, supporting our FFA
students at the Kings County Fair, and in general, making connections with our
amazing kiddos.
What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your job?
The most rewarding part of my job is helping to guide students across their academic journeys as high school
students. This, along with making meaningful connections with our young people as they grown into being
productive adults, is a priceless experiences in my life as an educator.
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in your job?
Two areas where I feel that I am making a meaningful impact are with my College and
Career students, which I teach 3rd period. The other is with my Alternative English
Tutorial, which I hold throughout the month as I work with seniors that are driven to be
successful on the Alternative English Assessment.
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life?
Hands down, the one person that has had the greatest impact on me and inspires me to
work hard each, has been and continues to be my mother.
Tell us a little about yourself:
I love the San Francisco Giants, Star Wars, riding my bike, listening to music
(mostly rock, reggae, and a little country), reading, art, cooking, baking, the beach,
and traveling. I am the father of 3 beautiful children, and I have two younger
siblings, both male.
If the world were listening, what would you say?
Follow the Golden Rule - “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”
“Ed has been an amazing team player for CHS. He volunteered to help out our 11th grade
students by taking over their class to prepare them for CAASPP. He teaches home and hospital. He was working as an ELD teacher in
the evenings, and he tutors for the district alternate test. He is well loved and respected by his colleagues and students, and he is
incredibly humble. We are very fortunate to have him with us.” - Principal Antonia Stone

CHS Bridge Competition
This year, David Searson’s class did the bridge competition again in the
month February in all of his physics classes. The classes researched and built
bridges using physics concepts and a limited amount of materials. Over 30
groups from about 190 physics students built bridges ranging from truss style
to cantilever style. One challenge was to suspend a load of 100 pounds (two
50 lb. weights) for 30 seconds from the middle of their bridge. Three groups
met this challenge (pictured) and became members of the 100 pound club!

Pictured: Mr. Searson, Jesus Rojas, Alisandra Hernandez,
and Edgar Rodriguez

Pictured: Haley Nolta, Emily Vargas, and Mr. Searson

Pictured: Martin Garcia Navarro, Saul Ramirez Dias, Edgar Enciso, Jonathan Gonzalez, and Mr. Searson

High School Art Show
The High school held their 12th annual Art
Show on Wednesday, May 1st at the TLC.
Educational Employees Credit Union (EECU)
hosted a reception that consisted of Subway
sandwiches and water for all who attended.
EECU also awarded gift cards to the students
in four categories for first, second and third
places. There were many forms of art on
display from sculptures to paintings, and
digital designed T-shirts to charcoal drawings.

2018-19
CHS Art Show Winners
1st Place

Acrylic Painting:
Elise Mahill—Two Gray Figures

2nd Place Fernando Castellanos—The Arch
3rd Place Estevan Gutierrez—Green Face
Design/Pencil/Color pencil/
Marker/Wash/Watercolor/Mix Media
Charcoal Drawing:
st
1 Place Elise Mahill—Charcoal Drawing
2nd Place Trinity Garcia—Watercolor Character
3rd Place Sadie Gutierrez--Ribcage

1st Place

Digital Design T-Shirt:
Jesus Soto—Circular Black Design

2nd Place Carlos Cardenas—Pink Eyes Design
3rd Place Elmer Perez—White Perez Design

1st Place

Sculpture:
Julia Vargas—Brontosaurus

2nd Place Sidney Franco—Bull
3rd Place Teresa de Jesus Ramos—White Elephant

