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Upcoming Events &
Reminders
• No School - Spring Break,
April 15 through April 22
• Board Meeting - Tuesday,
May 14 @ 6:00 p.m.
• Facilities Subcommittee
Meeting - Thursday, May
15 @ 3:30 p.m.

District Update

z

This document is to keep you abreast on upcoming items,
current issues.and what is happening in the District.

Growing and Going
With the Flow
From the first day, we are born we begin to grow in just about every
aspect of our lives. We just assume growth is part of life, and when
we see kids grow physically inch by inch, we do not congratulate
them for the growth. It is part of life.

• Human Resource
Subcommittee Meeting Tuesday, May 21 @ 3:30
p.m.

In the same way, we are wired to grow in our learning. The
question is what is it our children are learning? In today’s world,
they are tempted to learn what the negative aspects of social media
and what is seen on the Internet, television and what is shown in
today’s theaters. I do not know if you have seen some of these lately,
but the content and inspiration come far short of our kids becoming readers, great thinkers,
academic achievers and great people of soul, spirit, and faith.
These characteristics include the goals and the “fight” we take on for our children against the
flow of the stuff thrown at our kids and families. This is why I am proud of the mission and
the people who execute our mission of:
“We are improvement driven - Mind, Character, and Body.”
Getting better and continuously improving to be what
we want our kids to become goes against the flow; it is
a challenge that we take on with diligence and
determination. But it is a fight we are winning and
takes resources and energy. That is why this Easter
Holiday provides a much-needed break for our
students and staff. May new life and a new renewal of
our commitment give a great impetus to finish this
school year strong!

Every Corcoran Student Can Achieve!

Quotes and Proverbs
“Impossible only means you haven’t found the solution yet”
~Anonymous
What if we taught every child any challenge they run into is only an opportunity to think,
learn and overcome? What if we modeled and taught our students that problems have more
solutions than dead ends? What if we design lessons and provide students real-life activities
that show them perseverance and hard work are keys to success in and outside of school?
These characteristics are precisely the type of system we are building for students to be 21st
Century learners. Teachers use and supplement curriculum with real-world experiences
especially in career tech classes where students to get to simulate real work experiences where
they learn just like people do in the real world: trial
and error - success and failure. This one principle that
teaches that every student can and will solve problems
and overcome challenges can be imprinted in their
hearts and minds that failure is not final; just an
opportunity for a greater solution.

CUSD Star Students

Students were selected from each school site that displayed many characteristics proven to be
deserving of the Star Student Certificate for Corcoran Unified School District. Pictured front row:
Joshua Andrade, Cristobal Rodriguez Ramirez, Brylee Hunter, Alexia Marmolejo Juarez. Back row:
Trustee Robert Alcorn, Trustee Karen Frey, Victor Pacheco, and Board President Patty Robertson.
Equal Opportunity: The Corcoran Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education. District programs, activities, and practices shall be free
from discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual
orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or
more of these actual or perceived characteristics.

Caught in the Act
What is your work history, including at CUSD?
I worked in the grocery industry
for almost 20 years. I also worked
for the City of Hanford Recreation
for 15 years. For the past 30 years,
I have coached basketball and
football at the youth and high
school level. The last 11 years of
my life I have been working for the
Corcoran Unified School District.

Mel Parker

What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your job?
When I see the students “get it” and recognize that they can accomplish anything they put their
effort into.
What special project(s) are you working on with the students
or in your job?
Currently, in my Special Day Class (SDC), we have been working really
hard on our social skills.
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life?
My father and mother. They instilled great values in me that I can pass
on to my children and grandchildren.
Tell us a little about yourself:
I was born in Suffolk, Virginia. We moved to Hanford in 1972.
I attended Hanford High School and later College of the
Sequoias in Visalia. I received a Bachelor’s in History and a
teaching credential from Brandman University. I have two
sons, Mel Jr. and Derrick. I also have three grandchildren
named. Bryant, Breyonna and Maya who are to joys of my life. In my free time, you can
usually find me at a sporting event of some kind.
If the world were listening, what would you say?
Love is the key.

Spring Sports Rally

CHS
Jazz Project
Friday
March 22, 2019

High School to Writer’s Conference
On Wednesday, April 10, 2019, 20 Freshman and
Sophomores attended the 39th Annual Young Writer's
Conference at Fresno State. The Department of English and
the Creative Writing Program hosted the spring event.
Students listened to published poet, novelist, and artist Maceo
Montoya (brother of renown Andres Montoya) Maceo spoke
of the creative writing process and his profession. Students
then separated into a variety of workshops geared toward
improving their strategies in creative writing.
Ms. Crystal Salinas was one of only two teachers selected for
excellence in teaching creative writing. Moreover, two
Corcoran High School students were chosen to have their
works published in the conference's youth journal, Spectrum.

Excellence in Education

Corcoran Unified School District was well represented at the Excellence in Education Award
Ceremonies in Hanford on April 2, 2019. Kings County honored the finest educational
employees in our area. School Registrar Esmeralda Loera was one of six candidates nominated
for Employee of the Year. Isaias Ramirez was this year's finalist and winner of the Kings
County Teacher of the Year Award. High School Learning Director Ed Larkin was one of four
candidates nominated for Administrator of the Year.

Some of Mr. Ramirez’s students attended the event to see him accept the Employee of the Year Award.

Spring Break Message
from the Superintendent
CUSD Staﬀ,
Spring Break is upon us and it is hard to believe that we have only a few months
left in the 2018-19 school year. I would like to take a moment to thank you for
your hard work this year. You are all the key to the success of our students.
Whether you are oﬀ next week or not, I hope that you all have the opportunity to
take the time to enjoy family and friends.
Sincerely,
Rich Merlo, Superintendent

