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Most of  us entered into our work because of  our love for young 
people.   Most of  us have been inspired by a greater teacher, or a 
great coach or someone at a school who really cared.   This could 
have been a custodian, a school secretary, a counselor, you name it.  
We give because people at a school deposited something in our lives 
that compels many of  us to pass on even in a greater measure. 

If  we were to survey people who have been inspired by adults in our 
school or upbringing, I think a vast majority would that inspiration 
came through a great relationship with that individual or group of  

individuals.   I can safely say most of  us who work with students have been influenced and 
affected to love and appreciate people through building relationships.   

We have found over and over again, healthy, positive, inspiring relationships with our students 
provide the foundation and springboard their successes in school and life.   We are going to 
see over the next few years our staff  being trained to carry out strategies and to be 
professionally trained to build a school environment that conveys the message that every adult 
in cares and is interested in every young person on campus.  Staff  members and students will 
be able to reap the benefits of  a program called Capturing 
Kids' Hearts that is built on this quote: 

"If  you have a child's heart . . . you have their mind." 

We are looking forward, in the near future, to more and 
more successes in our schools through the growth and 
sharpening of  everyone's hearts and minds! 

Upcoming Events & 
Reminders 

• Regular Board Meeting-
Tuesday, March 26 at 6 
p.m. in Board Room 

• Regular Board Meeting - 
Tuesday, April 9 at 6 p.m. 
in Board Room 

• Technology Subcommittee 
Meeting - Thursday, April 
11 at 3:30 p.m. at 
Technology Trailer 

• No School - Spring Break, 
April 15 through April 22

Every Corcoran Student Can Achieve!

z District Update z 
This document is to keep you abreast on upcoming items, current 

issues.and what is happening in the District. 



One of  the best feelings in the world is knowing your 
presence and absence both mean something to someone. 

~Anonymous 

When we have great relationships with our young people, we 
regret the times and experiences we miss when we are 
absent.   Sometimes we can readily detect the type of  
relationships we have with our students by seeing how they 
react in our absence.  When we miss our kids, and when they 

miss us during vacation days, weekends or even during times when we have to miss our work, 
this speaks a great deal about how we relate with our students. 

I am always blessed to hear from staff  members at the beginning of  the year who are always 
excited to build relationships with no matter who enters the school and classroom.   There are 
two types of  people: those who see the best in others and those who expect the worse.   Our 
staff  fits the latter mold based on what we believe in this quote from the philosopher Goethe: 

See a man the way he is, and he gets worse. 
See a man the way he could be and he becomes who he should be. 

Quotes and Proverbs

Although there is no replacement for getting your hands dirty with finger paints, technology can offer many 
ways for students to be creative when making art. In addition to creativity, technology can also allow students 
to  explore and learn about art  in new and engaging ways.  There are so many technology tools for art, 
including desktop programs, mobile apps, and interactive websites. Along with those, there are many  tools 
from Google that can help with teaching, learning, exploring, and creating art.  In a blog post from Google 
Certified Trainer, Innovator, and Educator Eric Curtis, you can see a wide range of Google tools and activities 
for art.  Here are a few of  the activities mentioned in his blog: 

#1 - Pixel Art with Google Sheets 
https://www.controlaltachieve.com/2017/02/sheets-pixelart.html 
#2 - Mondrian Art with Google Sheets 
https://www.controlaltachieve.com/2018/10/mondrian-sheets.html 
#3 - Self-Portraits with Google Drawings  
http://www.julielyle.com/2018/12/digital-art-and-google-drawings.html 
(credit to Julie Lyle) 
#4 - Mosaics with Google Drawings 
http://www.julielyle.com/2018/12/digital-art-and-google-drawings-mosaic.html 
(credit to Julie Lyle) 

Reference https://www.controlaltachieve.com/2019/01/google-art.html

Google Tools and Activities for Art Education
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Caught in the Act 

I have worked at the Avenal State Prison, the Recreation Association 
of  Corcoran (present), as well as with the Corcoran Unified School 
District in the Cafeteria from 2015 to the present day. 

The most rewarding to you when working with students or in your 
job is seeing the kids enjoying the meals we prepare for them daily.  

We are currently not working on any kind of  special projects.  We are 
just working on gaining the student’s trust and boosting their 
confidence daily.   We continue to let them know that we are here for 
them if  they ever need anything. 

My biggest inspiration is my Mother, Rosie Avalos, who was a 
single parent who worked hard and sacrificed everything for my 
sister and me.  

I am 41 yrs old, no kids of  my own. I married my best friend 
Joan Verdugo last year after 9 yrs together.  I find joy in helping 
others as much as I can. 
  
If  the world were listening, I would say,“Be kind to others 
because we never know what that person is going through.   A 
smile goes a long way and can be contagious.”

Rebecca Lepez




This Katelyn’s first year teaching in the Corcoran Unified School 
District.  The most rewarding thing about being a teacher is seeing 
my students excited to learn or engaging fully in the material being 
taught.  

Right now, I am having my Creative Writing students conduct an 
author study where they will extensively research an author of  their 
choice and eventually mimic a piece of  their writing. This class has 
come so far since the beginning of  the year, and they have truly 
embraced their creativity.  

My biggest inspiration in life is my father. I have never met anyone 
who has been as kind, hardworking, and thoughtful as my dad. He 
literally puts everyone before himself  including me which has led 
me to have a job that I love such as teaching.  

I was born and raised in Visalia, CA. My initial passion for school 
started here and influenced me to become a teacher. I attended 
college at Fresno State and earned a Bachelor of  Arts Degree in 
English Education with an emphasis in Creative Writing. My mission 
as a teacher is to maximize student potential all while creating a 
learning environment that is comfortable and safe where my students 
can thrive. 

If  the world were listening, I would say that everyone needs to be 
kinder to one another.  There is too much hate in the world, we need 
to show more love. 

“Katie is in her first year of  teaching, but with her vast experience in 
the Fresno State Writing Center, you wouldn't know it. She marries 
her knowledge of  how students think and learn writing with buy-in to 
district initiatives, which makes for a super star teacher in the making. 
We are very fortunate to have her at CHS.” - Antonia Stone, 
Principal  

Katelyn Hutchinson


Caught in the Act 



Corcoran High School Presents


