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Every Corcoran Student Can Achieve!

I was thinking about the upcoming Christmas Holiday and what our students 
and staff  possibly are thinking about what they want for Christmas.  Here are 
a few humorous items I have seen requested by some (not local people): 

	 •. Someone's 5 year old asked for kitten chow. They don’t have a cat.  
	 •. One toddler asked Santa for underwear (he was potty training!).  
	 •. A 14 year asked for SPAM! (When he went to Hawaii, he tasted it for 
	 the first time and he fell in love with it). 
	 •. How about the 15 year old grandson who wanted stainless steel ice 
	 cubes?  

	 	 	 	 •. Or, the 5 year old who asked for a pair of  plyers so he could pull his 
	 	 	 	 own teeth so the Tooth Fairy would bring him money in order to buy 
	 	 	 	 what he wanted? 

Here are some items teachers have placed on their Christmas wish list: 
	 •	 Velcro 
	 •	 Vision on the back of  my head 
	 •	 A device that shuts off  all cell phones 
	 •	 Coffee that is stronger than my students 
	 •	 Counseling for my student that told Santa he was naughty, but it was worth it. 

Here is my list for Corcoran Unified: 
	 •	 At least 10% improvements in all of  our indicators including our CAASPP Test! 
	 •	 Huge gains in Reading and Math for all students. 
	 •	 A much earlier State reimbursement check to the District for our Modernization Projects ($9 million) 
	 •	 All athletic and extracurricular teams and groups continue to show off  the character and quality of  

our schools and community. 
	 •	 All staff  and students have a blessed, happy, prosperous, fulfilling, restful, rewarding and merry 

Christmas with anticipation, expectation, and faith for the best New Year!  

Upcoming Events & 
Reminders 

• CANCELED - Regular 
Board Meeting, Tuesday, 
December 25 at 6:00 p.m. 
in Board Room 

• Winter Break - December 
17, 2018 through January 
4, 2019 

• New Year’s Holiday - 
January 1, 2019 

• Making Luther King 
Holiday - January 21, 
2019

z District Update z 



Equal Opportunity:  The Corcoran Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education.  District programs, activities, and practices shall be free 
from discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or 
more of these actual or perceived characteristics.

Quotes and Proverbs

Happy Holidays from the District Office!

The best presents for our students 
are our presence! 

The greatest gift in our school district to 
our students and community is made of  the 
talent, ability, heart, love and attitude of  the 

people who show up every day.   It is not about the "what" that is in our schools 
as it is the "who" is in our schools.   There is no greater gift for a young person 
than a caring adult who has an influence that affects them for a lifetime; no 
greater gift! 

I am reminded of  the scene in the Jerry McGuire movie where Rene Zellweger 
said, "You had me at hello."   I do not know if  many people appreciate the fact 
that we win many of  our students' hearts and minds just be being who we are 
and being there for them. 

Comedian Woody Allen might have something worth considering in his famous 
quote: 

Eighty percent of  success in life is showing up.  



Caught in the Act 

What is your work history, including at CUSD? 
My journey working at Corcoran Unified School District began eight years ago 
as a Migrant Community Contact. A couple of  years later I moved on to work 
for the Tulare County Migrant Program, and I was also working at Waukena 
Elementary as a Paraprofessional. A year ago I returned to CUSD as Corcoran 
High School Community Contact. 
  

What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in 
your job? 
Working with the other Community Contacts/Parent Liaisons has been very 
rewarding especially when we get together and help out with special projects to 
help families in our community. It is also gratifying to work with great/
supportive coworkers and administrators. 

What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in 
your job? 
I participated with the Turkey giveaway last month by delivering turkeys to 
families in need. I am currently helping out with the Angel Tree Project and with 
the Food Basket Project. All projects have been very rewarding and very fun to 

be a part of.  

Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? 
My parents have been one of  the biggest inspirations in my life. They have motivated 
me to be my best spiritually and professionally. I also have my children who inspire and 
motivate me to be a good role model for them. I want them to grow up one day and feel 
proud of  their mother. Finally, my husband has also been a great support system and 
has always motivated me to continue growing as a person.  

Tell us a little about yourself: 
I graduated from Corcoran High School in 2005. I then attended College of  the 
Sequoias and transferred to the California State University of  Fresno. I graduated with 
a Bachelors in English Education. I have been married to my husband Luis for ten 
years. We have two wonderful children. Our daughter Natalya is nine years old, and our 
son Fernando is three years old. I enjoy spending time with my family and traveling. 
Traveling, dancing, and reading brings me much happiness.  

If  the world were listening, what would you say? 
Love and be kind to others.  

“Isaura infects the main office with happiness. She is always smiling and greets everyone 
warmly. She has been a great addition and we feel very fortunate to have her on 
the team.” - Principal Antonia Stone

Isaura Ruelas 



What is your work history, including at CUSD? 
My work history is mainly in the education field. I 
began working as a Mini-Corp tutor working 
specifically with migrant students in the counties of  
Kings, Tulare, and other counties. But, my workplace 
was majorly in the Corcoran Unified Schools. After six 
years of  being a Mini-Corp tutor, I tried a new 
occupation as a substitute teacher in Corcoran Unified. 
Currently, I am a working at John Muir as a teacher 
attempting to finalize my credentials at the university. 

What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your job? 
When working with my students the most rewarding to me is seeing the light bulbs go off  in my classroom, 
students putting into practice good ethics that I model for them, seeing students engaged and curious about our 
world in the subject of  science. 
  
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or 
in your job? 
A project my students are working in my class is creating a presentation 
about global warming. The students are learning about the factors that 
contribute carbon dioxide being released into our atmosphere and my 
students have to come up with a solution as to how they can reduce or 
replace certain things in our earth that disperse carbon dioxide into the 
world. 

Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? 
The person who has been the biggest inspiration in my life consists of  many people who influenced me 
throughout my life to accomplish better and strive for the best but majorly of  that came from my parents Maria 
and Jesus.  

Tell us a little about yourself: 
My name is Jazmin with a "z" and no "e" in the end. I enjoy trying and learning new things. I have adventures 
that make memories that are mostly outdoors. I advocate our national park neighbors, like Yosemite and 
Sequoia to people about the beauty of  these national parks in America, it is like a second home to me, I also 
enjoy evangelizing to people about the free gift of  Jesus Christ, and live simply and gratefully every day with a 
cheerful heart.  

If  the world were listening, what would you say? 
If  the world were listening I would tell the people to be kind to others even 
when they don’t deserve it, to be humble, to love your enemies as you love 
yourself, to always do what is right even if  others are not doing it and trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to seek him because Jesus saves. 

Jazmin Ramirez 



KCOE Fanfare Visit 

“This year’s cast exceeded my expectations.  I love how each and every one of  them 
portrayed their character.  I couldn’t have asked for a better group of  students to work 
with.  The trial of  Santa”, is supposed to be a comedy, and was just that.  I had the Brat 
Child, the Emotional Mother, the Overly Confident Lawyer, the Ms. Knowit All and of  
course not one, but two Santa's.  I really enjoyed working on this play.  As a drama 
coach, my biggest goal is to make sure the kids are doing what they love and to have fun 

while doing it!” - Chandalier Burke (pictured left)

The trial of  the century: 
Santa Claus (aka Kris 
Kr ing l e ) v s . Emi l y 
Worthington (aka bratty 
nine-year old girl). In 
the TV courtroom of  
Judge Trudy, Santa is 
charged with delivering 
the wrong present on 
Christmas Day.  Will 
Santa be convicted of  
this heinous crime? Or 
will Santa’s Elven lawyer 
prove beyond a doubt 
that Emily was naughty, 
not nice?

John Muir Play
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Pictured above: Superintendent Rich Merlo, Administrator of the Year Ed Larkin, Employee 
of the Year Esmeralda Loera, Teacher of the Year Isaias Ramirez, Leanna Cantrell, and County 
Superintendent to Schools Todd Barlow.
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On Thursday, December 13, 2018, Fremont 
Elementary School had their Annual Winter 
Program in the cafeteria. The second and third 
graders danced and sang.  Parents were 
invited to attend to see their children perform.

John C. Fremont Winter Program



On Friday, December 14, 2018, Bret Harte Elementary School had their Annual Winter Program in the 
High school auditorium. Kindergarteners and first grade students danced and sang. Parents were invited 
to attend to see their children perform.

Bret Harte Winter Program

Winter Program 2018 sill be the last 
performance for First Grade Teacher Lisa 
Thompson (pictured left).  Her students have 
always performed the same two songs: “There 
was a Little Baby” and “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas”. Mrs. Thompson says, “I thought 
that is was a wonderful 35 years and every year 
it touches my heart.”


