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z District Update z 
This document is to keep you abreast on upcoming items, current issues 

This season I am reminded of  a story about the little boy who was 
thanking God at the dinner table for all their family had including a 
home, food on the table, etc.  The dad became a little perturbed and 
admonished his son to  thank him  for all those things because he 
worked so hard to provide those things for his family.   The son 
paused, closed his eyes, nodded and said, “Oh, and thank you for my 
dad!" 

We have so many blessings to be thankful for.  I reflect on the hard times we went through 
in this last recession when we were at the brink of  laying off  several employees and our 
facilities had not had major repairs for decades.  Since then we have grown in many ways 
including adding new safety positions, new teaching assignments and added support staff.  
We have seen our facilities improve in appearance and function, and we have seen 
improvements in student success including our graduation rate (from 80% plus to now 
98%!), English Learner academic growth, high school 
college course enrollment, student career readiness.  
This is not to mention how our employees have enjoyed 
close to an increase of  25% in wages over the last six 
years! 

We are fortunate and thankful for the "things," but just 
like the little boy, we do the "by the way."   In other 
words, by the way, thank you to the people who make 
the "things" happen.   For all of  your work, we are most 
grateful! 

      Upcoming events and 
reminders: 

• Thanksgiving Holiday 
Monday, November 19 
through Friday, November 
23 - No School

• Board Meeting Tuesday, 
November 27 at 6 p.m. in 
Board Room

• Finance Subcommittee 
Meeting Thursday, 
December 6 at 3:30 p.m. in 
Board Room

• Board Meeting Tuesday, 
December 11 at 6 p.m. in 
Board Room

Grateful

Every Corcoran Student Can Achieve!



Gratitude can transform common days into 
thanksgiving, turn routine jobs into joy, and change 

ordinary opportunities into blessings.
~William Arthur Ward

People who work in our school district have been great role models of  people who constantly serve 
and give to the people around them so the students in our school and community can grow to the 
excellence to which they are called.  I am convinced one of  the main ingredients to their successes 
is because of  their attitude: an attitude of  gratitude.   These are the people who focus on and 
appreciate what is right with our kids and what is right with our staff  and the many positive 
characteristics of  the Corcoran Community.   

There are so many right things about our District, we cannot help but appreciate and take pride 
in what our kids and staff  accomplish every day.  Our staff  is also wise enough to realize we would 
be foolish take for granted the many valuable and sometimes rare blessings we enjoy.  I am greatly 
thankful for that! 

Quotes and Proverbs

Star Students Recognized

Several students were recognized at the Board Meeting on Tuesday, November 13, 2018. 
Principals and teachers at each site are asked to pick one student to be chosen to be featured as the 
Star Student.  These student have demonstrated leadership in the classroom, made positive 
impact on others, and displayed initiative and integrity at school. Congratulations to our CUSD 
Star Students!

Pictured left to right: Aaleah Guzman, Evelyn Salas, Ashley Raya Jimenez, Brittany Lee, Luz Medina, Shaelynn Destinee 
Chambers, and Board President Bobby Toney.



Middle School teacher, Wendi Hulbert was honored among ten regional finalists for California 
League of  Schools (CLS) Middle School Educator of  the Year on November 8, 2018. 

The CLS Educator of  the Year award is given annually to California elementary, middle, and 
high school educators who exemplify educational excellence and have made significant efforts to 
implement elements of  educational reform. Up to ten finalists from each region are honored 
locally.  Nominees may be teachers, administrators, counselors, or other certificated personnel. 

Ms. Hulbert did an outstanding job in presenting a three minute speech to a room full of  
around 250 combined teachers and administrators.   She represented the Corcoran Unified 
School District staff  and community very well! 

Hulbert  CLS  Educator of the Year!

Wendi Hulbert with 
daughter Melissa (left)



What is your work history, including at CUSD? 
I taught for 5 years in Visalia working as an athletic director, P.E. teacher, 
and classroom teacher before coming to Corcoran. This is my 14th year 
teaching at John C. Fremont Elementary School in the third grade. Third 
grade is an extremely important grade and it is a pivotal year 
academically in the life of  students. I am very proud to be a third-grade 
teacher. It is a great honor to teach at Fremont and to work in Corcoran 
Unified School District. 

What is most rewarding to you when working with students or 
in your job? 
Most rewarding to me is when I have been teaching a concept for a long 
time and finally, I can see the look on my students' faces and that look in 
their eyes of  understanding. When my students understand, are successful, 
and are learning it brings me great joy and happiness. 

What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in your job? 
We are working on learning the complete multiplication table. We are working on informational 
writing. My students are working on improving their fluency scores. Main ideas and key details are 
areas we are continuing to work on and improve in for higher levels of  learning. 

Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? 
My mother for teaching us our values and passing on to us our Christian faith. I remember her helping 
me with homework and telling me how important school would be for my future. You were right mom. 
She taught me how to be kind to other people and help them when I can. 
  
Tell us a little about yourself: 
My wife Jessica and I have been happily married for 34 years. We have 
four children. I played football and tennis in high school. I enjoy 
watching MLB baseball and college football. Reading and writing are 
very important in my life. I enjoy learning new ideas. I love spending 
time with my family. 

If  the world were listening, what would you say? 
Treat people with respect and kindness. Use your knowledge and power 
to help other people. In this way, we make the world a better place. 
Every person is important and should be respected. Remember that our 
students are the future. Education should always be our top priority.

Caught in the Act

Bobby Wright 



Caught in the Act
What is your work history, including at 
CUSD? 
My first job was at the age of  14,  my aunt gave me the opportunity to work 
at her restaurant as the busgirl into the age of  18.  After that, I began 
working part-time jobs while I continued with my school.  I worked at 
Central Valley Meat and then as a cook at La Fuente market until I made 
my way to CUSD substituting as a paraprofessional.  After almost 2 years 
of  subbing, I was finally hired August of  this year. 
  
What is most rewarding to you when working with students or 
in your job? 
The most rewarding thing is working with students is watching their  
progress and seeing how happy they become when they finally understand 
the problem or question they have been working on. 

What special project(s) are you working on with the students or 
in your job? 
My students and I are working on a really fun project making handcrafted turkeys for the classroom. 
  
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? 
My biggest inspiration to this day it’s my father, he has taught me one of  the most important and 
valuable lessons in life which is never to give up, always follow your dreams, and work hard for what you 
want. 

Tell us a little about yourself: 
My name is Ruth Andrade I am the mother of  two children and six step children.  I am the wife to my 
loving husband of  9 years Juan Andrade. I was born in Guadalajara, Mexico but raised in San Diego 
California. I moved to the Valley when I was 14 years old to the small town 
of  Exeter California.  I then moved by myself  to Hanford.  I met my 
husband and moved here to Corcoran where I 
have been living for the past 8 years living my best 
life with my husband and kids.  I am doing what I 
love to do which is helping and working with kids. 

If  the world were listening, what would you 
say? 
If  the world were listening, I would say take care 
of  the Earth because this is the world your kids are 
going to live in the future, let’s make it a better 
place for them.

Ruth Andrade 



CHS to  IndieCade
High school students with the Games and 
Simulation pathway class attended an industry 
convention for Independent games developers  
on October 12 through October 13, 2018.  This 
event is called IndieCade and is held at the Santa 
Monica Community College's Center for Media 
and Design. 

This is the second year this class has attended 
IndieCade and with the previous year helping in 
Little Tokyo. This year celebrated many 
developers who have been making a name for 
themselves as well as offering our students the 
chance to play test games, interview the 
developers and get hands-on industry experience 
in prototyping and development. The students 
participated in three Flash Design Challenges 
where they made up games on the spot with a 

single type of  prop coming up with a game for 
Bouncy Balls, Marbles and Animal Masks. All of  the students had the chance to investigate and discover 
aspects of  Game Design for their own interests to a depth and specialization that we simply cannot cover in 
class.  

Mr. Hache says it has been a pleasure to open the doors to what is possible for 
the students, including how to get into a multi-billion-dollar industry with a 
laptop and free commercial grade software. He looks forward to taking his 
students once again, next year. 



On November 6, 2018, the Intro to 
Business students (pictured left) in Mr. 
Palazzo's Business pathway went to 
Universal Studios to collect Marketing 
research. First, they were given a behind 
the scenes technical tour. They were 
then given time to walk around the park 
to take pictures, notes, and draw 
sketches. The students then regrouped 
and used the research to create a project 
to market Universal Studios.  The 
groups created billboards, brochures 
and flyers.

Corcoran High School

Mr. Lerma's Education pathway class (pictured below) attended 
the TEACH 2018 conference on November 9, 2018, at West 
Hills Community College in Lemoore. The conference 
informed the students of  the many great careers in education 
that are available to them as well as the steps and resources to 
prepare them for a career in education. 
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A pprox imate l y 210 Jun io r s 
attended the Junior Ethics Seminar 
that was held on November 9, 
2018. Various businesses and 
organizations through out the 
Valley were in attendance.  The 
seminar teaches students ethical 
principals, morals, and how to 
make good choices.


