
Note Cards  

501. Supreme Court: River Bridge v. Warren Bridge 
1837 - Supreme Court ruled that a charter granted by a state to a company cannot work to 
the disadvantage of the public. The Charles River Bridge Company protested when the 
Warren Bridge Company was authorized in 1828 to build a free bridge where it had been 
chartered to operate a toll bridge in 1785. The court ruled that the Charles River 
Company was not granted a monopoly right in their charter, and the Warren Company 
could build its bridge. 

502. Supreme Court: Commonwealth v. Hunt 
1842 - Case heard by the Massachusetts supreme court. The case was the first judgement 
in the U.S. that recognized that the conspiracy law is inapplicable to unions and that 
strikes for a closed shop are legal. Also decided that unions are not responsible for the 
illegal acts of their members. 

503. Great American Desert 
Region between the Missouri River and the Rocky Mountains. Vast domain became 
accessible to Americans wishing to settle there. This region was called the "Great 
American Desert" in atlases published between 1820 and 1850, and many people were 
convinced this land was a Sahara habitable only to Indians. The phrase had been coined 
by Major Long during his exploration of the middle of the Louisiana Purchase region. 

504. Manifest Destiny 
Phrase commonly used in the 1840's and 1850's. It expressed the inevitableness of 
continued expansion of the U.S. to the Pacific. 

505. Horace Greeley (1811-1873) 
Founder and editor of the New York Tribune. He popularized the saying "Go west, young 
man." He said that people who were struggling in the East could make the fortunes by 
going west. 

506. Senator Thomas Hart Benton (1782-1858) 
A zealous supporter of western interests, he staunchly advocated government support of 
frontier exploration during his term in the Senate from 1820 - 1850. A senator from 
Missouri, but he opposed slavery. 

507. Stephen Austin (1793-1836) 
In 1822, Austin founded the first settlement of Americans in Texas. In 1833 he was sent 
by the colonists to negotiate with the Mexican government for Texan indedendence and 
was imprisoned in Mexico until 1835, when he returned to Texas and became the 
commander of the settlers’ army in the Texas Revolution. 

508. Texas War for Independence 
After a few skirmishes with Mexican soldiers in 1835, Texas leaders met and organized a 



temporary government. Texas troops initially seized San Antonio, but lost it after the 
massacre of the outpost garrisoning the Alamo. In respone, Texas issued a Declaration of 
Independence. Santa Ana tried to swiftly put down the rebellion, but Texan soldiers 
surprised him and his troops on April 21, 1836. They crushed his forces and captured him 
in the Battle of San Jacinto, and forced him to sign a treaty granting Texan independence. 
U.S. lent no aid. 

509. Santa Ana 
As dictator of Mexico, he led the attack on the Alamo in 1836. He was later defeated by 
Sam Houston at San Jacinto. 

510. Alamo 
A Spanish mission converted into a fort, it was besieged by Mexican troops in 1836. The 
Texas garrison held out for thirteen days, but in the final battle, all of the Texans were 
killed by the larger Mexican force. 

511. San Jacinto 
A surprise attack by Texas forces on Santa Ana's camp on April 21, 1836. Santa Ana's 
men were surprised and overrun in twenty minutes. Santa Ana was taken prisoner and 
signed an armistice securing Texas independence. Mexicans - 1,500 dead, 1,000 
captured. Texans - 4 dead. 

512. Sam Houston (1793-1863) 
Former Governor of Tennessee and an adopted member of the Cherokee Indian tribe, 
Houston settled in Texas after being sent there by Pres. Jackson to negotiate with the 
local Indians. Appointed commander of the Texas army in 1835, he led them to victory at 
San Jacinto, where they were outnumbered 2 to 1. He was President of the Republic of 
Texas (1836-1838 & 1841-1845) and advocated Texas joining the Union in 1845. He 
later served as U.S. Senator and Governor of Texas, but was removed from the 
governorship in 1861 for refusing to ratify Texas joining the Confederacy. 

513. Republic of Texas 
Created March, 1836 but not recognized until the next month after the battle of San 
Jacinto. Its second president attempted to establish a sound government and develop 
relations with England and France. However, rapidly rising public debt, internal conflicts 
and renewed threats from Mexico led Texas to join the U.S. in 1845. 

514. Annexation of Texas, Joint Resolution under President Tyler 
U.S. made Texas a state in 1845. Joint resolution - both houses of Congress supported 
annexation under Tyler, and he signed the bill shortly before leaving office. 

515. Election of 1844: Candidates 
James K. Polk - Democrat. Henry Clay - Whig. James G. Birney - Liberty Party. 



516. Election of 1844: Issues 
Manifest Destiny Issues: The annexation of Texas and the reoccupation of Oregon. Tariff 
reform. 

517. Election of 1844: Third party's impact 
Third party's impact was significant. James G. Birney drew enough votes away from Clay 
to give Polk New York, and thus the election. 

518. Election 1844: Liberty Party 
The first abolitionist party - believed in ending slavery. 

519. Reoccupation of Texas and reannexation of Oregon 
Texas was annexed by Polk in 1845. Oregon was explored by Lewis and Clark from 1804 
to 1806 and American fur traders set up there, but during the War of 1812, the British 
essentially took control of Oregon and held it jointly with the U.S. The land was returned 
to the U.S. with the Oregon Treaty of 1846, supported by Polk. 

520. 54º40' or Fight! 
An aggressive slogan adopted in the Oregon boundary dispute, a dispute over where the 
border between Canada and Oregon should be drawn. This was also Polk's slogan - the 
Democrats wanted the U.S. border drawn at the 54º40' latitude. Polk settled for the 49º 
latitude in 1846.  

521. James K. Polk 
President known for promoting Manifest Destiny. 

522. Slidell mission to Mexico 
Appointed minister to Mexico in 1845, John Slidell went to Mexico to pay for disputed 
Texas and California land. But the Mexican government was still angry about the 
annexation of Texas and refused to talk to him. 

523. Rio Grande, Nueces River, disputed territory 
Texas claimed its southern border was the Rio Grande; Mexico wanted the border drawn 
at the Nueces River, about 100 miles noth of the Rio Gannde. U.S. and Mexico agreed 
not to send troops into the disputed territory between the two rivers, but President Polk 
later reneged on the agreement. 

524. General Zachary Taylor 
Commander of the Army of Occupation on the Texas border. On President Polk’s orders, 
he took the Army into the disputed territory between the Nueces and Rio Grnade Rivers 
and built a fort on the north bank of the Rio Grande River. When the Mexican Army tried 
to capture the fort, Taylor’s forces engaged in is a series of engagements that led to the 
Mexican War. His victories in the war and defeat of Santa Ana made him a national hero. 

525. Mexican War: causes, results 
Causes: annexation of Texas, diplomatic ineptness of U.S./Mexican relations in the 



1840's and particularly the provocation of U.S. troops on the Rio Grande. The first half of 
the war was fought in northern Mexico near the Texas border, with the U.S. Army led by 
Zachary Taylor. The second half of the war was fought in central Mexico after U.S. 
troops seized the port of Veracruz, with the Army being led by Winfield Scott. Results: 
U.S. captured Mexico City, Zachary Taylor was elected president, Santa Ana abdicated, 
and Mexico ceded large parts of the West, including New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, 
Arizona, Nevada and California, to the U.S. 

526. Spot Resolutions 
Congressman Abraham Lincoln supported a proposition to find the exact spot where 
American troops were fired upon, suspecting that they had illegally crossed into Mexican 
territory. 

527. Stephen Kearny 
Commander of the Army of the West in the Mexican War, marched all the way to 
California, securing New Mexico. 

528. John C. Fremont 
Civil governor of California, led the Army exploration to help Kearny. Heard that a war 
with Mexico was coming, thought he could take California by himself before the war 
began and become a hero. He failed, so he joined forces with Kearny. 

529. General Winfield Scott 
Led the U.S. forces' march on Mexico City during the Mexican War. He took the city and 
ended the war. 

530. Nicholas Trist 
Sent as a special envoy by President Polk to Mexico City in 1847 to negotiate an end to 
the Mexican War. 

531. Treaty of Guadelupe Hildago provisions 
This treaty required Mexico to cede the American Southwest, including New Mexico, 
Colorado, Utah, Arizona, Nevada and California, to the U.S. U.S. gave Mexico $15 
million in exchange, so that it would not look like conquest. 

532. All Mexico Movement 
Benito Juarez overthrew Mexican dictator Santa Ana. Mexico began blocking American 
immigration (Mexico for Mexicans only). 

533. Mexican Cession 
Some of Mexico's territory was added to the U.S. after the Mexican War: Arizona, New 
Mexico, California, Utah, Nevada & Colorado. (Treaty of Guadelupe Hildago) 

534. Webster-Ashburton Treaty 
1842 - Established Maine's northern border and the boundaries of the Great Lake states. 



535. Carolina and Creole Affairs 
A group of Canadian malcontents determined to free Canada from British rule made 
looting forays into Canada from an island being supplied by a ship from Carolina. The 
Canadians burned the vessel and killed an American on board. The Creole Affair 
involved slaves who mutinied and killed a crewman, then sailed to the Bahamas, where 
the British let them all go. The U.S. wanted the slaves back, but Britain refused. The ship 
stolen by the slaves was the Creole. 

536. Aroostook War 
Maine lumberjacks camped along the Aroostook Rive in Maine in 1839 tried to oust 
Canadian rivals. Militia were called in from both sides until the Webster Ashburn - 
Treaty was signed. Took place in disputed territory. 

537. John Jacob Astor (1763-1848) 
His American fur company (est. 1808) rapidly became the dominant fur trading company 
in America. Helped finance the War of 1812. First millionaire in America (in cash, not 
land). 

538. Oregon Fever 
1842 - Many Eastern and Midwestern farmers and city dwellers were dissatisfied with 
their lives and began moving up the Oregon trail to the Willamette Valley. This free land 
was widely publicized. 

539. Willamette Valley 
The spot where many settlers travelling along the Oregon trailed stopped. 

540. Oregon Territory 
The territory comprised what arenow the states of Oregon and Washington, and portions 
of what became British Columbia, Canada. This land was claimed by both the U.S. and 
Britain and was held jointly under the Convention of 1818. 

541. 49th Parallel 
The Oregon Treaty of 1846 established an U.S./Canadian (British) border along this 
parallel. The boundary along the 49th parallel extended from the Rocky Mountains to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

542. Election of 1848: Cass, Taylor 
Zachary Taylor - Whig. Lewis Cass - Democrat. Martin Van Buren - Free Soil Party 
(Oregon issues). Taylor side-stepped the issue of slavery and allowed his military 
reputation to gain him victory. Cass advocated states' rights in the slavery issue. Free Soil 
Party wanted no slavery in Oregon. 

543. Wilmot Proviso 
When President Polk submitted his Appropriations Bill of 1846 requesting Congress' 
approval of the $2 million indemnity to be paid to Mexico under the Treaty of Guadelupe 
Hidalgo, Pennsylvania Representative David Wilmot attached a rider which would have 



barred slavery from the territory acquired. The South hated the Wilmot Proviso and a 
new Appropriations Bill was introduced in 1847 without the Proviso. It provoked one of 
the first debates on slavery at the federal level, and the principles of the Proviso became 
the core of the Free Soil, and later the Republican, Party. 

544. Gadsen Purchase 
1853 - After the Treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgowas signed, the U.S. realized that it had 
accidentally left portions of the southwestern stagecoach routes to California as part of 
Mexico. James Gadsen, the U.S. Minister to Mexico, was instructed by President Pierce 
to draw up a treaty that would provide for the purchase of the territory through which the 
stage lines ran, along which the U.S. hoped to also eventually build a southern 
continental railroad. This territory makes up the southern parts of Arizona and New 
Mexico. 

545. Hegemony 
Domination or leadership - especially the predominant influence of one state over others. 
Northern states seemed to be dominating Southern states.  

546. "Transportation Revolution" 
By the 1850s railroad transportation was fairly cheap and widespread. It allowed goods to 
be moved in large quantities over long distances, and it reduced travel time. This linked 
cities' economies together. 

547. Commonwealth v. Hunt 
1842 - Case heard by the Massachusetts supreme court. The case was the first judgement 
in the U.S. that recognized that the conspiracy law is inapplicable to unions and that 
strikes for a closed shop are legal. Also decided that unions are not responsible for the 
illegal acts of their members. 

548. Boston Associates 
The Boston Associates were a group of Boston businessmen who built the first power 
loom. In 1814 in Waltham, Massachusetts, they opened a factory run by Lowell. Their 
factory made cloth so cheaply that women began to buy it rather than make it themselves. 

549. Lowell Factory 
Francis Cabot Lowell established a factory in 1814 at Waltham, Massachusetts. It was the 
first factory in the world to manufacture cotton cloth by power machinery in a building. 

550. Factory girls 
Lowell opened a chaperoned boarding house for the girls who worked in his factory. He 
hired girls because they could do the job as well as men (in textiles, sometimes better), 
and he didn't have to pay them as much. He hired only unmarried women because they 
needed the money and would not be distracted from their work by domestic duties. 
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