
Note Cards  

351. Embargo of 1807, opposition 
This act issued by Jefferson forbade American trading ships from leaving the U.S. It was 
meant to force Britain and France to change their policies towards neutral vessels by 
depriving them of American trade. It was difficult to enforce because it was opposed by 
merchants and everyone else whose livelihood depended upon international trade. It also 
hurt the national economy, so it was replaced by the Non-Intercourse Act. 

352. Non-Intercourse Act 
1809 - Replaced the Embargo of 1807. Unlike the Embargo, which forbade American 
trade with all foreign nations, this act only forbade trade with France and Britain. It did 
not succeed in changing British or French policy towards neutral ships, so it was replaced 
by Macon’s Bill No. 2. 

353. Erskine Agreement 
1809 - The U.S. offered to cease all trade with France and resume trade with Britain if the 
British would stop the impressment of American sailors. The British did not agree to this, 
so this proposal never went into effect. 

354. Macon’s Bill No. 2 
1810 - Forbade trade with Britain and France, but offered to resume trade with whichever 
nation lifted its neutral trading restrictions first. France quickly changed its policies 
against neutral vessels, so the U.S. resumed trade with France, but not Britain. 

355. Tecumseh (1763-1813) 
A Shawnee chief who, along with his brother, Tenskwatawa, a religious leader known as 
The Prophet, worked to unite the Northwestern Indian tribes. The league of tribes was 
defeated by an American army led by William Henry Harrison at the Battle of 
Tippecanoe in 1811. Tecumseh was killed fighting for the British during the War of 1812 
at the Battle of the Thames in 1813. 

356. War Hawks 
Western settlers who advocated war with Britain because they hoped to aquire Britain’s 
northwest posts (and also Florida or even Canada) and because they felt the British were 
aiding the Indians and encouraging them to attack the Americans on the frontier. In 
Congress, the War Hawks were Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun. 

357. Causes of the War of 1812 
These included: British impressment of sailors, British seizure of neutral American 
trading ships, and the reasons given by the War Hawks (the British were inciting the 
Indians on the frontier to attack the Americans, and the war would allow the U.S. to seize 
the northwest posts, Florida, and possibly Canada). 



358. Why war against Britain rather than against France? 
Britain practiced impressment and was believed to be supplying weapons to the Indians 
on the frontier and encouraging them to attack the U.S. Also, Britain held land near the 
U.S. which the Americans hoped to acquire, and a war with Britain would allow the U.S. 
to seize Florida from Britain’s ally Spain. Although France had also seized American 
ships, France had agreed to lift its neutral trading restrictions, and the U.S. had resumed 
trade with France. 

359. Federalist opposition to the War of 1812 
The Federalist party was mainly composed of New England merchants, who wanted good 
relations with Britain and free trade. New England merchants met at the Hartford 
Convention in protest of the war and the U.S. government’s restrictions on trade. 

360. Naval engagements in the War of 1812 
The U.S. navy won some important battles on the Great Lakes but failed to break the 
British blockade of the U.S. 

361. Fort McHenry, Francis Scott Key, "Star Spangled Banner" 
Francis Scott Key saw Fort McHenry hold out during the night against a British attack. 
He wrote the poem "Star Spangled Banner" about the experience of seeing the U.S. flag 
still flying above the fort in the morning, and the poem was later set to the tune of an old 
English bar song. 

362. Events of the War of 1812: Perry, Lake Erie, D.C., New Orleans 
Oliver Perry led a 1813 naval victory against the British on Lake Erie. Washington D.C. 
was captured and burned by the British in 1814. The Battle of New Orleans was a great 
victory for the U.S. in January, 1815, but it took place two weeks after the signing of the 
Treaty of Ghent had ended the war. 

363. Jackson’s victory at New Orleans 
January, 1815 - A large British invasion force was repelled by Andrew Jackson’s troops 
at New Orleans. Jackson had been given the details of the British army’s battle plans by 
the French pirate, Jean Laffite. About 2500 British soldiers were killed or captured, while 
in the American army only 8 men were killed. Neither side knew that the Treaty of Ghent 
had ended the War of 1812 two weeks before the battle. This victory inspired American 
nationalism. 

364. New England’s merchants, critics of the War of 1812, Essex Junto 
New England’s merchants opposed the War of 1812 because it cut off trade with Great 
Britain. Critics of the war were mainly Federalists who represented New England. The 
Essex Junto was a group of extreme Federalists led by Aaron Burr who advocated New 
England’s secession from the U.S. 

365. Hartford Convention, resolution 
December 1814 - A convention of New England merchants who opposed the Embargo 
and other trade restriction, and the War of 1812. They proposed some Amendments to the 



Constitution and advocated the right of states to nullify federal laws. They also discussed 
the idea of seceding from the U.S. if their desires were ignored. The Hartford Convention 
turned public sentiment against the Federalists and led to the demise of the party. 

366. Treaty negotiators: John Quincy Adams, Albert Gallatin, Henry Clay 
These three were among the American delegation which negotiated the Treaty of Ghent. 

367. Treaty of Ghent, provisions 
December 24, 1814 - Ended the War of 1812 and restored the status quo. For the most 
part, territory captured in the war was returned to the original owner. It also set up a 
commission to determine the disputed Canada/U.S. border. 

368. Neutral rights issues end with the defeat of Napoleon 
Napoleon’s defeat ended the war between Britain and France, and thus ended the need for 
restrictions on neutral trading. 

369. War of 1812 increased nationalism and economic independence 
The U.S.’s success in the War of 1812 gave Americans a feeling of national pride. The 
War of 1812 had cut off America’s access to British manufactured goods and forced the 
U.S. to develop the means to produce those goods on its own. 

370. Second bank of the U.S., a reversal of Jeffersonian ideas 
As a Republican, Jefferson opposed the National Bank. The Second Bank of the U.S. was 
established in 1816 and was given more authority than the First Bank of the U.S. Bank 
loans were used to finance the American industrial revolution in the period after the War 
of 1812. 

371. Tariff of 1816 -- Protective 
This protective tariff helped American industry by raising the prices of British 
manufactured goods, which were often cheaper and of higher quality than those produced 
in the U.S. 

372. Bonus Bill veto 
March, 1817 - Madison vetoed John C. Calhoun’s Bonus Bill, which would have used the 
bonus money paid to the government by the Second National Bank to build roads and 
canals. Madison believed in strict interpretation, and using federal money for internal 
improvements is not a power granted to the federal government in the Constitution. 

373. Rush-Bagot Treaty, Great Lakes 
1817 - This treaty between the U.S. and Great Britain (which controlled Canada) 
provided for the mutual disarmament of the Great Lakes. This was later expanded into an 
unarmed Canada/U.S. border. 

374. Convention of 1818 
Set the border between the U.S. and Canada at the 49th parallel (or latitude). Also 
affirmed U.S. rights to fisheries along Newfoundland and Labrador. 



375. Panic of 1819 
A natural post-war depression caused by overproduction and the reduced demand for 
goods after the war. However, it was generally blamed on the National Bank. 

376. West Florida, 1810 
The U.S. wanted this region, which now forms the southern parts of the states of 
Alabama and Mississippi, because it bordered the Mississippi River. The U.S. seized 
West Florida after an uprising by American settlers in the region. 

377. Jackson in Florida 
1817 - The Seminole Indians in Florida, encouraged by the Spanish, launched a series of 
raids into the U.S. President J. Q. Adams ordered Andrew Jackson, whose troops were on 
the U.S./Florida border, to seize Spanish forts in northern Florida. Jackson’s successful 
attacks convinced the Spanish that they could not defend Florida against the U.S. 

378. Purchase of Florida 
1819 - Under the Adams-Onis Treaty, Spain sold Florida to the U.S., and the U.S. gave 
up its claims to Texas. 

379. Transcontinental Treaty (Adams-Onis Treaty) 
Spain gave up Florida to the U.S. and the U.S./Mexico border was set so that Texas and 
the American Southwest would be part of Mexico. 

380. Quadruple Alliance, Holy Alliance 
The Quadruple Alliance was signed by Austria, Britain, Prussia, and Russia in 1815. The 
Holy Alliance signed by all European rulers except the Pope, the king of England, and 
the sultan of Turkey. It was meant to unite Europe, preserve peace, and spread 
Christianity. 

381. George Canning (1770-1829) 
Led the House of Commons in Parliament. Cut Great Britain from the Holy Alliance in 
1823. First leader to recognize the independence of the Spanish colonies in America and 
support the Monroe Doctrine, which helped restore good relations between the U.S. and 
Great Britain. 

382. Monroe Doctrine: origins, provisions, impact 
1823 - Declared that Europe should not interfere in the affairs of the Western Hemisphere 
and that any attempt at interference by a European power would be seen as a threat to the 
U.S. It also declared that a New World colony which has gained independence may not 
be recolonized by Europe. (It was written at a time when many South American nations 
were gaining independence). Only England, in particular George Canning, supported the 
Monroe Doctrine. Mostly just a show of nationalism, the doctrine had no major impact 
until later in the 1800s. 

383. Era of Good Feelings 
A name for President Monroe’s two terms, a period of strong nationalism, economic 



growth, and territorial expansion. Since the Federalist party dissolved after the War of 
1812, there was only one political party and no partisan conflicts. 

384. Chief Justice John Marshall: decision 
Justice Marshall was a Federalist whose decisions on the U.S. Supreme Court promoted 
federal power over state power and established the judiciary as a branch of government 
equal to the legislative and executive. In Marbury v. Madison he established the Supreme 
Court’s power of judicial review, which allows the Supreme Court to declare laws 
unconstitutional. 

385. Missouri: Tallmadge Amendment, Thomas Amendment 
When Missouri applied for statehood, there was a dispute over whether it would be 
admitted as a slave state or a free state. The Tallmadge Amendment was a bill which 
would have admitted Missouri with its existing slave population, but would forbid the 
introduction of additional slaves and free all slave children at age 25. The Thomas 
Amendment was a bill which would have admitted Missouri as a slave state but forbid 
slavery north of the 36°30" latitude in the Louisiana Purchase region. Neither bill was put 
into effect. 

386. Missouri Compromise, provisions 
Admitted Missouri as a slave state and at the same time admitted Maine as a free state. 
Declared that all territory north of the 36°30" latitude would become free states, and all 
territory south of that latitude would become slave states. 

387. Growth of industry in New England, textiles 
The industrial revolution had occurred in England in the 1700s, but it was not until the 
period industrial growth after the War of 1812 that the U.S. began to manufacture goods 
with the aid of factories and machines. New England, rather than the South, emerged as a 
manufacturing center because New England had many rivers to supply water power, plus 
a better system of roads and canals. The first major industry in New England was textiles. 

388. Samuel Slater (1768-1835) 
When he emigrated from England to America in the 1790s, he brought with him the plans 
to an English factory. With these plans, he helped build the first factory in America. 

389. Robert Fulton, Clermont 
A famous inventor, Robert Fulton designed and built America’s first steamboat, the 
Clermont in 1807. He also built the Nautilus, the first practical submarine. 

390. Eli Whitney: cotton gin (short for "engine") 
1798 - He developed the cotton gin, a machine which could separate cotton form its 
seeds. This invention made cotton a profitable crop of great value to the Southern 
economy. It also reinforced the importance of slavery in the economy of the South. 

391. Interchangeable parts 
1799-1800 - Eli Whitney developed a manufacturing system which uses standardized 



parts which are all identical and thus, interchangeable. Before this, each part of a given 
device had been designed only for that one device; if a single piece of the device broke, it 
was difficult or impossible to replace. With standardized parts, it was easy to get a 
replacement part from the manufacturer. Whitney first put used standardized parts to 
make muskets for the U.S. government. 

392. Boston Associates, Lowell, Massachusetts 
The Boston Associates were a group of Boston businessmen who built the first power 
loom. In 1814 in Waltham, Massachusetts, they opened a factory run by Lowell. Their 
factory made cloth so cheaply that women began to buy it rather than make it themselves. 

393. Daniel Webster (1782-1852) 
A great American orator. He gave several important speeches, first as a lawyer, then as a 
Congressman. He was a major representative of the North in pre-Civil War Senate 
debates, just as Sen. John C. Calhoun was the representative of the South in that time. 

394. National Road (also called Cumberland Road) 
The first highway built by the federal government. Constructed during 1825-1850, it 
stretched from Pennsylvania to Illinois. It was a major overland shipping route and an 
important connection between the North and the West. 

395. Internal improvements 
The program for building roads, canals, bridges, and railroads in and between the states. 
There was a dispute over whether the federal government should fund internal 
improvements, since it was not specifically given that power by the Constitution. 

396. Erie Canal, Dewitt Clinton 
1825 - The Erie canal was opened as a toll waterway connecting New York to the Great 
Lakes. The canal was approved in 1817 with the support of New York’s Governor, 
Dewitt Clinton. Along with the Cumberland Road, it helped connect the North and the 
West. 

397. New states, 1815-1840 
The government tried to maintain a balance between slave states and free states. The new 
states admitted were: Indiana (1816, free), Mississippi (1817, slave), Illinois (1818, free), 
Alabama (1819, slave), Maine (1820, free), Missouri (1821, slave), Arkansas (1836, 
slave), and Michigan (1837, free). 

398. Federal government’s land policy: 1796, 1800, 1804, 1820 
In 1796, land was sold in 640-acre tracts or more for no less than $2 per acre. In 1800, the 
minimum lot size was reduced to 320 acres. In 1804, the minimum lot size was 160 acres, 
and the minimum price $1.64 per acre. In 1804, the minimum lot size was 80 acres, and 
the minimum price $1.25 per acre. 



399. New England’s opposition to cheap land 
New England was opposed to the federal government’s liberal land policy because they 
did not feel that their region was benefitting from the money made off the land sales. 

400. John Quincy Adams as Sec. of State: Florida, Monroe Doctrine 
He served under president Monroe. In 1819, he drew up the Adams-Onis Treaty in which 
Spain gave the U.S. Florida in exchange for the U.S. dropping its claims to Texas. The 
Monroe Doctrine was mostly Adams’ work. 
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