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Class of 2020 Graduation Week Festivities 

May 14th - May 21st 
 
Graduating Seniors and Parents,  
 

We want to begin by congratulating all of the graduates for this huge milestone you have 
worked nearly your entire lives for! None of us could have imagined an ending quite like this, but 
certainly none of us will forget an ending like this either. Thank you all for your patience and 
understanding during this time -- we hope that the plans presented in this letter can give each graduate 
the celebratory exit that they deserve. These plans were all designed through the input from seniors, 
parents, community members and staff, and will adhere to state guidelines while still providing the 
same opportunities and traditions that previous graduates have received ... AND MORE!  
 

● Wednesday, May 13th at 12:00PM - Senior Grades Due 
● Thursday, May 14th 

o 10:00AM - 11:00AM: “Cougar Excellence” Awards Assembly (Facebook LIVE) 
o 8:20PM: Senior Stadium Lights / Hatch Toyota Car Giveaway for the top 10%  (Facebook 

LIVE) 
● Friday, May 15th 

o 7:30PM: Senior Slideshow Presentation (Facebook/Instagram) 
o 8:20PM: Grad Night Prize Drawings (Facebook LIVE) 

● Monday, May 18th 
o 8:00AM - 9:00AM: Drive-thru Senior Breakfast (by gym exit doors) 
o 8:20PM: Grad Night Prize Drawings (Facebook LIVE) 

● Tuesday, May 19th 
o 11:00AM - 1:00PM: Drive-thru Concrete Signing (drive to old bus loop via the student 

parking lot to await your turn) 
▪ A - B: 11:00 - 11:15 am  

▪ C - D: 11:15 - 11:30 am  

▪ E - G: 11:30 - 11:45 am  

▪ H - J: 11:45 - 12:00 pm  

▪ K - L: 12:00 - 12:15 pm  

▪ M - O: 12:15 - 12:30 pm  

▪ P - S: 12:30 - 12:45 pm  

▪ T - Z: 12:45 - 1:00 pm 

o 8:20PM: Grad Night Prize Drawings (Facebook LIVE) 

● Wednesday, May 20th 

o 10:00AM - 2:00PM: Formal Cap & Gown Photo opportunity (SLHS Foyer) 

o 7:10PM - 7:25PM: Senior Sunset (in vehicles along Cougar Lane) 

o 8:20PM: Grad Night Prize Drawings (Facebook LIVE) 



 
● Thursday, May 21st - Graduation Ceremonies  

o 5:15 PM: Graduates and as many friends/family that fit in their single vehicle gather at 
the TBA location (possibly old K-Mart or NPC). Graduates come dressed in your 
cap/gown and decorate your vehicle as much as you can! 

o 5:30 PM: Graduates follow SLPD onto the Deuce of Clubs, north onto central, west onto 
Old Linden Rd, and into the SLHS student parking lot. 

o 6:00 - 7:30 PM: Commencement Ceremony broadcast.  
 

Graduation Ceremony Details 
The ceremonies altogether have been designed to maintain normal graduation traditions while 

upholding the COVID-19 guidelines in an ever-changing, never certain environment. Although we 
understand the reconstructed graduation plans will never make up for all that has been lost for this 
senior class, we are confident that it will be a night to remember -- full of unique experiences and 
traditional experiences alike.  

 
To replace the traditional walk-in entrance, we will be holding a “drive in” entrance. Graduates 

are encouraged to decorate their vehicles top to bottom and should (legally) fit as many friends and 
family in the vehicle as possible to experience the night together. Upon entrance into the student 
parking lot, graduates will be “checked in” and will receive a card to fill out necessary information for 
name announcement and diploma delivery. Only vehicles containing a graduate will be permitted into 
the SLHS student parking lot area. (Information regarding additional “tickets” for parking in nearby 
district locations will become available shortly.) 
 

The stage will be arranged in front of the football ticket booth, and the graduates will park in the 
north-facing spaces to view the live ceremony. In addition, the entire ceremony will be broadcast 
through radio and video so graduates in the parking lot and anyone from the comfort of their own 
homes may listen to and/or watch the ceremony on their personal device. The ceremony will include 
live speeches from administration, student leadership, the salutatorian and valedictorian as well as 
pre-recorded videos. Best of all, the ceremony will conclude with the graduates hearing their name 
called and walking across the stage to receive their diploma (sleeves)!! 

 
A staff member will personally go vehicle-to-vehicle and release a few graduates at a time to 

queue up to walk across the stage. Once they approach the stage, they will hand their information card 
to the name reader and walk across the stage when their name is called. A professional photographer 
will be present to take photos available for purchase, but unlike years past, we will not be allowing any 
friends/family to exit their vehicles to take pictures near the stage of the graduates. Formal cap/gown 
pictures may be taken on Thursday, May 20th from 10am - 2pm in the SLHS foyer for those interested. 
After walking across the stage, we ask the graduates to immediately return to their vehicle and enjoy a 
gift from the Grad Night committee in their sleeve -- diplomas will be mailed out later. After each 
graduate has walked, all graduates will be asked to step out in front of their vehicles for the conclusion 
and cap tossing!  
 

We ask that all attendees abide by the state mandated restrictions at the time of graduation, 
and are respectful to the graduates, SLHS staff, and all other attendees by remaining in their vehicles 
at all times during the ceremony (except for the opportunities listed above for graduates to exit the 
vehicle).  
 
Thank you and Congratulations 2020 Graduates,  
Ben Marchant -- SLHS Principal  


