
October 4, 2016 
 
Dear Students and Families, 
  

Due to the switch in our math curriculum from ALEKS to IXL occurring so late in the summer, we 
in the math department have been in the process of quickly learning the ins and outs of this new program.  I 
believe the system I am now using will give me the feedback needed and will allow your student to 
experience greater success in his/her math class here at BHS.  This letter explains the grading system used 
by all of the math teachers, as well as the test and quiz options in my class for your son/daughter.     
 

 The grades are based on weighted categories:   
60% = Tests 
25% = Quizzes 
15% = IXL homework, binders, other homework options 

 
Tests: All students have a second opportunity to take a unit test.  To take advantage of this 2nd 

opportunity, students are required to fill out a “Request to Retest” form and retake the test 
within 8 school days of getting the first test back.  Your son/daughter must show that 
he/she has taken extra time to study and better understand the material before I will allow 
them to retest.   

 
Quizzes: Students may be allowed to retake a quiz as many times as they choose to get the score that 

they want.  These quiz re-takes MUST BE COMPLETED before the day of the Unit Test.   
 
IXL: In my classes, I am utilizing the IXL program as a homework and assessment tool.  Students 

are given time in class to work on the assignment.  They also have time to work during their 
Advisory classes.  For those without internet access at home, teachers do stay after school 
for students who need to complete their work.  The student needs to make arrangements 
with a teacher, and not just assume that the teacher is available.     

 
 The students have 2 attempts to earn their homework grade.  If they do not score a high 

enough Smart Score on their first attempt, they are welcome to re-do the assignment.  It is 
the student’s responsibility to inform me of the Smart Score improvement.  The grades that 
go into Skyward are based on the following Smart Score percentages: 

 
  

IXL Smart Score 
Skyward Homework 

Grade 
90-100% 10.5 
85-89% 10 
80-84% 9 
75-79% 8 
70-74% 7 
65-69% 6 
60-64% 5 

59% and below 0 
 



  
 
I welcome any questions that you may have.  Feel free to call or e-mail me at any time.  If I am 

unable to answer a question, I will direct you to the person who can! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Dawn Werner 
dwerner@blackfordschools.org 348-7560 ext. 2218 


