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GRADE 3 FOCUSED ON
THE DEVELOPMENT OF
TEAMBUILDING.
Mr. Johnson, our new 3rd
Grade teacher, is focused in
on the development of
“Teambuilding”. He is
integrating an activity to have
the students work collectively
together constructing their
model ships, cars, and planes.
Organized teamwork will
have a great payoff for the
rest of the year and in the
future years to come.

September 2019

SCHOOL OFF TO A SUCCESSFUL START
August 6th was the beginning of the new school year and it appears the school
is off to a good start. The teachers have provided their students with
formative assessments which have included the STAR Reading and Math
benchmarks and the DIBELS test. Using student performance data will
allow for staff to provide appropriate targeted intervention to support the
student’s efforts in the classroom. As we move into this Labor Day weekend
it is important to ensure students are staying on top of their academics.
Student academic performance has a strong relationship with school
involvement. We ask parents to ensure homework is a priority and ample
time is dedicated at night.

WHY READ 30 MINUTES A DAY?
*If daily reading begins in infancy, by the time the child is five years old, he
or she has been fed roughly 900 hours of brain food!
*Reduce that experience to just 30 minutes a week and the child’s hungry
mind will lose 770 hour of nursery rhymes, fairy tales, and stories.
*A kindergarten student who has not been read aloud to could enter school
with less than 60 hours of literacy nutrition. No teacher, no matter how
talented, can make up for those lost hours of mental nourishment.
*Therefore… 30 minutes daily – 900 hours/30 minutes weekly=130
hours/Less than 30 minutes weekly=60 hours

Now you understand why reading daily is so important. Here are some ideas
• Have family night reading
• Reading before video games because “B” for books comes before “V”
for video in the alphabet
• Have your child read to you while you are cooking
• Have your child read to you while you are doing the dishes after a
meal
• It is great to just shut off the television for 20-30 minutes for and
read, then share what you learned
• Read the same book as your child and then discuss what happened
and how you were feeling as you experienced the story
• Have your child read on your way to run errands or on the way to school
• Have a big brother/sister read to a little brother/sister or to the dog or the hamster or their favorite stuffed animal
• Always read before giving your child a good night kiss.
There
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to squeeze 30 minutes in a busy schedule. Whatever you do, squeeze them in-it is vital for your
Tap here
add a ways
caption
child’s success!

“Decisions become easy when the focus is on student opportunities”
STUDENT COUNCIL CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS
The Student Council elections process is beginning at the school. Applications were submitted on August 22nd. This year
students in Grades 7th & 8th can run for President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer. Students in Grade 6 are
eligible to run for the new Events Coordinator position. There
will be a Room Representative from each grade. The election
process requires students to gather signatures and to sign an
agreement that ensures appropriate representation for the
school. Elections will be conducted on September 5th.
Regardless of the election outcomes, it is important that all
students fully understand the value to step forward and take
the initiative to be a leader. This value far exceeds many school
experiences and will have a lasting impact on communities and our nations. Good luck to all
those running for one of the offices.

SCHOOL LETTER GRADE UPDATE
This is the time of year that Arizona schools receive their annual letter grade. The school has been a “B” school for several
years. Our goal is to attain that “A” school label. We realize there will always be work ahead in ongoing school
improvement but our combination of students, staff and community puts us in a great position to achieve and maintain
this label. We look forward to the issuance of this years letter grades.

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS AND SCHOOL DAILY SCHEDULE HAS BEEN MODIFIED
Teaching Assignments
Mrs. Ruskin
Kindergarten
Ms. Perry
First Grade
Mrs. Ross
Second Grade
Mr. Johnson
Third Grade
Ms. Sedano
Fourth Grade
Ms. Hefner
Fifth – Sixth Grade
Mr. Trad
Seventh-Eigth Grade
Mrs. Spear
Special Education

Daily Schedule
Breakfast
7:40 am – 8:00 am
Class Begins
8:00 am
School Ends (M-Th) 3:15 pm (all grade levels)
Athletics (Volleyball) 3:20 pm – 4:40 pm (M-Thur)

PTSA BEGINS THE YEAR WITH FIRST MEETING AND FIRST FUNDRAISER
PTSA, The Parent Teacher Student Association, recently held its first meeting of the year. This meeting discussed the
many initiatives that they will be taking on this year. Up first is the annual Date Creek Apple Festival activities. These
activities include harvesting apples, pealing apples, making apple pies and eventually baking the pies. If you are interested
in helping PTSA pick apples for the apple pies please meet Lucy Thompson at the school parking lot
at 7:00 am on Saturday, August 31st. If you need additional information please contact Lucy
Thompson at (602) 292-1674. The Sunday pie making activity begins at 9:00 am and concludes
around 2:00 pm. This is open to all family members of our students. PTSA truly needs a lot help as
this is a labor entensive event. This fundraiser raises money for a variety of school field trips as well
as other activities/events. The work of PTSA is amazing and it is a great way to support the efforts
of the school. PTSA meets every third Monday of month at the school at 5:00 pm.

UPCOMING ORAL HEALTH PRESENTATIONS
On Thursday, September 12 @ 10:00 am the 2nd and 6th grade classes will be provided a
Oral health Screening presentation by Jiny Decker. These students will be provided
handouts and consent forms to have teeth sealing by the representativves conducted at
the school. Being proactive in taking advantage of oral screenings and subsequent
treatment options is a great step for ensuring proper health in the future. We are hoping a
great number of students take advantage of this opportunity.

SCHOOL WELCOMES NEW STAFF MEMBERS
The school would like to formally introduce you to several of its new staff
members. Pictured are Timberly Murphy, Paraprofessional for Pod A and
Amy Potter, Food Service Manager. In additon, the school has now
brought in Heather Berger, the Pod B Paraprofessional. This will bring the
school to full staff and thus will be providing full services to the students.
Both Timberly and Amy bring a wealth of
experience from previous work in school and
educational systems. Please support us in
acknowledging all our new staff and the work they
do for the school and it’s students.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Gage Freels was recognized as Student of the Month for the month of July. Gage was invited
to participate in the US Kds Golf Championships held at Pinehurst
Coutry Clu Auguste 1-3. Gage got to compete agains 150 other kids in
his division . Gage is noted for being one of the top golfers for his age
in Arizona. We are so proud of Gage and his accomplishemnts. For
the month of August we would like to recognize Keaton Anderson and
Aubree Johnson. Both Keaton and Aubree are being recognized for
their positive leadership that they depict at the school.
Congratulations to all three of these students.

TEACHERS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY, AUGUST 23RD
With the design of the new Four Day School Week our teachers now have dedicated
Professional Development days. August 23rd was the first of four designed PD
opportunities for our teachers. Conni Starks, Renaissance Professional Development
Coach, provided our teachers with a reiview of STAR Assessment Data Analysis. Our
staff reviewed current student benchmark performance to better understand how the
students are performing to specific Arizona state standards. This understanding will
allow students to review various concepts and to provide specific targeted
intervention to those students needing support. This reinforcement should close the
achievement gap between our students. The focus on improving reading
comprehension and fluency will provide a foundation for greater success to our studnets.

LIFELINE AMBULANCE DONATES AED MACHINE TO SCHOOL
On August 21st the school recived a donated AED (Automatic Electronic Defibrillator) from Lifeline Ambulane. The
school is very greatful for the efforts of Mr. Scott Keilman who took took the initiative work with his parent company in
making this happen. Most schools in Arizona as well as most social organization
have possession of an AED Machine. Hopefully we will never have to use this
machine, but the reality is we have prepared ourselves to successfully save the life of
a Morristown school attendee. We are greatly appreciative of this donation. We
have taken great strides to make our school a safer environment this past year.
Pictured at the left are Mr. Scott Keilman, Dr. Greg Sackos, Travis Bostic and Fiona
Smith.

FOOD SERVICE INFORMATION ON NO COST MEALS
Children need healthy meals to learn. Parents/guardians should be aware that Morristown Elementary School District #75
will be participating in the National School Lunch Program and/or the School Breakfast Program. As part of this program,
Morristown Elementary School implementing Special Assistance Programs will offer healthy meals every school day at NO
COST to the students due to the implementation of the Community Eligibility Provision 3 for school year 2019-2020. Students
will be able to participate in these meal programs without having to pay a fee or submit a household application. We fully
encourage you and your child to take full advantage of this. More information on website and on last page of newsletter.

COMMUNICATION THROUGH SCHOOLS WEBSITE
These next couple of weeks prior to school starting will be filled with very important information. This includes more
information on the daily schedule of the school, program offerings, transportation routes/times, and other aspects relating
to school operations. We encourage you to consistently review the schools website as this venue will be most current with
aspects relating to the school operations. The school’s website is www.morristowneld75.org

FALL SPORTS CAMPAIGN
The Volleyball season has begun, and students are practicing for the upcoming games. Ms. Perry returns as the head
coach and will be assisted by Tori Wimberly. The program will allow for studnets in grades 5-8 to represent our school
against other teams in the Central Mountain League. We encourage our fans to review the schedule below, and on our
website https://www.morristowneld75.org/Special_Programs , and to come attend the games this year…. “Go Mustangs”

SELECT STUDENTS TO ATTEND DIAMONDBACK VS REDS GAME
With the gracious donation from the Wickenburg Conservation Foundation select students from
Morristown Elementary School will be provided the opportunity to attend the September 13th game
as the Arizona Diamondback host the Cincinnati Reds. Tickets and Bonus Bucks are being
provided by the Wickenburg group. This opportunity is including elementary students from
Nadaburg and Wickenburg. Baseball has a long tradition in American sports history and this
opportunity will be a first for many of the students who get to attend the game.

STUDENTS STRIVE WITH ACCELERATED READER
This year we are focused in on the improvement of our reading skills for our students. One
platform is the use of Accelerated Reader. This month we would like to recognize David Oskin,
Raelene Williams, and Daniel Casillas for their outstanding work in reading the AR books and
taking the appropriate quizzes.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS TEXTBOOK ADOPTION PROCESS
The school is looking to update the Language Arts curriculum. On their recent Professional Developemt day our teachers
took time to review two textbook series from textbook vendors. This review process is open to the public as well.
Updating our Language Arts program is well needed and will ensure our students are exposed to the most recent changes
relating to Arizona K-8 academic standards.

MARICOPA COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OFFICE DONATES ROBOTIC PROGRAM
This year the school received a STEM related program from the Maricopa County School’s
Superintendent Office. The MacRO robotic program will provide an
opportunity for our 8th grade students to work hands on with the
making and programing of a robotic vehicle simulation. Mr. Trad is
anxiously looking forward on how to immerse this into the Science
curriculum of the program.

Upcoming Events
August 26th
August 30th
August 31th
September 5th
September 7th & 8th
September 8th
September 9th
September 9th
September 12th
Septemer 13th
September 16th
September 28th
October 2nd

Student Council candidates timeline to begin poster display
Apple pickening event at Date Creek Ranch
Apple pealing and apple pie assembly at Morristown Elementary School 9:00 am
Student Council Speeches and Elections
Date Creek Apple Festival
PTSA Car Wash Fundraiser at site to be determined (TBA)
Wickenburg Elks Club Dictionay Donation to Grade 3 Students Wickenburg Elks Club
Regular Montly Meeting Governing Board 6:00 pm
Studenet Council first meeting
Select Students to Arizona Diamondback Game curtosy of Wickenburg Conservation Foundation
(4:00 pm)
PTSA Montly Meeting at 5:00 pm
PTSA/8th Grade Car Wash Fundraiser at Tasy Freeze at Wickenburg
Student Picture Day with Lifetouch Photography
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Morristown	
  Elementary	
  School	
  Parent/Guardian:	
  
Children	
  need	
  healthy	
  meals	
  to	
  learn.	
  Morristown	
  Elementary	
  School	
  #75	
  will	
  be	
  participating	
  in	
  the	
  
National	
  School	
  Lunch	
  Program	
  and/or	
  the	
  School	
  Breakfast	
  Program.	
  As	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  program,	
  Morristown	
  
Elementary	
  School	
  implementing	
  Special	
  Assistance	
  Programs	
  will	
  offer	
  healthy	
  meals	
  every	
  school	
  day	
  at	
  
NO	
  COST	
  to	
  the	
  students	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  Community	
  Eligibility	
  Provision	
  3	
  for	
  school	
  year	
  
2019-‐2020.	
  Students	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  these	
  meal	
  programs	
  without	
  having	
  to	
  pay	
  a	
  fee	
  or	
  
submit	
  a	
  household	
  application.	
  	
  	
  
No	
  further	
  action	
  is	
  required	
  of	
  you.	
  Your	
  child(ren)	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  these	
  meal	
  programs	
  
without	
  having	
  to	
  pay	
  a	
  fee	
  or	
  submit	
  an	
  	
  application.	
  
My	
  family	
  needs	
  more	
  help.	
  Are	
  there	
  other	
  programs	
  we	
  might	
  apply	
  for?	
  To	
  find	
  out	
  how	
  to	
  apply	
  
for	
  Supplemental	
  Nutrition	
  Assistance	
  Programs	
  or	
  other	
  assistance	
  benefits,	
  contact	
  your	
  local	
  
assistance	
  office	
  or	
  call	
  1-‐855-‐432-‐7587.	
  	
  
	
   	
  
If	
  you	
  have	
  other	
  questions	
  or	
  need	
  help,	
  call	
  the	
  school	
  at	
  623-‐546-‐5100	
  .	
  
Sincerely,	
  	
  

	
  
Dr.	
  Gregory	
  T.	
  Sackos	
  
Superintendent	
  

