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SCHOOL LETTER GRADE UPDATE 

On November 1, the Arizona State Board of Education released letter grades 

for Arizona public schools.  Morristown Elementary received a “D” Label.  

The purpose of this process is to identify those schools that demonstrate 

expected results on the state assessments.  These assessments are the 

AZMERIT Test and the AIMS Science Test.  This year the AZMERIT test will 

be changing its name but the content of the assessment will be the same as in 

past years.  The school stakeholders are working extensively to improve on 

this performance.  This year there have been aspects to Tier II and Tier III 

intervention for our students.  This includes the hiring of a Reading 

Interventionist and the utilization of the highly successful 95 Percent which 

will build on students reading comprehension.  The school will also be 

implementing an After-School Tutoring program for identified students.  We 

are very fortunate to have dedicated paraprofessionals whose role will be to 

support the role of the teacher in the classroom.   The school recently sent a 

team to the Arizona Department of Education addressing the School 

Improvement Process.  Through the Comprehensive Needs Assessment, the 

stakeholders are conducting a Root Cause Analysis for last years unexpected 

performance on the state assessments.  I want to acknowledge that we have a 

very safe and supportive school and from the Governing Board down to the 

individual classrooms will do our best to ensure vast improvement of our 

students’ performance on these state assessments.  The goal is to 

demonstrate that we are an “A” school.  This will be accomplished with 

collective work from all the stakeholders from Morristown Elementary 

School.  An update to the Governing Board will take place at the December 

9th Governing Board meeting.  The meeting begins at 6:00 pm. 

UPCOMING WINTER PERFORMANCE 

The school’s annual Winter Performance is scheduled for December 16th.  

This production will take place on a single night and will include all our K-8 

students.  As in the past years the performance offers a dinner hosted by 

PTSA.  The dinner will start at 5:00 pm  and the performance is scheduled to 

begin at 6:00 pm.   Traditionally this has been a two-day performance. The 

opportunity to take in both events on a single night will be very rewarding.  

We expect a very large turnout so please plan ahead.  PTSA does a tremendous job  with the dinner and we encourage you 

to come early for this dinner.  Our students and teachers have been working extremly hard to for this production. 

 

“Thank you every who serves our school… our community… and nation” 

Of Special Note:  It is this time of 

year that our local support groups 

provide gifts and funds to some of 

our families in need.  I want to say 

“Thank You” to these service 

agencies and organizations.  Their 

efforts truly impact various 

families and thus they should be 

acknowledged for their efforts.  

 

Arizona Tax Credit Info: 

As we move into December we can 

anticipate the start of a new tax 

season.  We encourage our famiies 

to take full advantage of the 

Arizona Tax Credit  program.  

More info at the end of the 

newletter.     
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VETERANS DAY LUNCHEON 

In conjunction to Veterans Day the school hosted a lunch to Veterans in the Morristown area.  

As a prelude to the luncheon current and past service men came to the school and spent time 

talking to our youth.  We want to thank the 

following guest speakers:  Mr. J.C. Campbell, 

Mr. Michael Trad, and the service men from 

Luke Air Force Base. The students got to hear 

about the different roles these individuals 

currently play or performed in the past.  It is 

amazing to hear the behind the scenes work 

that takes place to ensure the aspect of 

democracy stays in tack and to preserve the 

spirit of our nation.   

 

 

 

 

    

 

VOLLEYBALL CONCLUDES SEASON 

Our boys and girls volleyball teams recently concluded their season with the Central Mountain League Volleyball 

Tournament.  Though the teams did not capture a championship, or end up in the final games, they played to their best 

extent possible and represented themselves and the school very well. Both squads played several hard fought matches.  We 

want to thank all the athletes that made the commitment to their respective teams.  We appreciate the support of our 

parents many of which made it to the tournament to support the players.  We need to acknowledge the commitment of Ms. 

Perry and Ms. Wimberly the coaches for this years program.  They both put in a great amount of time in their role to work 

with the students and to attend all the games and practices.     

WICKENBURG LIGHT PARADE  

The 23rd Annual Parade of Lights will take place Friday, December 13th in 

Wickenburg. Morristown Elementary School will have a float entry in this 

parade.  This is one of the best winter parades in Arizona.  Because of this time 

of year the parade can be a little chilly.  We encourge your participation and 

would remind you in advance to dress a little extra-warm for the event. 

WICKENBURG KIWANIS POSTER & DESERT CABALLEROS 

POETRY WINNERS   

Congratulations go out to Ralene Williams (Grade 3) and Heather Walter (Grade 4) who both 

qualified to move forward with their posters they submitted to the Wickenburg Elks Lodge 

during Red Ribbon Week.  Both posters focus on the goal of making a good decision not using 

drugs due to the risk of causing bodily harm.  Best of luck to these two representatives of the 

school and hopefully they can qualify to the next level.  We would also like to recognize 

Bradford Layton (Grade 5) and Reagyn Smith (Grade 7) for their 3rd Place finishes in the 

recent Desert Caballeros poetry contest.  There were over 100 poems from 13 different schools 



in this years contest. As part of the Cowboy Christmas Poetry Gathering these students have been invited to the Museum’s 

Learning Center to recite their poems Saturday, December 7th @ 1:00 pm.    

 

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON  

We appreciate the great turnout out  our annual Thanksgiving Luncheon.  Kudos to Mrs. Amy Potter, 

our Food Service Manager, and all those other folks that helped her put on the school’s Thanksgiving 

Feast.  The turnout of our parents and families was amazing.  

We know this was just a warm-up to each of our families 

Thanksgiving celebration so hopefully 

everyone had a chance to spend time 

with family and friends.  Thankgiving is a segway into 

December and we all should be “thankful” for the postive 

things that are happening in each of our lives. 

 
 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS AND SUPPORT STAFF  

On November 22nd, the teachers and paraprofessionals took part in a Professional Development Day.  The school brought 

in Kathy Toodgood to support in the training for the need for Phoenics awareness and how to implement the 95 Percent 

program.  Increasing phoenics awareness school wide will impact reading fluency and reading comprehension.  Both of 

these are foundational pieces to support student literacy in 

the area of reading.  We have begun implementation of the 

95 Percent program.  As students improve their reading 

skills they will read for both enjoyment and knowledge.  We 

look forward to the ongoing support of our families to 

incorporate reading opportunities at home and most 

specifically spending time reading with their child daily.   

Taking ten minutes a night reading with a child will have 

such a great impact in the futre. 

 

 

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH FOR SEPTEMBER 

The school would like to acknowledge both Logan Villarreal (Kindergarten) and Reagyn Smith (7th Grader) as the school’s 

Students of the Month for this past November.  Both students bring a positive work ethic and a huge smile to their class 

every day.  Mrs. Ruskin notes that Logan is so supportive of her classmates and is very respective in all areas of the 

classroom. Mr. Trad notes that Reagyn is very focused in her efforts as a student and also supports her classmates to the 

fullest.   

BASKETBALL SEASON UNDERWAY 

The Morristown Elementary school’s basketball program has begun its season.  The program will be under the leadership 

of Head Coach Lindsey Fortkamp and Assistant Coach Jennifer Ross.  The team has been working on their skills and are 

improving daily.  The first home game is Wednesday, December 5th.  Please take a moment to come to the school and/or 

support an upcoming away game.  Our fans will be amazed with the brand of basketball the Central Mountain League has 

and more importantly on the style of play they will see with this year’s boys and girls Mustang teams. 

ELKS CLUB HOOP SHOOT FINALIST  

The following students were the top performers in their respective age group at the recent Elks Hoop Shoot.  These 

students get the opportunity to compete against other school winners at the next go around taking place this December 7th 

at Wickenburg. 

Ages 8 & 9          Richard Ennefer                               None 

Ages 10 & 11 Ulises Sanchez                              Haley Hernandez Traber 

Ages 12 & 13       Luis Carrasco              Reagyn Smith 



WICKENBURG CULTURAL ORGANIZATION HOSTS NORTH PHOENIX SYNPHONY 

On November 26th, the school was invited to the Del Webb Center to watch the North Phoenix Symphony perform.  This 

event was sponsored by the Wickenburg Cultural Organization.  

The premise of this year’s performance was aligned to movie 

theme songs.  The opportunity to watch these musicians and to 

listen to classical theme songs was very rewarding. Morristown 

Elementary School’s very own Savannah Dimmitt (8th Grader) 

was chosen to be “the conductor of the day” and was provided an 

opportunity to lead the symphony through a performance.   

PROGRESS MONITORING OUR STUDENTS  

As we enter December the teachers will be giving the students the mid-year formative assessments.  These formative 

assessments include the STAR Reading & Mathematics tests, and the DIBELS assessment systems.  Both assessments 

systems will provide valuable data to your child’s teacher as well as you and your child.  This data will highlight the 

development and progress of your child. In addition, the results will provide feedback to our teachers on areas of strengths 

and areas needing reinforcement in the classroom.  The school is working hard to ensure grade level standards are being 

delivered in the classrooms.  These standards are then measured through our formative assessment tools.  In the spring, 

the school will be administering the AZM2 (AzMerit) and AIMS Science exams.  Our goal is to perform at the highest level 

possible and to reduce the number of students minimally proficient while increasing the number of students proficient.  

These state tests best guide your child in where they are with the other students in the same grade within Arizona.    

 Upcoming Events 
   
Dec 4th  Basketball Home vs Aguila (4:00 pm) 
Dec 5th   Basketball at Canon (3:30 pm) 
Dec 9th  Regulard Governing Board Meeting (6:00 pm) 
Dec 18th School’s Winter Performance/PTSA Dinner (5:00 pm) 
Dec 20th Winter Recess Begins  
Jan 6th               School Resumes 3rd Quarter Begins 
Jan 9th                2nd Quarter Awards Ceremony (10:15 am) 
Jan 13th              Regular Govnering Board Meeting (6:00 pm) 
Jan 20th Martin Luther King Day (No School) 
 
 

                                                         
 
  

 

  



 

  



 

 



 


