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SCHOOL CLOSURE FOR REST OF 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR 

On Monday, March 30, Governor Ducey announced that all Arizona schools 

will be closed for the rest of the 2019-20 school year.  These actions, a result of 

measure addressing COVID 19, are paramount and have a lasting impact on 

the all areas of society but especially to the education arena.  

More details to Governor Ducey’s press release can be found at   

https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/03/governor-ducey-

superintendent-hoffman-announce-extension-school-closures 

 

SUPERINTENDENT MESSAGE 

Parents and students, I am hoping that all is going well despite these current 

issues that our state, nation, and world are facing.  The impact of COVID 19 on 

is nation are paramount.  I share with you the great work the schools across 

Arizona are doing for their students.  Morristown teachers and staff have been 

working diligently to address the first weeks of closure and are working to 

continue educational offerings to their students through the end of the year.   

Seeing the resiliency of the school with respect to providing educational 

opportunities, as well as, to continue food service with breakfast and lunch 

bags is heartwarming.  It is important to note that schools across Arizona are 

very diversified and each vary in their own ways.  We as a small, rural, school 

district can do things that other large metropolitan distracts cannot.  I appreciate the feedback, and the understanding 

from the many parents that I have personally spoken with.  We will soon overcome these current situations and our goal is 

to maximize all opportunities during the current closure. We understand there are individual challenges and it is best that 

you communicate directly with your teacher and or with me personally.  Being a small school allows for this immediate 

communication.  As parents/guardians it is important that you support the current measures we are in.  Please continue to 

support both Social Distancing and the recent Stay at Home measures the best you can as this will reduce the spread of 

COVID 19.  It is also very important that you support your child’s efforts with the educational opportunities that are being 

provided by our teachers.  It is important the all students are active with their assignments and lessons.  Students, parents, 

and teachers working together can support ongoing academic development. 

 

Special Note:  We are supporting Social Distancing to the best we can.  For District related matters please call the school 

directly instead of coming by the school.  These measures are for all parties involved. 

MORRISTOWN FOOD SERVICE DEPARTMENT SUPPORTING AREA YOUTH 
Due to school closure the Summer Food Service Progam (SFSP) is being offered to all school’s.  Morristown Elementary is 

one of several schools participating in this program.  Resulting from school closures from COVID 19 , SFSP is allowing 

Check school’s webiste for COVID-19 info: 

• Breakfast & Lunch Distribution 

• School Closure Update 

• Teacher Webpages with Info 

• Teacher Email Addresses 

 

The school is enforcing Social Distancing to 

the fullest.  If coming to the school to drop off 

or pick up homework packets please do so at 

the cart located out in front of the office.  

Office visits are restricted.  If you need 

information and/or support please call the 

front office directly.  If needed leave a 

message and the school will return your call 

as soon as possilbe. 
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schools to provide to students both breakfast and lunch Grab & Go Bags.  These 

distributions are taking place Monday thru Thursday which are aligned to school 

instructional days.  The school took advantage of this opportunity and is utilizing 

trasportation pickup sites as designate SFSP locaton sites.  This effort has shown a 

significant  number of youth under 18 coming out and attaing these Grab & Go 

Breakfast/Lunch bags.  The school has seen a continuous increas in numbers of area 

youth picking up a Grab & Go bag.  We are now delivering over 200 bags per day.    

Kudos go out to the Amy Potter (Food Service Manager) and her team memers Christy 

Turrell, Richard Flores, and Michelle Torres.  These indiviudal are putting together these bags daily and distrubting them 

along the bus routes.   We also want to say “Thank you” to the students committing to being at the food distribution site. 

 

 

TEACHERS REACH INTO THEIR TOOL BAGS TO DELIVER ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES 
Arizona teachers have been tasked with the delivering of academic opportunites for students remotley.  School districts 

across Arizona have looked at many different ways to deliver these lessons.  Our teachers,  with 

support from their paraprofessionals, have delivered lessons both 

“online” and with hard copy resources that are being picked up and 

returned to parents every week.  This hybrid “on line” design is proving 

pretty effective considering the short time teachers had to in order to get 

up and running.  The pictures to the left shows Mr. Trad working online 

with his 7th and 8th grade students.  This is one example of a “virtual” 

classroom that many teachers across Arizona are putting into place.  We 

have deployed several Chromebooks to those students needing technolgy 

in the home.  We want to acknowledge the work of our teachers as well as 

the commitment of our students and their parents as we continue to develop our “online” lessons.   

 

MORRISTOWN ELEMENTARY WELCOMES ITS NEW COUNSELOR  
The school would like to welcome its new  counselor to its staff.  Mrs. Angie Valerou-Cooper officially joined the school on 

April 1st.  This poistion is a result of the school being awarded a School Safety Grant from the Arizona Department of 

Education.  This grant is for three years and allows for a full time counselor at the school through 

the 2022-23 school year.  Mrs. Cooper has spent many years in the classroom as a middle school 

mathematics teacher and is changing fields and moving into counseling.  This position will focus 

on both the areas of academics and social-emotional supports for students.  Though the school is 

in closure Mrs. Cooper is spending time getting settled in, meeting the stakeholders surrounding 

the school, and prepareing for full implementation for the upcoming 2020-21 school year.  

 

 

 

  

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

The school would like to acknowledge both Zaya Smith (Kindergarten) and Kaylee Watson 

(Grade 6) as the school’s April Students of the Month.  Ms. Ruskin notes that Zaya is a hard 

worker and a good friend to her classmates.  Her classmates enjoy 

working and playing with her.  Zaya is always helpful and 

cooperative.  She is caring, sensitive, and has a good sense of 

humor.  Ms. Hefner notes that Kaylee has great school spirit.  

Besides being a great student Kaylee stay invovled in here school.  

She plays sports and is on the Student Council.  Kaylee sincerely 

cares for her classmates and is always ready to set in and help 

others. 

 

  
 



 

 

 

ANNUAL PARENT SURVEY 

Each year the school conducts a Parent Survey.  In past years this survey has been provided as a hard copy to parents at 

Parent Conferences.  This year the survey will be administered electronically.  There will be two separate electronic 

surveys.  The results from the survey allows parents to provide feedback to the school.  Findings from the survey will assist 

the school as it designs its Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Integrated Action Plan.  The surveys will be brief, and 

we truly encourage “all” parents to take a moment and provide us with their feedback.  Results will support the school with 

data surrounding areas of strengths and those areas needing improvement. 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 
The Morristown Elementary School will conduct its regularly scheduled board meeting for Monday, April 13th at  6:00 pm.  

The meeting will support Social Distancing and limit the number of attending the meeting on site.  The meeting will be 

broadcast over social media and allow those interested to watch.  Public comment will still be on the agenda and be read 

into the meeting.  For those wanting to submit a Public Comment must get a written submission into the school one hour 

prior to the meeting.  More information will be on the board agenda that will be posted in advance of the board meeting. 

ACTIVITIES POSTPONED AND OR CANCELLED 

With the conclusion of Spring Break, we were scheduled for our Parent/Teacher 

conferences and our 3rd Quarter Awards Ceremony.  These activities, as well as, future 

events are cancelled/postponed until further notice.  Our focus now is supporting national 

efforts in limiting and slowing down the spread of COVID-19.  This has the highest priority 

and as a school we will resume future events if the situation provides us an opportunity.  

This includes end of year activities such as Kindergarten graduation and 8th Grade 

promotion.   All of this is contingent on recommendations from the state and other 

authorities surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic.  For now, Morristown Elementary 

School is in School Closure till the end of the school year.  All school related activities are 

currently cancelled. 

 
 Upcoming Events 
   
All school activities are postponed until further notice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We All Can Help 

 

Slowing and limiting the spread of COVID-19 is a responsibility of all our stakeholders.  Please refence the following 

page on some simple steps individuals can take.  We encourage everyone to follow the “Stay at Home” mandate from the 

governor and to put into practice “Social Distancing”.  Spending time as a family and incorporating healthy lifestyles can 

have a positive impact for all individuals. 

  



 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


