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JOIN US IN-PERSON OR VIRTUALLY
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
• Rural district, building, and teacher leaders 

• Business, civic, and community leaders 

• State department of education leaders 

• Local, state, and national boards of education leaders 

• Established collaboratives/networks of education, business, and 
community organizations 

• Economic development leaders and venture capitalists 

• Rural and non-rural education associations 

• Philanthropic organizations 

• Leaders from institutes of higher education 

• Others interested in strengthening rural education, economic/workforce 
development, and civic/community engagement efforts

The National Forum to Advance Rural Education is one of the country’s leading 
rural education conferences. The event is designed to create an environment 
for collaboration and innovation with a diverse community of attendees from 
across the United States. 

Join us for the opportunity to discover and experience the latest rural 
innovations, best practices, research, and more. 

A HYBRID EVENT
The 2023 National Forum to Advance Rural Education will be hybrid again 
this year. A hybrid event allows attendees and presenters to select the format 
that works best for them. 

VIRTUAL 
ATTENDEES 
Join us virtually 
and watch and 

engage from your office 
or at home. You’ll have 
the opportunity to join us 
for livestreamed general 
sessions and access to 50+ 
on-demand sessions. 

    IN-PERSON 
ATTENDEES 
Join us for inspiring 
keynotes, high-

quality professional learning, 
and networking with experts 
and practitioners from around 
the country—all in-person in 
Chattanooga. In-person  
attendees also have access to all 
on-demand sessions. 
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WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT

This year’s event will 
explore the six themes  
of NREA’s Rural  
Research Agenda

Designed in Collaboration with 
NREA’s Research and Higher 
Education Committee

2 days of  
in-person learning

Learning sessions  
(live and pre-recorded)

Access to  
on-demand learning

Inspiring keynotes  
& speakers

Networking  
opportunities

Opportunity to earn  
contact hours

150+

SHOWCASE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1–4 P.M.
RAISING RURAL: POLICY, PRACTICE, AND RESEARCH SHOWCASE

The National Rural Education Association is proud to present a new  
showcase event to share components of NREA’s rural research agenda 
and highlight impactful programs in education and our communities. 
Here’s what you can expect:

• Engaging panel discussion with rural researchers

• 8 learning sessions (choose 2)

• Hear from leading research and policy advisors and practitioners leading 
change in their communities

REGISTER EARLY! SPACE IS LIMITED TO 250 ATTENDEES FOR  
THIS EVENT.

WELCOME PARTY
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 4:30–6 P.M.

Join us on Wednesday evening to grab your registration materials, have a 
few snacks and drinks, listen to music, connect with exhibitors, and meet 
other conference attendees! Experience the fun, energy, and excitement 
before the official conference begins.

NEW FOR 2023!
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GENERAL SESSIONS 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
GENERAL SESSION: PERSPECTIVES ON A FAIR CHANCE AT A GOOD 
RURAL LIFE

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16
KEYNOTE: DR. JOE SANFELIPPO

Superintendent, Fall Creek School District, Fall Creek, WI

Under Dr. Sanfelippo’s leadership, the Fall Creek School District 
was named an Innovative District in 2016 and 2017 by the 

International Center for Leadership in Education. Joe has authored 
multiple books, including the best-selling, Hacking Leadership: 10 

Ways Great Leaders Inspire Learning That Teachers, Students, and 
Parents Love and his latest, Lead From Where You Are: Building Intention, 
Connection, and Direction in Our Schools. He was selected as 1 of 117 Future 
Ready Superintendents in 2014 and 1 of 50 superintendents as a Personalized 
Learning Leader by the U.S. Department of Education in 2016. Education Dive 
named Joe their National Superintendent of the Year in 2019. 

GENERAL SESSION: REPORT LAUNCH & INTERACTIVE PRESENTATION 
WHY RURAL MATTERS: MAKING REPORT DATA APPLICABLE & ACTIONABLE

Join the National Rural Education 
Association, in partnership with the Rural 

School and Community Trust for the launch of the Why Rural Matters: 2023 
report. The 2023 edition is the 10th in a series of reports analyzing the 
contexts and conditions of rural education in each of the 50 states and calling 
attention to the need for policymakers to address rural education issues 
in their respective states. Over its 20-year history, the report has provided 
guidance and direction to policymakers, practitioners, and researchers. Join 
this interactive general session to learn more about the report, key findings, 
state-by-state dashboard, and how you can make the report data applicable 
and actionable in your own state.

PANELISTS

SWEENEY 
WINDCHIEF

Associate Professor  
in Education,  

Montana State University

SHENEKA 
WILLIAMS

Professor & Chairperson,  
Department of Educational 
Administration, Michigan 

State University

JEFF  
CARLSON

Advisor, 
T-Mobile Education Team

KEYNOTE: HAMISH BREWER
Speaker, Best-selling Author, Transformational Change  
Catalyst, and Business Consultant 

Hamish is a powerful and positive disruptor who transcends the 
status quo and typical norms in leadership and education. Mr. 

Brewer is a globally recognized advocate who built his reputation on 
results and performance, becoming affectionately known as the 

relentless, tattooed skateboarding principal with his galvanizing message to, “be 
relentless” and his high-octane delivery style. Mr. Brewer served as an award-
winning principal at the secondary and elementary school levels. Under his 
leadership, his elementary school was recognized as a Nationally Distinguished 
Title 1 School, and Hamish has since gone on to turn around one of the toughest 
middle schools in the state of Virginia. Hamish is also the best-selling author of, 
Relentless: Disrupting The Educational Norm.



Learn more at www.nrea.net/Convention_and_Research
#RuralEdForum 

NATIONAL FORUM TO
ADVANCE RURAL EDUCATIONREGISTER NOW  •  November 16-17, 2023  •  Chattanooga Marriott Downtown, Chattanooga, TN

SCHEDULE & REGISTRATION
SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 
SHOWCASE  •  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
12–1 p.m. Registration & Refreshments
1–2:30 p.m. General Session
2:40–3:10 p.m. Learning Sessions
3:20–3:50 p.m. Learning Sessions
3:50–4 p.m. Closing 
4:30–6 p.m. Early Registration & 2023 Welcome Party

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16
7:30–8:30 a.m. Registration & Breakfast
8:30–10 a.m. Welcome & Opening Remarks 
 Keynote: Dr. Joe Sanfelippo 
10:15–11:15 a.m. Learning Sessions
11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Learning Sessions
12:30-1 p.m. Lunch
1–2:30 p.m. General Session: Awards & Rural Teacher of the Year 
 Keynote: Why Rural Matters Report Launch & Panel
2:45–3:45 p.m. Learning Sessions
4-5 p.m. Learning Sessions
5-6:30 p.m. In-person Attendee Reception & NREA Silent Auction

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
7:30–8:30 a.m. Registration & Breakfast

8:30–9:45 a.m. Welcome Remarks 
 General Session: Perspectives on a Fair Chance  
 at a Good Rural Life Panel

10–11 a.m. Learning Sessions

11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Learning Sessions

12:15-12:45 p.m. Lunch

12:45–2 p.m. Keynote: Hamish Brewer 

 Closing Remarks 

Note: All times are Eastern Standard Time (EST). Times are subject to change.

REGISTRATION  — Register by: November 3  
SHOWCASE ATTENDEE, NOVEMBER 15 $100          
IN-PERSON ATTENDEE, NOVEMBER 16-17 $400
Includes morning/afternoon refreshments and lunch, and access to all  
in-person and on-demand sessions until December 31, 2023 

VIRTUAL ATTENDEE $200

Learn more and register at https://www.nrea.net/Convention_and_Research

HOTEL
CHATTANOOGA MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN
Two Cartner Plaza, Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 756-0002
Event Rate: $119/night + taxes  •  Reserve at: 
www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1683030203665&key=GRP

CANCELLATION POLICY
All changes, substitutions, and cancellations must be made in writing by 
emailing nfare@nrea.site. Refunds will only be given for cancellations received 
in writing at least 10 days prior to the event date (by November 6, 2023). 
Cancellations received after November 6, 2023 will receive a refund less a 
50 percent fee to cover administrative costs. No refunds will be given for “no 
shows.” In the event that in-person gatherings become impossible due to 
federal, state, or local mandates or regulations, “In-Person” registrations will 
automatically become “Virtual” registrations and the difference in registration 
fees will be refunded to the registrant by the Organizer. Voluntary changes 
from in-person to virtual attendance must also be made by November 6. 
Alternatively, registrants may cancel per the cancellation policy outlined above. 

QUESTIONS? 
Contact the event team at nfare@nrea.site.

https://www.nrea.net/Convention_and_Research 
https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1683030203665&key=GRP 
mailto:nfare%40nrea.site?subject=
mailto:nfare%40nrea.site?subject=
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EXPERIENCE CHATTANOOGA
Known as the Scenic City because of its surrounding mountains, ridges, and valleys, Chattanooga has something to offer everyone. Whether you’re a fan of 
MoonPies and Coca-Cola, a history buff, a lover of the great outdoors, or someone who likes trying local restaurants and bars, you can find it here. 

Take time away from the conference by experiencing all that Chattanooga has to offer, including these nearby attractions:

RUBY FALLS
Ruby Falls is the tallest and deepest underground waterfall open to the public in the United States. A guided cave tour that is sure to add 
to your Instagram photo collection. 

INCLINE RAILROAD
Come and board the steepest incline railroad in the United States. Surrounded by the historic St. Elmo neighborhood, it is a great place 
to spend the evening and take a walk for some Clumpie’s Ice Cream after the journey. 

ROCK CITY
The world-famous Rock City with a panoramic view of seven states, as well as sporting beautiful gardens and a swinging bridge. There is 
even a Starbucks right across the street for a relaxing coffee when you have completed your tour. 

TENNESSEE AQUARIUM
The Tennessee Aquarium is located just minutes from the Marriot Convention Center and can be accessed by the free trolly that will drop 
you right at the main doors. The aquarium is right on the waterfront, so it is a great place to spend a relaxing evening after a long day at 
the conference. 

HUNTER ART MUSEUM
The Hunter Art Museum is close to the famous Chattanooga walking bridge and the Lookouts Baseball Stadium. It boasts a permanent 
art collection as well as special collections throughout the year and is a must-see attraction while visiting the Chattanooga area.

To learn more, visit https://www.visitchattanooga.com/plan/visitor-center/. 

https://www.visitchattanooga.com/plan/visitor-center/
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HOSTED BY
NATIONAL RURAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (NREA) is the voice of all rural schools 
and rural communities across the United States. NREA was originally founded as the 
Department of Rural Education in 1907. It is the oldest established national organization 
of its kind in the United States. Through the years it has evolved as a strong and 
respected organization of rural school administrators, teachers, board members, regional 

service agency personnel, researchers, business and industry representatives, and others interested in 
maintaining the vitality of rural school systems across the country. Learn more at nrea.net.

THE RURAL SCHOOLS COLLABORATIVE is a national nonprofit launched in 2015 
to build sustainable rural communities. With a keen focus on place, teachers, and 
philanthropy, RSC’s mission is realized through a number of concerted efforts, 
including the I Am A Rural Teacher Project, Rural Teacher Corps, Grants in Place, and 
Impact Philanthropy. RSC is powered by a small, dedicated staff and board, as well as 
Regional Hub Partnerships. Learn more at ruralschoolscollaborative.org.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TENNESSEE RURAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (TNREA) is committed to helping strengthen 
and transform rural education in the state of Tennessee.  Successful rural schools play a vital 
role in the economic development of Tennessee’s communities. Helping students access 

opportunities to prepare them for college and careers can attract jobs regionally and statewide. By doing  
this, rural schools can create a talent pipeline for current students to stay in their communities and be 
tomorrow’s teachers and leaders. Bottom line: when rural students are successful, we all benefit. Learn more 
at tnrea.org. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT CHATTANOOGA is a national model for 
metropolitan universities. In collaboration with our many regional partners, 

we offer an experiential learning environment with outstanding teaching scholars in bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctoral programs. UTC’s vision, mission and values are centered on engaging students, inspiring change and 
enriching our community. Learn more at utc.edu. 

“This is the most down to  
earth, unassuming and frankly,  
fun group of conference goers  

I have experienced.”

“I love this conference  
each year and I will  
continue to attend.”

“My favorite and most 
important conference 

every year.”

https://www.nrea.net/home
https://ruralschoolscollaborative.org/
https://www.utc.edu/
http://www.tnrea.org/
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THANK YOU SPONSORS
 

PREMIER:

BRONZE:

COPPER

INTERESTED IN PARTNERING WITH US? 
Learn more at https://www.nrea.net/Convention-Research-Symposium-Sponsors 
or contact Allen Pratt, Executive Director, NREA at allen-pratt@utc.edu.

“As always, I love coming to this 
conference! I repeatedly tell people it 

feels like my conference home.”

“This event was the best 
conference I have attended as a 

rural school administrator.”

https://www.nrea.net/Convention-Research-Symposium-Sponsors  



