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RAISING RURAL: A FAIR CHANCE FOR A GOOD LIFE
This year, the National Rural Education Association and the Rural Schools Collaborative welcome more than
600 in-person and virtual sponsors, presenters, and attendees from across the country to the 2021 National
Forum to Advance Rural Education.
This year’s event theme is Raising Rural: A Fair Chance for a Good Life, which will focus on the following strands:

1.
How can rural living be more
economically and environmentally
sustainable?

2.
How can rural learning be more
relevant and valuable personally,
locally, and globally?

3.
How can rural places be more
inclusive and less divisive when
they address racial, ethnic, class,
and gender equity issues?

SESSION TYPES
NEW: LIVESTREAMED GENERAL SESSIONS
General sessions will be offered in-person in Indianapolis and will also be livestreamed for real-time viewing
for virtual attendees. These sessions will also be recorded and uploaded to the event platform after the
conference for on-demand access. Livestreamed sessions include:
• Thursday, November 11 • 9-10:15 a.m.: Welcome Remarks & Equity in Rural Life TED Talk Panel
• Thursday, November 11 • 12:15-1 p.m.: Q&A with Sarah Frey
• Friday, November 12 • 8:30-10 a.m.: Welcome Remarks & Student Panel: Viewpoints from Today’s Students
• Friday, November 12 • 1:15-2 p.m.: 2021 NREA Awards, 2021 National Rural Teacher of the Year
In-person Learning Sessions
• 60-Minute Learning Sessions: These in-person sessions explore innovative or promising practices in rural
education in a 60-minute format. Most in-person sessions also offer a recorded, on-demand session.
• 20-Minute Research Symposium Sessions: These in-person sessions are for the purpose of sharing
research about rural education issues. Two 20-minute, like-topic presentations will be included within a
one-hour session. Presentations will provide a summary of the research that addresses: purpose/rationale
of study, method (including data sources), findings, conclusions, and references. Most in-person sessions
also offer a recorded, on-demand session.
Virtual Sessions
• 60-Minute Learning Sessions: These on-demand sessions explore innovative or promising practices in
rural education in a 60-minute pre-recorded format.
• 20-Minute Research Symposium Sessions: These on-demand sessions are the same as in-person
research symposium sessions noted above, but available in a pre-recorded format.
NEW: VIRTUAL MEET & GREET SESSIONS
Looking for ways to connect with in-person and virtual presenters and attendees? Join these virtual meet and
greet sessions organized around four interest areas, including: education, workforce/economic development,
rural policy, and rural research. See schedule in the virtual platform for details.
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HEALTH & SAFETY INFORMATION
Indy’s hospitality community is ready to welcome you back safely. In partnership with the Indiana Restaurant
& Lodging Association and health officials across the state, Indy businesses have adopted the Hoosier
Hospitality Promise to keep you safe and healthy during your visit. This promise includes safe sanitation
practices, employee health checks, and social distancing compliance to name a few. To learn more, visit
https://visitindiana.com/promise.
We’re also implementing our own standards by offering:

Self-service
registration

Reduced
room
capacities

Minimal
contact food
and beverage
service

Redesigned
exhibit area to
expand space
between
booths

Social
distancing

Hand
sanitizing
stations

Masks

REQUIREMENTS FOR IN-PERSON ATTENDEES
• Proof of vaccination OR a negative COVID-19 test taken within three days prior to attending the
conference on November 11-12.
- To show proof of vaccination, please bring your vaccination card or provide a digital image
of your vaccination card (picture from your phone), or you may use a digital vaccine passport
(via a phone app).
- To show proof of a negative test result, please write the day and time of when your test was
taken on the test card, sign it, and take a photo with your phone. You can show your photo upon
registration. Please take the test within 72 hours of event registration on November 11-12.
• In addition, masks must be worn indoors during the conference, except while eating or drinking.
Disposable masks will be available onsite.
• If you develop symptoms while at the event, please visit our onsite rapid testing station.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
3-STEP REGISTRATION PROCESS
To ensure a safe and efficient registration experience, we will implement a three-step registration process.
STOP 1: HEALTH CHECK
Proof of vaccination OR a negative COVID-19 test.
• To show proof of vaccination, please show your vaccination card or a digital image of your vaccination
card (picture from your phone), or you may use a digital vaccine passport (via a phone app).
• To show proof of a negative test result, please show your negative test result with time/date and your
signature. Negative test results must be taken within 72 hours of event registration.
STOP 2: BADGE PRINTING
Please stop by the kiosk to print your personalized name badge.
STOP 3: PROGRAM, MASK, ETC. PICK-UP
Please stop by to pick up your program, badge lanyard, mask, sanitizer, etc.

VIRTUAL EVENT ACCESS

(for in-person and virtual attendees)

Simply click on the Magic Link that was emailed to you to:
•
•
•
•
•

Build your personalized schedule
View session and presenter information
Access on-demand content
Complete session evaluations
View exhibitor information and more

If you need assistance, please stop by Registration or go to support.expopass.com.

EARN CONTACT HOURS
In-person and virtual attendees may earn contact hours for every session attended in person or viewed
on-demand. For in-person attendees, be sure to click the “Add to Schedule” button in the event platform to
ensure you receive credit for all sessions you attend onsite. The virtual platform will automatically track all
on-demand sessions viewed on your own time.
On-demand access will close on December 31, 2021. All certificates will be personalized with the number of
hours completed by each attendee. Certificates will be issued by email in January 2022.

WIFI Access:
Connect to the
JWMarriott_Conference network.
Open your web browser and enter
access code: rural2021

Join the Conversation:
Tweet about your experience
throughout the event by using
#RuralEdForum.

Meals & Refreshments:
Breakfast, lunch, and afternoon
refreshments will be provided to
all attendees on Thursday–Friday.
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
7:30 – 9 a.m.
Registration & Breakfast

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast

9 – 9:15 a.m.

Welcome & Opening Remarks

8:30 – 8:45 a.m.

Welcome Remarks

9:15 – 10:15 a.m.

General Session: Equity in
Rural Life TED-Talk Panel

8:45 – 10 a.m.

General Session:
Student Panel: Viewpoints
from Today’s Students

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Learning Sessions
10:15 – 11:15 a.m.

Learning Sessions

11:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Lunch (provided)
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Learning Sessions

12:15 – 1 p.m.

General Session:
Q&A with Sarah Frey

1 – 1:30 p.m.

Book Signing with Sarah Frey

1:45 – 2:45 p.m.

Learning Sessions

2:45 – 3:15 p.m.

Snack Break
(served outside ballroom)
Virtual Meet & Greet Session

3:15 – 4:15 p.m.

Learning Sessions

4:30 – 6 p.m.

In-person Attendee Reception
& Silent Auction

12:30 – 1:15 p.m.

Lunch (provided)
Virtual Meet & Greet Session

1:15 – 2 p.m.

General Session:
NREA Awards, 2021 National
Rural Teacher of the Year,
Laurie Smith

Award Sponsored by:

2:15 – 3:15 p.m.

Learning Sessions

Reception Sponsored by:

Auction Sponsored by:
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
9 – 9:15 A.M.
WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS (Livestreamed)
NREA & Rural Schools Collaborative
Randi Weingarten, American Federation of Teachers
Room: White River Ballroom

9:15–10:15 A.M.
OPENING GENERAL SESSION
Room: White River Ballroom

EQUITY IN RURAL LIFE TED-TALK PANEL
Spark your thinking with this series of TED-talk style presentations by nationally-recognized experts who will focus
on equity in rural life from the educational, economic/workforce development, and policy perspectives.

HALEY DANIELLE RICHARDSON
Second-Grade Teacher,
University Charter School,
Livingston, AL

BENJAMIN WINCHESTER
Rural Sociologist, University of
Minnesota Extension, Center for
Community Vitality

Through the Eyes of Rural
Ever wonder what rural looks like?
Rural looks just like Haley Danielle
Richardson. Born and raised in a
rural community, to attending a
rural college, and now teaching
and instilling the great attributes of
rural life to her students each and
every day. Rural looks and feels
different for everyone, but in one
aspect, Haley feels as though rural
always draws us back to one word,
possibility. Learn more about how
Haley grew up in rural Alabama and
what it’s like for her now teaching
in a rural community. Hear more
about diversity among teachers
and learners in rural schools and
the importance of providing
opportunities for understanding.

Rewriting the Rural Narrative
It seems the rural story has already
been told—small towns keep
getting smaller. Churches, schools,
clinics, businesses, and now post
offices, have closed their doors as
the lucky few migrate out to the
big cities. This deficit framework
dominates how we discuss and
envision rural communities.
However, the story of rural America,
since 1970, is rich and diverse, with
positive trends occurring under
the radar. Learn how positive
changes around migration,
community involvement, economic
development, and regional living
have diversified this landscape that
require us to rewrite the narrative of
rural community change.

DR. CHRISTINA KISHIMOTO
Superintendent in Residence,
Discovery Education

A Seat at the Table
As the needs in society continue to
change, in part due to the pandemic, but
also due to continued innovations and
advancements in science, sustainability,
and technology, it is important to ensure
that the diverse voices in our community
are at the policy table. The past two years
have seen a reframing of the demand for
equity of access for all members of our
community, and an accounting of how we
will, as a society, mitigate long-standing
race and gender inequities. Teachers
and educational leaders have a powerful
opportunity to leverage their collective
efforts toward an equity policy ecosystem
that values equity, innovation, and access.
Our rural communities across the nation
can serve as hubs of innovation as they
address the opportunity and demand
for the diversification of their economic
development approaches, while retaining
and attracting families who embrace and
desire the values of a rural lifestyle.

T-Mobile assists educators across the country by providing
free and low-cost options.
Right now, students need access to home internet to ensure they don’t fall
behind in schoolwork. Together, we can close the homework gap and get
students the devices and connectivity they need to increase their chances of
educational success.

Who is eligible?
THANK YOU
• K-12 students.
• A household with at PREMIER
least one child in theSPONSOR
National School Lunch Program (NSLP).
One per household.

Available plans (Automatic renewal for 5 years)

$0/mo

Close the homework gap
with free internet
We are committed to bridging the digital divide because we
believe access to the internet equals opportunity. With the
power of our biggest and best network ever, we continue to
close that divide by providing students with free internet, free
mobile hotspots, and at-cost devices needed for learning in
and outside the classroom.

100GB of data
per year

$12/mo

$15/mo

100GB of data
per month

Unlimited data
per month

+ taxes & fees

+ taxes & fees

All plans include:
Free mobile hotspot device: take-home internet connection for
mobile network access.
Education grade
content filter
on all devices:
control the internet
Learn
more
about
T-Mobile’s
content accessible to your students.
Project
10Million
their
Discounted Wi-Fi-ready
devices: tabletsduring
and laptops at-cost.
session Friday, November 12,
10:15-11:15
a.m.,
Room 103:
To learn
more, call us at (844)
301-2667

or visit T-Mobile.com/P10M
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suspended, terminated,
or restricted for misuse, abnormal use, interference with our network or ability to provide quality
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free mobile hotspots, and at cost devices needed
students the devices and connectivity they need to increase their chances of
for learning in and outside the classroom.
educational success.

Who is eligible?
• K-12 students.
• A household with at least one child in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP).

Learn more by calling (844) 301-2667 or visiting
T-Mobile.com/P10M.

One per household.

Available plans (Automatic renewal for 5 years)

$0/mo

100GB of data
per year

$12/mo

$15/mo

100GB of data
per month

Unlimited data
per month

+ taxes & fees

+ taxes & fees

All plans include:
Free mobile hotspot device: take-home internet connection for
mobile network access.
Education grade content filter on all devices: control the internet
content accessible to your students.
Discounted Wi-Fi-ready devices: tablets and laptops at-cost.

To learn more, call us at (844) 301-2667
or visit T-Mobile.com/P10M

tization. Video typically streams at DVD quality (480p).

During congestion, Project 10Million customers may notice speeds lower than other
customers due to data prioritization. Video typically streams at DVD quality (480p).
Limited time offer; subject to change. Available lines are limited. Intended for
student mobile connectivity. Must verify student National School Lunch Program
eligibility. 1 offer per household. Confirm your program can accept free equipment
and/or service. Roaming not available. Annual data service ends at earlier of 100GB
or 365 days; monthly data service ends at 100GB on $12 plan. Excessive switching
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TRF) apply for paid plans. Video streams at up to 1.5Mbps. Optimization may affect
speed of video downloads; does not apply to video uploads. For best performance,
leave any video streaming applications at their default automatic resolution setting.
Coverage not available in some areas. Network Management: Service may be slowed,
suspended, terminated, or restricted for misuse, abnormal use, interference with our
network or ability to provide quality service to other users, or significant roaming.
During congestion the small fraction of customers using >50GB/mo. may notice
reduced speeds until next monthly cycle due to data prioritization. See T-Mobile.com/
OpenInternet for details. See Terms and Conditions (including arbitration provision) at
www.T-Mobile.com for additional information. T-Mobile, the T logo, and the magenta
color are registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG. © 2021 T-Mobile USA, Inc.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
60-MINUTE IN-PERSON SESSIONS • 10:30 – 11:30 A.M.
A Focus on Equity and Supports for Migrant Students and English Learners in Rural Indiana
Presenters: Jesse Shawver, Region 3 Migrant Education Center; Judy Bueckert, Region 2 Migrant Education
Center & Southern Indiana Education Center; Julia Cordova-Gurulé, Region 1 Migrant Education Center, South
Bend Community School Corporation; Erica Sponberg, Indiana Department of Education
Moderators: Adam Pitt and Emily Salinas, Indiana Department of Education
Room: White River A
Learn about how migrant and multilingual students are supported in rural areas throughout Indiana. Receive
an overview of English learner and migrant education programs from the Indiana Department of Education,
then hear from Indiana program leaders in a discussion on key topics and successful practices, including
family and community partnerships, instructional supports, inclusion, and more.
Preparing Rural Students to be the Most Competitive Applicants in the Tech Workforce Pipeline
Presenters: Alicia Sells, Jenna Gray, and Eric Gray, iLEAD Academy; Robert Stafford, Owen County Schools
Room: White River B
The U.S. Department of Education selected iLEAD Academy as one of five high schools in the nation to
design innovative Computer Science education models for rural students in its Rural Tech Challenge. Learn
how iLEAD’s Virtual Career Academy will graduate students with a jump start on computer science degree
completion, industry certifications, and work based learning experiences necessary to compete for the
nation’s fastest growing, highest paying jobs.
Exploring Culture, Identity, and Social Justice
Presenters: Olivia Bachicha and Katie Peyton, Generation Schools Network
Room: White River C
How can educators come equipped to be ready to work with students and families in achieving their ultimate
goals while working toward academic success? What different strategies and techniques can educators
provide for rural schools in reaching higher grounds of equity and equality for all students to be successful in
their learning environments? Explore the integration of culture, identity, and social justice and the impact of
students’ worldview and beliefs on shaping self-image and discuss strategies for cultivating empathy for the
lived experiences of others in a rural setting.
The Rural Early College Network: Preparing Students for College and Careers
Presenters: Janet Boyle, Sandy Hillman, Jeremy Eltz, and Laura Tucker, Center of Excellence in
Leadership of Learning (CELL)
Room: White River D
Rural schools face many educational inequities, including insufficient broadband or learning devices, inadequate
human or financial resources to offer a wide array of courses, and increasing mental health issues. College-going
rates have also been decreasing for rural students. To address these inequities, CELL formed a Rural Early College
Network (RECN) in Indiana. Five Mentor high schools (HSs) with endorsed Early College programs each work with
three other HSs, for a total of 20 rural HSs participating in RECN. Mentor schools and CELL staff provide coaching
and professional development. Career readiness and pathways are also developed to fit each school’s needs.
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Grow Your Own: Planning and Preparing
Presenters: Renee Murley and Krysta Murillo, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
Room: White River G
Learn how a metropolitan university partnered with a rural district to focus on licensing paraprofessionals
for the K–5/ESL classroom. The funding to support this initiative was awarded by the State Department of
Education in Tennessee in fall 2020. Hear about the goals, process for applying, and lessons learned during
the planning and preparation of implementing the program.
Rural Schools Collaborative: Why Teach Rural? Young Educators Panel
Presenters: Taylor McCabe-Juhnke, John Glasgow, Brittany Williams, Bridget Larsen, and Haley Salitros
Lancaster, Rural Schools Collaborative
Room: White River H
The Rural Schools Collaborative sits down with three exemplary, young rural teachers who are leaders in their
communities to ask, why teach rural? The panel will address ideas on how to recruit, prepare, and retain new
rural teachers. Additionally, the speakers will highlight several key resources and initiatives to support careers
in rural schools, including launching a new rural teacher job board, an early-career teacher resiliency guide,
and expanding place-based classroom grants.
When Women Lead
Presenter: Christina Kishimoto, Discovery Education
Room: White River I
Join this no-holds-barred conversation about what it is like to be a woman policy leader in the CEO seat
in a field where 74% of teachers are women and only 27% of superintendents are women. Participate in a
dialogue about dispelling myths that impact women’s access to leadership, overcoming gender bias, and
most importantly, developing a powerful network of strong women leaders who support one another, grow
together, and help advance one another. Information about a national e-network of women serving in rural
districts focused on innovation and equity, will also be shared.
Growing in Place: TARTANS Rural Teachers Corps Cultivating Relevant Practice
Presenters: Tammy La Prad and Michelle Holschuh-Simmons, Monmouth College
Room: White River J
The Monmouth College Department of Educational Studies’ TARTANS Rural Teacher Corps is in the fourth
year of inception with a growing number of applicants and alumni. The team intentionally engages its
students in relevant place-based curricula and continued professional development for the alumni. This
initiative solidifies a shared role in the future of our rural community with a strong pipeline of highly qualified
teachers committed to strengthening the rural communities in which they teach. Learn more about the
continued growth of the initiative from admittance to practice and hear directly from current Monmouth
College TARTANS and TARTANS alumni.
Looking to the Future: Re-Envisioning NREA’s Research Priorities (this session repeated Friday, November 12, 11:30 a.m.)
Presenters: Sara Hartman, Ohio University; Pamela Buffington, Education Development Center; Catharine
Biddle, The University of Maine; Kessa Roberts, Southern Methodist University; Sarah Schmitt-Wilson, Montana
State University; Erin McHenry-Sorber, West Virginia University
Room: 101
Join members of NREA’s Research and Higher Education Committee in a discussion about NREA’s Research
priorities. Stakeholder perspectives are essential for informing the development of a revised list of research
priorities. Contribute to the process in this interactive session designed to gather multiple perspectives.
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Partnering to Offer Summer Educational Service to Children with Sensory Impairments
Presenters: Doug Sturgeon and Karen Koehler, Shawnee State University; Greg Williams, Portsmouth City
Schools; Emily Maginn, South Central Ohio Education Services Center
Room: 102
Shawnee State University faculty and P-12 district partners have jointly developed a summer education
program for children with low-incidence sensory disabilities (LISD) and have provided future educators in
the LISD areas a summer practicum option. Through grant funds, the project has designed and implemented
two project locations in the Appalachian Ohio region where summer education options for children in LISD
areas are limited or non-existent, and where summer practicum options for teachers in the LISD areas are also
limited or non-existent.
Data as a Spotlight: The Importance of Research in Rural Education
Presenters: Danielle Vetter and Kirstin Yeado, Ascendium Education Group; Victoria Schaefer, NREA Research
Team Chair and SRI
Room: 103
Research is a critical tool for ensuring rural learners are successful across their education and career journeys.
However, there are many unanswered questions about rural learners and the types of support that are
most effective in advancing their academic and career success. Learn more about the role and importance
of research in rural education, and hear from two organizations about their efforts to create K-12 and
postsecondary education agendas, their collaborative process, and more.
Stealing Marketing Ideas From the Private Sector
Presenter: David Rutledge, Apptegy
Room: 106
Leading a rural school district is like running a business, but most school leaders don’t have the resources
to dedicate to marketing like larger schools or the private sector. Dive deeper into private sector marketing
strategies that school districts are missing. What is marketing? What is a brand? How can marketing and
branding benefit my rural school? Find out as we show you best practices and how to apply them from our
SchoolCEO magazine!
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
20-MINUTE IN-PERSON, RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM SESSIONS • 10:30 – 11:30 A.M.
(two sessions per room with transition time in between)

10:30 - 10:50 A.M.
Ongoing Challenges of Preparing, Placing, and Retaining Rural STEM Teachers
Presenter: David Long, Morehead State University
Room: 104
Rural schools are challenged to attract and retain STEM teachers, amid competition from higher salaries and
lifestyle amenities in metropolitan regions. Examine a three-year case study of why students stay in rural
locations and why they leave, with implications for ongoing recruitment to the teaching profession.

10:50 - 11:30 A.M.
First2 College, First2 Years: Improving Rural STEM Persistence
Presenter: Caitlin Howley, ICF
Room: 104
Rural young people deserve a fair chance to learn how to make science, technology, engineering, and/or math
(STEM) a part of their lives. Unfortunately, students from some rural places encounter systemic barriers to their
full participation in STEM education. Explore more about the progress and struggles of the First2 Network, a
statewide West Virginia alliance funded by the National Science Foundation to learn how to help rural, firstgeneration, and other underrepresented minority students persist in the first two years of their STEM majors.

10:30 - 10:50 A.M.
A Tool to Assess a School’s Role Amid Changing Contexts
Presenters: Kristie LeBeau and John Sipple, Cornell University; Hope Casto, Skidmore College
Room: 105
This school-community conceptual framework is a tool for school and community leaders to assess their own
locality, as well as for researchers to develop enhanced understandings of school-community relationships.
The use of this tool is relevant as communities work to reassess and rebuild in light of the pandemic and the
national reckoning with racial injustice. The framework consists of four forces or roles schools play in their
community: economic force, social force, school as preparer of workers, and school as preparer of citizens.
Collaborative community assessment can ensure the best policy decisions are made.

10:50 - 11:30 A.M.
Know Your Rights: Rural Educators as Community Activists Supporting Undocumented Neighbors
Presenter: Amy Walker, Indiana University
Room: 105
In 2017, in response to President Trump’s pending repeal of DACA and the expansion of ICE raids, a
group of rural educators in a conservative rust belt region organized a grassroots movement to protect
local undocumented students and families by hosting Know Your Rights meetings, conducting city-wide
immigration 101 meetings for all residents on the realities of undocumented residency, and implementing a
city ID program. This autoethnography seeks to disrupt the pervasive, deficit rhetoric used to describe the
Midwest as homogenous, simple, and apathetic by considering how community activism is one way educators
can impact change.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
11:45 A.M. – 12:15 P.M.
LUNCH
Room: White River Ballroom

12:15 – 1 P.M.
GENERAL SESSION (Livestreamed)
Room: White River Ballroom

Q&A WITH SARAH FREY
Farmer, Business Owner, & Author, Frey Farms
Get to know the Pumpkin Queen of America, Sarah Frey, as she shares about life as a rural farmer and business
owner, and about her new book, The Growing Season: How I Built a New Life—And Saved an American Farm.
Session moderator: David Ardrey, Executive Director, Association of Illinois Rural and Small Schools

In-person book signing with Sarah to follow her general
session from 1 – 1:30 p.m. in ballroom.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
60-MINUTE IN-PERSON SESSIONS • 1:45 – 2:45 P.M.
Effective Rural Educational Leadership: A Key to Flourishing Communities
Presenter: Denise Schares, University of Northern Iowa
Room: White River A
Supporting effective rural educational leadership at all levels is a key to flourishing rural communities. Learn more
about how one state is providing onsite professional development for school boards, superintendents, principals,
and other educational leaders to support effective decision-making leading to flourishing rural communities. Learn
how effective educational leadership development that is job-embedded, applying directly to the day-to-day
challenges of being a school leader can support positive outcomes for rural schools and communities.
Raising Leaders: Supporting Principal Access to Professional Learning by Training Principal Designees
Presenters: Julie Downing, Nebraska Educational Service Unit 13/Nebraska Department of Education; Travis
Miller, Bayard Public Schools; Nick Pace, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Room: White River B
If you’re a building leader, have you ever felt like you could not take a day away because chaos would
ensue? This innovative idea from Nebraska may offer a solution. In summer 2019, Bayard Public Schools’
superintendent reached out to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to share a problem: Rural principals’
reluctance to attend professional learning opportunities because they have no one to manage the building
in their absence. Explore the impetus, development, and results of Principal’s Designee Training. Understand
the connections to higher education, district and building administrators, teacher leaders, and professional
development providers.
Attracting and Retaining High Quality Teachers in Rural Schools
Presenters: Annette Hartlieb, Annette McClintock, and Julie Wollerman, Regional Office of Education #3
Room: White River C
The first years of teaching can be challenging, especially in small, rural schools. Discover a wide array of
programs and resources used to help new teachers move from surviving to thriving, including the New
Teacher Academy. Learn how it works to support, challenge, and inspire new teachers to become not only
competent, but confident. Also learn about Instructional Coaching, a program that supports small, rural
schools and works with their teachers one-on-one with specific teaching strategies.
Collaborative Leadership for Living in Sustainable Rural Communities
Presenters: Hobart Harmon and Jerry Johnson, Kansas State University
Room: White River D
Collaborative leadership will be a key driver in achieving desirable economic, environmental, and social qualities
of future sustainable rural communities. Learn about collaborative leadership characteristics of organizations
and individuals and explore examples of principals in the International Rural Schools Leadership Project and
lessons learned in a three-year evaluation of collaboration in a Victims of Crime project in rural Kentucky.
Global Readiness in Indiana Towns (GRIT) through School-Community Collaboration
Presenters: Jeremy Eltz, Center of Excellence in Leadership of Learning; Jill Woerner, AFS Intercultural
Programs; Elly Cohen, Center for the Study of Global Change; Vesna Dimitrieska, Indiana University
Room: White River G
Five different organizations, including two different universities, have teamed up to support rural school districts
that want to increase the global readiness of their students. The work includes increasing diversity with foreign
exchange students, 20+ hours of training toward Global Competence Certification for teaching staff, community
engagement with an international fair showcasing local resources, and enhanced global curricular content. Rural
Indiana has a lot to offer and can share that with the world through the exchange students in schools.
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Developing Educator Microcredentials in Race & Rurality: Grow Series
Presenters: Kristen Cuthrell and Sharon Floyd, East Carolina University, Rural Education Institute; Tevis Harris,
Edgecombe County Schools; James Knight, Pitt County Schools
Room: White River H
Just as historically urbanicity is synonymized with Black and Brown populations, rurality is typically associated
with Whiteness. Southern rurality, however, is racially and ethnically diverse and often accompanied by
poverty. Learn how Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) educators within a southeastern state
partnered with university faculty to launch a new Grow professional development series utilizing badging.
The Grow series focuses on the latest issues and trends in the region’s diverse rural schools. The first series
focuses on race and rurality and promotes reflection and a call to action in ensuring equity, access, and
opportunities for all.
NASA STEM Project-based Learning: Who Will Feed the World?
Presenter: Susan Kohler, NASA
Room: White River I
Explore NASA’s remote sensing educational resources and how NASA contributes to the understanding of
agriculture and ecosystem changes. The activities integrate STEM with English language arts skills. Use NASA
data to develop or refine your theories about how water and soil impact the ability for a country to grow
crops as the climate changes. Water and soil-based experiments will test theories and provide evidence for
the solutions. Multiple inquiry-based activities will deepen the understanding of the problem of growing crops
in countries that are struggling to provide food for their people.
Embedding Rural Experiences in Teacher Ed Programs: Raising the Bar
Presenters: Tena Versland, Jayne Downey, and Sarah Schmitt-Wilson, Montana State University
Room: White River J
Montana State University discusses the embedded opportunities for their Teacher Education Program students
to learn about and experience the benefits of teaching and living in rural communities. Innovative rural
experiences available to Teacher Education Program students include: multiple and varied interactions with
rural educators, a three credit course in rurality, week-long immersive field experiences, and a statewide rural
education colloquium and career fair. Learn more about the funding streams and how to develop of school
district–university partnerships, which are crucial for student and program success. Explore more about the
research that indicates these experiences positively influence new graduates’ decisions to teach in rural places.
Open Scenes: Activating Local and Personal Connections Through Drama-based Strategies
Presenters: Laurie Allen and Valerie Rutledge, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
Room: 101
Bringing stories to life often provides students with a helpful context for navigating characters with different
backgrounds. The depth of personal connection a student brings to the experience may determine their level
of performance. Explore the use of open scenes, a theatre tool consisting of neutral dialogue absent of any
context regarding the characters, time, and place. All contextual information is developed by the students,
which strengthens literacy and creative thinking skills. Hear about applications of open scenes as a way to
make learning more valuable on a local and personal level to students.
Lessons Learned: Developing Rural Cohorts for Teacher Preparation
Presenters: Kathryn Havercroft and Brian Reid, Eastern Illinois University
Room: 102
Explore lessons learned along the way for initiating, recruiting for, funding, implementing, and supporting a
rural cohort of para-professionals seeking teacher licensure in special education. Hear ideas on what worked,
what needs changed, and what the plans are moving forward and looking to additional cohorts.

15

NATIONAL FORUM TO
ADVANCE RURAL EDUCATION

Living in the Middle of Everywhere
Presenter: Ben Winchester, University of Minnesota Extension, Center for Community Vitality
Room: 103
The notion that rural residents live “in the middle of nowhere” continues a negative narrative that is not based
on the reality of community life. Modern life is complex as we live, work, shop, and play in a wide region. At
the same time, most of our planning is done at a city or county level. The implications for tourism, marketing,
transportation planning, resident recruitment, and housing will be discussed. We can then better understand
this web of regional activity as it varies by age and interest through an asset-based community development
exercise that has some simple, but deep, learning outcomes.

Teach Every Student Live

Elevate K-12 Can Solve
Your Teacher Shortage
By Live-Streaming High-Quality Certified Teachers
In-School, Hybrid and Remote.
Elevate K-12 brings highly qualiﬁed teachers live into your
classroom. Our proprietary technology allows teachers to focus
on relationships, interaction, and student engagement and do
what they do best: Teach. While we manage the rest.
www.ElevateK12.com
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20-MINUTE IN-PERSON, RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM SESSIONS • 1:45 – 2:45 P.M.
(two sessions per room with transition time in between)

1:45 - 2:05 P.M.
Learning in Place: Teachers’ Curriculum Experiences in Rural Appalachia
Presenter: Michelle Rasheed, University of South Carolina
Room: 104
This qualitative case study examined teachers’ experiences with a place-based language arts curriculum
for high-poverty, rural gifted third- and fourth-grade students. The study focused on one rural Appalachian
school district which generated understanding about how teachers perceived their experiences with the
Promoting PLACE in Rural Schools curriculum. These understandings suggested existing barriers influence
implementation and impede students from access to the curriculum. Insights from this case study offer
implications for practitioners, administrators, policymakers, community members, and researchers to mitigate
instructional challenges and increase students’ access to place-based gifted curriculum.

2:25 - 2:45 P.M.
Collaborative Capability: Higher Education Faculty Co-teaching in the Rural Classroom
Presenters: Robert Mitchell, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs; Franny Harris, Campo School District
Room: 104
For too long, the disconnect between higher education faculty and rural K-12 classrooms has been evident. Over
a span of more than three years, a co-teaching model with university faculty and rural teachers has infused
new perspectives, a new voice, and led to enhanced academic development for students in one of Colorado’s
smallest and most remote schools. Learn more about the steps needed to establish a university faculty
presence in a rural school, how to collaboratively develop learning objectives between the educators, and the
demonstrated benefits and academic development for the students and educators in this unique structure.

1:45 - 2:05 P.M.
Focusing on Excellence: Improving Educator and Student Outcomes in Rural Arkansas
Presenters: Tanée Hudgens, National Institute for Excellence in Teaching; Nathan Morris, Cross County School District
Room: 105
Explore the impact of a federal grant award that facilitated a partnership between a national nonprofit
organization and Cross County School District, located in rural Arkansas. Through implementation of a
comprehensive, data-driven approach to enhancing educator and school effectiveness, Cross County has
made progress toward improving teacher and student outcomes. Learn about the district’s approach and how
you can replicate the strategies and successes in your own rural settings.

2:25 - 2:45 P.M.
Job-embedded Professional Learning in Rural Schools
Presenters: Earl Legleiter, Fort Hays State University; Nicole Martin, University of Texas
Room: 105
The good life for a rural educator includes opportunities to thrive, learn, and grow in the rural community they
choose to teach. Isolation can be challenging for many rural teachers. The lack of opportunities to connect
with and learn from peers takes away one of the greatest professional learning opportunities teachers have—
each other. This study set out to find creative ways for rural STEM teachers to connect with and learn from
one other using job embedded professional development designs.
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60-MINUTE IN-PERSON SESSIONS • 3:15 – 4:15 P.M.
Expanding STEM Learning Resources to Underserved Rural Communities
Presenters: Janel Vancas, Sarah Brambley, Tom Butler, and Hobart Harmon, Appalachia Intermediate Unit 8
Room: White River A
The Rural Outreach Connecting Kids to STEM (ROCKS) project recognizes inequities in the surrounding
region. Appalachia Intermediate Unit 8 leveraged its STEM Lending Center to launch the ROCKS program
with support of the Grable Foundation. This project seeks to increase family, school, and community access to
STEM learning materials, and training and career information in underserved rural communities. Engage in a
discussion about the processes used to reach the underserved areas and develop videos of STEM technicians
that make learning STEM more relevant to living and working in the region.
Establishing a Rural Teacher Leader Pipeline and Improving Student Outcomes
Presenters: Jen Oliver Brady, National Institute for Excellence in Teaching; Kyle Barrentine, Nettle Creek
School Corporation; Emily Tracy, Brown County Schools
Room: White River B
Two school district leaders from Indiana have taken on a comprehensive approach to create more
opportunities for their teachers to grow as instructional leaders, and as a result, they are seeing changes in
the culture of their schools, the impact of their educators, and outcomes for students. Engage in a discussion
with superintendents and experts from the National Institute for Excellence in Teaching, who have supported
the work to discuss lessons learned and suggestions for others who are interested in establishing a teacher
leadership system that supports greater student success and establishes a pipeline for the future.
The Governor’s School for Agriculture: Take Your Place
Presenter: Cadie Giba, Kinsley Miller, and Timothy Keown, Governor’s School for Agriculture, South Carolina
Room: White River C
Learn how a 200 year old campus is being transformed into the first residential high school in the nation for
agriculture and environmental resources. Located on 1,300 acres, in one of the most rural counties in South
Carolina, the Governor’s School for Agriculture is a place where students don’t just learn about the world in a
classroom, they get out and experience it, getting their hands in the dirt as their minds are focused on the future.
Appalachian Heritage Education: Teaching with Place in Mind
Presenters: Michael Melton, Letcher County Public Schools; Kimberly Sergent, Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative
Room: White River D
Appalachian Heritage Education was an initiative explored by the Kentucky Valley Education Cooperative to utilize
the Inquiry Design Model, Project-Based Learning, and Place-Based Education principles and practices in selected
rural, southeastern Kentucky schools just prior to the pandemic. Learn more about how the initial qualitative data
suggests this approach is promising for increased academic performance and depth of knowledge.
Rural Broadband and the Next Generation of American Jobs
Presenter: Joshua Seidemann, NTCA, The Rural Broadband Association
Room: White River G
Technology is reshaping the next generation of American jobs. Manufacturing, agriculture, and health care are
among sectors that demand higher technical training than in the past. Curricula and learning to meet evolving
needs is critical in rural areas that face demographic and economic challenges. Broadband can be used to support
secondary and postsecondary education and training. Regional collaboration among educators and industry can
tailor Career and Technical Education (CTE), work-training programs, apprenticeships, and focused classroom
instruction to meet evolving needs. These efforts can enhance individual and community achievement.
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Rural School Partner Benefit Program
Presenter: Steven Johnson, Lisbon Public Schools
Room: White River H
The Rural School Partner Benefit program is designed to create a dynamic and sustained university-school
district partnership that will promote collaboration between the University and partner schools with a focus
on student learning and educator preparation. The focus is on offering more dual credit, preparing future
teachers while helping the University place, supervise, and assess preservice teachers in clinical experiences.
Collaborating Regionally to Virtually Serve Rural Students
Presenters: Keith Perrigan, Bristol Virginia Public Schools; Rob Graham, Radford Public Schools; Matt Hurt,
Comprehensive Instructional Program; Katlin Kazmi, Region VII Virtual Academy
Room: White River I
Teachers in southwest Virginia performed admirably to ensure that families who wanted to experience inperson learning could do so while still accommodating those who preferred to learn virtually. Effectively,
teachers did twice the work as normal and lived in remote and in-person worlds. In order to reduce teacher
workload, provide better online instruction, and ensure that divisions did not lose students to online vendors,
Region VII schools came together to do what they couldn’t possibly do alone—provide robust virtual learning
opportunities to hundreds of students without asking teachers to do more or work harder.
Bridging the Digital Divide with Downloadable STEM Lessons: A Teacher’s Perspective
Presenters: Amy Polanowski, Sullivan Middle School; Joshua Sneideman, Learning Blade
Room: White River J
Hear from a Missouri rural educator on how she bridged the digital divide using downloadable STEM
interactive lessons to expose students to great STEM careers. Many students do not have internet access
at home, so Learning Blade offered the Google Chromebook Back App as a way for her students to have
access to the over 400 learning experiences without internet access. The Learning Blade team developed this
ground-breaking app in response to the pandemic and the impact this would have on students, especially
rural ones. Experience how this effort has positively impacted students.
Connecting to Place in Rural Gifted Education
Presenters: Amy Price Azano and Rachelle Kuehl, Virginia Tech
Room: 101
Given the learning loss experienced by schoolchildren during the pandemic, it’s crucial that rural districts
prioritize the needs of high-potential students whose enrichment opportunities were likely reduced during
emergency virtual and hybrid schooling. Promoting PLACE in Rural Schools, a six-year, federally-funded
initiative, demonstrated the effectiveness of a place-based language arts curriculum with gifted rural
elementary students. Learn more about the curriculum, highlighting the depth and complexity, differentiation,
and enrichment embedded within it. Explore a website where rural teachers can access the curriculum, share
instructional resources, and connect with fellow rural teachers serving gifted students.
Preparing STEM Teachers for a Rural Life
Presenters: Janet Kay Stramel, Earl Legleiter, and Paul Adams, Fort Hays State University
Room: 102
A fair chance begins with a good start. The Rural School Seminar helps science and mathematics teacher
candidates’ transition from student to teacher in a rural setting. Learn more about the specific needs of
teaching science and mathematics in a rural setting and how to help candidates develop an understanding of
the unique challenges and benefits of living and teaching in a rural community.
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20-MINUTE IN-PERSON, RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM SESSIONS • 3:15 – 4:15 P.M.
(two sessions per room with transition time in between)

3:15 - 3:35 P.M.
Capstone Project: Family-School Partnerships in New York State Rural Middle Schools
Presenters: Sacha Bennett, AVID; Katie Ralston, Cuba-Rushford Central School District
Room: 104
Explore a mixed-methods study of six rural schools across New York explored the types of family engagement
strategies used prior to the pandemic and how those partnership efforts changed because of the pandemic.
Findings and recommendations will be shared about how to maximize family involvement at the middle
school level in rural settings.

3:55 - 4:15 P.M.
Rural School-University Partnerships During a Pandemic: Encouraging Strengths-based Perspectives in
Clinically-based Teacher Preparation
Presenter: Sara Hartman, Ohio University
Room: 104
The pandemic created unprecedented challenges for rural schools and universities who engage in clinicallybased teacher preparation. For mentor teachers and teacher candidates, these challenges were heightened
by frequent changes in teaching modality, technology barriers, and university-associated requirements for
teacher candidates. This research presents the perspectives of rural school mentor teachers and elementary
teacher candidates who worked from a strengths-based perspective to meet the needs of the children in
their classrooms. Their perspectives illuminate the unique challenges experienced by rural school-university
partnerships and highlight best practices for clinical experiences in rural schools.

3:15 - 3:35 P.M.
Emerging From the COVID-19 Crisis: Lessons for Preparing Rural District Leaders
Presenters: Catharine Biddle, Maria Frankland, and Ryan Crane, University of Maine
Room: 105
Discover the findings of a two-state, mixed methods study of superintendent decision-making about student
supports during the pandemic, with a particular focus on the spring of 2020 and summer reopening process.
After reviewing 7,500 documents from over 650 districts and interviewing 48 superintendents in two states,
findings indicate that local infrastructure and personal relationships mediated student supports, while rolealike groups played an enormous role in innovation diffusion. Implications for future crises will be discussed.

3:55 - 4:15 P.M.
Perceptions and Practices: Teacher Recruitment and Retention in the Four Corners
Presenters: Cathy Gabro, Fort Lewis College; Dusty Palmer, Texas Tech University
Room: 105
While studies on recruitment and retention tend to have a dichotomous focus by using a deficit or asset lens,
this study is an inquiry into current perceptions and every day practices for recruiting and retaining teachers
in rural districts and schools in the Four Corners region of the United States. An added dimension to this
inquiry, is survey information regarding the unique experiences and challenges brought by the pandemic.
Having fully staffed classrooms with qualified teachers is a basic necessity for rural students to thrive
personally, locally, and globally.
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4:30 – 6 P.M.
RECEPTION & AUCTION
Room: Griffin Hall, 2nd Floor
All attendees are invited to attend and participate in this NREA tradition.

Reception Sponsored by:

Auction Sponsored by:
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8:30 – 8:45 A.M.
WELCOME REMARKS (Livestreamed)
Room: White River Ballroom

8:45 – 10 A.M.
GENERAL SESSION (Livestreamed)
Room: White River Ballroom

STUDENT PANEL: VIEWPOINTS FROM TODAY’S STUDENTS
Braeden Baker, Senior, New Palestine High School
Elena Andrades, Senior, Greensburg High School
Kyler Couch, Senior, Greensburg High School
Lexi Woodcock, Senior, Sheridan High School
Michael Cronin, Senior, Sheridan High School
Facilitator: Brad Mitchell, Rural Strategist
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Poverty Simulation in Rural Education: Does it Have an Impact?
Presenter: Courtney Vick, University of West Alabama
Room: White River A
Discover the Community Action Poverty Simulation (CAPS) and how it can be used in rural educator
preparation programs and rural schools. The CAPS is a one-hour poverty simulation that helps people better
understand life in poverty. Hear about rural educator candidates and rural educators’ attitudes toward poverty
based on their CAPS participation. Leave with a better understanding of rural poverty and its impact on
education, and more importantly, what educators can do to positively move forward.
Teaching in Rural Places: A Conversation About Teacher Preparation and Induction with the Authors
Presenters: Devon Brenner, Mississippi State University; Jayne Downey, Montana State University; Amy Azano,
Virginia Tech; Ann Schulte, CSU Chico; Karen Eppley, Penn State
Room: White River B
Teaching in Rural Places: Thriving in Classrooms, Schools, and Communities is the first-of-its-kind textbook
focusing on rural teaching. Five NREA members wrote this book when they realized the lack of resources
for helping preservice and beginning educators examine the importance of place and prepare for successful
teaching careers in rural places. The book examines why rural teaching is an equity issue and the unique
strengths and challenges of rural teaching. The book provides concrete strategies and engaging discussion
about how to learn about rural communities, work with colleagues in a rural school, and develop placefocused instruction to support rural learners. Hear about key themes and engage in a Q & A on why it is
important to explicitly address rurality in teacher preparation and how school administrators can support new
teachers during their first years in rural schools.
Turning Academic Studies into Community & Life Projects
Presenters: Jenni Dickens and Craig Vivian, Monmouth College; Cammy Rose Davis, Western Illinois University
Room: White River C
As vital components of communities, schools serve two purposes: preparing students for projects within and
during the school years; and giving them lasting tools to craft a lifelong project of purpose. Rural schools’
short- and long-term influence on their communities are threatened without explicit use of their dynamic
natural settings and without transparent alignment with students’ imagined future life projects. Using placebased education and community revitalization efforts, we envision schools that offer an education connecting
students’ academic projects to community needs and to ongoing life projects informed by rural identifications
and commitments. Without tangible, continuous interactions with nature and community, students are finding
fewer reasons to participate in rural places, and more reasons to leave them.
Achieving Student-centered, Community-connected, Meaningful Education Reporting
Presenters: Kirk Banghart, Generation Schools Network/Colorado Rural Education Collaborative; Caitlin Scott,
Marzano Research; June Marcel, Las Animas School District
Room: White River D
Tired of negotiating to make pre-existing tech products work for your district, school, and community?
Wanting to offer your community valuable insights that make a difference? Are you limited by state systems
that don’t account for small “n” sizes? An innovative group of districts in Colorado, supported by the Colorado
Rural Education Collaborative, Gluona, and Marzano Research are using the Ed-fi standard to construct
meaningful student-centered, community-facing dashboards. Find out how an EdFi compatible, interoperable
solution to data displays owned by a committed group of collaborators may be a solution for increasing your
personal, local, and global impact.
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Conducting an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) with Latinx Parent Involvement
Presenters: Pedro Silva Espinoza and F. Todd Goodson, Kansas State University
Room: White River G
Discover strategies to implement effective IEP meetings involving Latinx parents and families. Hear about
specific information and resources used by two teachers working with Latinx English Language Learners
(ELLs) in two school districts and the process implemented and steps taken to offer translation and
interpretation services during IEP meetings.
Raising Rural: Collaborative and Data-driven Strategies to Support Students Experiencing Trauma
Presenters: Victoria Schaefer, REL Appalachia, SRI International; Andrea Darr, West Virginia Center for Children’s
Justice; Carmen Araoz, Doug Gagnon, and Hannah Kelly, REL Appalachia, SRI International
Room: White River H
Is your school or district looking to improve support for students experiencing trauma, increase use of
data-driven decision-making for program improvement, and embrace continuous improvement as a new
business-as-usual? Explore an approach to improve school-based supports for students experiencing trauma
that creates a more inclusive and supportive learning environment for all students. Learn about tools and
protocols, including Handle with Care (HWC), that is freely available, and how it has been piloted to support
leaders to use data to document and monitor school-based supports for students.
It’s Your District and Community’s Story—Own It—Share It
Presenter: Stuart Packard, Buttonwillow Union School District/Small School Districts’ Association
Room: White River I
Learn more about the methods, as well as the importance of how school districts and their association can
work together to share the values of advocacy, social media, and expand communication overall. Participate
in the opportunity to share how you have told your story to influence and educate your constituents on small
and large scales. View video examples, and learn about best practices to tell your district’s story through
social media and legislative advocacy.
Leveraging In-place Assets to Serve Rural Students: AzSOC
Presenters: Glen Lineberry and Brian Taylor, Arizona Student Opportunity Collaborative (AzSOC)
Room: White River J
The Arizona Student Opportunity Collaborative (AzSOC) fills instructional gaps across rural Arizona by
connecting underutilized, highly qualified teachers to students needed specific courses to graduate and to
matriculate successfully at university. AzSOC is working to reorder the student-teacher construct to help
students generate escape velocity to maximize their careers, communities and personal lives, whether they
remain in their hometowns or go out into the world. Engage in a conversation to identify and flesh out ways
AzSOC can improve its service to rural Arizona students, and to expand its offerings across the country.
Ignite the Fire: Developing Strong Programs for Vulnerable Students
Presenter: Ryan Larson, Pine City High School/Minnesota Rural Education Association
Room: 101
Dragon Academy is a school-within-a-school for 8th and 9th graders that combines project-based learning
and direct instruction. In its seventh year, the Academy is changing the lives of students considered at-risk.
Here, students ignite a fire for learning while meeting math, science, civics, geography, STEM, and English
standards in an interdisciplinary approach. Through projects like maple syruping, boat building, and invasive
buckthorn removal, the instructors build enduring relationships with students and connect academic content
to their lives. Learn how other rural schools can adapt and replicate elements of Dragon Academy to make
rural learning more relevant and valuable.
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The Artifact Box Exchange Network: Helping Students Learn About the Place Where They Live
Presenters: Brian Reid, Artifact Box Exchange Network; Denise Reid, Eastern Illinois Exchange
Room: 102
The Artifact Box Exchange is a project-based learning activity to help students understand the geography,
history, and nature of the place where they live. In the past four decades, nearly 20,000 classrooms have
learned about their home to develop a “mystery box” of artifacts representative of their city, state, and region
based on clues provided in the teacher’s guide. Each class becomes experts on the history and nature of
their town and region and learns to engage their creativity to develop clues to their area. The Artifact Box is
exchanged with another class who must solve the mystery box to identify the location. Explore the process,
how to teach the necessary skills, and provide examples of this project to teach various skills.
The Power of 5G and Going Beyond the Mobile Phone
Presenters: Stacey Briggs and Jeff Carlson, T-Mobile
Room: 103
Join the T-Mobile team for a presentation on Project 10Million, the power of 5G and the endless opportunities
for applications that better connect our students and educators. With high-bandwidth, low-latency networks,
classrooms of the future will engage students in immersive experiences using mixed reality content.

Free Social Studies Resources
Connect around topics like civics, public
policy, economics, and more today!
•
•
•

4,000 completely searchable resources
in history and civics
1,900+ acitivities and essays by 100’s
of teachers and scholars
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(two sessions per room with transition time in between)

10:15 - 10:35 A.M.
Resilience and Institutional Transformation in Puerto Rico
Presenters: Emily Labandera and Julie Laurel, Excelencia in Education
Room: 104
This session addresses institutional resiliency during times of natural, economic, and political crises with a focus
on higher education in Puerto Rico to inform action. Presenters will share findings from an environmental scan
of the island’s population shift, institutions’ internal efficiencies, and the workforce. The entirety of Puerto Rico
(except San Juan) is considered rural, as it is not part of the United States mainland and the demographic and
economic makeup of Puerto Rico are similar to rural United States. This research considers race/ethnicity in a
rural context because as the Latino population grows, Latinos are increasingly located in rural areas.

10:55 - 11:15 A.M.
Understanding the College Path Decision Process of Rural Tennessee Students
Presenters: Darek Potter and Kinsey Potter, Tennessee Tech University
Room: 104
Discover findings of a qualitative study that sought to understand the barriers faced and supports realized by
several students from a small rural high school in the Upper Cumberland region of Tennessee as they decided
to pursue and complete a four-year college degree. Face-to-face participant interviews were conducted and
inductive analysis was used to analyze the interview transcripts. Findings suggest a focused effort should be
placed on providing better career-option guidance to rural students throughout their high school education.
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Sustaining and Growing Rural Educators in a Time of Crisis
Presenters: Jeff Liberty, BetterLesson; Educator Panelists from Around the U.S.
Room: White River A
Join rural leaders from around the country for a discussion about how they are approaching the challenge
of developing and supporting their teachers and leaders in the face of enormous pressure, complexity, and
fatigue. What are leaders’ priorities in terms of professional learning? What strategies are they using to
sustain their teams? What have they scaled back, deferred, or eliminated altogether so that teachers and
leaders can be effective in their work with students and families in these unprecedented times? Hear what’s
working in other schools and systems and share what is working in your community.
Preparing Teachers for the Challenges of Rural Culture
Presenters: Jan Miller, University of West Alabama; Mike Robinson, METIS
Room: White River B
Rural life and culture pose unique challenges that are often unique and regionalized. Students come to
school with a set of regular behaviors that may serve them at home and in their community. However, regular
behaviors often do not reflect the expected behaviors in the classroom and school. Frequently, they even
conflict. Neither regular nor school behavior set is better or worse than the other. They are just situationally
appropriate for different cultures. The school culture requires students to behave in a manner that supports
classroom learning and provides a safe, happy, and productive environment. This environment focuses on
respect for learning, for people, and for property. In order to be comfortable, enjoy the teaching/learning
environment, and wish to remain in rural teaching, teachers must be able to teach and sustain classroom
behavior. They must be in a school with a supportive culture, and these things must be professionally
developed. Students must become self-regulated so that their contributions to the rural culture as students
now and as adults in the future produces change for the better.
Snapshots of Success: Higher Ed Access Along the Rural Road
Presenter: Nathan Hamblin, University of the Cumberlands
Room: White River C
Lifting aspirations research indicates students coming from rural districts have a lower average rate of college
enrollment and completion compared to non-rural students. However, growth in these same rural communities
indicates that more jobs will require higher education. This session provides participants the opportunity
to hear the voices of students who found a rural road access to higher education. Through these snapshots
of success of college-going rural students, learn how to incorporate them into your own home districts,
universities, and communities.
Developing a Talent Pipeline and Career Advising Network
Presenters: Joe Wood, Southwest Tennessee Rural Collaborative; Ivey Harrison, You Science
Room: White River D
The Southwest Tennessee Career Readiness Network was created through a USDA RCDI grant and funding
from five rural school districts in southwest Tennessee. USDA and the Tennessee Board of Regents worked
with NREA, You Science, ACT, and NS4Ed to deliver support to the districts. Learn how the use of labor
market data from O Net, along with identifying local talent utilizing student aptitude helped design a NREA
Career Advising Specialist micro-credential, along with an employer-driven talent development pipeline that
includes post-secondary credentials. The districts focused on previously underserved students and credentials
developed with local employers.
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There Aren’t Books About People Like Me: Rural Literary Representation
Presenters: Rachelle Kuehl and Amy Price Azano, Virginia Tech
Room: White River G
Students need to feel that what they learn in school has relevance to their lives, and when their English classes
only read and discuss books set in unfamiliar places, rural students can feel disconnected and unmotivated.
Appalachian students face the added challenge of seeing stereotypical representations of themselves in popular
culture, perpetuating misconceptions of them as unsophisticated or unintelligent. Appalachian students of color,
LGBTQ+ students, and students with disabilities may not see people like themselves in literature at all. Explore
current, high-quality books set in Appalachia that will resonate with rural students of all ages.
Principals: The Linchpin to Your Human Capital System
Presenter: Tony Bagshaw, Battelle for Kids
Room: White River H
The recent findings from the Wallace Foundation reinforce how profoundly principal quality matters when
it comes to student outcomes. Research also shows that principals greatly impact a district’s abilities to
hire, grow, and retain staff. Explore the essentials of human capital management for principals and receive
examples of how districts and states are developing their leaders with human capital skills.
Building High Quality Education-to-Career Pathways in Rural Areas
Presenters: Pamela Sieffert, Ellen Bohle, Amy Profant, and Daniel Satterfield, Tennessee Board of Regents
Room: White River I
Tennessee Pathways creates alignment between K-12, postsecondary education, and employers so that
students have clear and guided pathways to move seamlessly into college and the workforce. Learn more
about how a statewide team supports rural school districts in Tennessee to expand early postsecondary
opportunities and work-based learning experiences for students. Hear about innovative strategies for growing
student pathways in rural districts, including how to braid funding and develop cross-sector partnerships.
Arizona’s Public-Private Final Mile Project Closes The Homework Gap
Presenters: Milan Eaton, The Final Mile Consortium; Wes Brownfield, Arizona Rural Schools Association; Sean
Rickert, Pima Unified School District
Room: White River J
Arizona is home to the most remote schools in America. Since 2017, Milan Eaton has worked to bring robust
high speed internet to those schools. In 2020, the Consortium partnered with the Arizona Rural Schools
Association to implement The Final Mile Project (TFMP). TFMP, a public–private partnership, provides CIPA
compliant robust 100 Mbps residential internet for less than $10.00/mo. So far, seven projects have been
completed and another 25 are underway. TFMP is well on its way to achieving the goal of eliminating the
digital divide for students in rural Arizona and meeting the needs of students everywhere.
Standing Together Amidst the Storm
Presenters: Jack Moles, Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association; John Skretta, Educational Service
Unit #6; Vern Fisher, Gibbon Public Schools; Andrew Easton, Educational Service Unite Coordinating Council
Room: 101
In the tumultuous times of the pandemic, Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association (NRCSA)
leadership rose to meet the needs of the moment by uniting rural Nebraska education leaders across the
state in collaborative efforts to support our rural schools. Learn about NRCSA’s Reopening Project that was
developed prior to the start of the fall semester to help schools develop their reopening plans. Over 100 rural
Nebraska superintendents were involved. Understand how NRCSA/ESUCC’s Remote Learning Support sites
were created to provide professional learning resources for Nebraska’s teachers and administrators, where
more than 70 rural Nebraska educators were involved.
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Creating an Inclusive Early Childhood Center to Address Rural Inequity
Presenters: Don Doggett, SCORS; Carla Garrett, The SERVE Center at the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro; Amanda Moon, University of South Carolina
Room: 102
Learn how a partnership between head start, a rural South Carolina district, and a major university is being
used to develop an early learning center that addresses inclusion, diversity, and access in a P-3 approach
to close the learning gap. The initiative is part of a community-school approach to address rural inequities
through ALL4SC, a collaboration across 12 academic and professional units at the University of South Carolina
that seeks to transform how South Carolina children learn by marshaling the university’s resources to support
all aspects of a student’s development.
COSMOS Initiative: Moving Three Rural Districts from Survive to THRIVE
Presenters: Brent Comer and Candace Roush, Shoals Community Schools; Jimmy Ellis, Orleans Community
Schools; Apryl Kidd, COSMOS
Room: 103
Explore the partnership between three rural Indiana school districts and how this unique collaboration is
developing a new definition of “shared resources.” Moving three communities from a mindset of survive to
THRIVE! The COSMOS Initiative (Collaboration of Shoals, Mitchell, & Orleans Schools) has created new college
and career pathways, student profiles, and additional dual credit courses through the sharing of teaching
staff, resources, and shared thought. These initiatives are not only providing new opportunities for COSMOS
students and teachers, but also promoting community prosperity both economically and academically.
Looking to the Future: Re-Envisioning NREA’s Research Priorities
Presenters: Sara Hartman, Ohio University; Pamela Buffington, Education Development Center; Catharine
Biddle, The University of Maine; Kessa Roberts, Southern Methodist University; Sarah Schmitt-Wilson, Montana
State University; Erin McHenry-Sorber, West Virginia University
Room: 104
Join members of NREA’s Research and Higher Education Committee in a discussion about NREA’s Research
priorities. Stakeholder perspectives are essential for informing the development of a revised list of research
priorities. Contribute to the process in this interactive session designed to gather multiple perspectives.
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
12:30 – 1:15 P.M.
LUNCH
Room: White River Ballroom

1:15 – 2 P.M.
NREA AWARDS (Livestreamed)
2021 NATIONAL RURAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR (Livestreamed)
Room: White River Ballroom

LAURIE SMITH, 4th Grade Teacher, SEM Schools, Sumner, NE
2021 National Rural Teacher of the Year
Laurie took her first teaching job in August 1996 at Garden County Schools where she taught second grade
until 2000 before taking a position for Chappell Public Schools (later became the consolidated school of
Creek Valley). Laurie taught first grade until 2007, and then moved back to central Nebraska. Upon moving
back, she accepted the position of starting a part-time preschool program, and now is a fourth grade teacher,
which she absolutely loves. She is Married to Todd Smith and has three children, Brayden (24 years old and a
graduate of Southeast Community College in Beatrice, NE), Parker (20 and will complete his requirements at
Central Community College in Kearney, NE in December and will transfer into the University of Nebraska at
Kearney to complete his degree), and Josie (16 years old and a junior at Sumner-Eddyville-Miller).

Award Sponsored by:
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
60-MINUTE IN-PERSON SESSIONS • 2:15 – 3:15 P.M.
Building a Culture of Self-advocacy and Self-determination in Students
Presenters: Michelle DeWitt, Veronica Ramon, and Laura Juarez, Lyford CISD
Room: White River A
Lyford CISD recognized that throughout the PK–12 system students were not able to articulate their learning
goals or specialized needs. Two years ago, the district set out to change the culture of the organization and
focus on building the capacity of students through self-advocacy and self-determination. In general, students
struggle to advocate for themselves. In special education, this is amplified by students who do not have an
understanding of their disability and their individual needs related to supports and academic services. As a
result, the district set out to change the way students are involved in their educational experience and build
their capacity to speak with parents, teachers, and administrators about their needs, experiences, and goals.
New Mexico Ready and Equitable Career and Technical Education (RECTE)
Presenter: Joseph Goins, NS4ed, LLC
Room: White River B
Learn how a recent five-year grant will benefit counselors as they help ensure students are college and careerready. The grant, named New Mexico Ready and Equitable Career and Technical Education (RECTE), will fund
the creation of courses that help further students’ career awareness, exploration, or preparedness and help
them become ready for college. These courses support academic learning through a career-connected math
curriculum and expand access to Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses.
Rural Student Success: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at the Center
Presenters: Sheresa Boone Blanchard and Amy Swain, East Carolina University
Room: White River D
Zygmunt-Filwalk (2011) found preservice teacher candidates often enter teacher education programs with
preconceived and sometimes negative beliefs about families. In order to prepare current and future early
childhood professionals to meaningfully partner with families, we must intentionally engage practitioners
in recognizing their own biases about family structure and family capabilities. The importance of critical
self-reflect cannot be understated (Kyles & Olafson, 2008) because it provides a mechanism by which the
reflector can provide candid reflections and responses. Explore a strength-based approach that centers on
building relationships and centering individual diversity to support more equitable and inclusive classrooms.
Outside the Lines Turning Crises Into Opportunities
Presenter: Robert Mackey, Unadilla Valley Central School District
Room: White River G
John Dewey stated, “A problem well-defined is a problem half solved.” A focus on shifting professional culture and
careful navigation can help teams of educators in our rural schools work collaboratively to move their classrooms and
schools out of the box of traditional learning and leading. Engage in using tools to brainstorm a new vision for rural
public education and learn how the power of collaboration can build a professional culture that can nimbly navigate
the ever changing landscape of public education. The goal is to think “outside the box” and have fun learning.
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Anecdotes from Appalachia: Principals’ Perspectives on Key Performance Indicators for Improvement
Presenter: Krista Mann, The University of the Cumberlands
Room: White River I
Principals facing state designations for improvement know there are many layers to turning around struggling
schools, demanding leadership to delve into the school’s culture and the academic rigor within classrooms.
Educators often look at data-driven structures to help determine improvement practices, but often, research
neglects the rural perspective, so rural administrators must formulate creative solutions to fit their school
and communities’ DNA. Hear from principals’ voices in rural Appalachia after facing state designations and
examine their anecdotal truths about leading effective turnaround efforts within rural schools.
Building Capacity in Rural Districts Using Online Content and Resources
Presenters: Jeff Farden, Jeff Simmons, and Ryan Gravette Idaho Digital Learning Alliance; Ryan Cantrell,
Bruneau-Grand View Joint School District
Room: White River J
Idaho Digital Learning Alliance (IDLA), the NREA State Affiliate for Idaho, will walk attendees through
the steps they took to provide quality online learning content and support to rural districts during school
shutdowns amid the pandemic. During this time, IDLA increased offerings and partnered with districts to
build capacity to ensure all Idaho students were provided opportunities to continue learning while schools
were closed. Leave with an understanding of the support provided and an action plan and resources for
implementing quality online learning within your state, district, or school.

Uniquely Rural Answers to “What Really Matters?” for Education Reform
Presenters: Sean Rickert, Pima Unified School District; Melissa Sadorf, Stanfield School District
Room: 102
Policy makers puzzle over how to improve America’s schools, but fail to appreciate the uniqueness of rural
schools. This leads them to answer the question, “What really matters?” wrong. Explore a decade’s worth of data
from the Arizona Auditor General’s Arizona School Spending Reports. View a comprehensive and longitudinal
look at how variables ranging from student teacher ratios to students in poverty affect student achievement.
This broad dataset sheds light on the question, and provides interesting insights into the difference between
Arizona’s homogeneous metropolitan and suburban schools, and the more diverse rural schools.
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60-MINUTE VIRTUAL SESSIONS
Available On-Demand
Please note: Most in-person sessions will also offer a virtual version
of their presentation, available on-demand.

Partnerships with Purpose
Presenters: Lisa Meysembourg, Michelle Barrow, and Morgan Wright, Deep East Texas College & Career Alliance
Leaders of six small rural school districts, in partnership with two institutions of higher education and
philanthropy support, created a collaboration to serve over 7,000 students in deep east Texas to meaningfully
increase educational opportunities for students to enroll in college and career courses. Learn how the Alliance
designed The Higher Education & Technology Center at Jasper and collaborated to develop systems and
transformational strategies to prepare students for college and careers.
We Have Homelessness, Too: Rural Schools Supporting Homeless Students
Presenters: Patricia Julianelle, SchoolHouse Connection; Heather Denny, Montana Office of Public Instruction
Did you know rural communities have the same prevalence of youth homelessness as big cities? Hear about
innovative strategies to identify and support students experiencing homelessness in rural communities,
including on Indian reservations. Leave with tips for using Title I funds, collaborating with community partners,
thinking regionally, and bringing services like food banks and clothing closets into the school. Learn more
about serving students of color and social justice issues. And most importantly, a student will share their dos
and don’ts based on their lived experience with rural homelessness.
Equity in STEAM Education: Reaching a Rural Audience
Presenters: Denise Issac, Bobby Akers, Zachary Nicholas, and Mike Bell, Floyd County Schools
One thing the pandemic has highlighted is the inequity of access to STEAM resources in rural schools. Floyd
County schools set out to provide equity in access by offering a lending library for STEAM resources, as well
as a STEM bus for when school finally goes back in person. Virtual lessons, and a repository for high level
teacher examples were created for those students learning from home.
Creating Inclusive Classrooms Through Anti-Bias Learning
Presenter: Caterina Rodriguez, Anti-Defamation League
Learn how to create more inclusive classrooms through the four pillars of anti-bias education, experience firsthand what anti-bias learning looks like through a brief activity, and walk away with activities and resources
that educators can implement in their classrooms.
Rural Math Teacher Retention and Efficacy for the STEM Economy
Presenters: Kirk Banghart, Generation Schools Network/Colorado Rural Education Collaborative; Katie AndersonPence, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs; Wendy Loloff Cooper, Generation Schools Network
Generation Schools Network/Colorado Rural Education Collaborative, the South Central Board of Cooperative
Educational Services (representing 11 rural districts), and teaching and learning professors from the University of
Colorado offered a package of supports for rural math teachers with the goal of improving efficacy, retention,
and leadership. This project took place over the course of three years and was supported by two grants.
Support included scholarship incentives for additional coursework, monthly professional learning communities,
a summer institute, and mentor teacher training, which led to a 90% math teacher retention rate. Learn more
about the applications for your community in preparing students to be successful in the STEM economy.
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Increasing Identification of Services for Diverse Rural Gifted Students
Presenters: Kristina Hesbol, Norma Hafenstein, Joi Lin, and Fayaz Amiri, University of Denver
This five-year study, funded by the Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program, is
designed to increase the identification of and services to rural students who identify as Hispanic, Native
American, English Learners, or who are economically under-resourced. Explore the iterative design thinking
process used with schools at five geographically remote sites in Colorado, including public elementary
schools and a K-12 tribal Montessori academy. Using ECHO technology, learn how educators facilitate 16
weeks of professional learning to generate co-constructed solutions to site-specific problems of practice.
What Comes Next for Rural Community Colleges After the Pandemic?
Presenters: Gretchen Schmidt, National Center for Inquiry and Improvement; Kirstin Yeado, Ascendium
The Rural Leadership Learning Community, is a venue for rural college leaders from across the country to
gather monthly and discuss the challenges they have faced as a result of the pandemic. The group identified
six key topics they will contend with post-pandemic, which are addressed in a series of “What Comes Next?”
briefs. These briefs are designed to help rural colleges across the country navigate these uncertain times.
Topics range from increasing a college-going mindset to building to partnerships with community-based
organizations to provide holistic student supports.
Common Uses of Small, Rural School Achievement (SRSA) Grant Funds
Presenters: Staff from the U.S. Department of Education, Rural Education Achievement Program (REAP)
The U.S. Department of Education (Department) will share General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)
statement data from fiscal year (FY) 2020 and 2021 Small, Rural School Achievement (SRSA) grant
applications. Section 427 of the GEPA requires grantees to describe the steps they will take to ensure
equitable access to, and participation in, the SRSA program by addressing the special needs of students,
teachers, and other program beneficiaries. The Department will highlight how grantees ensure equitable
access to the SRSA program, the types of programs and activities SRSA funds support in rural districts, and
how spending has shifted due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Economic Sustainability in Rural America: Perspectives from U.S. Department of Education
Presenters: Staff from the U.S. Department of Education, Grantees, and Program Participants
The U.S. Department of Education (Department) will profile a few Federal programs with direct ties to rural
living and learning. The presentation will include Department offices that directly support rural education,
such as: the Rural Education Achievement Program; the Office of Education Technology; the Office of Career,
Technical, and Adult Education; and the 21st Century Community Learning Center Program. Participants will
discuss available funding and current initiatives related to economic sustainability in rural America and share
perspectives from their grantees and program participants in the field. Learn about funding and initiatives to
support economic sustainability in your rural school system.
Strengthening the Leadership and Connection of Rural School Leaders
Presenter: Jennifer Dubey, Teach For America
Isolation from strong professional development and colleagues who share context is a critical factor in rural
school leaders’ ability to sustain and maximize their efforts in leadership roles. Explore the methods used by
The Rural School Leadership Academy as one approach to bring rural leaders together in a community of
practice and development. Discover a set of leadership learning experiences and how they create a thriving,
even when virtual, community of engaged rural leaders. Learn how to apply these ideas to your own school
leadership development priorities and practices.
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Proven Work-based Models in Rural Communities Leveraging Certifications and Apprenticeships
Presenters: Jasen Jones, ACT, Inc.; Neil Reddy, Manufacturing Skill Standards Council; John Hodgson,
Tennessee College of Applied Technology (TCAT)
Industry-specific career pathway education models should be available, accessible, affordable, and high
quality. Students must be provided with the opportunity to learn and earn by acquiring shorter term
credentials with clear labor market value in their rural community. Learn about tools to identify quality,
stackable credentials and how to incorporate them into a youth or pre-apprenticeship program.
Equitable Access in Rural Communities: Proven Strategies to Explore
Presenters: Cindy Hamblin, Virtual Learning Leadership Alliance; Robert Currie, Montana Digital Learning
Academy; Bradley Mitchell, VirtualSC; Cheryl Charlton, Idaho Digital Learning Alliance
Equitable access to the internet, course offerings, and qualified instructors are a few of the many challenges faced
by rural schools. As a result of the pandemic, addressing gaps in learning over the last year has added to the list of
challenges for all schools. Join this panel of online learning leaders and district representatives to discuss innovative
strategies for addressing these educational challenges. Tactics covered will include datacasting, supporting the
development of district level online programs, resources to address learning gaps, and enhance course access.
“Wicked Problems” in Agricultural and Social Science Education: Place-Based Education, Community
Engagement and Relevancy for Rural Learning
Presenters: Susan Foster, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville; Jamie Nash-Mayberry, Cobden Public
Schools; Grant Miller, Southern Illinois University Carbondale
In environmental management there is the concept of “wicked problems” (Newell & Simon, 1972; Whyte &
Thompson, 2012). In those instances, science may offer a very simple solution; however, there are historical,
cultural, economic, social, political, etc. layers that may complicate a clear solution. As a result, environmental
managers point out that it is more realistic to find ways to manage these problems than solving them. Explore
innovative ways educators are addressing “wicked problems” by merging concepts in agriculture and the
social sciences to engage secondary students in place-based education and community engagement as they
tackle interdisciplinary world and local issues.
Finding Flow: Using Outdoor Spaces to Reclaim Authentic Learning
Presenter: Joe Pounds, Nature Kin Pocket Forest Schools
Explore the concept of flow—what it is, what it looks like, and how natural environments invite it to happen.
View videos and still pictures to observe children authentically engaged in learning and identify common
elements. Tools will be shared to help record and communicate children’s development to school leaders,
parents, and stakeholders.
Developing the Strengths of Rural Youth to Invest in Rural Places
Presenter: Kristen Seward, Purdue University
The Place-Based Investment Model of Talent Development is a programming model that aims to develop the
talents of high-potential youth who may, in turn, re-invest their talents back into the community. The theoreticallygrounded model includes five pathways for talent development: 1. enrichment, 2. advanced learning, 3. specialized
guidance, 4.human connections, and 5. entrepreneurial thinking. Although applicable in many contexts, the model
is built around three imperatives that we specifically envision for rural contexts, which are variously defined by
unique place-based characteristics. This strength-based approach encourages thinking about rural communities as
places ripe with opportunity for talented, resourceful, and entrepreneurial individuals.
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Teacher Licensure Programs for Place-bound Students
Presenters: Todd Goodson and Lori Goodson, Kansas State University
Discover two innovative distance programs delivering high-quality teacher credentialing course work and field
experiences to place-bound students. The best hope to fill rural schools with high-quality, committed teachers
are grow-your-own programs tapping available talent. These programs have a track record of success in
this area. The first is an innovative Master of Arts in teaching preparing qualified candidates holding an
undergraduate degree to teach in 12 months. The second, an undergraduate online licensure program, offers a
plus-two companion program for candidates holding an associate of arts degree.
Accelerating Education Outcomes for Children Across Rural Communities
Presenters: Regina Washington, Partners for Education at Berea College; Nicholas Carrington, Save the Children
Save the Children and Partners for Education engage communities across rural America through a collective
impact approach to accelerate educational outcomes for children across the cradle to career continuum. This
approach supports communities in building sustainable cross-sector partnerships that improve communitylevel results, addresses barriers to education outcomes, and provides relevant programs, resources, and
capacity building opportunities. Learn about the implementation of a collective impact model within rural
communities, conducting results-based action planning and the implementation of various strategies to
achieve and sustain progress for children.
Public Schools: The Economic Engine of Rural Communities
Presenters: Jon Andes and Sarah Guy, Salisbury University
Public schools are the economic engine of rural communities. As the largest employer in rural communities,
public schools have a major economic impact on rural regions. To determine the economic impact, four
research questions were explored: 1. What is the impact of spending through the yearly operational budget
by the school system?; 2. What is the economic value of degrees awarded?; 3. What are the economic
development impacts?; and 4. What are the public cost savings? This study will share the immediate and longterm return on investment of rural school systems.
Rural America: Equity and Justice From a State Level
Presenters: Cathy Grace, University of Mississippi; Beverly Boals Gilbert, Arkansas State University
The American Rescue Plan has given new life to the early care and education system in the country. As states
determine how their funds will be spent, rural communities must advocate for the needs of children and
families. Strategies and procedures that can be implemented by rural early care and education advocates as
well as economic development leaders will be discussed.
Joys and Challenges of Modern-day Life in a Frontier School
Presenter: Kristi Borge, Polaris School District
Kristi Borge is the 2021 Montana teacher of the year. In this session, Borge shares her successes and
challenges of teaching grades K-8 in a one-room schoolhouse in rural southwest Montana. A focus on
instructional planning strategies, such as curricular integration, experiential learning, and community
partnerships will aim to illustrate the way Borge and her peers approach designing instruction to meet the
diverse needs of students. A closer look at specific projects, collaborations, and addressing issues faced by
rural teachers and students will provide a window into the experience of frontier schools.
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Disaster Mental Health in Schools: Lessons Learned from a Rural School-Community-University Partnership
Presenters: Loni Crumb, Janeé Avent Harris, Kristen Cuthrell, and Allison Crowe, East Carolina University;
Andre Whitfield and Lafreda Sawyer, Lenoir County Public Schools; Stella Downs and LaShawn ScottRobertson, Jones County Public Schools
Disasters are calamitous events that disrupt the normal functioning of communities and families, causing
human, economic, material, and environmental losses that may exceed one’s ability to cope without
specialized resources and services. The following presentation will highlight lessons learned from a schoolcommunity-university partnership, Project Don’t Wait, to address disaster mental health (DMH) preparation
and response in rural schools. Implications for rural school personnel will be at the forefront of the session
so that interested educators will feel more knowledgeable about the topics of DMH and ways that schoolcommunity-university partnerships can assist with DMH needs.
Supporting Rural Teachers in Developing Equitable and Inclusive Mindsets/Practices
Presenters: Bryan Mascio, Beth Fornauf, Allie Tompkins, and Marie Collins, University of New Hampshire:
Teacher Residency for Rural Education (TRRE)
We all want our schools and classrooms to be more equitable and more inclusive—for the good of all kids—
but how do we support our teachers in that work? In the Rural Teacher Residency (preparation) program,
learn how they have navigated this challenge using a combination of approaches (e.g., Universal Design or
Learning, DisCrit, Brene Brown’s work, etc.) as they prepare teachers for high-need rural schools in the region.
Explore resources, discuss successes and setbacks, and learn how to connect these ideas to you own work.
Expanding Achievement: Access + Coaching = Success
Presenters: Sara Leikin, National Math and Science Initiative; Martha Kagan, VHS Learning, Smithwick
Midway through an EIR Rural ACCESS grant from the Department of Education, the National Math and Science
Initiative (NMSI) and VHS Learning, Inc. are excited to share what they’ve learned about providing rural students
opportunities for access to and success in Advanced Placement courses. Learn about lessons learned and
success stories that demonstrate the drive and resilience of rural students when paired with high quality online
courses, professional development for their teachers, student resources, and individualized coaching.
How to Help Ethnic Minorities in Rural Poverty
Presenter: Michael Rajter, University of Louisiana Monroe
This session looks at different ways that schools in rural poverty can help their ethnic minority students thrive.
Discover ways to mentor new teachers and better ways to engage students in their learning.
Engaging Rural Districts on a Journey to Equity
Presenters: Lisa Baker, Muskingum County ESC, State Support Team Region 12; Georgia Pavlic-Roseberry,
Jefferson County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Rural school districts struggle with grasping and understanding cultural diversity that impacts the culture
within the district. Explore the different approaches used to engage rural districts in exploration of different
equity models. Learn about the equity journey and the barriers they had to overcome in order to begin
making progress with districts. Resources and examples of ways to permeate rural district thinking to become
more equitable will be included.
Exemplary Business Program Reaches Rural Students with Tech and Collaboration
Presenters: Laurie Urich, MBA Research & Curriculum Center; Janet Brophy, Haxtun High School
Schools in the plains of Colorado sometimes have only 20 students per grade, making it difficult to fill elective
courses and justify their expense. But, when teachers in the area heard about a national business program with
college credit opportunities, project-based learning, and annually updated curriculum, they knew their students
could and should benefit just like those in larger districts. For the last eight years, an innovative plan of shared
technology and expenses has resulted in college credits, student collaboration between schools, and a business
teacher cohort. Discover and experience project-based learning and receive a take-home project.
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Oklahoma Interconnected System Framework: Whole System Engagement Supporting Mental Health Needs
Presenters: Cheryl McGee and Lori Hollingsworth, Oklahoma State Department of Education
Learn about efforts in Oklahoma through state, district, and site partnerships aimed at a system approach to
meeting the mental health needs of youth in three rural districts. Learn what has been done at the state agency
to leverage the resources and talent across several related projects and departments to begin articulating an
interconnected system framework and how work across multiple projects is building capacity to support districts
and sites. District and site leaders will share how they have used a strengths-based approach to creating a
tiered system that addresses teaming, data systems, evidence-based curricular and instructional practices, and
continuous improvement cycles to be responsive to schoolwide, small group, and individual student needs. Hear
about their journey and leadership strategies in a way that allows for reflection and dialogue with others.
Power of Place-based Education: Helping Rural Educators Leverage Local Assets
Presenters: Brandi Stroecker, Tennessee STEM Innovation Network; Carolyn Kaldon and Todd Zoblotsky,
Center for Research in Education Policy, University of Memphis
Hear how the Tennessee Rural STEM Collaborative leverages place-based education (PBE) to increase rural
educators’ capacity to connect with valuable expertise and access assets that focus on STEM locally. Through
this cohort model, educators strengthen leadership skills and develop an understanding of STEM in their
communities. Utilizing work-alike groups and targeted support, educators discover how PBE can be used
to create learner-centered, experiential and project-based learning experiences for students. This approach
increases student engagement, deeply impacts the community, and promotes the understanding of STEM in
a local context. Learn more about how an effectively designed collaborative professional development model
can connect educators with local STEM assets and provide meaningful learning opportunities for students.
Growing Your Own Educational Leaders: Implications for Rural Districts
Presenters: Cheryl Lambert, John McConnell, Benita Bruster, and James Thompson, Austin Peay State University
Examine a “grow your own” model of leadership preparation and placement of educational administrators in
Tennessee. The growing need for school and district administrators in the rural counties of Tennessee mirrors
a nationwide issue and state policymakers and practitioners must respond appropriately to sustain adequate
K–12 educational leadership that is representative of state demographics. Recommendations for policy and
practice are provided for state and local education agencies, as well as principal preparation programs in
higher education.
Accelerating ALL Learners: Tennessee’s Work to Ready Rural Students
Presenter: Commissioner Penny Schwinn, Tennessee Department of Education
Hear from the Commissioner of Tennessee as she shares about Tennessee rural education investments that
emphasize critical pathways and pipelines that business and communities have supported to further advance
economic development, growth, and prosperity.
Teaching Behind the Pine Curtain: An East Texas Educator’s Perspective
Presenter: Amanda Rudolph, Stephen F. Austin State University
Hear from a rural educator, who has been teaching in rural public schools and universities for over 20 years
and the strategies that have been created to connect rural students to more global issues. Discover curriculum
that was developed to prepare preservice teachers to be inclusive and less divisive, while also creating
connections to local issues. New teachers should be prepared to help model inclusivity and understanding of
disenfranchised groups.
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Rural Nursing Education Consortium: Collaborating for Healthcare and Workforce Needs
Presenters: Kelty Garbee, Texas Rural Funders; Reo Pruiett, Educate Texas; Tamara Clunis, Amarillo College;
Shannon Carroll, Frank Phillips College
The Rural Nursing Education Consortium is an innovative collaboration between three colleges and five
hospitals that is training 60 nurses over three years to fill a critical rural nursing shortage. Students transition
from the Licensed Vocational Nurse program to the Registered Nurse program and complete coursework
and clinicals on campuses close to home, but benefit from expertise across institutions through technologysupported learning. Learn how one rural community created a replicable model that solves a healthcare
shortage in their community and hear from state-level partners about how this work is impacting Texas.
Performance-based Assessment in the UK: Rural Issues Set a National Agenda
Presenter: Tim Thomas, James Madison University
Throughout the United Kingdom, the John Muir Trust awards certificates to students in schools, as well as
to learners in a variety of non-formal settings, who complete place-based projects that connect people with
the land. Through its theme of exploration in your locality, the Muir Awards acquaint learners with issues that
affect people in rural settings. The Muir Awards have also become the driver for national educational practice.
Explore photos and stories from visits to several school sites in England to display ways that performancebased assessments contribute to learner growth and community stewardship.
A Rural Bhutanese Village School Leading the Way in Place-based Education
Presenters: Leslie Cook, Emma Griffin, and Alex Sivitskis, Teton Science Schools; Kuenzang Dorji, Bhutan Teacher
Since 2017 the Bhutan Youth Development Fund and Teton Science Schools have been working together
to support a small, remote, rural primary school in implementing place-based education. The Bhutan Youth
Development Fund is connected to this school and project as a way to promote rural vitality and stem rural
to urban migration that is common in Bhutan. Teton Science Schools has been partnering with education
institutions in Bhutan since 2008 to support “Bhutanizing” the curriculum in order to make it more relevant to
Bhutanese children. Learn more about the school, partnership, and place-based projects undertaken.
Hispanic/Latinx Community Perceptions of and Responses to Inequitable Gifted Programming
Presenters: Laura Levi Altstaedter and Angela Novak, East Carolina University
Are Hispanic/Latinx students equitably represented in rural gifted programs? No. Multiple data sources
confirm these statistics. Rarely do we hear the parent or community voices stifled by the data. Learn about a
community-engaged scholarly project that examines parental and community perceptions of and their potential
responses to the identification and service provision practices for gifted children within a rural community,
specifically highlighting underrepresentation in gifted programs with a focus on Hispanic/Latinx students. The
project’s goals include providing resources and recommendations to Hispanic/Latinx communities to help
address inequities with regard to identification and service provisions for their gifted children.
Examining Rural School Principals’ Perceptions of Cultural Competence Preparedness
Presenters: Brian Uriegas and Summer Pannell, Stephen F. Austin State University; Juliann Sergi McBrayer,
Georgia Southern University
Racial justice and inequality have created tense environments across the country in rural and urban areas.
The focal points of these inequalities include police brutality, voter suppression, disproportionality of minority
prison incarcerations, and educational disparities. Additionally, the unrest caused by these inequalities are
impacting rural schools nationwide. Examine the self-efficacy of rural school principals as it relates to their
competence in dealing with cultural issues and diversity on their respective campuses considering the current
backdrop of racial inequality and unrest.
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Equity-based MTSS: The Promise and Payoff Across Rural Environments
Presenters: Dawn Miller, SWIFT Education Center, University of Kansas; Colleen Myers, Cerra Vista Elementary
School; Peter Stoll, Humbolt County Office of Education; Rindy DeVoll, Butte County Office of Education
Dive deeper into researched outcomes and lived experiences associated with Equity-Based MTSS
implementation and improved student outcomes across California rural sites. Hear from members of the
California Rural Education Network Research Team, as they bring unique perspectives from from the
University of Kansas, Humboldt County Office of Education, and Hollister School District. Learn about the
mindset and practices of meeting whole child needs with equity-based MTSS and the leadership, professional
learning, and coaching necessary for implementation and sustainability from a rural vantage point.

20-MINUTE VIRTUAL RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM SESSIONS
Piloting During a Pandemic: Results from Rural District Attendance Pilots
Presenters: Jennifer Ash, Katherine Kieninger, and Kellie Solowski, National Center for Rural Education
Research Networks
The National Center for Rural Education Research Networks (NCRERN) is an IES-funded research and
development center that works with over 35 rural school districts across Upstate New York and Ohio. Learn
more about the findings from the first year of intervention pilot partner districts completed that were focused
on attendance during the 2020-21 school year concurrent with the COVID-19 pandemic.
Preparing Teacher Candidates to Teach About Social Inequities and Place
Presenter: Katherine Kieninger, Ohio University
Teacher educators strive to prepare rurally located teacher candidates to have an understanding of place
before they enter rural schools for field placements. However, teacher candidates’ nascent understanding
of social inequities and larger movements in current events aimed at decreasing those social inequities
leave teacher candidates falling short in understanding place in high poverty rural schools and communities.
Explore the implications for teacher preparation programs and classrooms in which the candidates may teach.
Rural Leader Improvisation: Lessons for Change
Presenter: Elizabeth Wargo, University of Idaho
To better understand leadership for rural education change, this study explores improvisation and the
drivers of emergent innovation associated with taking learning outside during the pandemic. Using a miniethnographic case study approach, with an emphasis on participant discourse, this study explores the
improvisation of these leaders between April-November 2020. Findings indicate they were driven by scarcity,
urgency, and shared identity as they drew upon local assets and found “spacious enough” opportunities for
critical place-based inquiry, a promising element for place-conscious work.
Where Are Young Black Lives in the Rural Untied States?
Presenter: Phillip Grant and Tori Martin, University of West Georgia
This critical descriptive analysis of demography seeks to understand where Black rural youth live in the
United States. Using data from the National Center for Education Statistics, this analysis found that rural
Black youth make up 9.3% of all rural youth in the United States, making this the second most populous
rural demographic, behind Hispanic (15.9%). Black youth are the largest minoritized population in 12 states.
Mississippi holds the largest number and the largest portion of Black rural youth (146,296; 45.9%). Explore
more about the findings from this demographic analysis.
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Rural Education Technology Review: Promise and Challenge
Presenters: Elizabeth Wargo and Jeff Simmons, University of Idaho
In this session synthesis of 30 years of rural education literature associated with technology will be shared as a
jumping-off point to ignite informed dialogue about the use of education technology as part of rural schooling.
Examining Rural Attachment and Aspirations Among Racially Diverse Rural Youth
Presenters: Gresi Irdam, Angela Starrett, Mathhew Irvin, Christine Lotter, and Jan Yow, University of South Carolina
This study examines the relationship between individual factors (i.e., gender, race, and perceptions of teacher
and peer belonging) and rural attachment and aspirations (i.e., community, proximity, and land aspirations)
among rural secondary students. Findings from the study reveal the influence of peers and teachers on
adolescents’ rural attachment and aspirations. Results show that teacher belonging has a positive influence
on the rural attachment of Hispanic youth. Also, while rural youth of color compared to Caucasians tend to
have lower levels of rural attachment and aspirations, results illustrate that Black students have higher rural
community aspirations.
Video Killed the Radio Star: Evaluating Computer-based Reading Intervention Effectiveness
Presenters: Brit’ny Stein, Oklahoma State University, Center for Health Sciences; Benjamin Solomon, SUNY-Albany
The rapid infusion of technology into classrooms raises a number of questions regarding the effectiveness
of these instructional supports. Technology-based educational programs have been widely adopted due to
appealing interfaces and the ability to support groups of students with minimal teacher support; this latter
feature being particularly attractive for rural schools. However, empirical literature lags behind adoption,
which is concerning when programs are advertised for use with vulnerable students at-risk for reading
deficits. This presentation will present results of a study designed to evaluate the effectiveness the Lexia
Core5 reading intervention programs in remediating literacy deficits.
Connecting the Dots: Rural Students and College-going Intentions
Presenters: Anne Hornak, Frim Ampaw, Sarah Williams, and Skylar Anderson, Central Michigan University
Rural students differ in their college-going rates and persistence through higher education. Researchers
have been studying why rural students differ so greatly related to college-going rates, as well as graduation
for some time. However, few studies have looked at the predictors of college-going intention related to
gender, socioeconomic, and support from home. This study was designed to address how those variables
impact college-going intentions for junior and senior rural high school students. Explore data from a survey
administered in five rural high schools in the Midwest.
Leadership Lessons Learned from Innovative Rural Bright Spots
Presenter: Kristina Hesbol, University of Denver
Examine lessons learned from three geographically diverse partnerships from the Rural Innovative School
Leadership Networked Improvement Community (RISL_NIC) from elementary schools in Oregon, South
Carolina, and Colorado. Thought leader practitioner partners from these “bright spots” will describe how
they interrogated their data to identify their problem of practice, using some form of the iterative inquiry
methodology (e.g., action research, design thinking, improvement science), applying an intervention and
studying the results in depth.
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Investigating the Role of Pre-service Teacher Placements in Rural Schools
Presenter: Hernan Cuervo, University of Melbourne, Australia
Explore the role that initial teacher education placements can play in rural settings to address the
school staffing shortage in Australia. The work draws on a qualitative study with pre-service teachers at
a metropolitan university who elected to complete a rural teaching placement. Findings point to rural
subjectivity, or consciousness, in motivations for pre-service teachers to undertake rural work, and the
potential for this subjectivity to be an explanatory variable of why pre-service teachers take on a rural
appointment. This research highlights the usefulness of a recognition approach and of rural subjectivity.
It’s Like Fuel: Rural Educator Collaboration for English Learners
Presenters: Maria Coady and Nidza Marichal, University of Florida
Despite the growth of linguistically diverse populations in the rural U.S., there is limited adequate teacher and
leader preparation for English learners (ELs) and programs that use students’ first language for accessing
academic content and learning. “A fair chance for a good life” includes the knowledge of teacher and leaders
about the role of first languages and cultures for diverse students’ learning. This presentation demonstrates
how the work of highly-prepared educators following a professional development project holds the potential
to transform relationships and learning for rural EL students.
Principal Understandings of and Responses to Place in Teacher Staffing
Presenter: Erin McHenry-Sorber, West Virginia University
Schools across the predominately rural West Virginia are experiencing widespread teacher shortages,
though recruitment and retention difficulties are unevenly distributed across place. Using spatial in/justice
as the framework, explore how principals define place, how place influences principal perceptions of teacher
recruitment and retention, and how principals respond to these staffing challenges given their leadership
experiences, relationship to school community, and understandings of place affordances and disadvantages.
Rurality, Community College, and Developmental Writing in the Pacific Islands
Presenter: Charles Allen Brown, Purdue University
The research presented here was a case study conducted at one community college in the Commonwealth of
the Northern Marianas Islands (CNMI), a Pacific territory of the United States. Given the “hyper-rural” nature
of the CNMI, this case study sheds light on the importance of the community college to the life chances of
rural people. This work considered the need for developmental writing instruction and institutional responses
in light of resource constraints. Explore the results of this research with a focus on the lessons for rural
education in general.
Working With Immigrant Students: Rural Educators’ Experiences
Presenter: Stephanie Oudghiri, Purdue University
Rural communities across the U.S. are experiencing a rapid increase in the number of immigrant students.
While the number of culturally and linguistically diverse students continues to grow within Midwestern states,
the demographics of teachers remain white, female, and monolingual. This paper explores rural educators’
beliefs, attitudes, and practices grounded in their experiences of working with immigrant students. Using
narrative inquiry, Swanson’s (1991) middle-range theory of caring served as the conceptual framework in
which to meaning of educator-student relations through an ethic of care.
Why is This Even a Debate?
Presenter: Casey Jakubowski, Hudson Valley Community College, SUNY
When rural reforms focus on the deficit model, residents feel like their world isn’t worthy. This research,
following in the tradition of Azano, Biddle, Hall, and McHenry-Sorber, tries to emphasize how rural reforms,
specifically school consolidations, creates divisiveness and hurt in rural communities. Changing to a positive,
strengths-based collaborative approach, learn more about how people who want to engage in rural reforms can
find common ground, and use network opportunities to grow learning potential across multiple communities.
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Summer Literacy Academy: Equitable Resources for Rural Students
Presenter: Kathrina O’Connell, Bemidji State University
This two-year mixed-methods study explores the effect of equitable resources on participation in a voluntary
summer literacy program for students in grades 4-8. The faucet theory served as the foundation for this study,
providing equitable supports (e.g., transportation, breakfast, lunch, books, enrichment-focused programming)
for students in a rural, Title I school. In the program’s first year, registrations increased 738%, retention
increased 35%, and attendance increased 17%. In addition, students and parents noted the need for equitable
resources for summer program participation and learning.
Supporting Rural Students in Oregon: A Study of Postsecondary Outcomes
Presenters: Sam Riggs, Education Northwest; Denise Callahan, The Ford Family Foundation
Oregon is committed to equitable access to higher education and has set a goal that 80 percent of
Oregonians will earn a postsecondary degree or credential by 2025. Increasing access and completion
for rural students is key to reaching this goal. Recent research examines rural Oregon students’ college
enrollment, persistence, transfer, and completion. The study found that rural students have lower rates
of postsecondary enrollment, persistence, transfer, and completion compared to non-rural students and
gaps have increased over time. Hear about the actionable findings from Oregon’s research to help rural
stakeholders support their students in high school and beyond.
Digital Divide: A Case Study of Teachers’ Perspective of Technology Use in Rural Elementary Classrooms
Presenter: Parama Chaudhuri, Indiana University Bloomington
Today, K-12 classrooms include access to and use of technology as a matter of policy and necessity. The
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 2001 stated that schools need to mandatorily emphasize
technology integration in all areas of K–12 education. However, in K-12, the use of technology is not
homogenous as it is affected by multiple factors like, policy, attitude, and belief of teachers toward technology
and geographical location of schools and students. This dissimilarity in technology use could result in a digital
divide which Warschauer (2011) describes as ‘social stratification due to unequal ability to access, adapt, and
create knowledge’ using technology. Through the lens of the digital divide, this qualitative, exploratory case
study will investigate how teachers in rural elementary schools use technology in their classrooms.
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NREA PAST PRESIDENTS
1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1907

Organized by 28 people under auspices of National Education Association. The
original letter was signed by Dick J. Crosby of the Department of Agriculture in
Washington D.C.

1908

David B. Johnson – First Presdident Eleted and Installed – Rockhill South Carolina –
Meeting in Cleveland

1909

Kenyon Butterfield – Massachusettes – Meeting in Denver, CO

1910

James Barr – California – Meeting in Boston, MA

1911

B.M. Davis – Ohio – Meeting in San Francisco CA

1912

Ernest E. Balcomb – North Carolina – Meeting in Chicago, IL

1913

E.C. Bishop – Iowa – Meeting in Salt Lake City, UT

1914

George Works – New York – Meeting in St. Paul, MN

1915

W.H. French – Michigan – Meeting in Salt Lake City, UT

1916

Charles Lane – Washington DC – Meeting in Portland, OR

1917

H.W. Foght – Washington DC – Meeting in Pittsburgh, PA

1918

H.A. Allan – Maine – Meeting in Milwaukee, WI

1919

Officially became the Department of Rural Education under NEA

1919

Eli Rapp – Pennsylvania – Meeting in Salt Lake City, UT

1920

Ernest Burnham – Michigan – Meeting in Des Moines, IA

1921

C.G. Sargent – Colorado – Meeting in Boston, MA

1922

John M. Foote – Louisiana – Meeting in Oakland, CA

1923

Mary Campbell – Iowa – Meeting in Chicago, IL

1924

A.F. Harman – Alabama – Meeting in Indianapolis, IN

1925

Julian Butterworth – New York – Meeting in Philadelphia, PA

1926

N. Searle Light – Connecticut – Meeting in Seattle, WA

1927

William Robinson – Michigan – Meeting in Minneapolis, MN

1928

Mabel Carney – New York – Meeting in Atlantic City, NJ

1929

Helen Heffeman – California – Meeting in Cleveland, OH

1930

Kate Wofford – New York – Meeting in Detroit, MI

1931

Ray Snider – New York – Meeting in Atlantic City, NJ

1932

Agnes Samuelson – Iowa – Meeting in Chicago, IL

1933

R.E. Jaggers – Kentucky – Meetings in Washington DC and Cleveand, OH

1934

Sue Powers – Tennessee – Meetings in Denver, CO and Atlantic City, NJ

1935

Francis L. Bailey – Meeting in Portland, OR

1936

Fred C. Fisher – Meetings in Detroit, MI and New Orleans, LA

1937

Katherine M. Cook – Meetings in New York City, NY and Atlantic City, NJ

1938

Norman Frost – Tennessee – Meeting in San Francisco, CA

1939

Norman Frost – Tennessee – Meeting in Cleveland, OH

1940

Frank Cyr – New York – Meeting in New York City, NY

1941

Daisy Howard – Michigan – Meeting in Boston, MA

1942

Barton Morgan – Iowa – Meetings in Denver, CO and San Francisco, CA

1943

Barton Morgan – Iowa – Meeting in Indianapolis, IN

1944

Lois Clark – Pennsylvania – Meeting in Pittsburgh, PA
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1950

1960

1970

1980

1945

E.E. Stonecipher – Kansas – Meeting in Buffalo, NY

1946

E.E. Stonecipher – Kansas – Meeting in Cincinnati, OH

1947

Jane Franseth – Washington, DC – Meeting in Indianapolis, IN

1948

Jane Franseth – Washington DC – Meting in Milwaukee, WI

1949

Paul Norris – Iowa – Meeting in Memphis, TN

1950

John S. Carroll – Texas – Meeting in Columbus, OH

1951

W.A. Early – Georgia – Meeting in Dallas, TX

1952

Marjorie Leinauer – Illinois – Meeting in Dallas, TX

1953

M.L. Cushman – Iowa – Meeting in Omaha, NE

1954

Lucille Klinge – Oregon – Meeting in Washington DC

1955

Cliff – Huff – Kansas – Meeting in San Diego, CA

1956

R.E. Harris – Texas – Meeting in Atlanta, GA

1957

Ralph C. Norris – Iowa – Meeting in Denver, CO

1958

Ralph C. Norris – Iowa – Meeting in Dallas, TX

1959

Velma Linford – Wyoming – Meeting in Minneapolis, MN

1960

William Bishop – Colorado – Meeting in Seattle, WA

1961

Cliff Archer – Minnesota – Meeting in Louisville, KY

1962

J.C. Fitzgerald – Oklahoma – Meeting in Pittsburgh, PA

1963

Douglas McRae – Georgia – Meeting in Dallas, TX

1964

Rosalie Farley – Nebraska – Meeting in Detroit, MI

1965

Donald Kruzner – Washington – Meeting in Washington DC

1966

Burton Kreitlow – Wisconsin – Meeting in San Diego, CA

1967

William Dreier – Iowa – Meeting in Atlanta, GA

1968

Noble Gividen – New York – Meeting in Oklahoma City, OK

1969

Olin Gresham – California – Meeting in Spokane, WA

1970

Gordon Swanson – Minnesota – Meeting in Cincinnati, OH

1971

Thomas Quick – Oregon – Meeting in Des Moines, IA

1972

E. Roberts Stephens – Iowa – Meeting in Reno, NV

1973

Thomas Sommerville – Oregon – Meeting in Philadelphia, PA

1974

Everett Edington – New Mexico – Meeting in Springfield, MO

1975

Began separation from the NEA

1975

Tom Lawrence – Texas – Meeting in Portland, OR

1976

David Gilliland – Iowa – Meeting in San Antonio, TX

1977

Leo Soucy – New York – Meeting in Albany, NY

1978

Walter Turner – Colorado – Meeting in Denver, CO

1979

Ray Drage – Ohio – Meeting in Hyannis Port, MA

1980

Completed separation from NEA

1980

Anita Lohr – Arizona – Meeting in Madison, WI

1981

Calvin Bones – Iowa – Meeting in Portland, OR

1982

Glen Thompson – Wisconsin – Meeting in Tuscon, AZ

1983

Roy Brubacher – Colorado – Meeting in Rockport, MA

1984

Rural Education Association Incorporated

1984

James Jess – Iowa – Meeting in Manhattan, KS

1985

Peter Schwalbenberg – Maine – Meeting in Olympia, WA
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1990

2000

2010

2020

1986

Jerry Horn – Kansas – Meeting in Little Rock, AR

1987

Fred Tidwell – Washington – Meeting in Lake Placis, NY

1988

Dwight Bode – Iowa – Meeting in Bismarck, ND

1989

Charlene Rudolf – Maine – Meeting in Reno, NV

1990

Patricia Laubach – North Dakota – Meeting in Colorado Springs, CO

1991

Dave Trujillo – Colorado – Meeting in Jackson, MS

1992

Bill Peter – Missouri – Meeting in Traverse City, MI

1993

Gerald Hanson – Michigan – Meetingin Burlington, VT

1994

Rene “Jay” Bouchard – New York – Meeting in Tuscaloosa, AL

1995

Dean Swanson – Minnesota – Meeting in Salt Lake City, UT

1996

Bennie McKay – Louisiana – Meeting in San Antonio, TX

1997

Paul Street – Arizona – Meeting in Tuscon, AZ

1998

V. Pauline Hodges – Oklahoma – Meeting in Buffalo, NY

1999

John L. Sullivan – Kansas – Meeting in Colorado Springs, CO

2000

Mary Lou Gammon – Arizona – Meeting in Charleston, SC

2001

George Brown – Texas – Meeting in Albequerque, NM

2002

Peter Kachris – New York – Meeting in Portland, OR

2003

Al Eads Jr. – South Carolina – Meeting in Kearney, NE

2004

Mike Copeland – Oklahoma – Meeting in Indianapolis, IN

2005

J.M. Edington III – Arkansas – Meeting in Tuscon, AZ

2006

Robert Newhouse – Kansas – Meeting in Kansas City, MO

2007

Gay Molnar – New York – Meeting in Oklahoma City, OK

2008

Seth Adams – Texas – Meeting in San Antonio, TX

2009

Don Stephens – Wisconsin – Meeting in Cincinnati, OH

2010

Ray Patrick – Missouri – Meeting in Branson, MO

2011

Cindy McIntee – South Carolina – Meeting in Hilton Head South Carolina

2012

Phil Gerik – Texas – Meeting in Cincinnati, OH

2013

Jimmy Cunningham – Arkansas – Meeting in Branson, MO

2014

Gerald Thorne – Texas – Meeting in San Antonio, TX

2015

Sandra Watkins- Illinois – Meeting in St. Louis, MO

2016

J. Scott Turney-Indiana- Meeting in Columbus, OH

2017

Allison Nys-Montana-Meeting in Columbus, OH

2018

Dr. Jason Bell-Tennessee-Meeting in Denver, Colorado

2019

Jimmy Cunningham-Arkansas-Meeting in Louisville, Kentucky

2020

Dr. Jon Habben-Nebraska-Virtual Meeting COVID-19 Pandemic Year

2021

Dr. Jon Habben-Nebraska-Meeting Indianapolis, Indiana

2022

Allison Nys-Montana-Meeting Green Bay, Wisconsin

2023

David Ardrey-Illinois-Meeting TBA
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2021 NREA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2020-2021
Attendees

Position

Attendees

Position

Jon Habben

President

Jayne Downey

Research/Higher Ed Rep

Allison Nys

President-Elect

Heather Zellers

At-Large Rep

David Ardrey

President-Elect-Des.

Sean Rickert

Rural Administrator Rep

Jimmy Cunningham

Past-President

Pat Laubach

State Dept. Rep

Scott Turney

Service Center Rep

Ellen Weeaks

Rural Teacher Rep

Ryan Goodman

State Affiliate Rep

Allen Pratt

Executive Director

Jerry White

School Board Rep
2021 - 2022

Attendees

Position

Attendees

Position

Allison Nys

President

Jayne Downey

Research/Higher Ed Rep

David Ardrey

President-Elect

Heather Zellers

At-Large Rep

Election F’21

President-Elect-Des.

Sean Rickert

Rural Administrator Rep

Jon Habben

Past-President

Pat Laubach

State Dept. Rep

Scott Turney

Service Center Rep

Election F’21

Rural Teacher Rep

Election F’21

State Affiliate Rep

Allen Pratt

Executive Director

Jerry White

School Board Rep
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HOSTED BY
NATIONAL RURAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (NREA) is the voice of all rural schools and
rural communities across the United States. NREA was originally founded as the Department
of Rural Education in 1907. It is the oldest established national organization of its kind in the
United States. Through the years it has evolved as a strong and respected organization of
rural school administrators, teachers, board members, regional service agency personnel,
researchers, business and industry representatives, and others interested in maintaining the
vitality of rural school systems across the country. Learn more at nrea.net.

THE RURAL SCHOOLS COLLABORATIVE was envisioned during an early summer
2014 planning meeting in St. Louis and incorporated as a 501-c-3 nonprofit later that
year. RSC was formally launched in the spring of 2015 with its inaugural Grants in
Place program. The organization’s mission is to build sustainable rural communities
through a keen focus on place, teachers, and philanthropy. RSC’s mission is realized
through four signature efforts: The Place Network, Rural Teacher Corps, Grants in Place, and Impact
Philanthropy. The organization is governed by a volunteer board of directors and supported by a small
professional staff. RSC’s nine Regional Hubs also provide Hub Contacts who facilitate shared work. RSC’s
national programs office is located in Monmouth, Illinois courtesy of Monmouth College and the Galesburg
Community Foundation. In addition, RSC has a small administrative support office in Cambridge, Wisconsin.
Learn more at ruralschoolscollaborative.org.

THE VALUE OF A POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION IS ABOUT A BETTER LIFE
FOR INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, AND
ENTIRE COMMUNITIES.
postsecondaryvalue.org
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