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Minutes of the Bowie School Alumni Group Fall Luncheon held at Macayo’s Mexican Restaurant in
Tucson, March 5, 2016

Thirty alumni and guests attended:
Standing: Wendy Conger, Jeff St. Clair, David Montana, Gabino “Bobby” Montana, Ed Crews, Delbert “Skip”
Fousel, Charles Harmon, Henry and Belinda Castillo, Phyllis Cohorn, Dutch Grusendorf, Elaine Grusendorf,
Larren Yelton
Middle Row: Kathy St. Clair, Juan and Hope Rodriguez, Florina (Tapia) Christiernsson, Tony Cohorn, Ernestine
Crews, Nancy-Jean Welker
Front Row: Evelyn (Spikes) Lathram, Luiza Amodeo, 3 members of Wendy Conger’s family, Gabriella Montana
(Bobby Montana’s great-granddaughter), Bobbie Welker Blandin, Betty Grusendorf, Dolores Montana
Not Pictured: Alta (Hodges) Dangel
Status Reports:
Wendy Conger, 3rd, 4th, 5th grades teacher, gave
a wonderful status of the Bowie Schools. Look
for her update in this newsletter. There is no
change in the status of the Bowie Power Station
or the SunZia power line project. The San Simon
Valley Literacy Organization had their 2016 kickoff with reading, and arts and crafts.
Superintendent St. Clair gave an update of the
clean-up of the Eva Hall building. All openings
have been patched and sealed so no more pigeons
can get in. The clean-up of the debris has started.
The roof and bell tower have been examined and
are deemed to be solid. The inside will be
monitored to be sure it remains sealed. The next
task will be to remove all the old furniture and
equipment that has been stored for many years.
There is some interest from the county in moving
the Jimmie Libhart Branch Library into this
building. Other uses mentioned include a day care
facility.
Reminders and Announcement:
Bowie Chamber of Commerce will sponsor
another Information Fair, April 30th, starting at
10 am.
See updated websites for Bowie Schools, and the
alumni page http://www.bowieschools.org/ , click
on Schools, then Alumni. The Bowie School
Alumni Membership Fee is due at the beginning
of the calendar year. Please send Bowie School
news and “old stories” to the newsletter editor,

Susan Bickel. And remember to make a donation
to Bowie Schools for an Arizona State Tax Credit.
New business:
The latest edition of the newsletter was e-mailed
to everyone with an email address to save printing
and postage costs. If you want one mailed to you,
let Evelyn Lathram know.
Alumni News:
In Memory of: Jackie “Lenzer” Malone, Vernon
Baker, Bill R. Hilburn, Gregory Chavez
Treasurer’s report:
As of February 12, 2016, the bank balance was
$3,893.41.

Those We Will Miss
Jackie (Lenzer) Malone
Vic Boll called today to notify me that Jackie
(Lenzer) Malone passed away February 4th.
There will be a viewing Wednesday, February 10th,
from 10:30am to 11:30 am at South Lawn Cemetery,
5401 South Park Ave, Tucson, AZ 85706.
Graveside services will follow at 11:45am.
Vic tells me she was his cousin on his mother’s side,
was 90 years old, and had been living with her
daughter in Kingman, Arizona.
Evelyn Lathram
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I have known Jackie since 4th grade (1936). As much
as I would like, it has become impossible to go
traveling.
She was the last of my grade school classmates. Patty
(Doyle) McKee did not come to Bowie until 8th
Grade, 1939.
Billie & I were guests with Jackie and her family for
Thanksgiving 1950, Tracy, Calif.
Ray Fousel
Geneva (Aldrich) Anderson (Bowie Class
1935) has passed away, March 2016
Dutch Grusendorf’s aunt Geneva passed away. She
was 97 years old and lived with her daughter in
California. Geneva's sister Nathalie (Aldrich)
Grusendorf was one of the first graduates of Bowie
High School, Class of 1923.
Geneva's ashes will be buried in Bowie’s Desert Rest
Cemetery next February next to her family.
For anyone wanting to send a card, please send it to
Geneva's daughter:
Nancy Brown, 1454 Maddux Dr,Redwood, City,
CA 94061-2417.
From Frances Goodman:
fgoodman1930@gmail.com:
My mother, Katherine Richards (Clarence) Darnell,
was the other half of Bowie’s first graduating class
with her classmate, Natalie Grusendorf. I took my
mother for many years to their ASU class reunions
where they had a great time rooming together
overnight and catching up with their friendship and
reminiscing into the wee hours.
They were in the last class of Tempe Normal School
which became the first class of Tempe Teacher’s
College. They both were thus in the First Graduating
Class of Tempe Teacher’s College. You know that it
later became ASU!
Her father, William Gill Richards, was on the Bowie
school board and was the self-appointed Truant
Officer and when anyone was absent, he went to see
why and provided medicine, or shoes, or whatever it
was that caused their absence. He believed in
education! His name is on the cornerstone of the
school building. And I believe a street in Bowie is
named for the family.
Katherine’s children enjoyed the Bowie’s All School
Reunion at a football game with her where the First
Graduating Class, (All two of them), rode in a car of
their year.
Thanks for the memories…
Please forward my condolences with this to Dutch
Grusendorf so that he might share these memories
with his family.

Gayle Suzanne Reed
Former resident Gayle Suzanne Reed, 66, died on
Aug. 28, 2016. Gayle was the daughter of Jerry
Leonard Montierth and Peggy Mapes (Montierth).
She is preceded in death by her husband Alan Reed
and her parents. Gayle is survived by her daughters,
Sonya and Robin Johnson; five grandchildren,
Brittany, Joseph, Antone, Shaun, and Dakota, and
one great-grandson, TJ; a brother, Jeran Elliott
Montierth; and a sister, Andara Faye Logan.
Gayle served in the U.S. Army and was a devoted
and patriotic member of the American Legion where
she worked for many years and also volunteered
much of her time in helping others.
Funeral services are under the direction of Westlawn
Chapel & Mortuary and will be held on Oct. 22, 2016
at 11 a.m. at the Homewood Cemetery in San Simon.
Arizona Range News, 122 S. Haskell Willcox, Arizona

Raymond Fousel
Raymond Fousel passed away on Monday,
November 14, 2016, in Cottonwood, AZ. He
graduated from Bowie High School in May 1944.
There will be a Memorial Service for him at Faith
Baptist Church in Cottonwood on Saturday,
December 10, 2016, at 11:00 AM. Right after the
service there will be a pot luck lunch. Please bring a
dish to share. The address for Faith Baptist Church is
as follows: 2650 S. Union Drive, Cottonwood, AZ
86326.

Raymond celebrated his 89th birthday at the Bowie
Fall luncheon in Tucson in 2015, with a cake, candle,
and singing. He and his wife, Billie, were very
pleased to be with Bowie Alumni that day.
He said “I can’t think of a better place or activity to
celebrate my 89th birthday than being with friends
from long ago.”
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The Family of Raymond Fousel, 3382 E. Tower Dr.,
Cottonwood, AZ 86326.
There is a very nice picture of the Fousel children in
the “Images of America: Bowie” book. Mary
Doreen, Kenneth, and Delbert (Skip) survive Ray.

Les Jones
Long time Bowie resident Les Jones passed away.
Donella Jones' husband, Les, passed away December
27, 2016. Donella was in the Bowie class of 1953.
They lived in St. David and their mailing address is:
PO Box 1166
Benson, AZ 85602
There will be a service at the Bowie Desert Rest
Cemetery on January 7th at 11:30 am, with a
luncheon at the Elks Club in Willcox afterward.

Bowie Area News

Steve Reno steve.reno@willcoxrangenews.com
An orchard full of nut trees in Bowie, where Texasbased National Pecan recently purchased Fort
Bowie Vineyards.

Fort Bowie Vineyards sells acreage
to National Pecan
Carol Broeder
carol.broeder@willcoxrangenews.com
Mar 2, 2016

A Texas-based company is converting vineyards into
pecan orchards in Bowie.
National Pecan, headquartered in Frisco, Texas, has
acquired Fort Bowie Vineyards, the 4,000-acre
pecan orchard and operation formerly owned by
Dick Eastman, who bought the orchards in 1988.
A family farm, Fort Bowie Vineyards grew 450 acres
of pecan trees, 40 acres of vineyards, and 10 acres
each of walnut trees, peaches, and sweet cherries,
according to its website.

Marketing Specialist Heidi Barrier said that National
Pecan currently has “1,465 acres in use.”
Asked about the company’s plans for expansion in
the next five years, Barrier replied, “We are still
assessing.”
Barrier gave no response to a Range News question
regarding water depletion concerns in the San Simon
Basin.
In a Dec. 16, 2015 statement, Spokeswoman Shelly
Kessen said, “The purchase of one of Arizona’s
leading pecan farms is another major step toward
vertical integration, industry leadership, and overall
growth for National Pecan.”
“The orchard is a well-regarded operation with a
strong track record of producing exceptional quality
pecans to serve growing customer demand,” said
National Pecan’s Chief Executive Officer David
Lawrence.
“The purchase is an important milestone in our
aggressive expansion plans, and we are delighted
about the potential it represents,” he said.
Calling 2015 “a remarkable year of growth” for
National Pecan, Kessen said that earlier in the year,
the company had bought two processors – Young
Pecan, of Fabens, Texas, and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico,
and the Poulan Pecan Company of Poulan, Ga., as
well as “significant pecan orchard holdings” in the
state.
“We are deeply committed to investing in pecan
acreage and operations, as illustrated by this latest
acquisition, as well as the recent Young Pecan and
Poulan Pecan processor purchases,” said Director of
Farming Operations Tom Stevenson, with National
Pecan.
“This latest acquisition in Arizona represents a
significant investment that will serve as a foundation
for expansion of our western pecan farming
operations,” he said.
“It was an exceptional year for National Pecan in
terms of adding top-notch talent and high-quality
brands, facilities, and acreage to our strategically
expanding company,” Lawrence said.
“National Pecan is here to make a positive, lasting
impact on the U.S., pecan industry, and we look
forward to what lies ahead in 2016 and beyond.”
This year, the company will “explore continued
acquisitions and acreage expansion throughout North
America’s premier pecan growing regions,” Kessen
said.
The Fort Bowie Vineyards store, on 156 N. Jefferson
Ave., in Bowie, will be closing on Tuesday, March
15, said Store Clerk Linda Rodriguez.
Barrier told the Range News that the store was not
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part of National Pecan’s acquisition.

Fall Festival Thanks
Laurel Turner, on behalf of the Festival
Committee San Simon Valley Fall Festival
Willcox Range News - Nov 2, 2016

The First Annual San Simon Valley Fall Festival was
held on the Bowie School campus, Saturday, Oct. 22,
2016 in conjunction with National Make A
Difference Day.
The festival was a great success! The festival
committee would like to thank our financial sponsors
for making this event possible. To National Pecan
Company, Sulphur Springs Valley Electric
Cooperative, Valley TeleCom, Western Bank,
Willcox Branch, Safeway, Bowie Power Station,
Bowie Alumni Association and Bowie Chamber of
Commerce, Thank you!
County announces winners in Cochise County
Vietnam Veteran Poster Contest
Lisa M. Marra lmarra@cochise.az.gov
Willcox Range News - May 4, 2016

Cochise County is honored to recognize the
following schools and students for participating in
the 3rd annual Vietnam Veterans poster and writing
contests. The theme this year was “Women, the
Unknown Soldiers” - Spotlight on Women in
Vietnam providing support for service members.
Women served as nurses, communications
specialists, intelligence officers, and support
personnel in military headquarters. Although not
directly in combat, these exceptional soldiers
experienced many of the same hardships as their
male counterparts and served bravely in dangerous
situations. Many were awarded citations for their
courage and valor and eight were killed in combat.
This year, each participating class will receive a $50
Target Gift Card. The winner in the high school
category will receive the gift card individually. We
had no entries for the writing contest.
Winners in the poster category are:
Bowie Elementary School – 3rd Grade, Mrs.
Conger
Dominick Marquez and James Conger
Bowie Elementary School – 4th Grade, Mrs.
Conger
Manuel Arroya and Aaliyah Tapia
Village Meadows Elementary, Sierra Vista –
Kindergarten, Mrs. Jurik
Nadine Butler, Riley Reed and Jason Videc

Village Meadows Elementary, Sierra Vista –
Kindergarten, Mrs. Townsley
Danielle Jones, Laura Melo, Caden Denker,
Brooke Tobin, Sophia Quinn, Xavier Berns,
Emma Tellez, Sofia Moreno, Alexandra
Villalvazo, Jason Robitaille, William Kalel,
Maximilion Ith, and Israel Ortiz
Willcox High School – 9th Grade, Mrs. Sloan
Tanmeet “Tanya” Mehta
Cochise County was accepted as an official partner
in the U.S. Vietnam War Commemoration Program
in 2013. For this program, the Federal Government
partners with local governments, private
organizations, and communities across America to
remember the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War
– to honor and give thanks to a generation of
Americans who saw our country through one of the
most challenging times it has ever faced.
These contests and prizes, sponsored by a volunteer
working committee of Cochise County employees,
allow schools within the County to showcase the
artistic talents of their students while helping us
recognize these amazing men and women and
achieve our goals through this nationwide program.
Cochise County is not a part of, or endorsed by, the
Department of Defense.
For more information on this program, visit the
Commemoration website at
www.vietnamwar50th.com.
Arizona Pistachio Growers meet in Willcox for
tours, meeting
Ainslee S. Wittig
ainslee.wittig@willcoxrangenews.com

WILLCOX -- The American Pistachio Growers held
a board meeting in Willcox on Nov. 12, arranged by
American Pistachio Growers Board member Steve
Seplak, Arizona Pistachio Growers President Mark
Cook, and member Shirley Seplak.
“This was the first time the entire American Pistachio
Growers Board was ever here in Arizona, that I am
aware of,” said Shirley Seplak. “We were truly
honored that they all came.”
More than 80 people attended the dinner event at the
Willcox Elks Lodge. The group also toured Bowie
pistachio farms on Saturday and Jim and Ruth
Graham’s Cochise Groves on Sunday.
The American Pistachio Growers (APG) is an
agricultural trade association representing pistachio
growers, processors and industry partners in
California, Arizona and New Mexico, the only states
with domestic commercial pistachio production in
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the U.S.
APG Executive Director Richard Matoian told
attendees that the USDA counts about 310,000 acres
of pistachios in California, with about 240,000 of
those currently bearing nuts and about 7,500 new
acres being planted every year in the state.
“Last year was disastrous (for the industry in
California), caused by the lack of chill hours (low
temperature hours required for a nut tree to come out
of dormancy and flower in the spring) and the
drought,” he said, adding that about 300 million
pounds of pistachios were produced in the state in
2015.
“We had a new record in 2016 by far, with 901
million pounds of pistachios produced. Every
orchard produced at a very high level,” Matoian said.
“We had chill hours in 2016. By 2020, we think we
will reach a billion pounds of pistachios.”
Matoian said a decrease in crop production will
usually cause prices of that crop to increase,
andwhen more acres are planted, the price comes
down.
“But in our case, the production increased and so has
the price. We believe the health benefits are a good
rational for buying tree nuts,” he said. The market
price for pistachios in California increased to $3.50
when the crop was down in 2015 (crop yield was
about 1,100 pounds per acre), and remained at that
level in 2016 despite a massive increase in
production, up to about 3,750 pounds per acre.
Matoian said there has been an upward trend of
shipments, with the U.S. being the global leader
since 2008, overtaking Iran.
“In 2014-15, Iran lowered their price, undercutting
us by 80 cents to $1.20, and they took some of the
global market away from the U.S. But in 2016, Iran
had a small crop, as did Turkey, so we will gain back
that market,” he said.
He told the crowd that China and Hong Kong is the
U.S.’s top export market.
The top U.S. nut types by the volume of sales are:
peanuts; assorted/mixed nuts; almonds; cashews and
fifth is pistachios. The total U.S. volume sales for
pistachios was 63 million pounds in a year. These
sales totaled $625 million in the year, with the
average retail price per pound at $9.88, compared to
$9.60 last year.
Matoian said macadamia nuts are the most expensive
tree nuts per pound, while pistachios came in second
for all tree nuts. But pistachios have a higher return
per acre than almonds and walnuts, and that return
has been increasing overall since 1979, and
especially since a spike in 2004.
The U.S. competes with Iran in more than 100

markets. He told the growers at the meeting that with
the Iran nuclear deal in place, the country will likely
get back into the U.S. market.
“Duties (totaling nearly a 300 percent price hike)
have been in place on Iranian products entering the
U.S. Since 1986. The Department of Commerce and
the U.S. Interactive Tariff and Trade Database will
review these duties through a process called Sunset
Review. We are arguing to keep those tariffs in place.
Allowing these foreign products into the U.S.
(without the tariffs) would be bad for us,” he said.
He said the APG is also watching closely for
decisions made regarding the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and TransPacific
Partnership (TPP) with the change in administration.
After the meeting, Cook told the Range News that
Arizona has about 5,600 acres in the state, with
almost all of those acres in Cochise County or
southern Graham County at the north end of the
Sulphur Springs Valley.
About 2,000 acres are mature trees, 1,150 acres are
early bearing and about 2,450 are non-bearing,
including about 1,000 acres which were planted in
2016, he said.
“I believe we’ll see an additional 1,500 acres in the
area over the next two to three years, potentially
2,500 acres based on some of the intentions I’m
aware of,” Cook said.
Judy Hirogoyen, the APG’s vice president of global
marketing, told attendees at the meeting that 80
percent of the association’s budget now goes to
marketing.
She said new campaigns include the “Are you a
Health
Nut”
contest,
seen
at
www.americanpistachios.org, as well as “Snack Like
a Pro” with celebrity ambassadors like Bryan
Snyder, nutritionist for the Denver Broncos, and
weight loss management tips from Cheryl Forberg,
chef and nutritionist for “The Biggest Loser.”
APG is also pushing American pistachios overseas
through American food festivals, television and trade
shows.
“We are working on gaining the market in Germany,
France and Italy. Their food cultures drive the food
culture for the world. Their tradition is to get their
pistachios from the Mideast, but Iran’s product is not
as safe. We have a lot of product and it is safe,”
Hirogoyen said.
“In China, we visit with Miss California, who is like
a rock star there, and we do American Food
Festivals,” she said.
APG also received a Maggie Award in 2015 from the
Western Publishing Association for “Best Social
Media Community, Trade and Consumer.”
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“For every $1 spent by APG, we have gotten $25 in
media value. That has doubled since 2014. We get
$203 million worth of marketing on a $5.9 million
budget. We need everyone in the industry to support
the promotions,” she said. “Pistachios are trending.
They are a nutritious product, the lowest fat nut with
vital nutrients, non-GMO with a favorite taste. Our
goal is to get more consumers.”
Hirogoyen thanked the association members for their
support.
The American Pistachio Growers Association is
governed by an 18-member board and headquartered
in Fresno, Calif.
Matoian said the group was started in 1989 as the
Western Pistachio Association to work on industry
issues. In 2007, when the federal Pistachio
Commission was voted out, the Western Pistachio
Association was called upon to take on promotion
and nutritional research. The name was changed to
APG in 2011 and it now represents 625 growers.
“We advertise the national pistachio industry – about
80 percent of our budget goes to marketing,” said
Matoian. “But we also still do nutritional research,
member services and communication, an annual
conference report and government relations on the
state and federal level.”
© Copyright 2015 Arizona Range News, 122 S.
Haskell Willcox, Arizona
Stakeholders meet for Cochise water planning
area
Carol Broeder carol.broeder@willcoxrangenews.com| Mar 9,
2016

(This is the first story in a two-part series on the
Arizona Department of Water Resource’s March 5
meeting at the Willcox Community Center.)
More than 100 area residents attended a two-hour
stakeholders meeting Saturday afternoon on the
Arizona Water Initiative’s Cochise Planning Area.
Thomas Buschatzke, director of the State’s
Department of Water Resources (ADWR) opened
the meeting by thanking everyone for their
attendance and asking for civility when addressing
this emotionally-charged issue.
He asked speakers to limit themselves to no more
than five minutes “so that everyone will have a
chance to speak.”
Those who did not speak during the March 5 meeting
may still submit written comments or via ADWR’s
website portal, www.azwater.gov
Buschatzke then turned the meeting over to Gerry
Walker, ADWR’s Deputy Assistant Director, who
talked about the purpose of Saturday’s meeting,

giving:
•an overview of the planning area process to take
place over the next year;
•examples of the data available to ADWR for the
planning area;
•opportunity for ADWR to receive input on
stakeholder issues and concerns.
Walker described a “planning area,” as a “new way
of looking at the State,” dividing it into “22 solutionoriented planning areas.”
Elements common to the Cochise Planning Area
include similar hydro-geologic structure, large
amount of agriculture, reliance on groundwater, and
significant overdraft, Walker told the audience.
The “Cochise Planning Area” includes the following
groundwater basins: Willcox, San Simon Valley
Sub-basin; San Bernadino Valley (in extreme
southeast Cochise County), and Douglas/Douglas
INA (Irrigation Non-expansion Area).
On Oct. 5, 2015, Gov. Doug Ducey announced a new
water initiative “through ADWR to help ensure the
certainty and validity of Arizona’s water supply long
into the future,” Walker said.
The initiative “continues the work” published
January 2014 in “Arizona’s Next Century: A
Strategic Vision for Water Supply Sustainability.”
Walker explained that the initiative “involves two
parallel tracks,” the Planning Area Stakeholder
Process and the Governor’s Water Augmentation
Council.
The Planning Area Stakeholder Process will
“prioritize and evaluate all of the 22 Planning Areas
identified in the Strategic Vision.”

Ainslee S. Wittig |
ainslee.wittig@willcoxrangenews.com
From left, Arizona Department of Water Resources
Deputy Assistant Director Gerry Walker, Hydrologist
Frank Corkhill, and Director Thomas Buschatzke, listen
to public comment during its stakeholder meeting
Saturday at the Willcox Community Center.
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“ADWR will work closely with stakeholders in each
Planning Area to refine water supply and demand
components and identify strategies to meet future
water demands,” Walker said.
Goals are to “develop stakeholder driven set of
solutions for future water demand and supply
imbalances,” and to complete the process in one year.
The next steps in the planning process are that
ADWR schedule additional stakeholder meetings
and discussions and continue to monitor wells, and
that a hydrologic monitoring report be complete
within a couple of months, she said.
Walker explained that ADWR partners with the U.S.
Geological Survey for field verification.
A portal is available for stakeholders to provide
information
to
ADWR
at adwrwellinfo@azwater.gov, she said.
Walker introduced State Hydrologist Frank Corkhill,
who described the physical and hydrologic
characteristics of groundwater basins in the Cochise
Planning Area.
He described the Willcox Basin and San Simon Subbasin as “almost the same size,” with Willcox at
1,911 and San Simon at 1,930 square miles.
Corkhill said the estimated pre-development (before
pumping) groundwater storage was 42 million acre
feet for the Willcox Basin and 25 million acre-feet
for San Simon, with natural recharge at 45,000 acrefeet per year for Willcox and between 30,000 and
35,000 acre-feet per year for San Simon.
He explained that most of the groundwater pumping
started in the late 1940s.
Estimated irrigation pumping in 2014 was 172,000
acre feet for Willcox and 43,750 for San Simon, he
said.
Corkhill showed a chart detailing the number of
registered wells in the Cochise Planning Strategic
Area, with a total of 7,965 in the Willcox Basin, and
2,401 in the San Simon Sub-basin.
In the Willcox Basin, 3,868 are domestic wells;
2,117 are irrigation wells; and 1,143 are stock wells.
With the San Simon Sub-basin, 887 are domestic
wells; 819 are irrigation wells, and 570 are stock
wells, the chart said.
Talking about water level changes in Arizona
between 2003 and 2013, Corkhill cited water level
changes for wells studied in the Cochise Planning
Area.
In the Willcox Basin, from 2006 to 2015, with a well
count of 392, there were 339 wells with declining
water levels; 42 wells with rising water levels; and
12 wells with no change in water levels, said
Corkhill, adding that the range in water level change

was between -105 to 89 feet.
As to the San Simon Sub-basin, from 2007 to 2015,
with a 281 well count, 200 wells had declining water
levels, while 34 had rising water levels, and 27 had
no change, he said.
Water level change ranged from -95.9 to 90.8 feet.
Corkhill went on to give examples of area wells that
ADWR has studied through the years.
One well about 16 miles northwest of Willcox has
declined 144 feet since 1966; while in the Kansas
Settlement area, another well has declined 186 feet
since 1964.
In the Sunsites area, one well studied has declined 97
feet since 1990, and in the Sunizona area, a well has
declined 140 feet since 1966.
In the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Refuge Area, a
well studied has declined 43 feet since 1946, Corkhill
said.
In the Rodeo, N.M., area, a well has risen 29 feet
since 1962, while seven miles northeast of San
Simon, a well studied has declined 174 feet since
1962.
A well 4.3 miles North of Bowie has declined 181
feet since 1947, he told the audience.
Those wanting more information and hydrologic
data on the Cochise Planning Area aquifers may visit
http:www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/Hydrology/Library
/Library.htm
Prior to beginning the public comment portion of the
meeting, Walker gave an overview of groundwater
management tools in the State of Arizona.
Walker said that groundwater management statewide
includes registering all wells; ensuring an adequate
water supply; and documenting community water
systems.
An Irrigation Non-expansion Area (INA) includes all
of these, plus irrigation expansion is prohibited and
monitoring and reporting are required.
An Active Management Area (AMA) includes all of
these, plus management goals, plans, and
conservation measures; as well as withdrawal fees,
she said.
Walker said the current status of the Cochise
Planning Area includes a portion of the Douglas
Basin, which is an INA.
The only limitation on groundwater use outside an
AMA or INA is that “it must be put to beneficial use
and be withdrawn from a legally constructed and
registered well,” she explained.
In Arizona, groundwater in an aquifer is considered
a public resource, said Walker, adding that the
Arizona Supreme Court held “there is no right of
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ownership of groundwater in Arizona prior to its
capture and withdrawal from the common supply.”
The AMA and the INA are the only two management
tools currently available in State statute, Walker
explained.
“Could the existing tools be part of the consensusbased solution set?” she said. “Other options might
need to be passed legislatively.”
Residents comment on water planning
Carol Broeder carol.broeder@willcoxrangenews.com |
Updated Mar 16, 2016

(This is the second in a two-part series on the
Arizona Department of Water Resource’s March 5
meeting at the Willcox Community Center. The first
story was published in the March 9 edition of the
Range News.)
WILLCOX -- Eighteen people spoke their minds
about area water issues during a two-hour
stakeholders meeting March 5 on the Arizona Water
Initiative’s Cochise Planning Area, hosted by the
State’s Department of Water Resources (ADWR).
Recurrent themes running through the public
comments included property rights and seeking a fair
and equitable way to manage the area’s water.
Matt Klump, of Willcox, whose family has been in
the area more than 100 years, said that while it was
good to see everybody at the meeting, “I wish it were
on friendlier terms.”
“I like the American free enterprise system,” he said.
“I’m in favor of doing absolutely nothing (about the
water).”
Klump said that the area saw a lot of water pumping
in the 1970s – probably for growing cotton – which
“did not work.”
“We need to preserve water for future generations,
not take it from one group and give it to another,” he
said.
Klump suggested “figuring out what our recharge is,
and then assign each acre a certain amount of water.”
“It’s fair to everybody,” said Klump, explaining that
those requiring more water would have to either “buy
more acreage or make a deal with the neighbor.”
ADWR Director Thomas Buschatzke commented
after Klump, saying, “What Mr. Klump said is
exactly right. We need to preserve the water supply
for future generations. We also need to address the
issues about not doing that in an equitable way.”
Wayne Klump, of Bowie, talked about the State’s
only current water management tools – the Irrigation
Non-expansion Area (INA) and the Active
Management Area (AMA).

Groundwater withdrawn from inside an AMA may
be subject to withdrawal fees, metering, annual
reporting, conservation requirements, and other
provisions; while that withdrawn from inside an INA
may be subject to metering and reporting.
“This talk about AMAs and INAs, all it’s done is
make everybody start farming and drilling wells,” he
said.
“We’ve been trying to build a ranch for over 100
years. I’m not going to set aside my land so that
someone else can farm on it.”
“I will file a lawsuit against anyone trying to take
water from under my property,” said Wayne Klump,
adding, “It’s going to be a fight.”
Tim Klump, also of Bowie, took a more conciliatory
tone.
“Keep us in mind because ranchers are stakeholders.
If we can gain the certainty and trust, we’ll work with
you. If you’re not going to take the water from us,
we’ll work with you.”
John Fleischman, of Cochise, also talked about INAs
and AMAs.
“I think an INA is a bad idea,” he said. “I think an
AMA is a step in the right direction.”
Fleischman said that he, too, believes in property

Ainslee S. Wittig ainslee.wittig@willcoxrangenews.com
Area resident Matt Klump told ADWR Director Thomas
Buschatzke that he believes strongly in property rights
and said, “I love to see farmers drilling wells and growing
crops -- it’s good for the economy. But I don’t want
someone to tell me I can’t do what I want to do on my
own property.”

rights, but that in Arizona the State owns the water.
“Our water is in a shared aquifer,” he said. “No one
can say, ‘My water.’ We have a shared issue as a
shared community.”
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Fleischman called water a “highly volatile issue,”
saying, “a lot of people here are talking about angry
things, and when people get angry they start talking
about doing very illegal things. I don’t want to see
that.”
“We have a bank account of water and we’re deficit
spending,” he said. “We need to be wise citizens and
wise governments and stay within our water budget.
Otherwise, farmers are going to quit farming and
people are going to leave.”
Calling himself a “relative newcomer,” Fleischman
said, “I came here to live in a community where
everybody works together. I want to see the water
distributed and controlled, so that future generations
have ground water.”
Other speakers talked about farming, such as Harold
“Bob” Lackner, of Willcox, who has lived in the area
since 1965.
“We used to get 30 feet of snow on Mount Graham,”
to help recharge the aquifer.
The depth to water on his well is now at 159 feet, he
said. “We cannot irrigate even the little row of pecans
I have.”
“Brush clearing would help. Helping the little
farmers, too, not just the big ones,” Lackner said.
“If it goes to snowing or raining, we can get back to
farming.”
“We have too many people in Arizona for the water
we’ve got,” he said.
Winemaker Leah Shanker, with Aridus Wine
Company of Willcox, said that they make their
livelihoods in agriculture.
“One of the biggest resources we have is water,” she
said.
Shanker talked about Aridus’ plans to use “reverse
wells,” which recharge water back into the aquifer,
as well as greywater recharge systems.
“We are part of the Ag group pumping a lot of
groundwater, but we’d like to be part of the
solution,” she said.
Keith Klump, of Willcox, said that while nature
eventually recharges the aquifer, we should follow its
example and store water for the leaner times.
“It rained in 1983 – that was a year we had recharge,”
he said. “It rained pretty good in 1993. We’re due for
another major storm, but it’s unpredictable.”
“A lot of people who come here from other places
don’t realize that Mother Nature causes feast and
famine. Right now, we’re in famine,” Klump said.
“So we should store, save, and save every way we
can – follow her example.”
“We (Arizona) built dams on every river except

Aravaipa, San Pedro, and Gila because they were too
beautiful,” he said. “Are we more worried about our
beauty than our water? There is no beauty without
water.”
“Once every 40 years we get too much (water),”
Klump said. “If we don’t store it, there ain’t no sense
in thinking it’s sustainable. If you can hold that water
40 years, maybe you’ll have a sustainable water
supply.”
“These are the facts of life in this desert,” he said. “If
you want to be sustainable, start making dams and
storing water.”
Joe Krause, of Willcox, began by thanking ADWR
for listening to people “instead of a ‘down the throat’
solution.”
He suggested a “volunteer solution,” instead of
“forcing people to a regulatory solution.”
“If farming becomes too expensive, it will right
itself,” he said. “At the end of the day, property rights
trump regulation. Regulatory action will
disadvantage some and help others.”
Willcox resident Peggy Judd, who is running for
county supervisor, also talked about property rights,
saying they are her top priority, but also spoke in
support of the area’s Ag industry.
“I’ve lived in this valley a long time,” she said. “Any
legislation should consider that the people who use
water for their livelihood are going to use it wisely.”
Judd also talked about what she saw as the
ineffectiveness of water management already in
place.
“It was alarming to me to see the managed areas (in
the Douglas Basin) are losing water, as well,” she
said.
Michael Coyle, with the Elfrida Water Improvement
District in the Douglas Basin where the INA is in
force, had said that over the last nine years, the well
has dropped 90-and-a-half feet.
After the public comment period was over,
Buschatzke addressed comments regarding the
falling water levels in the Douglas INA.
“It may be that the INA stopped the water levels from
falling even more,” he said.
Lisa Glenn of Willcox, who has lived in the area 49
years, spoke against current State Bills 1268, (which
would allow counties to opt out of the assured 100year water supply requirement) and SB 1400, which
she said “goes one step further and is even more
damaging.”
Mike Holmes, of Vail, who is running for state
representative, said, “Anything that we propose as a
government is from the consent of the people.”
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“As the water recedes down past their wells, the only
people who will be left are the corporations who can
afford to dig deeper,” he said.
Speaking directly to State Sen. Gail Griffin, who was
in attendance, Holmes also referred to SB 1268 and
1400 saying, “They are just bad bills, please rescind
those bills,” drawing applause from the audience.
While Griffin did not speak during the meeting, she
e-mailed the Range News March 10, saying that SB
1268 had passed out of the House “Ag and Water
Committee” that day.
“All SB 1268 does is allow cities to opt out of the
policy that the Cochise County Supervisors passed.
Cities are addressed in Chapter No. 9 in Arizona
Statutes, and Counties fall under Chapter No. 11,”
she told the Range News.
“SB 1268 does not force cities to opt out. It allows
them to make the decision.”
Griffin pointed out that only two counties –Yuma
and Cochise – passed the assured water supply
requirement.
“Please keep in mind that if an area has a water
shortage/problem the ADWR will study that area”
and will declare it an AMA, she said.
Griffin went on to say that SB 1400 “would require
the counties that have adopted the “Assured Water
Supply Policy” to review the policy every five years
and recommit to the policy. I understand the twoyear assessment of the policy will be amended out of
the bill.”
“At the State level, all agencies and departments
have a review and recommitment policy to extend
them. It works just fine and is a good review policy,”
she told the Range News.
Griffin thanked everyone who had attended the
March 5 water meeting. “It is important to participate
in the process,” she said.
At the close of the meeting in Willcox, Buschatzke
thanked attendees for participating, and introduced
Natalie Mast, the ADWR Coordinator for the
Cochise Planning Area. Comments on this planning
area may be sent to Mast. She can be reached via email at nlmast@azwater.gov, or by phone at (602)
771-4646.
Masonic Lodge in Willcox to
Celebrate 125 years Nov. 12
Submitted For the Range News
Nov 2, 2016

On this anniversary, the Arizona Range News will
run a History of Willcox Lodge No. 10 Free and
Accepted Masons of Arizona, in Willcox, written by
the Willcox Lodge No. 10, from 1891-2016, in two

parts – the first 100 years today and the last 25 years
in the Nov. 9 edition.
Part 1, on the first 100 years, was written by Wayman
Hopkins (for dates 1891-1966) and Mick Easthouse
and Ronnie Calvert (for dates 1966-1991).
Part 2, the last 25 years (1991-2016), was written by
P.M. Gerald W. Muir, Secretary.
Part I - The first one hundred years.
With the settling of the Sulphur Springs Valley, came
the Brethren, searching for sustenance, much as the
cattle of this valley came searching for a waterhole,
as the miners came searching for a mountain, with
ore abundant, as the farmer came searching for a land
upon which he might raise his crops, and his family.
They came as Brothers, seeking brotherhood, and the
here perhaps even stronger in this harsh and hostile
country of the 1890s.

Photo from Dec. 1, 1966 edition of the Arizona Range
News

Masonic Leaders at the Diamond Anniversary at
the Willcox Lodge #10 were, from left: L.M.
(Pete) Jensen, Worshipful Master; S. Barry
Casey, Grand Master, State of Arizona; and Milo
Miskovich, Chairman of the 75th Anniversary
Celebration Committee.
From San Francisco came George Washington
Baker; Mark Allen also came from California;
Brannick Riggs and Samuel Smith Rogers came
from Texas; Nathan Lewis Guthrie and James
William Baker migrated from Flagstaff; Thomas
Steele from Prescott; Andrew Thomas Wisdom from
nearby Deming, N.M. and Amin Allen Frazer from
far away Covington, Ky. They were the founders and
charter members of this Lodge. These men served as
the foundation for the Lodge that was to be
organized, and they tied the mystic knot with the
rawhide of the cattle country.
Of those mentioned, James William Baker became
the first ramrod and Worshipful Master, while Edgar
Adelbert Nichols became the first Senior Warden
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and was Master several times in the next few difficult
years. Nichols and George Henry Stratton, who
became the first Junior Warden, were not charter
members, but received their degrees while the Lodge
#10 was under dispensation from the Grand Lodge.
Preliminary organizational meeting for Willcox
Lodge # 10 was held at the Justice of Peace Office in
Willcox in the evening of Jan. 20, 1891. Temporary
officers were chosen for “Willcox Lodge” and a
petition was prepared to be sent to the Grand Master
praying the granting of a Dispensation.
The second preliminary meeting was held May 6 and
was attended by the Grand Master George W.
Cheyney who accepted the Petition, dimits,
recommendations and certificates of qualifications
for the issuance of a Dispensation for the
establishment of the proposed Lodge. Necessary
funds, one-hundred and fifty dollars, were raised by
four Brothers signing a note for that amount.
The Dispensation to Willcox Lodge #10, F.& A.M.
dates as follows:
“Given under my hand and the seal of our Grand
Lodge of Arizona, this 20th day of May, A.L. 5891,
A.D. 1891.” This signed by Grand Master Cheyney
and attested by Grand Secretary George J. Roskruge.
June 1, 1891 marked the first meeting under
Dispensation with Grand Master George W.
Cheyney having called the meeting to grant the
Dispensation. Immediately thereafter, the following
Brethren took their places and stations:
Nathan L. Guthrie, Worshipful Master; James W.
Baker, Senior Warden; Samuel S. Rogers, Junior
Warden; Brannick Riggs, Treasurer; George W.
Baker, Secretary; Edward R. Monk, Senior Deacon;
Andrew T. Wisdom, Junior Deacon; Benjamin A.
Frazer, Jackson P. Richardson, Stewards, and
Thomas Steele, Tyler.
At the Oct. 7 meeting a petition was prepared to be
presented at the next Grand Lodge meeting,
requesting that a Charter be granted to Willcox
Lodge # 10 and recommendations were made for
officers. Brother William Francis Nichols was
chosen as Delegate to represent the Lodge.
The Charter was forthcoming, issued by the Grand
Lodge meeting in Tucson, Arizona on Nov. 11, 1891,
authorizing a regular Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons designated as Willcox Lodge #10. The
Charter authorized Worshipful Master James
William Baker, Senior Warden Edgar A. Nichols and
George H. Stratton, Junior Warden along with the
Brethren to carry on Masonic activity.
The first meeting under Charter was convened
Nov.13, 1891, and the Past Grand Master George W.
Cheyney presided with P.M. David Cohn as acting
Senior Grand Warden; James W. Baker acted as

Junior Grand Warden; George W. Baker acted as
Grand Secretary, and T.B. Chattman acted as Grand
Marshall. The Lodge of Willcox #10 was then
constituted and dedicated and the first regular
officers of the Lodge were installed.
In addition to the aforementioned officers, George
W. Baker was the first Secretary; William F. Nichols,
Senior Deacon; Andrew T. Wisdom, Junior Deacon;
and Thomas B. Chattman was first Tyler.
With little money and but a few members and no
place to call a Lodge home, these pioneer Masons
began the degree work for friends and neighbors who
knocked at their door asking for guidance and light.
“Dedicated” seems to be a fitting word for those who
amidst the perils and inconveniences of the early
1890s found time and energy to form this Lodge
dedicated of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.
By 1900 the membership grew to approximately 40,
with many of these dedicated members becoming
Scottish Rite and York Rite Masons.
One such member was a well-known and longremembered Brother who must have done much to
hold the Lodge together during trying times. He was
Kaspar Hauser. Brother Hauser served as the Master
of the Willcox Lodge # 10 for six of the first 10 years
of the new century and was honored by not a few ...
(In spite of the fact that many Masons were serving
their country) on April 21, 1942, for his completion
of 60 years of faithful work in his Lodge. At this time
he was 90 years old.
Then Master Wallace Lundquist presented him with
his 50-year pin.
Hauser also served as local postmaster from 1903 to
1914, “when the Democrats put me out of business”,
he humorously said.
Since Kaspar Hauser we have several Masons in our
Lodge with 50 years of devoted labor and more!
Willcox Lodge # 10 has been blessed with its share
of a number of high-caliber Brothers and among
them 2 Grand Masters of the State of Arizona,
namely, William Francis Nichols and Henry Alfred
Morgan.
After moving from “pillow to post” for a number of
years, a committee of five was appointed in February
1916 to investigate the feasibility of a Masonic
Temple. Masons were then meeting in the Navajo
Hotel building. There was little help from the Grand
Lodge at that time, apparently because “Morris
Goldwater controlled the money”, chuckles oldtimer Frank Wootan.
Nevertheless, the plans were made and the contract
was let by December of 1916. The contract was with
W.F. McClure to build a “modern brick building,
faced with white pressed brick (to signify Fraternal
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Friendship and Helpfulness) with plate glass fronts
and modern plumbing.” The interior was to be made
of plaster and natural wood with the upper story for
the Lodge work. This story was to house the Lodge
room, banquet room, kitchen, three ante rooms and
storage rooms. The building was scheduled to be
completed by April 1, 1917, and was to cost $8,400.
By the time it was actually finished, it had cost
almost $12,000.
And now, one day less than 26 years had passed since
those hardies on January 20, 1891, had taken
preliminary steps to request a Dispensation for
Willcox Lodge #10 January, 1917 the corner stone
was to be laid.
Marshal J.W. Ditmars directed a procession to the
site. Chaplain E.H. Nicholson invoked the blessing,
Grand Master H.A. Morgan conducted ceremonies
with the assistance of Master J.C. Wilson. Others
participating in the ceremony were Frank Wootan,
Frank Rottman, J.W. Angle and Kaspar Hauser.
The principal architect, J.F. McClure, distributed the
working tools, spread the cement, and the stone was
put into place, squared, leveled and plumbed, and the
work pronounced by the Grand Master as having
been well and skillfully performed.
With the Masonic Temple completed, it was time to
concentrate on increasing activity and work in the
Lodge. In September of 1917, the first Master Mason
degree in the new Temple was bestowed upon Mark
Allen Cook.
During that summer, it had been decided that the
Lodge would pay off indebtedness accrued in the
building of the new Lodge at $25 per month. Sixteen
dollars of this amount was to come from rental of the
hall to the City Council for its meetings.
According to the records of June 9, 1917, the Lodge
purchased an electric motor, “Jones System,” for
lighting the new Hall. The increase in the number of
the Board of Trustees from three to five indicated
that 1917 was truly a great year for Willcox Lodge #
10.
Nov. 14, 1941, the Golden Anniversary of the
Willcox Lodge was celebrated in the Temple, with a
banquet of turkey and entertainment by a ladies
group calling themselves the “American Legion
Auxiliary Trio”. Worshipful Master Dana T. Milner
held a short informal meeting honoring the founders
and charter members and their farsightedness having
received their Charter on Nov. 11, 1891.
Past Masters began the tradition of conducting
outdoor meetings and degree work under the stars
Sept. 1, 1959. Masons came from around Arizona to
begin the annual tradition, now held each June with
lots of steak and beans in Texas Canyon.
Seventy-five years of Masonry in Willcox were

celebrated on Nov. 19, 1966 with Brother Milo
Miskovich in charge of planning.
Most Worshipful Grand Master Barry Casey was
speaker as 185 Masons and Wives attended the
festivities. Fifty-year pins were awarded Brothers
Ralph Lewis and John Gung’l at that time.
Worshipful Master Bob Ward set forth a major effort
in 1970 to acquire pictures of all Past Masters for the
south wall of the Lodge room. A few are still
missing, but it has been a major accomplishment.
Also in 1970, Grand Master designate, and Bowie
Lodge member Jack Spikes asked if the Willcox
Lodge wanted the Grand Lodge held in Willcox the
following year. Brother Jack Spikes was voted an
honorary member of the Willcox Lodge (with no
official standing) for his efforts. Brother Milo
Miskovich was appointed general chairman of Grand
Lodge to be held “in the vicinity of Bowie” which
was in fact held in Willcox because of the availability
of facilities.
May 29, 1970, a fire brought some damage to Lodge
property, mostly in the barber shop and Austin’s
Drug Store. Brother Matt Thompson received some
serious burns also.
During the early 1970s the local Shrine Club was
organized of Master Masons and became a very
active part of the Willcox community participating in
many local activities and events and bringing other
Shriners into Willcox as well.
Some major refurbishing has taken place in the
Lodge and the buildings since it was repainted inside
in 1973 and had repairs and appearance enhancement
in 1978. During 1990 and 1991, after exploring
options and planning, Lodge Temple windows and
other wood work were completed at a cost of some
$8,000 approximately the same amount as the
original building cost in 1917.
Lodge year 1986 brought $25 annual dues and
Robert Ward to a seat in the East for the third time.
April of 1987 brought a first to Willcox Lodge #10.
The Scottish Rite Degree Team, consisting of three
Masters to the Scottish Rite and others form several
lodges, conducted an Entered Apprentice Degree.
In September of 1987, Mark Allen Cook, the first
brother to be raised to the sublime degree of a Master
Mason in the current Lodge Room, was presented a
70-year certificate at the local nursing home.
The Lodge and The Eastern Star purchased a new lift
chair in 1989 replacing the inoperable one purchased
in 1969, when Howard Bethel was Worshipful
Master.
Willcox Lodge #10 has had no Thomas Jeffersons,
no Andrew Jacksons, no Franklin Roosevelts and no
George Washingtons as Lodge members, but men
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with calibers just as high. As we celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the chartering of this Lodge, it is
evident that the same spirit of the Fatherhood of God
and the Brotherhood of Man has been present in the
group of exemplary Masons who have guided this
Lodge in modern times.
Fortunately for all of Masonry, and especially
Willcox Lodge #10, we have had and now have
outstanding Masons, including: Grant Anderson,
Floyd Bethel, Howard Bethel, Lester Bethels (Sr. &
Jr.), Don Briggs, Robert Coder, Jr., Mick Easthouse,
Adam Elrod, George Erickson, George Grosh, Mike
Havens, Tommy Higgins, Harry Hubbell, Clyde
Huff, Pete Jensen, Lee Jernigan, Bob Larned, Paul
Lee, Wallace Lundquist, Pete McCanne, Ralph
Merrick, Milo Miskovich, Wesley Moore, Marmey
Page, Alan Ringnell, Bob Spinney, Ed Swanson, Ted
Teimer, Robert Ward, Bert Francis -- and you know
others.
These, too, are exemplary Masons and without
whom, there would be no Willcox Lodge #10. (Nov.
11, 1991)
Everyone in attendance of the 100 Year Anniversary
Celebration agreed that it was a success and enjoyed
the Celebration.
Chiricahua National Monument Celebrates
Holiday Open House at Faraway Ranch on
December 10th
Chiricahua National Monument welcomes the return
of the Faraway Ranch Holiday Open House. The
ranch house will be open to the public on Saturday,
December 10th from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Get in the holiday spirit by visiting the fully
decorated house, just as a guest would have seen it
during its guest ranch days. Park staff will be in the
different rooms to answer questions and give you
information about the family who homesteaded in
1888 and supported to the preservation of the park.
Light refreshments will be offered at the visitor
center. In addition, Western National Parks
Association will be offering a 15% discount on
Faraway related items available at the visitor center
park store.
If you can’t make the open house, guided tours are
usually offered on Saturdays and Sundays at 11:00
am and 2:00 pm. As always, tours are free and there
is no entrance fee to the park. The Faraway Ranch
parking lot is located one mile beyond the park
entrance and the ranch house is located a short walk
from the parking lot. If you have questions, please
call the Chiricahua Visitor Center at 520-824-3560
x302 or visit us www.nps.gov/chir.

Finnish Folk Group, Vellamo, to Perform
Richard Bergquist Branch Manager Jimmie Libhart Bowie
Library Feb 23, 2016

The Finnish Folk group, Vellamo, will be performing
Friday, March 4 at 1 p.m. at the United Methodist
Church meeting hall. The performance is hosted by
the San Simon Valley Literacy Organization and the
Jimmie Libhart Library to kick-off their 2016 arts
programs for which they received a grant from the
Northern Cochise Fund.
Vellamo is led by the performing and songwriting
team of Pia Leinonen and Joni Tiala. Their music is
characterized by haunting melodies, Pia's ethereal
lead vocals and Joni's virtuosic guitar stylings. In
Finnish mythology, Vellamo is the goddess of the
sea. Based in Kokkola, on the western coast of
Finland, Vellamo combines the rich tradition of
Finnish folksong with an appealing “retro”
sensibility, creating a modern folk music experience.
On their fifth visit to the U.S. their 10 week “Winter
Trails 2016 – Tour” will take them from New York
down to Florida and all the way to California through
20 states and 30 concerts.
Pia Leinonen, originally from the arctic region of
Lapland, is Vellamo’s lead singer. Her exquisite
voice combines her love and vast knowledge of
Finnish folk music with the western singer–
songwriter tradition in a unique and beautiful way.
Her moving and evocative expression has been
compared to other story-centric performers such as
Joan Baez and Marlene Dietrich.
Joni Tiala, originally from the Finnish port of
Kokkola, began playing guitar at the age of 11. His
eclectic musical background includes writing and
performing for theater, progressive and alternative
rock and Finnish and western folk. In addition to his
work in Vellamo, Joni is an accomplished theater and
session musician, and is founding member of the
renowned Finnish progressive rock band,
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Moonwagon.
In addition to shows in their homeland, Vellamo
spends half of each year touring abroad; their
adventures have led them throughout the United
States, Europe and New Zealand.
Fort Bowie National Historic Site National Park
Service Centennial Celebration
Bowie, AZ – Fort Bowie National Historic Site staff
will celebrate the 2016 Centennial of the National
Park Service on Saturday, September 3rd. We invite
all to come experience Fort Bowie’s role in westward
expansion and how the events in Apache Pass
affected the lives of the Chiricahua Apaches, U.S.
Army soldiers, as well as others.
Activities will begin at 11:00 am with a memorial
ceremony at the Fort Bowie Cemetery by B Troop,
4th U.S. Cavalry (Memorial), from Fort Huachuca.
Following the presentation, everyone will meet at the
Visitor Center for light refreshments. At 1:00 pm a
ranger led tour of the second Fort Bowie ruins will
begin at the Visitor Center and last about an hour.
Ten Eastern Arizona Amateur Radio Society will be
on site with “National Parks on the Air” and
broadcasting live around the world.
Visitors should be prepared to walk a moderate 3mile roundtrip trail from the Apache Pass parking
area to the cemetery and then to the visitor center and
fort ruins. Be sure to bring a picnic lunch or snacks,
water, sunscreen, hat, and raingear. The visitor center
is open 8 am to 4 pm and includes the Western
National Parks Association store, which will have a
15% off sale for the day.
Fort Bowie NHS is located off Apache Pass Road in
Bowie,AZ. From Willcox, travel 24 miles east on
Interstate 10 to the Bowie exit. From Bowie, travel
14 miles south on Apache Pass Road to the trailhead
parking area. Apache Pass Road turns into a gravel
road for approximately 1 mile before reaching the
trailhead parking area. The trailhead parking area is
located at 3500 South Apache Pass Road. Mobility
impaired individuals should call for directions to use
an administrative road.
For more information about visiting the park or our
centennial celebrations, go to www.nps.gov/fobo or
call the visitor center staff at 520-847-2500, ext. 25.
Sideman Jamboree
Anslee S. Wittig
ainslee.wittig@willcoxrangenews.com Feb 17, 2016

After her 13 years in Hollywood as a top executive
with Lakeshore Entertainment, a leading
independent production, finance, sales and
distribution company, Christine “Kee Kee” Buckley

decided she needed to get away. In 2011, she took off
on a road trip with her dog, Yoda, a boxer/French
bulldog mix. About five months into it, she stopped
for gas at the Shell Station and Dwayne’s Fresh Jerky
at I-10’s exit 366 in Bowie, exhausted from traveling.
There, she heard about Judy Hall, former sidewoman
for many great musicians, from Merle Haggard to
Jimmy Buffet. Hall was hosting an annual musical
festival called Sideman Jamboree just across the
Interstate, at The Alaskan RV Park. Buckley headed
over and Hall offered her dinner and a small camper
for her and Yoda to sleep in after that evening’s
musical jam.
“I told her I’d like to write something about the event
for the Huffington Post, as it brought together
sidemen and sidewomen from bands all over the
country and beyond every year in February for the
past 30 years,” Buckley said during this year’s event,
Feb. 5-7. “They’ve been coming for decades,
basically in secret, to perform in the desert. They
called the event the Sideman Jamboree because it is
their turn to perform center stage.”
“Judy just finds musicians and tells them, ‘you come
and we’ll feed you. Just bring a flag from where you

came from, so we can hang it up at the event’,”
Buckley said.
Buckley was back this year, working with Eric
Troyer – a musician in the iconic classic- rock band
of ELO and ELO Pt 2 former members and The
Orchestra, who has also recorded with John Lennon,
Billy Joel, Celine Dion, KISS, Aerosmith and many
others -- to film a documentary about the event.
“Many of these musicians are in the Western Swing
Hall of Fame. A lot of them are dying out. We want
to do this documentary because western swing is a
musical genre that is uniquely American as jazz and

Page 15 of 24

could just as readily be called ‘jazz with a cowboy
hat’,” Troyer said.
Troyer and Buckley own Ad Hoc Media Partners, a
production company with a broad range of services
including filming documentaries, independent films
and promotional videos, composing movie scores
and writing jingles, and scriptwriting and
ghostwriting.
Buckley said they filmed at Sideman Jamboree
during its 30th year (2014), which was initially going
to be the final year because of the aging attendees.
However they “got so excited about it” they decided
they want to keep the event going each year. “We are
making a story about western swing music, and
where it started with Bob Wills, Milton Brown and
his Musical Brownies, the Light Crust Doughboys
and Spade Cooley,” she said.
“We are hoping that the documentary will help light
some fires for people,” Troyer said.
Along with Hall, performing this year during its
biggest days (Feb. 5-7) were such western swing
greats as Billy Easton and Ray Harrison.
When Hall first started the event, it was just a few
folks in a small room with an attached kitchen at the
Alaskan RV Park on Music Road in Bowie. In that
same room 32 years later, on Friday, Feb. 5, Hall
talked about the event and her career.
Hall said she recorded her first single record in
Nashville in 1972. That record is on the wall in that
very room, along with other memorabilia from her
career and others who have come to the event. There
are photos of Hazel Vinn, with whom Judy has sung
for 60 years. The pair sang together again on Feb. 5,
as did Vinn by herself, telling the crowd, “If I hit a
high note flat, just clap and go on!”
“Every musician gets a turn on the bandstand,
whatever they want to do, songs, cowboy poetry,
whatever they like,” Hall said.
She talked about some of the other antiques in the
room, a mandolin from Turkey, a coat from Russia,
and other items from many years overseas on USO
tours with various artists.
I performed on a TV show with Tennessee Ernie
Ford, and sang overseas with Hank Thompson and
Sara Vaughan. I’ve toured with Ernest Tubb, Merle
Haggard and Waylon Jennings,” she said.
Eventually, the room was just too small for the event
and they decided to build another onto it. Willcox
residents Dale Biddle and Keith Gallagher helped
with that project, she said.
One of the best parts of the event is dinner time. Each
night at 5 p.m., everyone is invited to a potluck
dinner and they share food and stories, Hall said,
“and then as long as there is music, we’ll stay and

play all night.”
“Over the years we’ve had Joe Venuti (related to
American jazz violin musician Joe Venuti), Sons of
the Pioneers’ bass player Mark Abbott, Asleep at the
Wheel’s Jason Roberts, Bud Isaacs, members of Bob
Wills and the Texas Playboys band and many
others,” she said.
Regulars include musician Kelly Rowden of
Willcox’s Renegades and Whiskey Row, who has
not only come to play for many years since his first
time in 1988, but also organized and set up
equipment for many of his more recent years, said his
wife, Terry. On Friday he played backup for
everyone that came to sing or jam and on Saturday
night the Renegades were featured. Also on stage
with Kelly is drummer Lisa Hermenitt Wenzl, a
Willcox High School graduate of 1986, Terry said.
Hall said that when she was young, she and her
husband John were homesteaders in Alaska. “We had
no electricity and no way to know when I would be
called upon to perform with someone. I had a
suitcase packed and a helicopter pad outside. The
helicopter would show up and I’d say goodbye and
go. The helicopter would take me to Anchorage and
then I’d get on a plane to wherever I was going. I’d
send a postcard back home to John, so he would
know where I am.”
“The suitcase contained scarves of all colors, so I
could make any shirt look like a blouse that went
with any of the stage clothes,” she added.
Later, she and John would spend half the year in
Alaska and half in Arizona, driving their RV for 10
days, “stopping to eat and play music – and at all of
the hot springs,” she grinned.
Hall said, “Last year I lost my husband of 63 years,
and both of my children before that, but God isn’t
ready for me yet and the Devil doesn’t want me.”
However, she is not alone. “God has sent me a
Cowboy from Snowflake, John Neely, and he is
wonderful.”
Her most exciting memories were doing the Jerry
Lewis Telethon and the Danny Thomas Show.
“I love doing things for children. I also enjoyed
performing in the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville. Life
has been good. I have lots of friends. I’m blessed.”
And for those not blessed enough to make it to the
Sideman Jamboree, the documentary may help you
gain some understanding of the annual event and
western swing music.
Troyer explained, “Our documentary film is about
the musical genre of western swing, its origins and
influences, both past and present, as told through the
eyes of the Sideman Jamboree music festival, where
the sparks still fly, the old meet the new and the love
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and devotion still shine on.”
Check out the event on Facebook, “Sideman
Jamboree.”

Bowie School News
Bowie High receives FFA: Food For All grant
Willcox Range News - Sep 1, 2016

INDIANAPOLIS-- The Bowie FFA chapter in
Bowie has been awarded $2,500 as part of the FFA:
Food For All program from the National FFA
Organization. The nationwide program provides
grant money to local FFA chapters to support
yearlong service-learning projects that address local
hunger needs.
The Bowie FFA plans to help fight hunger by
purchasing three animals, a goat, lamb and pig, to
help in the fight against hunger in its community. The
students will raise the animals in their FFA Chapter
and then in November and December distribute the
meat to families in need in the Bowie area. Students
will learn how to care for animals, enjoy community
involvement and help in fighting hunger in their
community.
The FFA: Food For All Grants are sponsored by
Donaldson Foundation, Elanco, Land O’Lakes,
Nationwide Foundation, Nutra Blend, Sealed Air,
Tractor Supply Company and Tyson as a special
project of the National FFA Foundation. The
program provided nearly $360,000 to FFA chapters
in 40 states and the Virgin Islands. In addition, the
FFA: Food For All grant program is part of the
National FFA Organization’s Hunger Home
platform. More information about the program can
be found at FFA.org/foodforall.
The National FFA Organization provides leadership,
personal growth and career success training through
agricultural education to FFA chapter members.
The National FFA Foundation builds partnerships
with industry, education, government, other
foundations and individuals to secure financial
resources that recognize FFA member achievements,
develop student leaders and support tile future of
agricultural education.
School Board seats to be available
Ainslee S. Wittig Arizona Range News | Mar 2, 2016

Three seats on the Willcox School Board, along with
numerous seats on other area school boards, will be
available in the Nov. 8 General Election.
Board members, by school district, whose terms are
up this year and the length of their terms, are as
follows:

Ash Creek Elementary: Jessica Dilworth, 4 year;
Greg Lee, 4 year; Caroline Tolby, 2 year
Bowie Unified: Kimberly Klump, 4 year; Barth
Morin, 4 year; Nancy-Jean Welker, 4 year
Cochise Elementary: Gary Regnier, 4 year
Cochise Technology (JTED): Mark Goodman (St.
David), 4 year; Christopher Lentz (San Simon), 4
year; Laura Miller (Bisbee), 4 year; Angi Obergh
(Benson), 4 year; Jeff St. Clair (Bowie), 4 year;
Robert Devere (Tombstone), 2 year; Joe Farmer
(Sierra Vista), 2 year; Albert Young (Douglas), 2
year
San Simon Unified: Larry Parker, 4 year, Dusty
Pierce, 4 year, Jason Sloan, 4 year
Valley Union High School: Kimberly Hoke, 4 year,
German Paz, 4 year
Willcox Unified: Debra Ellis, 4 year, William “Bill”
Nolan, 4 year, Dwayne Owen, 4 year
Cochise College: Timothy Quinn, 4 year, Danny
Ortega, 6 year
Elfrida Elementary: Pat Edie, 4 year, Grace Poe, 2
year, Timothy Frazier, 4 year
McNeal Elementary: Daren Spence, 2 year, Mike
Ramirez, 4 year
Pearce Elementary: Jennifer Casady, 4 year, Mary
Sztuk, 4 year
At Willcox School District, Debra Ellis of Willcox,
who has served as president for several years, said
she will not run for another term.
“I have been on the board for about six years, starting
halfway through a term when Mike Moss resigned
(June 2009), and I am ready to retire from being on
the board,” she said.
Bill Nolan was re-elected by the Board as president
in January, and is finishing up his first four-year term
this year.
Dwayne Owen was re-elected vice president in
January and is also finishing his first four-year term
in 2016.
Current Bowie USD Governing Board members:
Jared Allred, Mike Myers, Nancy-Jean Welker,
Robin Ragan. The one remaining position will be
filled by appointment soon.
How to run for a seat on your local school board
A candidate for School District Governing Board
must be at least 18 years old, a citizen of the United
States, a resident of Arizona, a registered voter of this
state and have been a resident of the school district
for one year prior to the date of election. No
employee of the district or his/her spouse may hold
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membership on the governing board. Immediate
family, that has had the same household of residence
within the previous four years shall not serve
simultaneously on a five member governing board
pursuant A.R.S. 15-421.
All initial paperwork to run for a school governing
board in Cochise County is filed with the Cochise
County School Superintendent’s Office.
The process includes:
1) Pick up an information packet, nomination
paperwork, and Candidate ID number from your
Cochise County School Superintendent’s Office, 3rd
floor, 100 Clawson Ave., Bisbee.
2) Campaign Finance Statements: Submit as
required.
a) Statement of Organization – if spending more
than $500 on your campaign.
b) $500 Threshold Exemption – if spending $500
or less on your campaign.
3) Only after appropriate campaign financial
documentation is filed, start collecting signatures
using Non-partisan Nomination Petition.
4) File nomination paperwork between July 11, 2016
and Aug. 10, 2016. Nonpartisan Nomination Paper
(includes nomination, affidavit of qualification, and
campaign finance laws statement) and Nomination
Petitions (with signatures).
5) Candidates may submit a 500-word statement and
a 2x3 photograph for publication on the Cochise
County School Superintendent’s website anytime
from July 10, 2016 through Sept. 15, 2016.
Bowie Alumni News update from Bowie SD 14,
March 5, 2016
 Preschool and kindergarten round-up is being
planned for fourth quarter
 Teacher of the year banquet to celebrate Corie
Vasquez, teacher of the year for Bowie SD; to be
honored April 8, 2016 in Sierra Vista
 Students are currently preparing for District and
school tests including AzMERIT and AIMS
Science testing
 Elementary students are utilizing the high school
classrooms for special content courses including
art, music, cooperative learning, and physical
education
 Scholastic Book Fair provided teachers with
$600.00 to spend on literacy materials
 Students have enjoyed field trips this semester to
the Pima Air and Space Museum, Willcox
Library, Bowie Library, Reid Park Zoo, Arizona
Sonora Desert Museum, and the Renaissance
Festival.



Senior trip is planned for May 17- 19, 2016.
Students will be traveling to Universal Studios
and Santa Monica Beach.
 Seniors have received caps and gowns.
Graduation is planned for May 19, 6 pm.
 Bowie SD offers basic computer skills for the
families twice a month.
 Bowie SD offers movie night once a month for
the community.
 Staff have been working on the cleaning of the
Eva Hall building (pigeons).
 Bowie SD offers online and offline courses for
all students. Groundbreaking technological
curriculum includes Successmaker and Xtra
Math. Offline curriculum includes Journeys
Reading curriculum and Saxon Math.
 High school students enjoy FFA programs with
Willcox.
 High school students will be attending
Engineering Day and Eastern Arizona College
Skills Day this semester.
 Baseball team is working hard this season and the
next game is Thursday, March 11, 2016.
 Did you know that Bowie’s educators are high
qualified?
Thank you, Bowie Alumni, for your support of
Bowie students.
Area Commencement Ceremonies
Willcox Range News - May 17, 2016

Willcox High School will graduate 79 seniors on
Friday, May 20 at 7 p.m. at the Football Stadium. For
inclement weather, the graduation will be held in the
old WHS Gymnasium.
San Simon School will graduate 9 seniors at 7 p.m.
on Thursday, May 19 at the San Simon High School
Gym.
Bowie High School will graduate five seniors at 6
p.m. on Thursday, May 19 at the Enloe Auditorium
at the school.

RheAnna Sykes
RheAnna Alexa Sykes is the daughter
of Melissa Leyva. Andre, her older
brother, lives in Tucson and has been
a true motivator. Her love of animals
is shining bright. RheAnna will
someday be a veterinarian. Horses are
her favorite animals because they can
do many things such as barrel races
and show jumping. Traveling is in RheAnna’s future.
She would like to visit her father, Clyde Sykes, in
Houston, Texas.
RheAnna has spent her high school career
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participating in many different clubs and activities
including Future Farmers of America and
teacher/student aide. In addition, RheAnna played
baritone and French horn in the high school band.
Media Technology was one of her favorite classes.
This past year, RheAnna did an outstanding job
raising funds for the senior trip to Universal Studios,
California. Not only did she give up her afternoons,
but some evenings as well. An excellent team
member, RheAnna enjoyer playing volleyball her
freshman, sophomore and junior years.
Looking forward to becoming Dr. Sykes one day!

Aldo Salinas
Wow! Senior year is almost over. It
has felt like a lifetime to get here, but
at the same time it has all gone too
fast.
Lt’s been a great journey from
starting out in First Grade with the
nicest teacher ever, Mrs. Jones, to
finishing with Mrs. Angela and Mrs. Conger, who
have helped the whole class. They've motivated us
seniors to accomplish our goals, and pushed us to
think about our futures. It’s been a great twelve years
and I wouldn’t trade it for anything, except maybe a
diploma :).
I would like to thank Bowie Unified School District
and the entire staff for the great work that they have
put into the school over the years. I would also like
to thank the town of Bowie for the many great
memories and friendly people. I would like to thank
my family and friends for the support and motivation
to pursue my dreams. I plan to go to college for
Biology. I'm not yet sure which I’d like to study, but
I’d like to work in a lab or a University.

Mariah Fierro
Mariah Alexis Fierro, daughter of
Nancy Orona and Victor Fierro, has
attended Bowie schools since 6th
grade. Her school activities included
volleyball, Freshman Vice President,
FFA, and Culinary.
Mariah has been active with raising money for
senior trip and always helpful as a cafeteria aide. She
always exemplified school spirit and pride.
What Mariah has liked most about attending school
here was coming to class ready to learn and also
seeing her friends.
During her free time, she enjoyed hangout with
friends and her boyfriend.
Mariah plans to attend Eastern Arizona College to
either become a Nursing Assistant or go into
Cosmetology.

Christopher Garcia
Christopher Mathew Garcia is a senior
and is looking forward to graduating
this May. Christopher is the proud
grandson of Guadalupe Garcia. He has
two siblings: Israel Tapia Jr. and
Angelica Tapia.
After graduating, Christopher will be
traveling to Southern California. His interests
involve computer technology and physical fitness.
Christopher will attend college in Vista, CA.
Christopher’s future interests include sports
medicine and personal training. Being fit is
important to him. He enjoys helping others attain
their fitness goals.

Justin Rios
Justin was born in Wilcox, Arizona,
son of Elva and Francisco Rios. He
started Pre-Kindergarten at Bowie
Elementary School and has made a
lot of friends over the years. Some of
them will be graduating with him.
Justin is known for being a 6'4”
basketball player. He has played
since Fourth grade and received the MVP award in
Eighth grade. Throughout the years, he has received
other awards, including Most Improved and Best
Athlete, and colleges have shown interest in him. He
hopes to continue to play for U of A or EAC.
He has been involved in FFA. He received a cash
award for Agriculture since he has held a job with
Fico Farms since he was a sophomore. He also was
involved in culinary arts for two years and received
an award for Best Cook.
Spikes scholarship for Bowie students
Scholarship opportunity available for Bowie, San
Simon and Willcox High School seniors.
The Albert R. and Nellie D. Spikes Scholarship is
available for students:
• from the town of Bowie, Ariz, (who attend any
of the three high schools) or
• who live elsewhere and graduate from Bowie
HS.
This memorial fund was set up to support graduating
seniors who plan to pursue additional education at a
university, community college, or vocational school.
More
information
can
be
found
here: https://azfoundation.academicworks.com/opp
ortunities/510.
Students can also begin their application from that
site by clicking sign-up for a new account. All
students who fill out the general application will also
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be entered into consideration for the dozens of
competitive scholarships that the Arizona
Community Foundation administers. Application
process closes May 31.
Bowie People in the News
New Chief Investment Officer for Assurity
David Lockwood became Assurity Life Insurance
Company's chief investment officer in November,
replacing William R. Schmeekle, who retired after
26 years of service on December 31,2015.
Lockwood, who was born in Estes Park, Colorado
and raised in Kimball, Nebraska, recently returned to
his home state after living in Indiana with his wife,
Tracy, and two sons for the past, seven years. There
he served as first vice-president, director of
investments for the Federal Home Loan Bank of
Indianapolis, where he was responsible for managing
the profitability of over $15 billion in assets.
In his new role, Lockwood will oversee all
investment activities at Assurity. "I'm excited to bu
ild on our solid track record of investment returns
over the past l 25years." said Lockwood. "Our
investment strategy is designed to build on Assurity's
financial strength.in order to honor the promises we
have made to our policyholders."
In Indianapolis Lockwood served as board president
for Indy Reads, a non-profit volunteer organization
that provides basic literacy tutoring to illiterate and
semi-literate adults. He is a chartered financial
analyst {CFA) charter holder, and obtained a
bachelor's degree from the University of Nebraska
where he graduated with honors and highest
distinction. David is Dewain Lockwood 's son.
GUILLÉN REFLECTS ON BATTLES AND THE WAR
September 20, 2016

Tomás Guillén (M.A., 1990) has fought for his
journalism career in the harsh trenches of life.
Whether in El Paso, Texas as a boy growing up
hardened by uncontrollable circumstances, or the
searing sun of Arizona as a college kid dutifully
attending school, or as a journalist tracking down one
of the most notorious serial killers in American
history, hard work and grit have defined Guillén’s
career.
When journalism started to present more questions
than answers, Guillén turned to the Department of
Communication at the University of Washington to
attain a master’s degree and in doing so, zoomed out
from the battles so he could see the war. Now he
teaches young journalists at Seattle University to
work hard and prepare them for the trenches of
journalism.

The story of Tomás Guillén begins in El Paso during
the great Texas droughts of the 1950s. It is a tough
southern town that is as dusty as it is windy. Guillén
grew up without his biological parents in the
household. He was raised by his maternal
grandmother.
“My Grandmother took me in and she was tough. A
taskmaster.” He said. “She raised me without many
resources. We were poor, that’s the bottom line. She
did the best she could.”
Guillén went on to speak about needing to grow up
very fast in El Paso surrounded by vacated homes,
gangs, and people looking to fight around every
corner. He would earn money by demolishing items
in decrepit buildings and forging relationships with
various characters around town who bought the
goods. He also spoke about the racism he faced.
“In elementary school, I was part of a spelling bee.
They asked me to spell ‘coffee’ and I didn’t know
how to spell it. My teacher made fun of me in front
of the entire class. Spanish was my first language and
I didn’t know enough English.”
After years of struggling, things began to click for
Guillén. He had the chance to skip a grade before
high school and also started to embrace his curious
nature. This led to more reading and writing. Things
got easier in high school and that was when his
biological mother called and invited him to live in
Arizona with her. He jumped at the opportunity to
leave El Paso and started attending a small school
outside of Tucson. He worked in the fields and
started to excel academically, discovering for the
first time the idea that he might attend college.
“Bowie, Arizona was a small town and everyone
talked about going to college. Some people don’t
understand how poverty is a trap. It’s a trap,
psychologically. I didn’t know about college. After
growing up poor, no money, no etiquette, it had never
occurred to me.” He continued to talk about how
things began to shift in Bowie.
”Then, I remember reading a
line in a book that talked about
how writing a book could be a
way out of poverty. That was
it. I was tired of being held
back and decided to harness
my motivation and work very,
very hard. Fight for my life.”
Overcoming the odds, Guillén
was accepted to the University of Arizona. He started
studying horticulture after working twelve hour days
in the fields of Bowie as a teenager, joining the
Future Farmers of America. Everything was moving
along until the introduction of math. That was the end
of his horticulture career. Needing a new direction,
he heard friends talking about journalism and
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attended a class. He was fascinated and has been in
the business of stories ever since.
Former University of Arizona professor Donald
Carson remembers Guillén this way.
“I met Tommy for the first time with a fellow
professor. We invited ourselves to go sit next to him
in the lunch hall, you see, he was shy at that time. I
got to know him when he was working for The Daily
Wildcat newspaper. He was always wanting to do it
right. He always worked very, very hard. He never
quit a difficult task. Listened extremely well. Took
great notes. And he was great at building
relationships. Just a great guy and a hell of a
reporter.”
Guillén graduated in 1974 from the University of
Arizona with a degree in journalism and worked at
the Tucson Citizen as a reporter for several years. He
kept in touch with Carson over the years as his career
unfolded.
Carson said, “Tommy was never afraid to say, ‘I
don’t know,’ and that is the heart of a great reporter.
You challenge when you don’t understand. You ask
for details when you need them. All too often,
reporters leave questions unanswered. Tommy never
did that. He asked why and that’s the essence of who
he is.”
After a stint working with the Omaha World-Herald,
he moved to the Pacific Northwest to work for The
Seattle Times. He wrote general assignment and
investigative stories for fifteen years until a string of
murders altered the course of his career.
Guillén and his colleague at The Seattle
Times Carlton Smith investigated the Green River
killings and also the King County Sherriff’s Office,
searching for clues and uncovering the truth around
substandard detective work. After covering a police
beat in Arizona, he had now learned how to work a
story and read men and women in uniform. In the
1980s, when young women went missing and turned
up dead in Seattle, Guillén started asking questions,
waging intellectual battle after intellectual battle.
Guillén and Smith were 1988 Pulitzer Prize finalists
for their investigative reporting on the Green River
murder investigation. Then in 1990, Guillén and
Smith wrote the New York Times best-selling
book, The Search for the Green River Killer. This
propelled Guillén into a new spotlight. Interviews
with The Today Show, CNN, NBC Nightly News
with Tom Brokaw, Evening Magazine, and various
other outlets now became commonplace for the boy
who once struggled to spell ‘coffee.’
“It changed a lot. It changed from being a reporter to
suddenly being on all these news shows. I really had
to step it up. You know? It was the highest level,
being interviewed live on national television.”

The next step for Guillén after fighting in the
trenches of investigative journalism for years was
attending the University of Washington Department
of Communication to earn his master’s degree. He
was drawn to the Department because he had reached
a point where he wanted to take a wider view of
journalism. To view the war, not just the battle.
“Reporters are fighting battles every day. But there
is a bigger picture. I had done stories. I had done
investigations. I wanted a more intellectual
challenge. There is so much more going on than just
the battle on the streets.” He added, “The University
of Arizona prepared me for battle. The University of
Washington helped me to see the war.”
He remembers a favorite professor at the UW being
Don Pember.
“I was very interested in privacy in journalism. So, I
was very curious about what I could write, what I
couldn’t write, what the laws around this kind of
journalism were. I had covered a lot of murders and
talked to a lot of families. So, Pember’s class was
interesting to me.”
In 1994, after earning his M.A. from the UW
Department of Communication, Guillén became a
tenured professor for the Seattle University
Department of Communication. He became codirector for Seattle University’s Urban Newspaper
Workshop in 1997, helping run the two-week writing
program for ethnic high school students interested in
journalism and teaching several of the classes. He
served as acting chair for the Department from 2006
to 2007 and was also the director of the Journalism
Summer Workshop from 2000 to 2009.
As a global presence, Guillén has traveled both as a
scholar and a volunteer. He was also a Fulbright
Scholar at the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, in
Cali, Colombia in 2008 and at Staffordshire
University in the United Kingdom in 2011. Guillén
volunteers as an interpreter for medical and dental
mission trips to Nicaragua.
Today, Guillén continues to work with students at
Seattle University. He spoke about his impending
induction at the UW.
“This Hall of Fame recognition is a true honor. It’s
special. But, I tell my students to never write
anything for awards. It’s not a contest. Write a good
story. Write for you. Everything else will come if you
do a good job. That’s the bottom line.”
Join us as we celebrate the hard work and improbable
career of Tomás Guillén as he is inducted on October
4 into the UW Department of Communication
Alumni Hall of Fame.
Copyright © 2016 Department of Communication - University
of Washington
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Pictures From Bowie Schools
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Pictures from the 2016 Bowie Hunters Reunion
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BOWIE PANTHERS!
Annual Membership Fee Form
 The Annual Membership Fee of $10.00 includes the Newsletter when it is published. Alumni will NOT receive
the Newsletter if they do not pay the Membership Fee.
 There is no guarantee how many copies of the Newsletter will be published each calendar year. Our Newsletter
Editor will attempt to publish at least one per year, and more if possible.
 Husband and wife alumni and family members living in the same household will need to pay only one annual
membership fee. If the family wishes to pay more, it will be gladly accepted to help cover expenses.
 Failure to pay the annual membership fee will NOT prevent an alumnus from attending a reunion, a luncheon or
other alumni activity.
 If you would like to receive the Bowie School Alumni Newsletter, please fill out the form and send it with a check
or money order for $10.00 to:
Evelyn Lathram, 1920 W. Mountain Laurel Dr., Oro Valley, AZ 85737

 Make your checks or money orders for the Membership Fee payable to the:
Bowie School Alumni Group.
Name(s):
Address:
City, State, Zip code:
Phone:

Email address:

Year(s) graduated or years attended or faculty:
Do you want to receive the newsletter via regular mail ______ or Email _______?
Do you want to receive invitations to the Bowie School Alumni Group luncheons held in Arizona, in or near
Tucson or Phoenix?
Yes _______; No ________
Do you want to receive invitations to the future Bowie School Five Year Reunions?
Yes _______; No ________

Thank you for supporting the Bowie School Alumni Group!
Board of Directors:
Lorenzo Abalos, Susan Bickel, Florina Christiernsson, Evelyn Lathram, Larren Yelton
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