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June 3, 2021 
 
Dear O-E Community, 
 
I am very pleased to say "goodbye" to the 2020-2021 school year!  It is amazing to think back and reflect 
about what we have accomplished over the last 15 months.  Within hours of the closure notice, we had 
plans in place to feed kids, within days we had an educational plan in place.  To start this year, we rolled 
with the ever-changing guidance and made plans to open in person.  To do all of this, we needed staff 
ready for anything - and willing to be flexible at a moment's notice.  We needed a community that 
supported our efforts and supported our students, no matter the situation. 
 
Even though we have seen a few local cases recently, statewide we are on the right trajectory.  Total daily 
cases have not reached 1000 in over a week.  Slowly, mitigation efforts have been lifted, with the mask 
mandate to end before July.  We will be making some updates in plans for next year.  Our planning will be 
focus on "normal" as we knew it and how it will need to be going forward.  Some changes made this year 
will stick, some will not.  While we anticipate some requirements remaining from the state, most will be 
lifted.  This summer will be a transition for all of us back to a focus on living our lives without an 
overwhelming fear of "what if?" or a feeling that the next email or phone call will bring us some bad 
news.   
 
Our updated planning will address the elimination of synchronous learning options, continued 1-to-1 
devices, review of class times and a return of past bus schedules.  Changes we plan to continue will be on 
meeting staffing needs and maintaining our updated cleaning routines. There are many more to review, 
so expect to see updates from us through the summer.   
 
Although challenging at times and frustrating very frequently, this was an incredible year.  We truly 
appreciate the sentiments of support received throughout from parents and community members.   Our 
entire community was focused on keeping students in school, and that is exactly what we did.  Otto-
Eldred is a special place to live, to work and to raise a family.  This school year will be remembered for 
many things:  our community's support for our students, our student's willingness to "roll with the 
punches" and above all, a graduating class that "raised the bar" in every way. 
 
Enjoy your summer and we will see you back in August! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matthew D. Splain, Superintendent 
 
MDS/ss 
 


