
AHS Class of 2021- October Update 

 

We have made it through the first nine weeks!  I know it was not easy and I also realize we are still faced 

with some of the same struggles as we begin the second nine weeks.  However, I do feel like we are all 

making strides in learning how to deal with the online learning environment.  I want all of you to know 

that I am very sorry your senior year has been disrupted and I am here if any of you just need to talk! 

Below are important items you should be working on right now!  As always, please do not hesitate to 

ask questions if you need help.  Additionally, please go back and review the information I posted on my 

information update 9-2-2020 because a lot of that information still pertains to you today! 

Check my Teams page regularly 

I will post all the important information you need from me in my Teams page.  My page is titled “Class of 

2021- Mrs. Goff.”  If you are not in the habit of checking my page regularly, please do so!  Many of the 

questions I receive have already been addressed in my page so start there.  You are always welcome to 

ask questions, but it may help you get the answers quicker by starting with what I post on my page. 

I have several different channels available and include: 

• General- I post general updates and info on this channel including virtual college visits, tutoring 

opportunities, etc. 

• ACT Information- any time I have new ACT information to share, I post it in this channel.  There 

is also a flyer in the files with the test dates the ACT will be given at AHS and how to register. 

• Announcements- all student council announcements are made under this channel. 

• FAFSA- Information on how to apply for the FAFSA and what it does is all listed under this 

channel. 

• Scholarship Listings- every time I have new scholarships to post, I post them here!   

If you know of more information that would benefit all of you, please let me know and I will get it 

posted on my Teams page! 

Q1 Grades 

Report cards for the first nine weeks grading period went out last Wednesday, October 14th.  You can 

check your report card in PowerSchool.  Please remember that semester grades are calculated by 

averaging your first nine weeks grade (counts twice) with your second nine weeks grade (counts twice) 

and your semester exam grade (counts once), by five.  Therefore, if you did not do as well as you would 

have liked for the first nine weeks, you still have the second nine weeks and semester exam to bring 

your overall semester grade up. 

Below are some tips for improving your second nine weeks grade: 

1. Attend Live Sessions- your teachers will be having live sessions every week.  The date and time 

for each live session is listed on the agenda for each class.  Make it a priority to attend those live 

sessions.  You will receive very valuable instruction and information in the live sessions that 

may help you do better on your homework. 



a. SPOILER ALERT- There are many teachers who are giving out answers to quizzes to the 

students who are attending live sessions.  Your grade could really improve by attending 

live sessions! 

2. Make a schedule/to do list- you all have so many things going on and so many assignments that 

it is hard to keep up sometimes!  To help you stay organized, use a planner and write down 

your assignments and when they are do.  Make a checklist and mark off the assignments as you 

finish them.  This will help you stay on track with your schoolwork. 

3. Ask your teachers for help- Your teachers are here to help, and no one expects you to do this 

alone!  Send your teachers a Teams chat if you get stuck or have questions.  Some teachers are 

even scheduling time to have a video chat with you if you need extra help.  Reach out and 

communicate with your teachers if this is you! 

4. Don’t wait until the last minute to work- Plan ahead to get your homework done early.  Do not 

wait until right before it is due to start working.  This will stress you out and cause you to either 

do poorly on your work or not get it done.  Give yourself enough time to complete your work 

and it will make a huge difference! 

College Admissions Applications 

If you have not started your college admissions applications, start NOW!  Many of you have been 

working hard on this process and you all know how much time it takes.  The reason it is very important 

to start your applications now is because many colleges/universities require you to apply and be 

accepted before you can fill out the scholarship applications at the respective colleges.  Many 

scholarship applications are due by December 1st, so time is running out! 

When you apply for a college, please fill out the “Transcript Request Form” that is posted in my Teams 

page.  I have a tab across the top with the name “Class of 2021 Transcript Request Form” so it is easier 

for you to find.   

Scholarship Applications 

As a quick reminder, I will post any scholarship listings I have under the “Scholarship Listings” channel on 

my Teams page as well as send it out through Remind and post it on our website, 

ahs.bulldogs.org/Guidance.  I update those listings as I receive new scholarships to post.  There are 

generally 10-15 scholarships on each listing so if you do not qualify for some, you may qualify for others.  

There are also websites on the top of each listing for you to conduct your own scholarship searches. 

We will be completing the local scholarship process in January or February so do not worry about those 

scholarships now.  Similarly, the Chase Foundation Scholarship will not be available until next spring.  

However, please feel free to check out the requirements for the scholarship and a sample application at 

their website, chasefoundation.com. 

College Virtual Visits 

We have already had a few virtual visits with college representatives, and we have a few more coming 

up.  I want to encourage you to attend those visits if you are interested in or are planning on attending 

those colleges.  The representatives really help walk you through the process and give you information 

pertaining to scholarship opportunities.  I post the notice for those visits in my Teams page so be 

watching for them! 



FAFSA 

The FAFSA opened on October 1st so get your FAFSA completed as soon as possible.  Information on how 

to complete the FAFSA and what you need to get your application is all on my Teams page.  Colleges all 

have different due dates so check out the website of the college you will be attending or are applying to 

for those dates.   

Even if you know you will not qualify for financial aid, it is still important you complete the FAFSA.  Many 

scholarships require you to complete the process so it would benefit you to go ahead and complete the 

FAFSA.   

Additional Support 

Ms. Cabezuela, our school social worker, is here to help also!  Please reach out to her on Teams or email 

if you need help.   

There is also a new app available where you can access mental health resources, peer support, and 

community resources.  The app is called NMConnect and the instructions for accessing the app are listed 

under the General Channel on my Teams page. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need help with anything.  I am available through Teams 

Chat (probably the best way to reach me), Remind, and email.  Do not hesitate to contact me if you 

need me! 

I am so proud of all of you and I know we will get through these hard times together! 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Goff 


