
 

 

 

May 6, 2020 

 

 

To the City of Champions: 

 

Finishing this school year teaching and learning at home instead of at school has been 

challenging for all; however, one particular group has been on our hearts more than any other—

the Class of 2020.  There are 52 nine-week periods students will experience over the course of 

their 13 years with us.  Although this pandemic has only affected one of those 52 periods, it 

impacted a very crucial one for our seniors.  Seniors were striving to finish strong academically 

as well as possibly compete for the last time in their chosen activities and athletic events.  They 

were anticipating final pep assemblies, prom, senior banquet, baccalaureate, and, of course, 

graduation and senior salute. 

 With it apparent that a traditional graduation ceremony in May was not possible, the 

Class of 2020 student officers, class sponsors, and administrators met recently, and we are 

excited to announce that a plan is coming together to celebrate our graduates in a memorable and 

healthy manner on the originally scheduled graduation day.  On Thursday, May 21st at 6:30 p.m., 

there will be a Class of 2020 Senior Recognition Parade.  Seniors will start at Artesia High 

School and drive a parade route that ends at the Bulldog Bowl parking lot where they will be 

announced and receive a bag of goodies from their senior class sponsors and counselors.  Seniors 

have already received a ticket admitting one vehicle for their loved ones to park in the Bowl 

parking lot to view the ending of the parade.  Additionally, various locations along the parade 

route have been established, through collaboration with city officials, law enforcement, and 

churches, for community members wishing to show their support of the seniors to do so from the 

safety of their vehicles.  The final parade route and instructions for gaining access to parking lots 

along the route will be available soon. 

 We have also not given up hope that the Class of 2020 will receive their diplomas in a 

traditional commencement ceremony.  Three optional dates have been established this summer if 

the current health orders allow.  Those dates are Saturday, June 20th, Friday, July 17th, and 

Saturday, August 1st. 

 Our community has a long tradition of putting our Children First. We believe this Senior 

Recognition Parade is an exciting and appropriate way to show our seniors how proud we are of 

them for their accomplishments and encourage them in their future endeavors.  Please watch for 

more information on how you can help make May 21st, 2020 a special and safe time for the Class 

of 2020.  It’s Great to be a Bulldog! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John Ross Null, Superintendent of Schools 


