
 
 
March 13, 2020 
 
Dear Saddle Mountain Families, 
 
Our first commitment is to our children’s safety.  The District administration has been closely monitoring 
developments on Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). Schools will continue to remain open as 
recommended by Maricopa County Department of Health, the AZ Dept. of Health Services, the AZ Dept. 
of Education, the Governor’s Office, and the Centers for Disease Control.  As of March 12th, there were 
nine confirmed or presumptive positive cases in the County.  Maricopa County has created a dedicated 
webpage with information on COVID-19. This is a great source of information for any developments or 
announcements impacting our region. http://www.maricopa.gov/coronavirus   
 
We have been following Maricopa’s preventative recommendations for schools, which include enhanced 
cleaning of all high-touch surfaces such as desktops, doorknobs, pencil sharpeners, and faucet handles. 
The District will be conducting enhanced cleaning above and beyond our normal procedures over spring 
break. We will continue to take these precautions to ensure a healthy learning environment for every 
student and staff member. 
 
Extra cleaning supplies have been ordered. Additionally, if you wish to send personal supplies for your 
own child, they may be kept in your child’s backpack for use as needed. Teachers and staff will review 
with students precautions they can and should be taking on a daily basis.  
The best strategy against COVID-19, or any other respiratory virus, is prevention. Here are measures we 
can all take... 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Stay home when you are sick, and keep sick children home as well. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze, then immediately discard any tissues. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently-touched objects and surfaces. 

If a confirmed case of COVID-19 occurs on one of our campuses, the ensuing plan would be determined 
by MCDPH along with input from the Arizona Department of Health Services.    
 
Please plan for when community spread occurs by ensuring you have a plan to designate a caregiver for 
your child if you cannot stay home with your child or pick up your child from school. We will continue to 
provide updates with developments that could impact our families or schools.  If your child exhibits any 
symptoms of illness, please keep him/her home for at least 24 hours after the symptoms are gone.  If you 
have questions, we encourage you to contact your school directly. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Paul Tighe  
Superintendent 
 

38201 W. Indian School Road 
Tonopah, AZ  85354 

P: 623-474-5115 
F: 623-474-5109 

http://www.maricopa.gov/coronavirus

