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Broadband Booster Pilot Project 

Presented by Peñasco Valley Telecommunications (PVT) 

Introduction. “Rural Broadband Deployment” and “Bridging the Digital Divide” are hot topics. 

Numerous initiatives, studies and conferences have been undertaken to identify and map 

under-served areas.  Targeted students in these areas experience an observable negative 

impact resulting from limited internet access. Once identified, the goal is to increase bandwidth 

to educational institutions, leveling the playing field for all students.  A true level playing field 

requires the addition of broadband access to the homes of these students.  

The major hurdle to resolving this issue is monetary.  To this end, Peñasco Valley 

Telecommunications (PVT) has announced a reduction in pricing for residential broadband 

customers in some of the areas we serve, up to 50% for our lowest speed.  A price reduction 

will significantly and positively impact the number of residences with broadband services.  We 

recognize that sometimes this may not be enough.  We have developed a plan to reach those 

who most need additional support.    We have named it THE BROADBAND BOOSTER PILOT 

PROJECT.   

Broadband Booster Pilot Project. The project will be directed to households of underprivileged 

students who do not currently have broadband services. Our intention is to run the pilot project 

for one year, then assess its cost and value to determine whether it should continue.   

The plan offers a 50% reduction to the monthly recurring rate for the lowest speed we offer, 

which will support the applications needed for these students, to these households. This 

translates to a rate of $17 to $21 per month.  Installation costs (approximately $200 per 

installation) will be waived and deposit criteria will be suspended. PVT will seek funding to 

further reduce the cost to zero for those students for whom the reduced cost is still a burden.  

We plan to utilize a round-up program where our customers donate a small amount, over their 

usual monthly billing, to cover the costs of services for these students.  We will also seek 

donations from individuals, businesses, nonprofit organizations as well as federal, state and 

local governing entities.   

Coverage Detail.  The project is focused on seven school districts PVT serves, either as the ILEC 

or a significant CLEC.  These school districts make up about 5% of New Mexico students.  

We have determined less than half of those students classified as “economically 

disadvantaged” (based on enrollment in the free lunch program) are without internet service.  

Of those, we expect to connect 25% of those households in the identified serving area under  
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Other Considerations and Benefits.  Providing internet services to students who otherwise 

would go without in itself is critical.  School assignments often rely on internet access to 

complete.  Additional values include further educational opportunities, both as an additional 

research tool, and access to online education, up to and including college courses.  

Communications through the internet is now mainstream, e.g. employment opportunities and 

application processes are posted to the internet, and telework positions require internet 

access.  Telemedicine and access to government resources are also valuable resources for 

home users via the internet. All of these services contribute to “leveling the playing field”. 

Closing Summary.  PVT is proud to serve Southeastern New Mexico and diligently works to 

provide the highest quality broadband services at a reasonable cost to our customers.  We want 

to make internet services more available to the students in our area.  We feel THE BROADBAND 

BOOSTER PILOT PROJECT will accomplish our goal of supporting education for New Mexico 

students. 

 We appreciate your time and attention in considering the value of this project.  I look forward 

to the opportunity for further discussion.  Please contact me at 575-748-1241 or 

terrym@pvt.com. 

Respectfully, 

 

Terry R. Mullins 

V.P. Sales & Marketing 

Peñsaco Valley Telecommunications 
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