
 
 

“To be SAINTS is not a PRIVILEGE for FEW but a VOCATION for EVERYONE”-Pope Francis 

November 2, 2016 

Dear St. Rita Parents, 

After a fun-filled Halloween here at St. Rita School, yesterday the students attended Mass for All Saints 

Day.  The 6
th
 grade class did a marvelous job serving as lectors, altar servers, greeters, gift bearers, and 

singers. The 8th grade saint projects were nicely displayed around the altar.  Today is All Souls Day, a 

time when we remember those in our families who have died.   Please keep in your prayers, during this 

month of remembrance, all those members of our St. Rita community who have died during the past year.  

Next Tuesday is Election Day.  This year’s political campaigns have been deplorable to say the least and 

many people are still undecided as to who they will vote for.  I recently came across a YouTube video, 

link at ?v=sDt9uQ__l2Y called “Voting Catholic” which may help you in your decision.   The key for 

each of us is to weigh the issues and the position of each candidate and prayerfully consider the best 

person to lead our country for the next 4 years.  

I am very excited that we now have three new activities geared to our younger students. Our 

Environmental Club began in October and now has 29 members in grades 1-4. Thank you, Mrs. 

Kozlowski for serving as the club moderator.  Arts & Crafts Club will begin shortly for students in grades 

3-5.  Currently capped with 23 students, Mrs. Hawkins and Mrs. Michels hope to run additional sessions 

throughout the year.   Finally, we will begin an instructional basketball program for students in grades 3 

& 4.  Coaches for the program are Pete Civitello, Dave Mele, Mike D’Errico, and Rick Mut .   If you have 

an idea for a new club or activity and are willing to volunteer your time to organize and run it, please give 

me a call as I would be happy to discuss and consider your proposal. 

On Sunday, November 20 from 1:00-3:00 PM we will be holding our annual Open House.  Mrs. Civitello 

with the assistance of our student and parent ambassadors has been working diligently on this event but 

more help is needed.  Please go out and share with your family, friends, neighbors, and colleagues with 

school age children or grandchildren all the good things that are happening at your child’s school.  Invite 

them to attend our Open House or one of our Welcome Mondays and please Like and Share our Facebook 

posts.  You parents are the best ambassadors for our school.  Let’s work together to continue to grow our 

school family.  

Thank you for entrusting your child/ren to our care.  May you have a great week.    

 

God Bless, 

Mrs. Tiezzi 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Upcoming Virtus Training Sessions 

Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2016 @ St. Mary of Branford 

Anyone who has recently taken the Virtus training please send a copy of your Virtus certificate to 

Sr. Anne.  Thank you. 

 

Calling all ALUMNI & ALUMNI PARENTS: 

In celebration of our 60th anniversary, we are seeking photos and memories from past years. Please email 

Carissa Civitello   ccivitello.stritaschool@gmail.com for more information.  Thank you! 

Sunday, Nov. 6 at the 11:30 AM St. Rita Mass our school children will be altar servers, readers and 

choir members.  If any student is interested in being a reader please notify Sister Anne.   

Volunteers needed: 

Mrs. Civitello is looking for assistance in video/media editing.  
If anyone has a background in this area, please email  ccivitello.stritaschool@gmail.com 

Our new Pre Kindergarten 3 program still has a few openings for students in either the full-time or 

part-time program.  Students must be fully toilet trained and have turned 3 by October 1 to be eligible.  

Please share this with your family, friends and neighbors who might have a PreK age child and would be 

interested in having their child attend St. Rita School. 

 

AFTER CARE WILL BE AVAILABLE ON EARLY DISMISSAL DAYS until 5:30pm with the 

exception of those days that come before a holiday.  There will be after school available on parent teacher 

conference days, (Nov. 21
st
 and 22

nd
 and February 16

th
 and 17

th)
.  After Care hours half days, as noted in 

SRS handbook are until 5:30pm.  Before and After Care questions should be directed to Mrs. Bathrick @ 

475-331-0719 between the hours of 11:00am and 5:30pm. 

Altar Server Training There will be a training for students in grades 4-8 interested in becoming an altar 

server on Saturday, November 5, from 9:00am – 10:30am in the upper church.  Parents are expected to 

attend the training along with their children. 

 

Sacred Heart Academy proudly presents Disney's The Little Mermaid! Featuring many St. Rita alum, 

this classic takes the stage at the Shubert soon. Performances are Friday, November 4 at 8 

pm and Saturday, November 5 at 2 and 8 pm. For tickets and information call 203-562-5666, 

visit www.shubert.com or the box office at 247 College St., New Haven. As a tradition, Sacred Heart 

Academy alumnae in attendance will be acknowledged at all performances. 

7th Annual Trunk or Treat Success! 

 

The 7th Annual Trunk or Treat event was a smash success thanks to the enthusiasm and support of the 

SRS community. Special thanks to the 42 families who hosted trunks for Trunk or Treat this year! We set 

a record high for attendance with over 250 guests. 
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Christmas Tree Coloring Contest: 

The Connecticut Christmas Tree Growers Association is sponsoring its 16
th
 annual statewide Christmas 

tree coloring contest.  Children in grades K-3 can win a fresh Christmas tree for their family.  Contest 

rules may be found on our website http://www.ctchristmastree.org.   

CCTGA, Kathy Kogut, Executive Director 
304 Parker Ave. 

Meriden, CT 06450 
203-237-9400 

********************************** 

Attention Environmental Club Members: 

 

We will be meeting on Wednesday November 2nd, right after school until 4 p.m. 

 

****************************************** 

 

 

ST. RITA SCHOOL 

Retake / Absentee Day and Sibling Portraits 

Monday, November 21, 2016 

Who Should Go on Absentee/Retake Day: 

 Any student not satisfied with original portrait - Return your complete package to the 

photographer on retake day. 

 Any student who was absent on the original day whether you are purchasing a package or not.  

Order forms are available in the school office one week prior to retake day. 

 Any student who did not purchase on the original day and would like to purchase a package.  

Order forms are available in the school office one week prior to retake day. 

 

Sibling Portraits: 

 If you would like to have your children photographed together, please request an order form from 

the office.  Order forms are available in the school office one week prior to picture day. 

 Fill out order envelope with your package choice and in the first name box put “Sibling” and in 

the last name box , last name.   

 

Any questions, please call Lifetouch at 203-735-5933 

http://www.ctchristmastree.org/


 

 

 

 

St. Rita Church Christmas Eve Family Mass 
"She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn."  Luke 2:7 

 

When: Saturday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m 
Where: St. Rita Church 
Rehearsal: Tuesday, December 20 at 6:00 PM in the church 

Children ages 5 and above are invited to participate in the Christmas Eve 6:00 PM Family Mass! As we 

prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the children will dress up like the people from the very first 

Christmas. They will help us remember the events of that miraculous night as we tell the story of our 

Savior's birth. We will celebrate the Christmas Eve 6:00 PM Mass with children participating as readers, 

altar servers, and singers. 

Rehearsal 

One adult needs to stay with your child(ren) during the rehearsal on December 20 at 6:00 PM. in the 

Church. 

Sign-Ups 

If your family and/or child would like to participate in the Christmas Eve Family Mass, please contact 

Suzanne Hamling (stritayouthgroup01@gmail.com) by email or phone (203-234-1597)  by Friday 

December 16.  Please provide her with your child's name, and age.   She is looking for children to “play” 

the part of: 

Angels   •Shepherds   • Mary   • Joseph   •Animals 

We are also in need of readers (for older children 6th grade and up) and a family to carry the Christmas 

Banner during the Procession and another family to carry up the gifts.   
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HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 

 

 

The Book Fair is coming to St Rita School!  

The Book Fair will be held at St. Rita School from Monday, November 7th through Wednesday 

November 9th at 8:00am - 4:00pm. 

Your children will be coming home with a Preview Flyer of some of the things that will be on sale this 

year. 

 

Important information: Children in Pre-K through 4th grade will be coming to visit the book 

fair on Monday, November 7th to make a wish list to bring home. On Wednesday, November 9th, those 

children then will come back to buy items approved by parents from their wish lists.     

5th grade through 8th grade students will have only a browse and buy day on Tuesday November 8th, so 

please send them with either cash or a check made payable to St Rita School. 

 

This year on Tuesday, November 8th -"Election Day" we are hosting a "Books and Breakfast hour" 

from 7:45-8:15 for K-8 and 7:45-8:30 for Pre K. Come in and have breakfast with your student and 

browse the book fair. 

 

If you would like to volunteer to help out at the Book Fair we would love to have you!! Please email Lena 

Sorensen at stellagirl627@snet.net 

Yankee Candle Fundraiser: 

Our Yankee Candle Fundraiser ends this week!  Please remember orders are due back 

on Friday, November 4th, with payment in full. Please make checks payable to St. Rita School HSA. 

 If you have any questions please contact: 

Trisha Kozloski (trisha.gilbert@yahoo.com) or Meghan Giaquinto (Meghan.giaquinto@yahoo.com) 

GREEN TEE SHIRT DAY for November has been changed from Friday, Nov. 18
th

 to Monday, Nov. 28
th

.  

"Spirit Wear - Happy 60th Birthday St.Rita School! Our 60th Anniversary Merchandise is on sale 

NOW! Car Magnets - $10 or 2 for $16, Green Yacht Tote Bag - $25 and Coffee Tumblers - $10 or 2 for 

$18 are available now for purchase! You don't need an order form - simply email your order to Joanne 

Bruno at srsspiritwear.stritaschool@gmail.com and include your family name, your selected merchandise, 

quantities and your child's name and homeroom teacher. Look for the 60th Anniversary Flyer with order 

form this week on Facebook and our website. got Spirit?" 

 

Crusaders basketball duffle bags are now available!  

 

Show your team spirit with a personalized St. Rita Basketball Duffle Bag. These duffle bags include a St. 

Rita Basketball embroidered logo with the option to personalize the bag with your name. Orders are 

due November 11th. Please see attached Flyer and Order form for more details. 
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Caritas Christi Center 

Spirituality and Pregnancy  

Wednesday, November 9, 9:30-11:30 am 

Pregnancy is time of great creativity in a woman’s life. We will explore the wonder and awe of the 

special relationship with the Divine that develops during this time. Some may experience a unique 

kinship with Mary or the holy family. Others may feel new dimensions of love. Come and share your 

experience. Presenter: Linda Barron, Nurse Practitioner with a specialty in women’s health, Third Order 

Carmelite, and wife and mother of three children and an ever growing number of grandchildren. 

Donation: $15. To register please call 203-281-2569. www.caritaschristicenter.org 

Kids Night Out  

Friday, November 11, 6:00-9:00 pm (See September 9 for details.) Drop off the kids and enjoy an 

evening out! A safe evening out which will provide a movie, crafts, snacks and fun for the kids. 

Facilitator: Sister Jeanne Marie Vonder Haar, ASCJ, Donation: $10 per child, $25 for families of 3 or 

more children. To register please call 203-281-2569. www.caritaschristicenter.org 

What Makes Us Catholic?  “What Time do we Have? -Mining the Treasures of Scripture and Tradition”  

Thursday, November 17, 7:00-9:00 pm  

Each program reflects the conviction that Catholic faith is most “effective” (i.e. sacramental) when it 

forms people’s identity and shapes how we respond to the “great Questions”—the real issues—of life. 

As you attend these programs, we hope you will have opportunity for reflection and conversation, not 

only within yourself but with your “neighbors” in the Body of Christ as well. The pedagogy throughout 

each program can be described simply as “bringing life to Faith and bringing Faith to life.”  Thomas H. 

Groome, Ph.D., (speaker for DVD series) Professor of Theology and Religious Education at Boston 

College and Director of the Institute of Religious Education and Pastoral Ministry. Facilitator: Sister 

Jeanne Marie Vonder Haar, ASCJ, Director of Caritas Christi Center. Donation: $15 per session. To 

register please call 203-281-2569. www.caritaschristicenter.org 

 

Holly Berry Festival 

The annual Holly Berry Festival, a juried arts & crafts fair benefitting the Retirement Fund for the 

Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, will take place Fri. November 18 (3-8 pm) & Sat. November 19 (10 

am – 3 pm) at Sacred Heart Academy in Hamden. There is a baked ziti dinner on Friday from 5 – 7 pm 

($10 for adults and $5 for children 12 and under) and a food court on Saturday from 11 – 1. There are 

still some spots left for crafters. If you are interested in renting a space call 203-248-4225 ext. 406 for 

more information. 
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