
 
 

 

“Accreditation has been a stimulus for educational improvement”-Cameron Staples, NEASC 

President 

 

January 17, 2017 

Dear St. Rita Parents, 

As a school community we began the NEASC reaccreditation process in the Fall.  One of the first areas to 

be addressed was the review and updating of our school mission statement to ensure that it was easily 

understood by all our constituencies. After a number of drafts and input from the School Board and Fr. 

Sharkey,  we are happy to unveil the updated mission of St. Rita School. 

St. Rita School inspires students in grades Pre-Kindergarten through grade eight to achieve academic 

excellence in a safe, nurturing, and faith-filled Catholic environment. 

We prepare students to be morally responsible, innovative thinkers who, in today’s technology-guided 

global community, live and share the Love of Christ. 

Today in the “Tuesday Envelope” will be a letter from the NEASC steering committee asking for your 

input with the next phase of the reaccreditation process, gathering data from various constituencies.  A 

short survey has been set up to gather parent input.  Please take a few minutes to complete the on-line 

survey by following the Survey Monkey link in the letter.  The survey will be on-line from January 17-30. 

Pleases provide us with honest responses to enable us to plan for the future of St. Rita School. 

Thank you for your continued support and entrusting your child to our care.  Have a good week.   

 

God Bless, 

Mrs. Tiezzi 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cell Phones  
DID YOU KNOW? 

 

A study from the Pew Research Center reports that the average teen sends and receives 67 text messages per day. 

 
Lenhart, Amanda, Pew Research Center, April 2015, “Teen, Social Media and Technology Overview 2015” 

Be smartphone savvy 
The widespread use of smartphones helps users stay connected, but also raises privacy concerns.  
In recent years, cellphones have made a massive jump from handheld calling devices to essentially 
pocket computers and gaming systems. According to a 2015 study by the Pew Research Center, 
73% of teenagers ages 13 – 17 have access to a smartphone, while just under 30% cited having 
access to a basic cellphone. Ninety-four percent of “mobile teens” report going online daily, with 
nearly a quarter noting being online “almost constantly,” thanks in large part to the widespread use 
of smartphones and Wi-Fi connectivity.  
 
Texting reigns supreme 
Smartphone apps let teens go online, watch videos and game with friends, but teens most 
commonly use their phones to send and receive text messages. Pew research notes that teens 
reserve voice calls for their closest friends and prefer to use text messages for newer friends and 
acquaintances. The research also suggests that the omnipresence of smartphones helps strengthen 
friendships, with 62% of smartphone-owning teens reporting that texting allows them to keep in 
closer contact with close friends. Additionally, having internet access via a smartphone may help 
teens make and maintain new friendships, with 57% reporting having made new friends online. 
Technology is not without risks 
Of course, near constant connectivity also poses a unique set of risks. For example, cyberbullying is 
no longer restricted to the times when teens use computers. Smartphones give them the ability to go 
online at any time and to be notified whenever comments or updates are posted to sites and apps. 
This allows cyberbullying to follow teens wherever they go. Nearly one-third of teens report fighting 
with friends over incidents that started online or via text message. 
 
Another risk that has gained national attention is “sexting:” the use of cellphones to send and receive 
sexually explicit messages or images frequently referred to as “sexts.” The ubiquity of cellphones 
has given rise to sexting as a way for teens to explore their sexuality, though in some states 
exchanging these types of photos could constitute a crime. 
 
Additionally, as most smartphones have GPS technology which allows users’ locations to be 
pinpointed by apps and websites, users may unintentionally share their locations with the public. If 
teens’ photos have GPS location-tags or if teens “check-in” to restaurants, airports, new cities and 
the like, their friends and followers can see exactly where they are or have been. Each cellphone 
brand or model may have a different way to turn off location-tracking services. Check the settings on 
your teen’s phone or read its user manual for instructions on disabling GPS in specific apps.  
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

 

Please join us for our annual celebration of National Catholic Schools Week, beginning on Sunday, 

January 29.  The theme-“Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service”-highlights 

our focus on faith development, academic excellence, and dedication to community service. We’ve 

planned a variety of events to show how we are doing as a community at St. Rita School. 

Sunday, January 29-Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Parish 

Please join us for the 11:30 A.M. Mass at St. Rita Church.  Students are asked to wear their school 

uniforms to show their school pride.   

Monday, January 30-Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Community 

Breakfast and Open House at SRS for Prospective Families.  Please invite your friends, neighbors and co-

workers to attend our Open House for prospective parents beginning at 9:15.   

Tuesday, January 31-Faith, Knowledge, and Service: In Our Nation 

NJHS will be conducting a sock drive and students in all grades will work with their “buddies” to make 

Valentines for Veterans. 

Wednesday, February 1-Faith, Knowledge, and Service: In Our Students 

Students in grades K-8 will be taking a field trip to either Johnson Duckpins (K-3) or South Colony 

Bowling (4-8).  Students in PreK 3 & 4 will participate in an on-site bowling activity with Ms. Sharkey.  

Permission slips and details of the trips will be sent out shortly. 

Thursday, February 2-Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Faculty, Staff and Volunteers 

Students and teachers will work together on various S.T.E.M activities to promote an interdisciplinary 

approach to teaching/learning science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 

Friday, February 3-Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Families 

Parents are asked to join us at the 9:00 Mass (NJHS is in charge) followed by refreshments in the school 

gym and an opportunity to spend some time in your child’s classroom.  Open House begins after Mass for 

parents with children in PreK-Grade 8.    

I am grateful every day for the teachers, staff, board members, parents, volunteers who make our school a 

success.  National Catholic Schools Week is a good time to celebrate our students and thank so many 

people for their dedication and service to our school.  I hope you can join us for some of the events.  .   

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Anyone who has recently taken the Virtus training please send a copy of your Virtus certificate to 

Sr. Anne.  Thank you.   

  

Open House for prospective families will be held on Monday, January 30th  from 9:00am – 11:00am.   
Please invite your family and friends to visit and learn more about St. Rita School.  
Applications are now being accepted for grades Pre-K -8 for the 2017-2018 school year.  Please contact 

the school office for more information.   

Attention DADS: 

We are currently seeking father volunteers for our upcoming Open House. Monday January 30, 2017 

from 9am-11am. Please email Mrs. Civitello for more information.  Ccivitello.stritaschool@gmail.com 

BEFORE SCHOOL  

 

The Before School Program begins at 7:00 A.M. (This includes days with a delay due to inclement 

weather). Children will enter school using the gym doors. A fee of $4.00 is paid using the PayPal account 

set up on-line using the before and aftercare portal. This fee will be charged to any student who arrives 

prior to 8:00 AM. The fee for delayed opening days will be $12.00 as care is provided from 7:00 A.M. -

10:15 A.M.. 

 

AFTER CARE WILL BE AVAILABLE ON EARLY DISMISSAL DAYS until 5:30pm with the 

exception of those days that come before a holiday.  There will be after school available on parent teacher 

conference days, ( February 16
th
 and 17

th)
.  After Care hours half days, as noted in SRS handbook are until 

5:30pm.  Before and After Care questions should be directed to Mrs. Bathrick @ 475-331-0719 between 

the hours of 11:00am and 5:30pm.  

 

 
St Rita Library  **NEWS** 

  
Adopt – A- Book Event 

January 30th -February 3rd 2017 
  

St. Rita School invites you to purchase a new book for the library. Books can be purchased during  

 

Catholic School Week from January 30th - February 3
rd

 

 

    Books can be purchased for $15.00 or $20.00 and will be plated with a special dedication. A new book              

will be chosen for you. Upon request, a letter of acknowledgement will be sent to the person or family to whom the 

book is being dedicated. 

 

A few suggestions for special dedications: 
In Memory 

Happy Birthday 
Congratulations 

In honor 
Donated by 

Happy Graduation  
 

Please complete and return your Adopt- a –Book form to the office.  Please see attachment. 

mailto:Ccivitello.stritaschool@gmail.com


 

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

 

 
St. Rita School 60

th
 

Anniversary 
Liturgy, Luncheon 

April 2, 2016 
 

Yankee Candle Fundraiser 

 

The Yankee Candle catalog sale has ended and all orders with payment should have been returned to 

school.  Remember you may continue to place orders online until January 2017 and St. Rita School will 

earn money from those purchases.  Just follow the instructions on the sheet included with the catalog and 

contact your friends and family.  Thank you!  

 

Box Tops Competition 

Start saving your Box Tops, our annual Box Tops Competition has started!! 

Students can bring in Box Tops for the annual competition beginning on Tuesday, January 3rd through 

Wednesday, February 22nd. 

Please make sure the Box Tops are in a bag or envelope, and they MUST be labeled with 

the GRADE and HOMEROOM of the child.  This helps us to make sure the class gets the credit for the 

Box Tops. 

Classroom prizes will be awarded and will be announced at a later date.  For any questions, please contact 

Nicole Mele (nicolemele@att.net) 
 

 

Spirit Wear - All Spirit Wear items are on sale now and prices have been reduced in preparation for 

Catholic Schools week January 30th - February 3rd.  All items are in stock and will go home in a timely 

manner with your child.  Flyer and order form are attached to News and Notes and are also available on 

our school website.  Got Spirit? 
 

Father - Daughter Dance:  Volunteers Needed! 

We are seeking volunteers to make this year's Father-Daughter Dance the best one yet!!! 

If you are interested, we would love your help and creativity planning the dance which will take place 

on February 10th.  Please email Lena Sorenson at stellagirl627@snet.net to volunteer.  We will have a 

volunteer meeting on Saturday, January 21st at noon in the school gym.   

Please note the invitation to the dance will go home today in the white envelope.  Payment for the dance 

is now through Smart Tuition, however you will still need to RSVP so payment can be processed and for 

the photographer. 

We hope to see all our Dads & Daughters at the dance! 

Green T-Shirt Day   

On Friday, January 27th, anyone who purchased a green Anniversary T-Shirt may wear it either over their 

uniform or in place of the uniform shirt.  All other regular uniform items must be worn.  This is not a 

dress down day.  Thank you!  

mailto:nicolemele@att.net
mailto:stellagirl627@snet.net


 

No Uniform Today (N.U.T.) for January – Date Changed   

  

For those who purchased coupons, please note that for this month,  the N.U.T. date has been changed 

to Monday, Jan 23
rd

. 

  

Please don’t forget, the theme for this month is… 

Comfy Cozy Monday 
Roll out of bed and come dressed in your most comfortable sweats or PJ’s. You may wear pajama 

pants, a t-shirt or sweatshirt, a bathrobe over pajamas. Remember NOT to wear anything with 

skulls, zombies, or negative messages of any kind.   

  

 Regards,  HAS 

 

****************************************************************************** 
 

ARE YOU THE BEST FREE-THROW SHOOTER? 

The ST. RITA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS are sponsoring their   

2017 ANNUAL FREE-THROW CHAMPIONSHIP CONTEST 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 21ST 

 ST. RITA SCHOOL GYM  

(1601 WHITNEY AVENUE, HAMDEN) 

STARTING AT 9:00 AM 

OPEN TO BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 9 - 14  

(MUST BRING PROOF OF AGE TO PARTICIPATE) 

Winners in each age division  

will advance to district level competition.   It’s FREE!! 

Simply sign up at St. Rita School Gym the day of the contest.  

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE  

AND FINDING OUT WHO THE BEST OF THE BEST IS AT FOUL SHOOTING! 

GOT GAME? LET THE FUN BEGIN! 

Please email questions to Wayne Bruno at 

wbruno@creativefocusresources.com  

 

 

mailto:wbruno@creativefocusresources.com


 

Home and School Association Fund Raising Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

% Funded on 

Assessements % of Total 

78 Families 100% Funded 39%

10 Families 76-99% Funded 5%

20 Families 51-75% Funded 10%

25 Families 21-50% Funded 12%

9 Families 10-20% Funded 4%

60 Families 0-9% Funded 30%

41 Families Over funded 20%

YTD Total Contribution 31,527$    

Remaining Goal 83,473$    

Assessements Summary



 

Caritas Christi Center 

Book Club - Into the Heart of Mary: Imagining Her Scriptural Stories by Rea McDonnell, SSND   

Tuesday, January 17 - 9 Tuesdays through March 14: 9:30-11:30 am or 7:00-9:00 pm 

Using Ignatian meditation, the author invites readers to prayerfully ponder Marian passages from 

scripture and ancient tradition, helping them use their imaginations to meet Mary again for the first 

time. Facilitator: Sister Jeanne Marie.  Suggested donation: $50. Price doesn’t include the book. To 

register please call 203-281-2569. www.caritaschristicenter.org 

Film Study: Eddie the Eagle  

Wednesday, January 25 6:30-9:00 pm 

Based on the true story of Eddie Edwards (Taron Egerton), a plumber from Cheltenham who had dreams 

of making it to the 1988 Winter Olympics, as Great Britain’s first-ever Olympic ski jumper. Facilitator: 

Jim Pepitone, MA in Theology and Peace Studies and a certificate in Spiritual Direction. Suggested 

donation $10. To register please call 203-281-2569. www.caritaschristicenter.org 

What Makes us Catholic – In What Will We Invest? Risking the Leap of Faith 

Thursday, January 26, 7:00-9:00 pm  

This DVD series presented by Dr. Thomas Groome, PhD.  Each program reflects the conviction that 

Catholic faith is most effective when it forms people’s identity and shows how we respond to the great 

questions—the real issues of life. These programs offer opportunity for reflection and sharing. 

Facilitator: Sister Jeanne Marie Suggested donation: $15. To register please call 203-281-2569. 

www.caritaschristicenter.org 

Kids Night Out   

Friday, January 27, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 

Drop off the kids and enjoy an evening out! A safe evening out which will provide pizza, movie, crafts, 

snacks and fun for the kids. Bring a pillow and a sleeping bag! Facilitator: Sister Jeanne Marie Donation: 

$15 per child, $35 for families of 3 or more children. To register please call 203-281-2569. 

www.caritaschristicenter.org 

Seven Stages of Centering Prayer  

Saturday, January 28, 9:30 am - 3:30pm (Registration 9:30 to 9:50am) 

Seven Stages of Centering Prayer - an exploration of the seven stages in centering prayer:  silence, 

solitude, solidarity, service, stillness and surrender, which disposes us toward ever-deepening self-

surrender--the essence of Centering Prayer. Bring your own lunch. Beverages provided.  Facilitator 

Therese Saulnier, Coordinator, Contemplative Outreach of New Jersey. Bring your Centering Prayer 

experience helpful. Donation: $35. To register please call 203-281-2569. www.caritaschristicenter.org 

http://www.caritaschristicenter.org/
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