
It doesn’t have to be 

monumental - help 

someone carry their 

packages, give a smile of 

encouragement to a 

mother struggling with a 

cranky child, or give a 

listening ear to someone 

who just wants to talk. 

We’ve been following a 

theme this Advent sea-

son titled “The Simplicity 

of Christmas.”  It will all 

culminate on Christmas 

Eve during our candle-

light services here at 

Grace.  As you seek to 

find balance during this 

hectic time, make the 

opportunity to come and 

focus on the simple truth 

of Christmas - God’s gift 

of Grace to us through 

His precious Son. 

Blessings!  Kelly Jenks 

December is quite possi-

bly the busiest month of 

the year, especially for 

those who work in 

church ministry.  We 

scurry from event to 

event, cook, clean, shop, 

wrap, and a host of other 

holiday activities.  It’s 

exhausting just to think 

about.   

In the midst of all this 

hustle and bustle, we all 

are prone to losing our 

focus on why we bother 

with it all.  The birth of 

Jesus, His ministry while 

on earth, and His death 

on the cross and resur-

rection at times get lost 

in the shuffle. 

I don’t think that all the 

holiday trappings are 

bad.  In fact, if they’re 

done with God’s ultimate 

gift to us in mind, they 

can help us celebrate 

this most blessed of oc-

casions. 

But how do we do that 

when we are so busy we 

can’t fit one more thing 

into our schedules?  I 

don’t really have a good 

answer, as I am a prime 

example of those who 

find themselves stress-

ing out over the course 

of the month.  But there 

are two things that work 

for me.  One is to just 

take a moment to shut 

out the distractions - 

pray, listen to music, 

read Isaiah or Luke.  It 

only takes a few min-

utes, and afterwards I 

feel much better.  The 

second thing is to seek 

out a way to do some-

thing for someone else.  
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What’s Happening at Your School 

 

The following article, written by Jessica Harbin, appeared on the website, Community 

Journal. 

 

“He was one of Grace Lutheran’s meekest students—far too reserved to have his name 

mentioned in print. Two years ago, when Levana James asked him to audition for the 

school’s Christmas service, he gave her a bashful shake of the head and declined. It was 

Levana’s first year at Grace Lutheran, so she didn’t push it. The next year the same thing 

happened. When the time rolled around for the now third grader to audition for this 

year’s Christmas program, something changed. He was still the mild-mannered child 

Levana knew from class, but this time he stepped up to audition for a solo. Not only did 

he audition, he was one of the first to volunteer to sing in front of his class. 

 

“Then, in a beautiful voice that Levana hadn’t heard before, the boy sang, “Crown Him 

with many crowns, the Lamb upon the throne.” 

 

“It took three years to build up his confidence to stand in front of his class, but it’s one of 

those life lessons that will carry him through high school and college and into the board-

rooms for business presentations. 

 

“That’s the goal at Grace Lutheran. Although Levana hopes to spark a love of music in all 

her students, it’s the life lessons on character, confidence and faith she really wants 

them take when they leave her classroom. 

 

“Grace Lutheran Principal Josh Swartz recognizes her talent for both music and teaching. 

 

“’She empowers and encourages the students to own it,” Josh said. “Basically, getting at 

the heart of ‘How do you see us sharing the Gospel with others through your music?’” 

 

“Levana was recruited to Grace Lutheran from Florida three years ago after the school 

called her to come lead their music classes. Her background is impressive—Levana plays 

so many instruments she can’t even remember them all. At one point in her curriculum, 

she takes students through the symbolism in a piece of music from a contemporary com-

poser. She knows what the musician was thinking because she worked with him while he 

was creating it. 

 

“She’s spent her time in Huntsville building her budding program with citywide success. 

The school was named Best of Huntsville’s 2016 winner for places of worship—a total 

surprise for Levana. 

 

“’We’ve started incorporating different things with the worship here,” Levana said. “We 

have a variety of styles with contemporary and traditional worship. We have been able to 

implement technology in our worship services, so we use video and screens.’” 

 

Getting Everyone Involved 

 

“It’s Grace Lutheran’s student-led worship service that is getting recognition. Levana 

teaches everyone from Pre-K through high school at Grace Lutheran. That means she’s 

responsible for everything from “Jesus Loves Me” to Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy.” The mid-

dle and high school praise team leads Wednesday morning worship services for the 

school, and Levana has found a way to get everyone involved by letting the praise team 

choose the music they play for the service. 
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“’When it’s meaningful to them, it makes it more meaningful to the people they are 

leading,’” Levana said. 

 

“Training teenagers to be leaders isn’t an easy task, but Levana knows they set a strong 

example for the little ones. 

 

Christ-Centered Education 

 

“Notes and chords are just part of what Levana teaches. Every lesson, every class 

taught at Grace Lutheran is Christ-centered—from sports and music to math and read-

ing. 

 

“She teaches them music history as well as technique, describing how composers in the 

Dark Ages used music to express their faith since they weren’t allowed to speak freely 

on certain topics. 

 

“’Music history has also affected our chord progressions today,’” Levana said. ‘So, how 

you bring that in is by using that and how people are affected by their faith and how they 

share their faith from their music…It helps us to look into why a piece was written.’” 

 

The Ultimate Gift 

 

“Josh Swartz references an impassioned speech that Levana gave at a recent faculty 

meeting, but says you almost have to hear it in person to hear just how much Levana 

cares about this part of music education. 

 

“Every year the school puts on an advent program to mark the beginning of the Christ-

mas season. However, instead of focusing exclusively on the birth of Jesus, the advent 

service at Grace Lutheran takes it one step further. 

 

“’The ultimate gift wasn’t just His birth,” Levana said. ‘The ultimate gift was also His 

death and resurrection and the taking of our sins on His shoulders.’” 

 

 

‘Levana compares this year’s advent service to Handel’s “Messiah” because it is a body 

of work that moves listeners from the birth of Jesus to His death and resurrection. 

 

“The advent service, titled “The Ultimate Gift,” is open to the community and will include 

liturgical dancing, a nativity reenactment, and music from the Grace Lutheran students. 

It will be at the church on December 7 at 6:30 p.m. with a pre-show at 6:20 p.m.” 
 

Article by: Jessica Harbin 

 

Empowering students through opportunity and excellence! Just a sample of the heart 

and soul of the school. Together, we can build a brighter future, we do that by investing 

in that future. Imagine a completed upstairs and a larger student body boldly becoming 

men and women of light in a dark world. Daring to dream, so please dream with me. 

 

 

Serving His Kingdom, 

     Joshua Swartz, Principal 
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Dear Family of Grace, 

 

We are now into the Season of Advent where we have so many ministry and outreach 

opportunities presented for us to participate in and to step up and be involved in.  

Special worship services such as our special Advent service led by the school, and our 

service led by the Celebration Choir.  Our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services 

where we look at the gift of Jesus and worship Him for his great love and grace.  Out-

reach opportunities where we can use our God given gifts to reach others in need ei-

ther physically or emotionally are also available in many different places.  Through all 

of this the one message remains… The message of the Christ Child, the message of a 

King.  Not just the message that He was born, but the message of His life, His death, 

and His resurrection.  We have the calling given by Jesus as Christians to spread this 

message so that all may know His name.  Let us use our gifts to share His love 

through this season. 

 

Here are a few Hymns and Songs to help celebrate the coming of Christ. 

Angels from the Realms of Glory w/ Angels We Have Heard on High 

By the Piano Guys 

 

Noel 

Lauren Daigle 

 

He Shall Reign Forevermore 

Chris Tomlin 

 

As well as all of those traditional favorites such as O Come all Ye Faithful, Silent Night, 

O Holy Night, On This Day Earth Shall Ring, Good Christian Friends Rejoice, and Once 

in Royal David’s City. 

 

I encourage all of you to take the time to use these songs or other Christmas carols in 

your devotions and meditations as well as our outreach this season. 

 

In the Service of Christ, 

 
Levana James 
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It is good to take an assessment as we by God’s grace conclude another calendar 

year.  Fellowship and service are vital to a church being healthy and vibrant.  Of 

course, it begins as persons are involved in reading and studying God’s Word.  This is 

a good time to search out a Bible reading program for 2017. 

   

Grace Lutheran continues to be blessed with a fair number of guests that worship 

with us.  Fellowship with our guests and helping them to know persons and getting 

them to the different places on campus requires the help of many.  I am thankful to 

the many persons involved through serving as greeters, welcome center hosts, ush-

ers, and acolytes.  However, we cannot leave it to others.  It is great when each per-

son in the pew pays attention to those seated in your area.  If you do not know them, 

take time to greet them and get to know the other person’s life story.  If the person is 

a guest, make sure to introduce them to the Welcome Center host.  Follow-up is made 

easier when we have contact information – name and e-mail address are a great 

start. 

 

Please consider volunteering to serve in one of the following ways by contacting the 

coordinator: 

 

 8:00 A.M. Greeter – Sandy Robinson 

 10:45 A.M. Greeter – Gene Menzel 

 8:00 A.M. Usher – Steve Rice 

 10:45 A.M. Usher – Norma Palmer 

 8:00 A.M. & 10: 45 A.M. Welcome Center Hosts – Gene Menzel 

 

I pray that you will be blessed as you reach out and connect with fellow members and 

guests. 

 

Be connected through involvement in at least one group!  Explore a connection group, 

small group, or adult Bible study!  We grow in care for each other as we are connected 

in worship and in a group activity.  How about a quarterly special outreach project by 

adult Bible classes and small group ministries?  Also, think about how you can build 

connections with neighbors through a special neighborhood activity. The goal of Be 

The Church is to have us pay attention to our neighbor and how we can respond to 

help.  Persons today want to be connected with a church that is authentic and real in 

care and building relationships. 

 

If you are interested in attending a Discovering Grace class, please communicate your 

interest to Gene Menzel at gene.menzel@gls-hsv.org or by contacting the church of-

fice.  We anticipate starting a new Discovering Grace class on Sunday, January 8 

(9:35 – 10:30 a.m.).  Also, help to guide guests to the Welcome Center hosts and be 

open to walking with them to other venues (meet & greet, adult Bible class, etc.) 

 

Engaging persons in groups is essential to build strong friendships and care!  May we 

each grow in being passionate in our witness and outreach as we see lives trans-

formed through Jesus!  Is God placing a dream for a new outreach ministry on your 

heart?  If so, please get in touch with me as we desire to have persons at Grace Lu-

theran to be dreamers about what we can do to share the Good News of Jesus with 

others! 

 

Gene Menzel 

Director of Missions & Outreach 
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ESL Ministry @ Grace Lutheran Church 

Report on English Class Session - October 4 to November 10, 2016 

 

Estimated number of people served: 

Average student attendance:  20 

Number of different students:  30 

Average number of children:   15 

Number of different children:  20-25 

Number of teachers involved per session: 3-4 

Number of different teachers:  5 

Average child care supervisors:  2 

Number of different child care supervisors:  5 

Food preparers/servers per session:   1 

Number of different food preparers/servers: 2 

Average participation per session: 38 persons (teachers, food server, child care, stu-

dents and children) 

Peak participation per class:  44 

 

Teaching is divided into three classes: 

Beginner: basic words and phrases, pronunciation, language concepts, simple conver-

sation 

Intermediate: grammar, spelling, pronunciation, some reading, more complex lan-

guage fundamentals 

Advanced: pronunciation, reading, writing, grammar.  We use chapters from the Bible 

for most 

teaching 

 

Witness / Evangelism progress: 

We now have 3 adults with four children as members.  Additionally, one student is a 

regular service visitor and 3 (in addition to the 3 members) are adult Bible school at-

tendees.  Other class members have become members of other churches.  5 students 

enrolled at Grace Lutheran School.  We supported the formation of a Hispanic congre-

gation that serves about 50 people.  This session included 5 Muslim attendees (3 

students + 2 adult daughters who are English proficient) in our beginner class:  3 

were regular attendees.  We are involved in the relationship building phase. 

 

Current Ministry Needs: (call Kleone Nelson at 256-534-2483; email:  phi-

landkleone@comcast.net) 

 Additional food prep / servers / clean up.  The next session starting in January 

will be short a meal provider each week.  It could be the current volunteer could pre-

pare the meal but we need a volunteer on Thursdays to help serve the meal and clean

-up.  Meal provider supplies a light meal for 30-40 persons.  The light meal is served 

at 6:15 p.m.  The meal provider coordinates the light meal along with serving utensils 

(plates, cups, napkins, & forks).  To learn more about this service opportunity, talk to 

Sheila Sierk or Becky Heffelfinger. 

Need teachers available on both Tuesday and Thursday evenings for a six week pe-

riod at a time.  Need substitute teachers for Thursday evenings, as needed.  No ex-

perience necessary. 

 

Special thanks to the faithful servants making this ministry possible! 

Next ESL Quarter session is from January 3 to February 9, 2017 
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ARE YOU CONNECTED? 

 

Connection Groups (formerly called interest groups) are a means of “building bridges” 

to connect with others (unchurched or dechurched) in your neighborhood or our com-

munity. It’s about building a group around a similar interest (hobby, craft, fun activity, 

sport, or just about anything else under the sun). The goal is to help connect persons 

to Christ, the church, and the community. Dream the possibilities and then explore 

the opportunity to set up a group that meets at least on a bi-weekly basis. Of course, 

you can choose to take breaks in the schedule as needed for holidays/summer vaca-

tion, etc. Grace Lutheran’s vision is to grow in being passionate servants. Organizing 

or leading a connection group is a means of being a passionate servant. Have you 

ever thought that you can be instrumental in connecting others around interests as a 

means of serving God? 

 

Want to start your own group? Contact Kathryn Bradshaw (kefbradshaw@aol.com or 

256-603-3331). If not, you are encouraged to consider joining an existing group. 

 

Here is a listing of the current Connection Groups: 

 

The Christian Book Club meets in the church library at 10 a.m. on the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month. Our next meeting will be on December 14th, and we will be discussing 

A Chance to Die: The Life and Legacy of Amy Carmichael by Elisabeth Elliot. The next 

reading selection is Operation Christmas Child by Franklin Graham. Contact: Millie 

Sallo (msallo@comcast.net or 256-880-1128). 

 

Can't come to the Book Club? Books from our reading selections are also 

available in the church library. When you enter the library, go to the book-

case on the opposite wall (between the windows on the left). There is a sign 

indicating that these are Book Club books. Feel free to check them out! 

 

The Grace Scrapbookers and Crafters is for anyone interested in scrapbooking or 

crafting. For more information, please contact Karen Tomkovich at 256-881-0552 or 

256-652-7452. 

 

The Sew 'n Sews are once again meeting every Monday, church choir room from 1-3 

pm. We are working on a crochet Christmas project for children. Others in the group 

are beginning to prepare clean, used plastic grocery bags for crocheting into awe-

some floor mats for folks in need. We are asking the congregation to save their bags 

and bring them to the bin under the table outside of the Finance office. We welcome 

all to come help with any of these projects!  Contacts: (Lead) Claudia Harley 

(mekemadee4@comcast.net) or Norma Palmer (tpalmer385@yahoo.com). 

 

A Pint-Sized Bible Study meets at The Nook (3305 Bob Wallace Avenue) every Mon-

day evening at 7 p.m. Join us for Bible study! On Facebook, search "A Pint Sized Bible 

Study" for more up-to-date information. Contact: Pam Lowe – pam-

lynn.lowe@gmail.com.  
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Discovering Grace   

If you’re looking for a new church home, would like to discover the distinc-

tive philosophy that makes Grace Lutheran Church an exciting and alive 

community of believers, or just want to refresh your knowledge about the 

Christian faith then join us.  This is a twelve week course that meets each 

Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour.  Please contact the 

Church Office for more information. 

Will meet in the Haag Church Library.   

 

The Story – Getting to the Heart of God’s Story  

The Story of the Bible demonstrates the unfolding progression of Bible 

characters and events from Genesis to Revelation.   Our story, the Lower 

story, is actually the many stories of men and women interacting with God 

in the daily course of life.  Sometimes we get so mired in the Lower story 

that we fail to recognize God’s presence breaking into our world.  God’s 

story, the Upper story, is the tale of His great overarching purpose that fits 

all the individual stories together like panels in one unified mural.  God is 

real, He is present, and He is working on our behalf.  Experience the joy 

that comes as you align your story with God’s. 

Meeting in the 5th grade classroom.  Leader: Kenny Ols 

 

 “Heaven without the slightest contribution on our part.”  (Martin Luther) 

 People in the early 16th century looked to the Roman Church for direc-

tion, comfort, and assurance in their struggles to cope with the fears of 

death and a judgment to Hell. The primary and outstanding achievement 

of Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation was the restoration of 

the Word of God to its place of authority in the church and Christian life. 

We will study the history of the Christian Church from Apostolic times to 

the 17th century, keeping in mind that “the faith that really makes a per-

son a Christian is not merely information that adds to his stock of knowl-

edge; it is a conviction that touches the very center of his/her being.”  We 

will use the writings of Luther and Holy Scripture as a basis for strength-

ening our personal faith in Christ as Lord and Savior.  This class incorpo-

rates a great deal of new material from the last time it was taught. 

Meeting in the 6th grade classroom.  Leader:  Bob Wank 

 

Foundations of Freedom 

Join historian David Barton and special guests Rick Green, Dr. Carol 

Swain and others as they explore the America our Founding Fathers envi-

sioned.  What if America’s story is bolder, more colorful, and more com-

pelling than you ever imagined?  This video series looks at the Biblical 

Foundations of Freedom including economics, competition, manners, ci-

vility, science, integrity, and many other topics.  With Barton’s unique way 
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of making the Founding Era come to life with actual books and pam-

phlets, you’ll have a greater understanding of how important the Bible 

was then and needs to be now. 

Meeting in the 7th Grade Room.  Leader: Rita Lange 

 

The Life and Teaching of St. Paul 

Jesus said of Saul/Paul at his Damascus road conversion, “This man is 

my chosen instrument to carry my name before Gentiles and kings”.  Who 

was Saul/Paul?  From Stephen’s stoning (Acts 7) he often admitted his 

intense hateful vengeance to destroy the church and to persecute to the 

death any follower of the Way. Saul/Paul was proud to boast that he was 

a blue blood “Hebrew of Hebrews” – legalistic and righteous beyond a 

fault. Yet when Jesus confronted Saul/Paul three years following his 

Easter resurrection and proclaimed: “Saul, Saul, I am Jesus whom you are 

persecuting”, the apostle’s life totally changed. His life’s passion now cen-

tered not on obedience to the Law as a self-righteous Pharisee but to 

know Christ as the “least of the apostles”.  In our scriptural discussion we 

shall study Paul’s life and teaching from the Book of Acts and several of 

his NT letters; we will follow his missionary journeys. Bring your Bibles!  

Meeting in the 8th grade classroom.  Leader:  Pat Carlson 

 

Genesis, geared for non-English Native Speakers 

This study, currently going through Genesis, is a basic Bible study.  Being 

geared towards those whose native language is not English, about 30 

percent of the class covers the pronunciation and definitions of the words 

used in each chapter.  This is followed by Bible reading and discussion of 

the topics related to the current chapter.  Key Christian concepts of God's 

creation, His supremacy, grace and love, as well as our individual sin na-

ture and need for salvation are emphasized throughout.  The uniqueness 

of and truth of Christianity, along with salvation by grace through faith are 

additional key concepts highlighted through scripture.  The course is 

available to anyone who is interested in basic Bible study, with the under-

standing that language skill & understanding development is a compo-

nent of the class. 

Meeting in the Spanish Classroom.  Leader: Dennis Sierk 

 

Young Adult Bible Class:  In the Beginning, God: Creation from God’s Per-

spective  

Dr. Heck presents a theological defense of young earth creationism 

through a straightforward reading of the first chapter of Genesis as narra-

tive history.  Much has been written on the creation from the scientific 

view, but little has attempted to explain the text of Genesis 1. A failure to 

read Genesis 1 as narrative history almost always comes as a result of 
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the reader bringing presuppositions on the assured results of science. 

The first chapter of Genesis must be taken as historical fact! 

Meeting at Panera Bread Co. at 9:30.  Leaders:  Laura and Cameron 

Muelling 

 

High School Bible Class: Living My Faith Every Day 

How does the Bible apply to my everyday life?  How do I live my faith every 

day?  How is God with me helping me to deal with whatever happens 

around me?  Join us to share and learn. 

Meeting in the Youth Room.  Leader: Tommy Presley 

 

Faith Journey for confirmands 

Faith Journey confirmation instruction for middle school students, 6th, 7th, 

or 8th grades is a time to explore your faith, grow in God’s love, develop 

relationships, and evaluate your commitment to living a life of Christian 

discipleship.  If you have any questions or want more information about 

Faith Journey, please contact the church office.  Please note that you do 

not need to be a member of Grace Lutheran to attend Faith Journey.   

Meeting in the 4th Grade Room.  Leaders: Mark Nelson and Elizabeth 

Lange, (Jack Tomkovich assisting) 

 

Sunday School 

2-year old Sunday School meets in Room 129 of the Child Development 

Center with Lorna Menzel and Katie Hayden teaching.  Children who have 

turned two by August 31 are welcome to join. 

The 3 year olds through Pre-Kindergarten  meets in Room 100 and is led 

by Nancy Rice and Mandy Davis.  Their age appropriate Bible lessons are 

“God made people”, “Moses and God’s people”, “Joshua and God’s peo-

ple.” 

The Kindergarten through 4th grades meets in the Assembly Room.  Their 

teachers are Craig and Marion Camealy, Elise Fulda, Rebecca Armstrong, 

and Karen Tomkovich.  Their topics will include: Twelve Spies in Canaan, 

Entering the Promised Land, Fall of Jericho, Deborah, Gideon, Samson, 

Ruth, Samuel, Saul becomes King, David and Goliath, David and Jona-

than, David becomes King, God forgives David. 

The 5th graders meet in the School Library with Pam Ols as their teacher, 

and Kelly Jenks assisting.  They will begin the Confirmation Curriculum 

with a Survey of the Bible. 
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Weekday Bible Classes: 

 
Young Adults: Pint-Sized Bible Class 

Meeting on Mondays at 7:00 PM at the Nook (3305 Bob Wallace Ave-

nue).   

Find our group on Facebook, “A Pint Sized Bible Study” 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/178180318860551 
 

Monday Afternoon Bible Class meets at 1:00 PM in the church library.  

Our study, “Majoring in the Minors“, focuses on the 12 Minor Prophets of 

the Old Testament time.  Contact Millie Sallo (256-880-1128) if you have 

any questions.   

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Class meets at 9:30 in the church library with the 

Bible study, “Living a Chocolate Life”, by Deb Burma.  Please contact 

Karen Crout (crout@juno.com), phone: 256-652-1482 or Norma Palmer 

(tpalmer385@yahoo.com), phone: 256-653-8349 if you have any questions 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Class meets at 9:30 at Sina Andrew’s home on 

the 2nd and 4th Thursdays.  We are studying a Ray Vander Laan series 

which shares how the believers in the early church displayed passion and 

commitment as they claimed Jesus in the face of fierce consequences 

and powerful adversaries.  Contact Sina Andrews (256-461-9384) if you 

have any questions about the class. 
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Call Process Continues 

The Call Committee has 

resumed its Constitu-

tional responsibilities to 

provide recommenda-

tions to the Board of 

Directors (BOD) and the 

Congregation to fill the 

vacancy in the office of 

Grace Lutheran pastor.  

Currently, there are four 

pastors on our Call List.  

However, the congrega-

tion can vote to remove 

Pastor Snow (accepted 

call to his current con-

gregation as senior pas-

tor) and Past Bueltmann 

(declined our call) from 

the call list if desired.  

That leaves Pastor 

Whitby and Pastor An-

drada as viable pastoral 

candidates on our call 

list.  As part of our Con-

stitutional responsibili-

ties the Call Committee 

is continuing to evaluate 

and interview potential 

candidates, as approved 

by Pastor Schultz, 

Southern District Presi-

dent.    At this time the 

Call Committee has not 

made any decision on 

whether to recommend 

to the BOD any addi-

tional recently identified 

new pastoral candidates 

or any other pastor that 

we previously inter-

viewed during the first 

interview period.  We 

are scheduled to brief 

the BOD on our recom-

mendations (if any) on 

December 13th.  The 

BOD may then provide 

additional direction to 

the Call Committee or 

call a voters’ meeting at 

which time the congre-

gation will have the 

opportunity to decide 

what it wishes to do 

regarding making a call.  

As per the Constitution 

the Call Committee 

shall present its recom-

mendations to the con-

gregation at least one 

week prior to a vote to 

extend a call.  If you 

have any questions on 

the Call Committee ac-

tions, please let me 

know.  Thanks.  Bob 

Wank 

Grace Lutheran Sew & Sews Hard at Work 

The Sew and Sews are 

hard at work.  One of 

the Sew and Sew mis-

sion projects for next 

year is preparing and 

crocheting plastic floor 

mats.  We are asking the 

congregation to save 

their plastic grocery 

bags and bring them to 

the bin under the table 

outside of the Finance 

office.  We meet every 

Monday in the church 

choir room from 1:00 - 

3:00 PM and we wel-

come all to come help 

with our projects!  Lead: 

Claudia Harley, meke-

madee4@comcast.net & 

N o r m a  P a l m e r ,  

tpalmer385@yahoo.co

m.  This past year, we 

have made hand pup-

pets for CDC, fall table 

favors for LOG, fleece 

lap blankets for Veter-

ans and Meals on 

Wheels and crocheted 

candy cane holders for 

the GLS PreK-8th grade 

and Sunday school chil-

dren.  To God be the 

Glory. 

Your Generosity Makes a Difference 

Thanks to the donors at 

the  December  4 

LifeSouth Blood Drive.  

We had 16 donors, the 

highest number since 

September 2015.  The 

next drive will be in 

March and I’d love to 

surpass this number.  

Remember that each 

unit donated can save 

up to 3 lives.  Thanks!  

Sabina Wank 
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New Discovering Grace Class to Begin 

The next class will start 

on January 8 during the 

Sunday School hour 

(9:35 – 10:30 a.m.).  If 

you are interested in 

learning more about the 

confessions/teachings of 

the Lutheran Church 

and the mission/ministry 

of Grace Lutheran, you 

are invited to attend 

this class.  If you desire 

to attend the class, please 

communicate your inter-

est to Gene Menzel at     

g e n e . m e n z e l @ g l s -

hsv.org.  

Contact the Church Office to Reserve Space 

FACILITY USE - To 

avoid scheduling con-

flicts, if you are inter-

ested in using Grace 

Lutheran Ministries’ re-

sources, such as rooms 

or vehicles, you should 

contact the church office 

at 256-881-0552 or sec-

retary@gracelutheran-

hsv.org to reserve the 

space.   

Help Need to Continue Ministry 

As most of you know, 

our “Small Group”  has 

been doing a Worship 

Service at Harbor 

Chase, the first Sunday 

of each month, for the 

past 10 years.  This past 

Sunday was our last 

Service.  What a won-

derful local outreach 

program.   It has been 

such a blessing to us,  as 

well as our new found 

friends at Harbor Chase.  

However, it is time for 

us to bow out gra-

ciously and pass the 

baton.  Is there any 

“Small Group” or 

Group of people that 

would like to pick up 

the baton?  I will be 

happy to assist in any 

way possible and 

I  have talked to the 

people at Harbor Chase 

about this.  Please let 

me know if you are in-

terested and give me a 

call. God’s blessings. 

Love in Christ,   Pam 

Stieglitz 256-533-3444 
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                 8:00 AM                       10:45 AM 

 

    

ELDERS FOR MONTH  BOB WANK    GENE SATTERFIELD 

 

 

USHERS FOR MONTH  ROBERT VIGIL, DICK HENLEY &  AL & JOYCE KNITTEL 

    BRIAN STEEVE         

   

GREETERS 

DEC 4    ALFREDO & ROSA MENDOZA  SARA BRATZ & ED HOOVER 

DEC 11    FRANK & CAROL CHILDS   JOHN ROTH & JIM ECKARDT 

DEC 18    SANDY & BILL ROBINSON   MAIRLYN & ANDREA JOHNSON 

DEC 25    CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

 

WELCOM CENTER HOSTS 

DEC 4    DAN & KAREN DAVIDSON   MICHAEL BEUTEL 

DEC 11    HARVEY LANGE    MICHAEL BEUTEL 

DEC 18    ROBERT & SHIRLEY VIGIL   MICHAEL BEUTEL 

DEC 25    WES & ESSIE MCELVEEN     

 

 

ACOLYTES 

DEC 4    ETHAN ZECHER & LAUREN PRESLEY 

DEC 18    SARAI MENDOZA & LAUREN BOHON 

DEC 18    VICTORIAN WILLIAMS & JULIANNA WILLIAMS 

DEC 25    CALLUM BEUTEL & MICHAEL HOLLINGS  

 

 

SOUND & VIDEO OPERATORS/ 

PROJECTIONIST 

DEC 4    KARSTEN LOWE    JEFF HOLLINGS 

DEC 11    HARVEY LANGE    BRIAN STEEVE 

DEC 18    BILL MCFERRIN    KEN OLS 

DEC 25    DAVID ZECHER    ANDY KING  
 
 
 
 
 



STAFF 
 

Pastor ................................................ (Vacant) 

Principal ............................................ Josh Swartz 

Facilities Manager ............................ Jack Hengel 

Business Manager ............................ Tabby Jagger 

Director of Worship ........................... Levana James 

Office Manager ................................. Kelly Jenks 

Assistant Dir. of Family Ministry ....... Pam Lowe 

CDC Director. .................................... Stephanie McFarlen 

Director of Outreach ......................... Gene Menzel 

Events Coordinator ........................... Tom Naatz 

Director of Family Ministry ............... Tommy Presley 
 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chair ................................................... Ron Olsen 

Vice Chair ........................................... Brian Steeve 

Financial/Secretary ........................... Doug Patz 

Member at Large ............................... Norma Palmer 

Member at Large ............................... John Roth 

Member at Large ............................... Ken Royston 

Member at Large ............................... Mark Scott 

STAFF & LAY LEADERSHIP 

3321 South Memorial Parkway 

Huntsville, AL  35801 

Phone: 256-881-0552 

Fax: 256-881-0563 

E-mail: glc1@hiwaay.net 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

Sundays  

8:00 AM 

 Blended Worship - 1st & 2nd Sundays of the Month 

 Traditional Worship - 3rd & 4th Sundays of the Month 

 

0:45 AM 
 Contemporary Worship 

 

Communion 

 1st & 3rd Sundays 8:00 AM 

 2nd & 4th Sundays 10:45 AM 

Grace Lutheran Church & School 

Check Us Out Online! 

www.gracelutheran-hsv.org 

ELDERS MINISTRY TEAM 

Mike Banzhoff 

Dick Bradshaw 

Craig Camealy 

Jason Cuny 

Mike Huhlein 

Dexter McClure 

Scott Miller 

Gene Satterfield 

Dick Stewart 

Bob Wank 


