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Children in Ajo are fortunate to have two opportunities for a pre-kindergarten 

educational experience.  Those experiences are Head Start and the Ajo School 

Preschool.  The Head Start program is operated under the direction of the 

Parent/Child Centers in Tucson, Arizona.  Their affiliation with the Ajo Schools is 

primarily their location on the school campus and collaboration between Ajo teachers 

and Head Start teachers.  Ajo Schools Preschool is sponsored by a grant from Quality 

First/First Things First.  

 

According to Superintendent Dooley, Ms. Rona Cotay will be the teacher/director of 

the Ajo Schools Preschool Program.  Ms. Cotay has previously taught special 

education and kindergarten since coming to the district in 2011. According to Dr. 

Dooley, the administration is looking forward to seeing the expertise Ms. Cotay will 

bring to the preschool program. 

 

Ms. Cotay has started preparing for students’ entrance into the program.  According 

to her, this is a big step for students who are 3 or 4 years old.  The program will start 

with partial day programming to help students acclimate to being in the school 

setting. 



 

Ms. Cotay added that there are two ways for children to gain entrance into the First 

Things First preschool program.  Students can attend on a scholarship program.  This 

program is based upon family income levels.  The second way for children to enter 

the First Things First program would be via a tuition plan.  There are 2 vacancies in 

each of these categories at this time.  Parents who have children ages 3 or 4 can call 

the school office (520)387-7601 or the district office (520)387-5618 for scholarship 

application information.  According to Superintendent Robert Dooley, the tuition is 

quite reasonable considering the cost of child care.  He vouched for the quality of the 

program stating that if his granddaughter lived in Ajo, he would be comfortable 

placing her into this program. 

 


