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Ajo High School Graduation  Class of 2020 
 

The closure of all K–12 schools in Arizona has created frustration for students, school staff, and families 

across the state.  Online instruction or the receipt of packets of work without teacher face to face 

explanation is different for most of our students. 

 

In addition to the change in classwork and instruction, Superintendent Dr. Bob Dooley said, “There is a 

sense of loss for many students.” He added, “Students miss teachers’ support and the social aspects that 

a school setting provides.  All students feel this, but those in the later years of high school, realize that 

many of the traditions that other high school classes enjoyed, are not available to them,” Dr. Dooley 

explained.  “High school graduation is a significant milestone in young persons’ lives,” Dr. Dooley said, 

and “The class of 2020 feels that the loss of this celebration has exacerbated their loss of the last 7 

weeks of the traditional school year in the Ajo Unified School District.” 

 

“I am always hesitant to promise things when I do not have total control of the events,” Dr. Dooley 

explained, “So I am not promising, but we are planning to have a high school commencement for the 

graduates in the Ajo class of 2020.”  He elaborated, ”We are an agency of the State of Arizona therefore 

it is imperative that we abide by the directions of the Governor, the State of Arizona Legislature, and the 

State Board of Education.  If for some reason the health of our citizens caused one of those state political 

entities to forbid high school graduations, Ajo would not be able to circumvent that directive,” Dr. 

Dooley stated.  He added, “I do not expect that there will be a prohibition of modified ceremonies.  The 

safety and health of our students is paramount to us in the Ajo Unified School District,” Dr. Dooley 

emphasized.  

 

When asked about details of any 2020 high school graduation, Dr. Dooley said, ”It will look different 

than any previous year in my career.  As a nation, we have not faced a health challenge of this nature for 

some time,” he replied, “So it is natural that the ceremony this year will be unique.  We will keep 

students and families informed as soon as we have more information regarding the closure of schools,” 

Dooley emphasized. “I hope to be able to do a form of the high school graduation ceremony by early 

June 2020,” Dr. Dooley said. 

 


