
Connections 
February 2020 

Did you know that the first grade stu-
dents at Robles Elementary School are 
WORLD TRAVELERS?  This past 
December, first grade scholars spent a 
week traveling to different places 
across the globe to explore the culture 
and traditions that other countries par-
take in to celebrate Christmas.  
 
This adventure started on December 
16, 2019 when students made their 
very own “suitcase” to prepare for 
their journeys.   These suitcases held 
highly important documents ~ airline 
tickets and travel brochures to each 
exciting location, student passports, 
and world maps (students colored in 
each country on their map as they vis-
ited them).  After suitcase and docu-
ment preparation was complete, stu-
dents “flew” to one or two destinations 
each day, through December 20th.   
Flights were booked direct route from 
Robles International Airport in Three 
Points.  
 
Upon “arrival” in each country, student 
passports were carefully examined and 
stamped by “customs.”  Students dis-
covered that entering another country 
requires proof of who they are, and an 
explanation of why they want to visit a 
country.  Where did they go, and what 
did they learn?  Here is the itinerary 
they followed: 
  
Australia.  Upon arrival in Australia, 
first grade students were surprised to 

find that Christmas in the southern 
hemisphere is markedly different than 
it is here in Arizona.  Many families 
there spend the holiday having picnics 
on the beach because Christmas in 
Australia occurs during their summer! 
  
Brazil.  Like Australia, Christmas in 
Brazil happens during the summer.   In 
the cities, fireworks are set off on 
Christmas night.  Papai Noel delivers 
gifts to children, much like Santa 
Claus does in the United States. 
  
Germany.  Did you know that ginger-
bread houses are believed to have orig-
inated in Germany?  Our travelers also 
found out that advent calendars are 
very popular there, and that Christmas 
trees are called tannenbaums.   Many 
German homes have more than one 
Christmas tree! 
  
Israel.  Traditionally, Christmas is not 
celebrated in Israel.  However, the peo-
ple of Israel celebrate an 8-day holiday 
in December called Hanukkah.  Each 
night during Hanukkah, a candle is lit.  
The candles are held in a special hold-
er called a menorah.  Israeli children 
play with a symbolic toy called a 
dreidel during Hanukkah.   
  
Mexico.  In Mexico, Christmas is called 
La Posada, and lasts several weeks.  La 
Posada means “The Procession.”  Peo-
ple travel throughout their towns with 
pictures of Mary and Joseph, sing 

songs, and celebrate with prayers.  Chil-
dren play with piñatas, and homes are 
decorated with poinsettias. 
  
Netherlands.   In the Netherlands, chil-
dren adorn their homes with special 
cookies called a Kerstkransjes.   On 
December 5th, children are visited by 
Sinterklaas, who delivers gifts by 
horseback.  The children set out their 
shoes and place carrots and food inside 
them for Sinterklaas, his horse, and his 
pal, Zwarte Piet.  Sinterklaas takes the 
food from their shoes, and replaces it 
with toys and gifts. 
  
Sweden.  In Sweden, the Christmas 
season commences with the celebra-
tion of St. Lucia’s Day on December 
13th.   On St. Lucia’s Day, one child in 
each family dresses up in a white robe 
and delivers breakfast to all their kin.   
A favorite Christmas symbol is a Yule 
goat made from straw.  Someone in 
each family dresses up as Tomte, the 
Christmas gnome, who delivers gifts.  
Large feasts are served on Christmas 
Eve. 
  
When they arrived back home at Ro-
bles Elementary, the young travelers 
were exhausted, but still felt exhilarat-
ed by their adventures.  They enjoyed 
the Christmas parade that passed by 
the school, and were treated to a visit 
by Santa!  It was an exciting time that 
they will not soon forget!  

First Grade Team:  Sherry Carmichael, Madison Jenkins, and Marisa Soto 



Page 2 Connections 

ROBLES ELEMENTARY 

ALTAR VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

January Student of the Month 
Eduardo G., 4th Grade 

Eduardo has impressed me with his willingness to step far out of 
his comfort zone to tackle the challenges of 4th grade and the 
challenges presented to him within his own classroom. He eagerly 
participates in classroom activities and discussions; he accepts all 
assignments without complaint and submits them promptly and 
correctly done; and he regularly demonstrates that he is paying 
attention by asking thoughtful questions and providing thoughtful 
answers to questions asked of him. Furthermore, Eduardo is very 
helpful to his peers and even his teacher. He willingly lends help 
to neighbors who may be struggling with classwork, and he 
ensures his teacher remembers the spelling and vocabulary test 
each week. Eduardo deserves to be Bobcat of the month because 
he demonstrates R.O.A.R. and exemplifies the Bobcat spirit! 

Mr. Asmann is a true 
team player at Robles. 
He jumps at the 
opportunity to help 
others any time it is 

needed. His enthusiasm is contagious and our Bobcats truly enjoy 
his PE class. He is professional and works hard every day to make 
PE the BEST!  Mr Asmann is always willing to do what is needed 
on our campus. For Example, with excitement he will step up and 
cover a class when he is needed. He supports 3rd grade by 
conducting his own small group instruction group. He does lunch 
duty and helps out during assemblies and special events.  

During the holiday season, he brightens everyone’s day by using 
his famous speaker in the cafeteria and at dismissal to play music 
for the students. It is not uncommon to walk into the cafeteria and 
hear students singing along to his music. Mr. Asmann is truly 
deserving of the All-Star of the month award, for being a great 
contributor to Robles Elementary’s All-Star Climate and Culture!  

 

January Employee of the Month 

Elizabet Vasquez 
Monitor 

Elisabet has a fantastic positive attitude; she is a creative and 
lighthearted part of the AVMS Front Office team. She is always ready 
and willing to lend a helping hand to staff, parents and students. 
Elisabet always demonstrates her school spirit by not only 
participating but also encouraging students and staff to get involved 
and show their spirit! We all appreciate her hard work, dedication, 
and creativity!  Congratulations on the January staff of the month! 

January Student of  the Month 
Victoria P., 8th Grade 

Victoria has been selected as Student of the Month for 
a multitude of reasons. For starters she is active in a 
variety of extracurricular activities that including Vice 
President of Student Council, sports, and the 
Washington D.C trip. Victoria works very hard in all of 
her classes, is kind and friendly to all, and has emerged 
as a student leader on campus. Victoria represents the 
best qualities that we look for in a student at Altar 

January 
Employee of  
the Month 

 

Paul Asmann 
Pysical Education 
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Robles Elementary 

9875 South Sasabe Road 

Tucson, AZ 85736 

(520) 822-9418 

Altar Valley Middle School 

16350 W. Ajo Highway 

Tucson, AZ 85735 

(520) 822-9343 

ALTAR VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
10105 South Sasabe Road 

Tucson, AZ 85736 
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http://altarvalleyschools.org 

 
 
 

Altar Valley School District 51 

Challenging Every Student  
to Achieve Excellence! 

ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. David Dumon 
Superintendent 

Mr. Joshua Peebles 
Principal 

Altar Valley Middle School 

Ms. Rosalinda Rodriguez 
Principal 

Robles Elementary School 

Ms. Julie Waters 
Director of Federal Projects /  

Professional Development 

Ms. Shelly Camp 
Director of Exceptional Education 

Mr. Dan Tankersley 
Director of Operations Member 

The McKinney-Vento Education of Homeless Children and Youth Assistance Act is a federal law 
that ensures immediate enrollment and educational stability for homeless children and youth. 

The McKinney-Vento Act defines homeless 
children as “individuals who lack a fixed, 
regular, and adequate nighttime resi-
dence.” The act provides examples of chil-
dren who would fall under this definition: 
 Children and youth sharing housing due 

to loss of housing, economic hardship or 
a similar reason 

 Children and youth living in motels, ho-
tels, trailer parks, or camp grounds due 
to lack of alternative accommodations 

 Children and youth living in emergency 
or transitional shelters 

 Children and youth abandoned in hospitals 
 Children and youth whose primary 

nighttime residence is not ordinarily 
used as a regular sleeping accommoda-
tion (e.g. park benches, etc) 

 Children and youth living in cars, parks, 
public spaces, abandoned buildings, sub-
standard housing, bus or train stations 

 Migratory children and youth living in 
any of the above situations 

McKinney-Vento students have the right to: 
 Attend school in the attendance area 

where they are currently living. 

 Attend the school of origin (the school 
they attended when they became home-
less), or the school in which they were 
last enrolled. 

 Immediate enrollment and support from 
district McKinney-Vento Liaison in ob-
taining school records and coordinating 
services. 

 Receive transportation to their school, if 
necessary. 

 Free school meals. 
 Receive tutoring services focusing on 

academic assistance. 
 Receive Preschool services. 
 Support with on-time grade progression 

and graduation. 

For assistance with any student that may 
be eligible, please contact your school 
liaison by calling the school or the district 
liaison. 

Contact: 
Evelyn See 

McKinney-Vento & Foster Care Liaison 
(520) 822-9418 
esee@avsd.org 
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Bobcat Bulletin 

Robles Bobcats Stepping It Up! 
Rosalinda Rodriguez, M.A., Ed.S. 
Robles Elementary, Principal  

I hope that you had a relaxing winter break! We were so happy to welcome our students and 
community back to school this week, and have enjoyed reengaging with students after our 
time off. We appreciated the support and attendance to our December events and we are hop-
ing to see you all this spring in the multiple events coming up.  
 
For this second semester we are encouraging our families to support us in reaching our stu-
dents’ academic goals. Our goal is that each of our bobcats reaches grade level proficiency in 
reading and math. As you all know attendance is a huge factor. With the understanding that 

we do not want you to send your students to school when they are sick, we encourage you to ensure that your students 
come to school every day. Our benchmark and basic reading and math data show congruently that students who miss 
more days of school show less growth.  
 
On another note, Robles Elementary held its annual Spelling Bee on December 17, 
2020. Isabelle Estrada won the Robles Spelling Bee and she qualified to participate in 
the Altar Valley School District Spelling Bee on January 17, 2020. We are very proud 
of our 4th grade Bobcat! 
 
We had our Curriculum Based Measures (CBM) testing in December.  These measure 
our students’ current knowledge of their basic reading and math skills. For Semester 
one, Mrs. Cranford’s and Mrs. Hensley’s class had the highest growth in reading and 
Mrs. Shovan’s class had the highest growth in math. Some of the many ways to encour-
age and help your students to improve their academic achievement is to practice math 
facts at home with flashcards and reading at least 20 minutes a day!  

Save the Dates!  

Feb. 4: Robles Spring Pictures 

Feb. 12: Robles Site Council Meeting 

Feb 18 & 19:  Robles Mini-Marathon 

Feb. 20-21: Rodeo Days—NO SCHOOL 

CRANFORD 
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Second Grade News at Robles Elementary School 
Second Grade Team: Kristi Dixon, Brandy Hensley, and Megan Shovan 

We have been really busy in second 
grade this quarter in science and 
math. 
 
In science class, students used exper-
iments to learn that air is matter and 
that it takes up space.  The students 
worked on experiments which al-
lowed them to discover that air occu-
pies space.  They created parachutes 
in order to observe how they move 
through the air.  They also learned 
that air can be compressed and how 
the pressure from compressed air can 
move objects.  Students were able to 
explain how air can propel objects by 

creating a balloon-rocket system.  In 
addition, second graders at Robles 
learned that air interacts with objects 
and that air resistance affects how 
objects move. 
 
The fall weather cooperated with us 
and the second graders were able to 
observe weather by monitoring rain-
fall and daily outdoor temperatures. 
They were able to do this by using 
different weather instruments, in-
cluding a thermometer and rain gage. 
Students studied different types of 
clouds in order to help predict weath-
er and weather changes.  They 

learned how clouds are made of wa-
ter drops and how clouds are formed 
in the sky.  Students were able to 
explain how rain is water that comes 
from the water in the clouds. Stu-
dents were learning how wind moves 
clouds in the air.  
 
The second graders have also been 
working very hard on their Daily 
Math Skills.  We had great results 
and major gains on our DMS test for 
the quarter.  Thank you parents for 
supporting us at home by having 
your child practice their facts daily! 
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Eagle Pride 

2020 is here and moving fast! 
Josh Peebles 
Altar Valley Middle School, Principal  

January has already come and gone and I am sure many of you have started focusing on your 
New Year’s resolutions and have been very successful with them.  The custom of setting these 
resolutions dates back to Roman times.  During this period of time in history most resolutions 
had a moral flare such as to be nice to each other.  Resolutions have evolved to the point in 
which we set goals for the upcoming year.  Here at Altar Valley Middle School you will see 
our student goals in the classrooms too!   
 
As we continue to look forward in 2020, I would encourage you to set a resolution to stay fo-

cused, connected, and driven in school.  Parents, you can help your son/daughter with their school specific resolutions by 
checking on your child's progress, communicating with their teachers, and asking them quality questions about their day 
and learning.    
 
Whether you are a new family to AVMS or have been a part of the district for a number of years, I would encourage you 
to set a New Year’s resolution to stay connected.  The faculty and staff of AVMS are excited to start the 2020 spring 
semester and we look forward to putting our best educational effort into supporting your child.   
 
Be respectful, be responsible, and BE KIND.  

Activities coming up at AVMS… 

2/6 - Spring Individual Pictures and  8th grade group 

panoramic portrait 

2/20-2/21 - Rodeo Days -No School 

3/2-3/6 - Galileo Testing 

3/12-3/13 - Parent/Teacher Conferences 

3/20-3/24 - Spring Break 

3/30 - AZM2 Testing Begins  

4/27 - CBM Testing (Who will earn the trophies this 

time?) 
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Happy New Year and 7th grade is 
ready to bring on 2020! We are very 
excited to proceed with our contin-
ued successes. We are the 7th grade 
team of teacher at Altar Valley Mid-
dle School. Our team includes, Mrs. 
Warner (Math), Mrs. Bryant (Social 
Studies), Mr. Dalton (Science), and 
Mrs. Wallace (Language Arts). 
 

Math:  
Happy New Year from 7th grade 
Math! Math this year is full of differ-
ent topics to prepare students next 
year for Pre-Algebra. 7th grade Math 
is always changing by going back 
and forth between algebra and geom-
etry. These students have been work-
ing hard to conquer both! To finish 
up the school year, we will begin 
with equations/inequalities and then 
work our way back to geometry in-
cluding triangles, surface area, and 
volume. Although we will be learn-
ing new content, fractions are always 
essential to know. Keep up the good 
work Eagles!  
 

ELA:  
In Language Arts, the 7th grade had 
a successful 1st semester, and we are 
excited about diving into the 2nd 
semester with both feet! We have 

concentrated on our yearly standards 
and are continuing to solidify our 
learning through identification of 
individual needs. When you see a 7th 
grade student, feel free to ask them 
what state standards they are work-
ing on. During our 2nd semester we 
will continue to discover different 
pieces of literature and informational 
text. We will also continue writing 
various essays. We will be writing an 
Informational Essay as well as re-
viewing the Argumentative Essay. 
 

Science:  Happy New Year ! In 7th 
grade Science we will be starting off 
the second semester with new and 
exciting topics. Students will be 
learning about the structure of the 
Earth and how Earth’s structure 
causes the different types of land-
forms that we see. Students will also 
learn about the three main types of 
rocks and how they are formed. They 
will learn about earthquakes, tsuna-
mis and other natural disasters as 
they relate to Earth’s structure. Be 
sure to ask your student about the 
interesting things they have learned!  
 

Social Studies: 
This semester we will be learning all 
about our amazing country’s history.  

The good, the bad and the ugly!  We 
are currently working on mastering 
the presidents and all of our states 
and capitals.  We are also commit-
ting to memory one history statement 
for the week and building on  each 
statement with research and design 
projects.  We will be using a lot of 
songs to help us memorize.  I am 
hoping your children will go home 
singing educational songs!  Hope 
you like them :) 
 

As you know the 2nd semester will 
fly by. Please keep in mind that 
spring testing is right around the cor-
ner. Keep the following dates in 
mind as we progress through the re-
mainder of the year: 

Feb. 20-21 - Rodeo Days  
(No School) 

March 6 - End of 3rd Quarter 

March 12-13  
Parent Teacher Conferences  

(Early Release) 

March 16-20 - Spring Break 
(No School) 

April 10-13 - Spring Recess 
(No School) 

May 20 - End of 4th Quarter  
(Early Release) 

7th Grade News 

Discovering how to find pi by 
just using circular objects, a 
ruler, and string in math 
class!  

Creating businesses in math class to calculate sale percentages and what it takes to 
have a successful business!  



** Please note calendar events are subject to change. ** 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 

 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 

 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 

 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 

 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

EARLY RELEASE 
FRIDAYS 

Robles @ 12:30 
AVMS @ 1:45 

Robles 
Picture Day 

AWAY @ 
Continental 

AVMS 
Picture Day 

HOME vs 
Emily Gray 

AWAY @ 
Sahuarita 

AWAY @ 
Wrightson Ridge 

RODEO BREAK 
(FEBRUARY 20-21) 

President’s Day 
(School in Session) 

School Board 
Meeting @ 6:00 

2nd Grade 
8:00-9:30 3rd & 4th Grade 

8:00-9:30 

ROBLES 

         MINI MARATHON 

1st Grade 
12:45-2:00 

Galileo Post-Test (2nd Grade) 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
(Early Release Days) 

2:00pm-6:00pm      2:00pm-4:00pm 

SPRING BREAK - NO SCHOOL 

AIMS Science 
March 23 thru 
April 17 

Galileo Post-Test (3rd –8th Grade) 

EARLY RELEASE 
FRIDAYS 

Robles @ 12:30 
AVMS @ 1:45 

End of  
3rd Quarter 

AIMS Science 
March 23 thru 
April 17 

Parent  
Survey 
Closes 

Parent  
Survey 
Opens 

AZMerit 
March 30 thru 
April 24 

Eagles of 
Excellence 

12:45 
GYM 

School Board 
Meeting @ 6:00 


