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MR. ROUSE IS RETIRING 

As you may or may not know, Mr. 

Rouse is retiring at the end of the 

school year. Mr. Rouse began his career 

with UCPS as a math teacher in 1997 

when the school opened. He has had 

many roles while at the school from 

teacher, athletic director, assistant 

principal, and principal to behind the 

scenes summer handyman, locker 

installer, and moving guy, just to name 

a few!  A favorite quote of his is: “Ask 

not what Union Colony can do for you; 

but what you can do for Union Colony.” 

Mr. Rouse’s unconditional commitment 

to Union Colony will be missed. Alycia 

Burns has been hired as our new 

principal. She has some big shoes to fill 

but, we are confident she will do an 

excellent job. Welcome, Ms. Burns! 

 

MEET ALYCIA BURNS 

My name is Alycia Burns and I am so 

excited to be joining the team here at 

Union Colony as Preparatory principal. 

In this virtual world we are living in at 

the moment, I thought I would take the 

opportunity to briefly, and virtually, 

introduce myself. I was born and raised 

in Colorado and attended Colorado 

State University for my degree in 

English Education.  I am, and will always 

be, a Ram at heart! Shortly into my 

teaching career, I began my Master’s 

program at CU Denver in Administrative 

Leadership and Policy studies.  I have a 

passion for charter schools and I am 

thrilled to now be a part of a charter 

with such a rich history in the Greeley 

community. I hope all of you are staying 

healthy and happy.  I am looking 

forward to meeting people and shaking 

hands in person in the fall!  

http://www.unioncolonyschools.org/
http://www.unioncolonyschools.org/
http://www.unioncolonyschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uctwolves
http://www.ceen.org/
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Dear Union Colony family, 

Below is Superintendent Pilche’s letter to the 
community.  Bottom line - all District 6 schools, 
charters included, will not have in-person instruction 
the remainder of the 19/20 school year.  Some of Dr. 
Pilch’s letter is repeated in italics.  

It is critical students engage in learning during this 
time. We have nearly a month of school left, and we 
expect children to attend and engage in all their 
classes. It is vitally important that learning continues 
until the end of the school year. Parents and 
guardians, please continue to support your children in 
their learning. We know some of you are worried 
about your children losing out on education during 
this time, and it is essential remote learning 
continues as robustly as possible until the end of the 
school year.  

The situation is difficult for all; but we especially feel 
for our seniors.  We will announce a tentative 
graduation schedule as soon as possible. We feel this 
is the only decision we can make that will protect 
students, staff and families. It is also important for all 
our graduates and families to realize that these 
graduation ceremonies will look very different from 
previous graduation ceremonies. We will defer to 
health officials to help us create guidelines for these 
ceremonies, and I will provide more information as 
soon as I am able.   

 

 

UC administration is working on an alternative plan.  
Seniors - expect to receive a survey by the end of the 
week.  We’re considering alternatives and would like 
your input.  We are working on a plan to distribute 
yearbooks, caps and gowns, personal items, 
transcripts, diplomas, awards and other items to our 
graduating seniors. We will communicate directly 
with seniors and their families once distribution and 
graduation plans are finalized. 

For now, other personal items belonging to students 
and staff will be kept safely at schools until they can 
be disbursed following health department guidelines. 

I again want to thank you all for your patience, grace 
and support as we move through this health crisis 
together. It is our greatest desire that we continue to 
limit our health risks, so that we may be able to 
welcome students back to school next fall. School 
may look different next year, but please know we are 
committed to providing your students the best 
education possible.  

Governor Polis is beginning to lift restrictions, but 
please continue to stay home and healthy as much as 
possible. It is critical we adhere to health department 
guidelines now so that we can get back to our 
schools and our lives soon. 

Sincerely, 
Jim Anderson 
Director 

MR. ANDERSON’S LETTER 
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Dear District 6 Families: 

Today, I have made the difficult decision to cancel in-
person learning for the remainder of the 2019-2020 
school year. This closure includes all in-person 
activities and events that would have taken place 
through June. I must take this action because I 
sincerely believe it is the safest decision for our 
students, staff and families, and is in the best 
interest of our community at large.   

We have been working closely with officials from the 
Weld County Department of Public Health and 
Environment throughout this health crisis. Cases of 
COVID-19 are still on the rise in Weld County. In-
person learning would provide too great of a health 
risk for our community at this time.  

“We are just not ready to bring students back until 
we can have a firm plan in place to do that safely,” 
said Dr. Mark Wallace, Weld County Department of 
Public Health and Environment. “We are working to 
have health guidelines in place to reopen schools in 
August with new protocols to keep students, staff 
and our community safe.” 

It is critical students engage in learning during this 
time. We have nearly a month of school left, and we 
expect children to attend and engage in all their 
classes. It is vitally important that learning continues 
until the end of the school year. Parents and 
guardians, please continue to support your children 
in their learning. We know some of you are worried 
about your children losing out on education during 
this time, and it is essential remote learning 
continues as robustly as possible until the end of the 
school year.  

As of now, in-person graduation ceremonies have 
been postponed until the last week of July or the 
first week of August. We will announce a tentative 
graduation schedule as soon as possible. We know it 
is not ideal and that it means that some students 
won’t be able to attend the ceremonies. We feel this 
is the only decision we can make that will protect 
students, staff and families. It is also important for 
all our graduates and families to realize that these 
graduation ceremonies will look very different from 
previous graduation ceremonies. We will defer to 
health officials to help us create guidelines for these 

ceremonies, and I will provide more information as 
soon as I am able. We have a plan to honor our 
seniors at the end of the school year with a 
personalized video for each school and are working 
on a plan to distribute yearbooks, caps and gowns, 
personal items, transcripts, diplomas, awards and 
other items to our graduating seniors. We will 
communicate directly with seniors and their families 
once distribution and graduation plans are finalized.  

For now, other personal items belonging to students 
and staff will be kept safely at schools until they can 
be disbursed following health department 
guidelines.  

I again want to thank you all for your patience, grace 
and support as we move through this health crisis 
together. It is our greatest desire that we continue 
to limit our health risks, so that we may be able to 
welcome students back to school next fall. School 
may look different next year, but please know we 
are committed to providing your students the best 
education possible.  

We know that Governor Jared Polis is planning to lift 
the Stay-At-Home order on Sunday, and that there 
will be many stringent restrictions on businesses 
reopening and people returning to work. We urge 
you to abide by these restrictions, including severely 
limiting your contact with people outside your 
household and staying home as much as possible. 
Please stay safe, stay home and stay healthy. It is 
critical we adhere to health department guidelines 
now so that we can get back to our schools and our 
lives soon. We continue to work together for the 
good of our students, and together we are District 6. 

Kind Regards, 
Deirdre Pilch, EdD 
Superintendent 
Greeley-Evans School District 6 

Contact Reminder 

Website: Www.unioncolonyschools.org 
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/uctwolves.com 
Elementary School Main Phone Number: 
970-673-4997 
Preparatory School Main Phone Number: 
970-673-4546 

LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT 

http://www.unioncolonyschools.org
http://www.unioncolonyschools.org
http://www.facebook.com/uctwolves.com
http://www.facebook.com/uctwolves.com
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DISTRICT 6 MEAL DELIVERY 

INFORMATION  

To better serve the community and practice even 
greater social distancing, Nutrition Services is 
changing the way it will be distributing free 
breakfast and lunch meals to children ages 1-18. 

Beginning Monday, March 30, we will transition into 
a bus stop delivery method. This means we will no 
longer be distributing the meals at schools, but 
rather handing them out at local bus stops. 

There will be different stops throughout Greeley and 
Evans on Monday/Thursday and Tuesday/Friday. A 
full list of current stops may be seen here: https://
www.greeleyschools.org/Page/24038. 

District 6 Nutrition Services and the Weld Food Bank 
will jointly distribute meals Wednesdays from 2-4 
p.m. at both the District 6 Services Center at 2508 
4th Ave., Greeley and at Northridge High School, 100 
71st Ave, Greeley. 

All food bags distributed will contain 3 breakfasts 
and 3 lunches, one per child. 

These changes have been made after experiencing a 
very high demand last week and to provide the 
meals closer to families’ homes. This will also help to 
minimize the exposure between the staff and our 
community. Any additional changes will be 
communicated immediately. 

Please see the attached map for details about where 
buses will stop with deliveries. Thank you. 
https://www.greeleyschools.org/site/default.aspx?
PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=3757
8&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-
3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=41135&P
ageID=1 

TRANSFERS 

If you plan to transfer your student to another 
school next school year, please let Mrs. Rhonda De 
La Fuente know as soon as possible by email 
rdelafuente@unioncolonyschools.org or by phone at 
970-673-4546. This will help us make the 
appropriate arrangements to get your student’s 
records to their future school. 

YEARBOOKS ARE COMING! 

The 2020 yearbook is scheduled to arrive around the 
3rd week in May. A distribution plan is being 
formulated.  This is a very special yearbook for a 
very unique time in the life of the UCPS community.  
There are a limited number of extra yearbooks still 
for sale.  Go to Jostens.com or email Mrs. Coleman 
at scoleman@unioncolonyschools.org. 

ATHLETICS 

Union Colony is a CHSAA member school. As such we 
follow all recommendations and requirements 
communicated by CHSAA. Unfortunately, the state 
was not able to host spring sports and have now 
focused our attention on summer activities and the 
fall season. At this time Union Colony athletics has 
not been able to make a decision on either of these 
seasons. We are working closely with District 6, 
CHSAA, and staff to make sure we open our facilities 
as soon as possible and maintain a safe environment 
for all. Continue to read our newsletter, check our 
facebook, and our website for updates. Thank you 
for your support!  

MUSIC ACTIVITIES 

All upcoming music trips including CBA, Colorado 
Symphony, Jazz Fest, and Elitch Gardens have been 
cancelled.  Refunds for Elitch Gardens and Colorado 
Symphony will be mailed home or refunded to your 
fundraising account depending on the original 
source of payment.  

NEW YORK CITY TRIP  

As of now our New York City trip date has been 
changed to late July and is still on. 

PROGRESS REPORTS 

Progress reports will not be sent home this month.  
Please check your student’s progress by logging into 
Infinite Campus; it is an important 
way to track your student's 
progress. If you need help logging 
into Infinite Campus, please call the 
school at 970-673-4546. 

https://www.greeleyschools.org/Page/24038?fbclid=IwAR255zwUJR-KGia3ti5jXfE0TUdBuvDBQk3NYWjLLqL0xxtI1anQPO7L-ZU
https://www.greeleyschools.org/Page/24038?fbclid=IwAR255zwUJR-KGia3ti5jXfE0TUdBuvDBQk3NYWjLLqL0xxtI1anQPO7L-ZU
https://www.greeleyschools.org/Page/24038?fbclid=IwAR255zwUJR-KGia3ti5jXfE0TUdBuvDBQk3NYWjLLqL0xxtI1anQPO7L-ZU
https://www.greeleyschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=37578&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=41135&PageID=1
https://www.greeleyschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=37578&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=41135&PageID=1
https://www.greeleyschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=37578&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=41135&PageID=1
https://www.greeleyschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=37578&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=41135&PageID=1
https://www.greeleyschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=37578&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=41135&PageID=1
mailto:rdelafuente@unioncolonyschools.org
http://jostens.com


 

May 2020     Union Colony Schools News PAGE 5 

  
UNION COLONY BOARD MEETING 

The Union Colony School Board will be meeting 
Saturday, May 16 at 8 a.m. If you have any 
questions or comments for our board, please feel 
free to contact them.  You can find their contact 
information under the Union Colony School Board 
on the school’s website, https://
www.unioncolonyschools.org/Governing_Board.  

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

We continue to collect Box Tops.  For 
each Box Top we collect, the school 
will receive ten cents.  There are a 
large variety of General Mills products 
that carry the coupons. Please bring in 
your box tops that you’ve been saving this semester 
once the school is allowed to reopen. 

BOLDER-BOULDER POSTPONED 

Interested in walking, jogging, or running in the 
annual Bolder Boulder? Yes! There is still time. The 
Bolder Boulder announced it has been rescheduled 
for Labor Day, Monday, September 7. All Union 
Colony families are encouraged to run, walk, or jog 
the race.  Register online by clicking on the BB 
Racers Club link. Reference the following website: 
https://bb10k.bolderboulder.com/bb-racers-club/ 

If you have any questions about participating in the 
running club, please email Coach Schafer at 
lschafer@unioncolonyschools.org.   

 CAPS 4 CASH 

Something utterly exciting is happening at Morning 
Fresh Dairy. Sign up for home delivery service and 
Morning Fresh Dairy Farm will donate $25 to Union 
Colony Prep School for each new customer. It is 
simple; just mention Union Colony Prep School when 
you sign-up. You can continue to earn cash for the 
school. Caps4Cash is a program where UCPS earns 
cash by collecting caps from Morning Fresh Dairy 
glass bottles. Each cap collected can be redeemed 
for five cents. All you have to do is drink your milk, 
save your bottle caps, collect caps from family and 
friends, bring the caps to the school, and drop them 
off at the front office. Simple. For more 
information visit www.morningfreshdairy.com, 
email morningfresh@morningfreshdairy.com, 
or call970-482-5789. 

UCS BUS 

The following will pertain to Prep School bus riders 

only. In our current state with only one bus driver 

and for safety reasons we will only be passing out 55 

riders prep school bus passes. We will start with 6th 

grade and work our way up to 8th grade.  We will 

start a waitlist after we have passed out the 55 

passes we have. We will no longer be able to have 

9th through 12th grade riders as the 6th -8th graders 

will be our priority.  

If your student is in 6th - 8th grade and will need bus 

transportation for the 2020-2021 school year, visit 

the school website for an application. Parents must 

complete an application and be accepted before a 

student will be allowed to ride the bus. For prep 

school students, please contact Rhonda DeLaFuente 

at rdelafuente@unioncolonyschools.org or for 

elementary school students contact Kellie Hale at 

khale@unioncolonyschools.org. Kindergarten 

through 5th grade will remain the same,  a lottery 

will be held in June to fill any vacancies.  

If you know anyone interested in driving a bus for 

the school, please have them contact Jim Nyblade at 

jnyblade@unioncoloyschools.org 

PROM DATE POSTPONED 

Prom has been postponed. The new date has not 

been set.  If you have any questions, concerns or 

suggestions regarding prom, please contact Ms. 

McQuown at gmcquown@unioncolonyschools.org 

or Ms. Schafer at lschafer@unioncolonyschools.org. 

 AFTER PROM UPDATE:   

Due to the change in date for prom, the UC Parent 

Group will not be able to host the After-Prom Party 

in the way that it traditionally has. We are discussing 

possible alternatives. When we make a decision, we 

will let the students and parents know. Stay tuned 

for details to come.  Thank you for your 

understanding.   

— The UC Parent Group 

https://www.unioncolonyschools.org/Governing_Board
https://www.unioncolonyschools.org/Governing_Board
https://bb10k.bolderboulder.com/bb-racers-club/
https://bb10k.bolderboulder.com/bb-racers-club/
mailto:lschafer@unioncolonyschools.org
http://www.morningfreshdairy.com/
http://www.morningfreshdairy.com/
mailto:morningfresh@morningfreshdairy.com
mailto:rdelafuente@unioncolonyschools.org
mailto:khale@unioncolonyschools.org
mailto:jnyblade@unioncoloyschools.org
mailto:gmcquown@unioncolonyschools.org
mailto:lschafer@unioncolonyschools.org
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UC FRIENDS GROUP PAYPAL 

DONATION PAGE 

Want to contribute to the UC Friends Parent Group 
but don’t have the time to volunteer or attend our 
meetings?  No worries!  You can be a part of what 
we are doing by giving a financial contribution via 
our secure PayPal donation page.  Simply CLICK 
HERE and you will be taken to PayPal.  There is no 
need to have an account.  All donors will receive a 
form for tax deduction purposes. 

ACCOUNTABILITY PAUSE FOR THE 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

In response to the evolving conditions under COVID-
19, the department is planning to pause the state 
and federal accountability systems in the 2020-21 
school year. On March 18, the Governor issued an 
Executive Order pausing both state assessments and 
state accountability to enable schools and districts 
to focus on providing alternative learning 
opportunities for students during this time.  The 
department will work with the U.S. Department of 
Education to get additional flexibility on federal 
requirements.   

This webpage provides early thinking on how the 
accountability pause will work; it will be updated as 
events unfold and new policy decisions are made: 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/accountability/20-
21pause. 

COVID-19 SYMPTOMS - 
HELPFUL TOOLS JUST RELEASED 

 A useful free new app and website has just been 
launched that guides Americans through a series of 
questions about their health and exposure to 
determine whether they should seek care for COVID-
19 symptoms. The tools provide CDC 
recommendations on next steps, including guidance 
on social distancing and self-isolating, how to closely 
monitor symptoms, recommendations on testing 
and when to contact a medical provider. These 
helpful guides are the result of a partnership with 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the White House Coronavirus Task Force and 
Apple Inc. 

Users can download the free app from Apple’s App 
Store or access the tool online at www.apple.com/
covid19. Everyone has a role to play as we work 
together to stop the spread of COVID-19. The latest 
recommendations can be found at 
www.coronavirus.gov. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=YD8RS2P6MK77E
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=YD8RS2P6MK77E
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ecMEQj3F3qeEl3qNMtLkAlk3ya3FbVH3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ecMEQj3F3qeEl3qNMtLkAlk3ya3FbVH3/view
https://www.cde.state.co.us/accountability/20-21pause
https://www.cde.state.co.us/accountability/20-21pause
https://www.cde.state.co.us/accountability/20-21pause
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.apple.com_covid19&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=GdCp6Xtc1pBsoMY44FeqLfSp4OlLThdLBc54ANaKVxc&m=-bGi714UYBsMOFoLHC0k67vSqLifu7Qp10A9wwQ0vV0&s=ae6uJzXyXugv2QsXDJOuAl2H3mzbuGbLwSq7
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.apple.com_covid19&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=GdCp6Xtc1pBsoMY44FeqLfSp4OlLThdLBc54ANaKVxc&m=-bGi714UYBsMOFoLHC0k67vSqLifu7Qp10A9wwQ0vV0&s=ae6uJzXyXugv2QsXDJOuAl2H3mzbuGbLwSq7
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.coronavirus.go&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=GdCp6Xtc1pBsoMY44FeqLfSp4OlLThdLBc54ANaKVxc&m=-bGi714UYBsMOFoLHC0k67vSqLifu7Qp10A9wwQ0vV0&s=HTdJrTvpz6txYzs0tqAEbzBD47s4MjlSPJnG3Vx
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.coronavirus.go&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=GdCp6Xtc1pBsoMY44FeqLfSp4OlLThdLBc54ANaKVxc&m=-bGi714UYBsMOFoLHC0k67vSqLifu7Qp10A9wwQ0vV0&s=HTdJrTvpz6txYzs0tqAEbzBD47s4MjlSPJnG3Vx

