
Tolleson Union High School District

The TUHSD 

Title I

Reading Program

2013-14



Based on the District’s Mission to guarantee 
higher levels of learning for all students and 
the belief that all students can learn, but not in 
the same way or at the same rate, the 
Reading Department is committed to 
providing students who are below grade level 
in reading with targeted interventions to 
increase reading fluency and comprehension 
because we know these are keys to personal 
and academic success.

Fulfilling our Mission



Our primary goal is to meet 
our students at their 
individual academic level and 
move them to their highest 
potential.



• Employ a highly qualified staff and continuously provide 
professional development, so that instructors are highly 
effective.

• Use research-based programs and strategies to supplement 
core classes 

• Identify students reading below 9th grade

• Monitor Progress

• Use data  to guide instruction and target interventions

Foundations of Our Reading 
Program



• Collaborate with feeder districts to 
improve placement and curriculum 
alignment.

• Transition to the Common Core 
Standards and prepare instructors and  
students to be successful with the 
increased rigor.

Current Initiatives



Forty-five states, the District of Columbia, four territories, and the 
Department of Defense Education Activity have adopted the Common 
Core State Standards.

Mission: The Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, clear 
understanding of what students are expected to learn, so teachers and 
parents know what they need to do to help them. The standards are 
designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the 
knowledge and skills that our young people need for success in college 
and careers. With American students fully prepared for the future, our 
communities will be best positioned to compete successfully in the 
global economy

New Standards

http://www.corestandards.org/



• Ensure that all students are college and career ready in literacy 
no later than the end of high school.

• Anchor Standards for College and Career Readiness in Reading, 
Writing, Speaking/Listening and Language. (Consistent 
foundations that begin in kindergarten.)

• Increased Text Complexity

• Literacy Standards identified for History/Social Studies, Science 
and Technical Subjects

English Language Arts Standards 
(ELA)



Increased Text Complexity 



It is a more consistent measure that can be used to compare 
different assessments. It was developed by MetaMetrics based on 
20 years of research. This research was used by the teams that 
drafted the Common Core State Standards. (See Appendix A)

The Lexile® Framework for Reading is a unique resource for 
accurately matching readers with text. Unlike other measurement 
systems, the Lexile Framework evaluates reading ability based on 
actual assessments, rather than generalized age or grade levels.

Why we use Lexile Measures

http://www.lexile.com/



• Scholastic Reading Inventory is a reading comprehension test that 
assesses students' reading levels, tracks students' reading growth over 
time, and helps guide instruction according to students' needs

• Students have a Growth Goal based on their August SRI (This is where 
they should be in the spring.)

• We give the SRI five times per year:

– August

– October

– December

– March

– May

Scholastic Reading Inventory
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Based on a multi-level prevention system:

• Primary prevention: high quality core instruction that meets the needs 
of most students

• Secondary prevention: evidence-based intervention(s) of moderate 
intensity that addresses the learning or behavioral challenges of most 
at-risk students (Reading III)

• Tertiary prevention: individualized intervention(s) of increased intensity 
for students who show minimal response to secondary prevention 
(Reading I & II)

Our Programs are based on 
Response to Intervention (RTI)



Course Length:  1 or 2 Semesters

Prerequisite: BR O – 565 Lexile or K-2.9 - 3.0 – 4.9 Gates, AIMS FFB

• COURSE OVERVIEW:  This course will enable students who need more

intensive reading interventions to master foundational reading skills such as 
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, and comprehension.  Students will practice 
and master new vocabulary. In this course, students will use Scholastic’s research-
based programs, Read 180 in combination with System 44, to build skills necessary for 
academic success. Differentiated instruction is consistently provided to target all 
students’ needs. 

• COURSE GOAL: The student will master decoding and build a strong foundation in 
reading comprehension skills.  

NOTE: Student may not be concurrently enrolled in English.

Reading I 



Course Length: 1 or 2 Semesters

Prerequisite: 566-830 Lexile or 5.0 – 6.9 Gates,  AIMS Approaching

• COURSE OVERVIEW:  This course will enable students to attain proficiency in 
language acquisition, literal reading comprehension skills and writing skills at the 
Foundations level of the Common Core Standards.  The course will incorporate 
the use of the reading process, comprehension strategies, and a range of texts 
and tasks to ensure students read increasingly complex texts through the course. 
Reading II uses Scholastic’s research-based program, Read180, to build 
necessary skills for success in high school core subjects. Differentiated instruction is 
consistently provided to target all students’ needs.

• COURSE GOALS: The student will master the reading process skills and transition 
from learning to read to being able to read to learn. Students will also engage in 
critical thinking to comprehend texts at higher levels.

NOTE: Student may not be concurrently enrolled in English.

Reading II



Course Length: 1 or 2 Semesters

Prerequisite:  831-1000 Lexile or 7.0 – 8.9 Gates

• COURSE OVERVIEW:  

Reading III will provide literacy support for Freshman English and reading in other content areas.  
It is designed as an intervention class so literacy stations will be used to provide students skill 
practice and allow the teacher to work regularly with small groups in order to better meet 
student’s needs. Furthermore, Reading III teachers will be implementing Asset Based Thinking 
strategies to help their students develop positive social skills. 

• COURSE GOALS: Provide students necessary interventions and support to increase students’ 
literacy skills and academic success.

Reading III



System 44 Next Generation



Read 180 Next Generation



90 Minute Instructional Model

Whole-Group 

Direct 

Instruction

Small-Group 

Direct Instruction

READ 180

Software

Modeled and 

Independent 

Reading

Whole-Group 

Wrap-Up

Using the READ 

180 instructional 

materials, the 

teacher begins 

the day by 

providing 

systematic 

instruction in 

reading, writing, 

and vocabulary 

to the whole 

class.

Using the rBook

and Resources for 

Differentiated 

Instruction, the 

teacher works 

closely with 

students so that 

individual needs 

can be met.

Students use 

the Software 

independently, 

providing them 

with intensive, 

individualized 

skills practice. 

Students build 

reading 

comprehension 

skills through 

modeled and 

independent 

reading of the 

READ 180

Paperbacks and 

Audiobooks.

The session 

ends with 10 

more minutes of 

Whole-Group 

Instruction.



“READ 180 is now the most thoroughly researched 
reading intervention program in the world.”

READ 180, the most effective reading intervention program, is a 
comprehensive system of curriculum, instruction, assessment, and 

professional development proven to raise reading achievement for 
struggling readers in grades 4–12+. Designed for any student reading two 

or more years below grade-level, READ 180 leverages adaptive 
technology to individualize instruction for students and provide powerful 

data for differentiation to teachers. 

• System 44 Next Generation is a new foundational reading program for 
the most challenged readers in Grades 3-12+. System 44 Next 
Generation is proven to help students master the foundational reading 
skills required for success with the Common Core through explicit 
instruction in phonics, comprehension, and writing.

Scholastic Programs

Scholastic Research & Results." Scholastic. Scholastic, Inc, 2011. Web. 15 Sep 2011. <http://read180.scholastic.com/reading-

intervention-program/research>. 



Available at Home



Reading Immersion 2 (Elective Credit)

Who: A student who consistently demonstrates self-discipline, continuous effort and academic 
progress but is still below grade level in reading and in need of additional targeted/intensive 
reading interventions.

Literacy Seminar (Elective Credit)

Who: A student who consistently demonstrates self-discipline, continuous effort and academic 
progress;  has a Lexile above 800 and demonstrates adequate writing proficiency. 

Literacy Seminar students who meet all 

requirements of the program may have the 

opportunity to attain Freshman English credit through testing. 

Reading Summer Intervention 
Program Offerings



Monthly Saturday Workshops and 
Professional Learning Communities (40+ 
hours)

Embedded Staff Development throughout 
the year through coaching and 
collaboration. (20+ hours)

Summer Prevention Program (30 Hours of 
Staff development in the afternoon)

Highly Qualified and Effective 
Teachers and Paraprofessionals



Our students attitudes and habits about reading.

 Placing our students accurately, so they begin the school year 
receiving the appropriate interventions.

 The vast difference in reading levels.

Getting students who are not proficient to value the interventions 
they receive and take responsibility for their learning.

Biggest Challenges

Parent Involvement is key to helping us overcome our 
challenges and achieving 100% Success!



• Group B: Room 201 (Math Presentation)

• Group D: 
– Room 1002 (Tour a Read180 Room)

– Room 203 (See ParentVUE and learn about 
the American Dream Academy)

At 7:30 ALL Parents, please go to Site 
Meeting

Where do you go next?


