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What is the McKinney-Vento Act? 

The McKinney-Vento Act is a federal law, passed in 

1987 to help people experiencing homelessness.  The 

law protects the right of the children to go to 

school, no matter where they live or how long they 

have lived there. 



Who is homeless under the McKinney-Vento Act? 

The law says that a child or youth without a fixed, 

adequate and regular residence is homeless.  It does not 

matter if the child or youth is living with a parent or is 

separated from parents.  Under the Act, students are 

homeless if they are: 

Living with a friend, relative or someone else 

because they lost their home or cannot afford a 

home; 

Staying in a motel or hotel; 

Living in an emergency or transitional        

shelter or a domestic violence shelter; 

Staying in substandard housing; 



Can a McKinney-Vento student be enrolled in 

school by someone other than his/her parents(s) 

or legal guardian(s)? 

Yes.  Under the McKinney-Vento Act a student may be 

enrolled in school by the person (caregiver) who has 

physical custody of the student, by the student 

him/herself or with the assistance of the school 

homeless liaison.  Students that are considered “youth 

on their own” or “unaccompanied youth” cannot be 

kept out of school because they do not have a parent or 

guardian to enroll them. 



Under the McKinney-Vento Act, are students 

allowed to enroll without documents?  

Under the Act, students experiencing homeless situations can 

enroll in school, go to classes and participate fully in school 

activities even if they do not have: 

The school must call the student’s last school to get records.  

Enrollment cannot be delayed because the student did not 

officially withdraw from the last school. 

Immunizations, immunization records or other medical 
records; 

School records; 

Proof of residency; 

A parent or legal guardian; 

Birth certificates; 

Social Security numbers; 

Other documents. 



What if a school district has rules that say students 

cannot go to school without certain records? 

Children and youth experiencing homelessness can go to 

school right away, no matter what state or local laws 

and policies say.  Schools, school districts or states 

cannot have policies or laws that keep students who are 

homeless out of school. 

The McKinney-Vento Act overrides state and local policies and law! 



Can students covered under the Act stay in the 

same school after losing their housing? 

Yes.  Children and youth in homeless situations have 

the right to stay in the school they went to before they 

lost their housing or to stay at whatever school they 

were enrolled in last.  These schools are called “schools 

of origin.” 



Students can stay in their school of origin for the entire 

time they are homeless, even if they move to a different 

school.   
 

If students move into permanent housing during the 

school year, they can still finish the year in the same 

school.   
 

Students have the right to stay in their school of origin 

whether or not they live with their parents. 



What if a McKinney-Vento student needs 

transportation to their school of origin? 

School districts must provide or arrange transportation 
for students in homeless situations in order for them to 
stay at their school of origin, even if students move to a 
different city, county or school district.   

If a student is living in the same school district as the 
school of origin, then that school district has to provide 
transportation.   

If the student moves across district lines, then both 
districts have to work together to provide transportation. 



Can students that are covered under the  

McKinney-Vento Act go to their local school? 

Yes.  Children and youth in homeless situations have 

the right to go to the local school where they are living, 

if they do not want to stay at their school of origin.   

The local school must let students experiencing 

homelessness go to classes and participate in school 

activities as soon as they come to the school. 



Do schools have to give students in homeless 

situations all the services they need? 

Yes.  Schools must make sure children and youth in 

homeless situations get all the educational and 

supplemental services they need.  



For example, students must have access to: 

School meal programs; 
 

Programs for English Language Learners (ELL); 
 

Special education and other programs for students 

   with disabilities; 
 

Extended day or Saturday tutoring; 
 

Programs for gifted and talented students; 
 

Vocational and technical education; 
 

Before and after school extracurricular programs; and  
 

Mentoring programs. 



Can students in homeless situations be sent to 

separate schools? 

No.  With limited exceptions, separate schools created 

just for students in homeless situations are against the 

law.   

Public schools also cannot put students experiencing 

homelessness in separate classes or programs just 

because they are experiencing homelessness. 



Who are “youth on their own” or “unaccompanied 

youth?”  Are special rules applied to them? 

“Youth on their own” or “unaccompanied youth” is 

defined as a youth not in the physical custody of a 

parent or guardian. 
 

Yes.  “Youth on their own” or “unaccompanied youth” 

have all the rights described in this document.  They 

also have the right to get extra help from the school’s 

liaison. 



Is there a person at the school or in the District  

that can help families and youth experiencing 

homelessness? 

Every school district and school must have a person in 

charge of making sure students who are homeless can 

enroll and succeed in school.  The Tolleson Union High 

School District has a district and school homeless 

liaison to assist students in homeless situations.  



The following is a list of some of the duties of the school 

homeless liaison: 

Make sure students are enrolled in school 
immediately, even if they do not have the papers 
they would normally need; 

Help families and youth get immunizations, 
immunization records or other medical records; 

Tell parents and youth about transportation 
services and help set up transportation; 

Make sure students get the school services that 
they need; 



Settle disputes between schools and families or 
youth quickly; 

Put up notices about the education rights of 
students in homeless situations; 

Make sure parents and guardians take part in 
their children’s education; 

Coordinate with school, social services and 
housing agencies to ensure access to education; 
and 

Make sure students have full and equal chance to 
do well in school. 



What happens if a school will not enroll a student 

or does not believe a student is homeless? 

Whenever there is a disagreement between a school and a parent, 

guardian or youth, the school must: 

Immediately enroll the student in the school the 

parent, guardian or youth chooses; 

Keep the student at that school until the 

disagreement is settled; 

Provide transportation to the school of origin, if the 

parent, guardian, youth or liaison request it;  

Explain, in writing, its decision and the right to 

have the disagreement settled; and 

Send the parent, guardian or youth to the liaison to 

settle the disagreement quickly. 



Schools serving families or youth experiencing 

homelessness have these responsibilities: 

To remove all barriers to enrollment, attendance 

and school success; 

To inform families of their rights and to uphold 

those rights; 

To appoint a liaison that will assist students that 

are experiencing homelessness; 

To centralize and coordinate the enrollment; 

To reach out to families with information, 

advocacy and support; and 

To teach to high standards for all students. 



Tolleson Union High School District Contacts: 
 

Tolleson Union High School  

Alonzo Corral/Social Worker 

 (623) 478-4209 

Westview High School  

Paula Chaffee/Social Worker 

 (623) 478-4620 

La Joya Community High School 

Angelica White/Social Worker 

 (623) 478-4425 

Copper Canyon High School 

Rachelle Burt/Social Worker 

 (623) 478-4827 

Sierra Linda High School 

Nicole Gamboa/Counselor 

 (623) 474-7713 

James A. Green Continuing Education Academy 

Sandra Alvarez/Community Based Intervention Specialist 

 (623) 478-4132 

District Office 

Dennis Dowling/Executive Director of C & I 

 (623) 478-4022 
 
 

State Coordinator: 
 

Frank Migali/ADE 

(602) 542-4963 

 



Our task is to provide an 

education for the kind of 

kids we have.  Not the kind 

of kids we use to have. 

Or want to have. 

Or the kid that exists in 

our dreams. 


